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A $45,000 settlement was reached Tuesday in the lawsuit of a man who claimedA $45,000 settlement was reached Tuesday in the lawsuit of a man who claimed

a police officer punched him in the head, punishing someone he mistakenlya police officer punched him in the head, punishing someone he mistakenly

believed was involved in an officer’s murder decades earlier.believed was involved in an officer’s murder decades earlier.

Gerald Hutchinson, 60, agreed to the settlement Tuesday, just before juryGerald Hutchinson, 60, agreed to the settlement Tuesday, just before jury

selection was to start in federal court for his lawsuit accusing three officers ofselection was to start in federal court for his lawsuit accusing three officers of

excessive force. The city of St. Paul admits no wrongdoing as part of theexcessive force. The city of St. Paul admits no wrongdoing as part of the

settlement, Assistant City Attorney Adam Niblick told U.S. District Judge Donovansettlement, Assistant City Attorney Adam Niblick told U.S. District Judge Donovan

Frank.Frank.

Hutchinson’s lawsuit sought at least $75,000 in damages. The attorneys hadHutchinson’s lawsuit sought at least $75,000 in damages. The attorneys had

participated in mediation but hadn’t reached a settlement, said City Attorneyparticipated in mediation but hadn’t reached a settlement, said City Attorney

Sara Grewing.Sara Grewing.

The city attorney’s office offered the settlement Monday night. HutchinsonThe city attorney’s office offered the settlement Monday night. Hutchinson

considered it overnight and decided to accept the offer, said Paul Applebaum, anconsidered it overnight and decided to accept the offer, said Paul Applebaum, an

attorney for Hutchinson.attorney for Hutchinson.

“We were clearly prepared to try the case this morning, but in the end it’s a good“We were clearly prepared to try the case this morning, but in the end it’s a good

thing for taxpayers that the matter resolved before court began today,” Grewingthing for taxpayers that the matter resolved before court began today,” Grewing

said Tuesday. Even if a jury gave a nominal award to Hutchinson, she said, thesaid Tuesday. Even if a jury gave a nominal award to Hutchinson, she said, the

city would be on the hook for Hutchinson’s attorney’s fees, which would havecity would be on the hook for Hutchinson’s attorney’s fees, which would have

been costly.been costly.
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While the city attorney’s office represented two of the officers sued, the city wasWhile the city attorney’s office represented two of the officers sued, the city was

paying outside attorney’s fees for one officer — about $25,000 as of Thursday,paying outside attorney’s fees for one officer — about $25,000 as of Thursday,

Grewing said. The city council approved outside counsel for David Stokes in 2013,Grewing said. The city council approved outside counsel for David Stokes in 2013,

after the lawsuit was filed.after the lawsuit was filed.

The outside attorney was needed because Stokes received internal discipline inThe outside attorney was needed because Stokes received internal discipline in

the police department in the Hutchinson case (an oral reprimand), Grewing said,the police department in the Hutchinson case (an oral reprimand), Grewing said,

and the city attorney’s office may have been limited in its ability to fully defendand the city attorney’s office may have been limited in its ability to fully defend

him.him.

Neither Stokes nor the other officers are personally responsible for paying theNeither Stokes nor the other officers are personally responsible for paying the

settlement; the city indemnifies them.settlement; the city indemnifies them.

In 2007, a woman told police she was a witness in the murder case of St. PaulIn 2007, a woman told police she was a witness in the murder case of St. Paul

police officer James Sackett. The officer had been fatally shot in 1970 and, afterpolice officer James Sackett. The officer had been fatally shot in 1970 and, after

decades of investigation, two men went on trial in 2006.decades of investigation, two men went on trial in 2006.

The woman reported to police that she hadn’t testified, but that her ex-boyfriendThe woman reported to police that she hadn’t testified, but that her ex-boyfriend

Hutchinson had threatened her in the past and shown up recently at herHutchinson had threatened her in the past and shown up recently at her

workplace and stared at her.workplace and stared at her.

Hutchinson struggled with officers as they arrested him, according to the officers’Hutchinson struggled with officers as they arrested him, according to the officers’

attorneys. They used the force needed to take him into custody, those attorneysattorneys. They used the force needed to take him into custody, those attorneys

say.say.

But Hutchinson’s attorneys say he cooperated with police.But Hutchinson’s attorneys say he cooperated with police.

“Thinking that they were arresting someone involved with tampering with a“Thinking that they were arresting someone involved with tampering with a

witness to Officer Sackett’s murder, the (officers) gave Mr. Hutchinson a taste ofwitness to Officer Sackett’s murder, the (officers) gave Mr. Hutchinson a taste of

‘street justice,’ ” Andrew Irlbeck, an attorney for Hutchinson, wrote in a legal‘street justice,’ ” Andrew Irlbeck, an attorney for Hutchinson, wrote in a legal

filing. “Unfortunately, (the ex-girlfriend) was not a witness to the murder, Mr.filing. “Unfortunately, (the ex-girlfriend) was not a witness to the murder, Mr.

Hutchinson did not threaten her, and Mr. Hutchinson was never charged inHutchinson did not threaten her, and Mr. Hutchinson was never charged in

relation to either (the woman’s) allegations, or the murder of Officer Sackett.”relation to either (the woman’s) allegations, or the murder of Officer Sackett.”

Hutchinson suffered bruising and cuts to his head, face and body and wasHutchinson suffered bruising and cuts to his head, face and body and was

diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder, Irlbeck wrote.diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder, Irlbeck wrote.

“Mr. Hutchinson is very pleased with the settlement and is eager to put this“Mr. Hutchinson is very pleased with the settlement and is eager to put this

situation behind him and move on with life,” Applebaum said outside court.situation behind him and move on with life,” Applebaum said outside court.

The city council will have to sign off on the settlement, but Niblick said in courtThe city council will have to sign off on the settlement, but Niblick said in court

that the council had authorized him to offer up to $45,000.that the council had authorized him to offer up to $45,000.
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After a review of the case, the St. Paul Police Civilian Internal Affairs ReviewAfter a review of the case, the St. Paul Police Civilian Internal Affairs Review

Commission recommended a finding of excessive force against Stokes, but policeCommission recommended a finding of excessive force against Stokes, but police

Chief Thomas Smith rejected it and changed the finding to “improper procedure,”Chief Thomas Smith rejected it and changed the finding to “improper procedure,”

for which Stokes received an oral reprimand, his attorney, Margaret Skelton,for which Stokes received an oral reprimand, his attorney, Margaret Skelton,

wrote in a court document.wrote in a court document.

Hutchinson had struggled with Stokes on the ground, the officer struck him “withHutchinson had struggled with Stokes on the ground, the officer struck him “with

his fist one time to gain compliance,” and Hutchinson was handcuffed and takenhis fist one time to gain compliance,” and Hutchinson was handcuffed and taken

to jail, Skelton wrote.to jail, Skelton wrote.

The other officers were listed as “exonerated” in the internal affairs review, theThe other officers were listed as “exonerated” in the internal affairs review, the

city wrote in a court document.city wrote in a court document.

Stokes has been accused of using excessive force in two other lawsuits thatStokes has been accused of using excessive force in two other lawsuits that

ended in settlements. The payouts in 2005 and 2012 totaled $200,000.ended in settlements. The payouts in 2005 and 2012 totaled $200,000.

Skelton said Stokes has been a decorated St. Paul officer for 20 years, pointingSkelton said Stokes has been a decorated St. Paul officer for 20 years, pointing

out that he has received six letters of recognition, 16 thank-you letters and threeout that he has received six letters of recognition, 16 thank-you letters and three

medals of commendation for his public service.medals of commendation for his public service.

Mara H. Gottfried can be reached at 651-228-5262. Follow her atMara H. Gottfried can be reached at 651-228-5262. Follow her at

twitter.com/MaraGottfriedtwitter.com/MaraGottfried..
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