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A duplex at 523/525 Harmony Lane S.W. was the site of a shooting incident Nov. 1, 2015, that left a resident of the upper unit dead
and resulted in the wounding of a Hutchinson police o�cer.
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McLeod County Attorney Mike Junge has determined charges will not be �led against a McLeod County

sheri�’s deputy who shot a Hutchinson man during a scu�e at the man’s Harmony Lane home.

According to an investigation report completed by the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and

turned over to Junge Jan. 28, Luverne Christensen was shot in the head after Christensen had shot

Hutchinson police o�cer Jacob Willers in the leg.

When Christensen pointed the gun at the head of an o�cer holding his legs, and refused to stop resisting

arrest, Deputy Matthew Wyatt shot Christensen, causing immediate death.
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Wyatt’s use of deadly force was authorized by law, Junge said in a statement released Tuesday. Junge cited

Minnesota Statute 609.066, subdivision 2, which “authorizes the use of deadly force to protect any person

from apparent death or great bodily harm.”

Police were initially called to Christensen’s home at 525 Harmony Lane at about 4:20 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 1,

by a neighbor reporting Christensen exhibiting strange behavior. Police were told Christensen had a gun,

claimed he was sought on an outstanding warrant, and that police would not take him.

Hutchinson police were joined by McLeod County Sheri�’s O�ce deputies and Minnesota State Patrol

troopers, who, led by O�cer Karl Willers, negotiated with Christensen for an hour and 40 minutes.

Christensen, who grew up near Dassel, told o�cers he was sought on a fraud charge, was on probation

and he wouldn’t allow himself to be arrested.

Christensen also claimed he had a gun. O�cers believed he showed signs of being “high on drugs.”

About 6 p.m., Christensen agreed to come down a �ight of stairs and stepped onto an outdoor stoop,

where he set the warrant papers on a garbage bin. When Christensen stepped back into his apartment,

o�cers rushed him in an attempt to subdue him.

Christensen, the investigation concluded, resisted and kept his right hand hidden from o�cers. While

o�cers tried to pin his legs and arms, Christensen was able to �re one round from a .357 caliber Rossi

Magnum, striking Jacob Willers in the lower leg. The gun was found later to have been loaded with six

rounds.

Christensen refused orders to stop resisting and pointed the gun at the head of the o�cer holding his

legs. Wyatt asked if Christensen still had the gun, and when he was told “yes” by several of the other

o�cers, he shot Christensen one time in the head.

An autopsy of Christensen body classi�ed his death as a homicide attributed to a gunshot wound to the

head. Methamphetamine was present in Christensen’s body and was listed as a signi�cant condition of

death. Also present in his blood were morphine, alprazolam and citalopram. He had been prescribed

morphine and alprazolam for at least a year prior to his death.

O�cers told investigators later Christensen exhibited almost super-human strength while resisting them.

In the press release, Junge said this is not unusual of people using methamphetamine.

A spokesman for Hutchinson Police Department said Tuesday Jacob Willers is still on restricted duty

following his injury.
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