
Officer Knoche's BWC was activated after he had deployed his mace and after Officer Barlow 

deployed his taser. There was an unknown female yelling in the background as well as a party 

that was refusing to leave.20

Officer Alvarado, who was also on the scene, BWC footage showed what appeared to be two 

males actively fighting.21 The footage is at the beginning of the video, when there is no audio. 

Officer Barlow deploying his taser is captured in this footage. 

Review of BWC Audit 

An audit of Officer Barlow's BWC (Serial IIMEI) showed no audit entries were found for 

the device.22 The device profile showed that the BWC had been assigned since July 30, 2019.23

An audit of Officer Erickson's BWC (Serial AIME) showed the event button to activate his 

BWC was pressed at 02:17:07.560 and again at 02:17:07.650.24 There were no activations prior 

to or following. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

Review of Statement by Officer D. Barlow 

On June 21, 2019, Officer Barlow came to the Internal Affairs Unit to provide a statement. 

Officer Barlow was represented by Officer M. Johnson of the Minneapolis Police Department 

Federation. 

I confirmed with Officer Barlow that he was on-duty on March 24th, having responded to a fight 

call. I asked Officer Barlow to tell me about the call. 

Officer Barlow stated that the fight was pointed out to he and his partner by a security guard. 

He stated that as he saw the fight unfolding it was "almost like a tornado of people kind of 

moving."26 Officer Barlow stated his partner had activated the overhead lights/MVR. Officer 

20 BWC Knoche, 0000-0130 
21 BWC Alvarado, F., 0000-0019 
22 BWC Audit Barlow, Page 1 
23 BWC Profile Barlow, Page 1 
24 BWC Audit Erickson, Page 2, Lines 34-35 
2 13.43 - Personnel Data 
26 Barlow Statement, Page 2, Lines 25-27 
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Barlow stated he got out of the squad car and immediately started to mace the crowd to try 

and disperse it.27 He stated that two combatants continued fighting despite being maced. 

Another male entered into the fight and began throwing punches that Officer Barlow stated 

were "haymaker-style." Officer Barlow stated he could hear the thuds of the impact of the 

hits.28 Officer Barlow stated when the males did not stop fighting, he pulled out his taser and 

told them to stop fighting. When the males continued to fight, Officer Barlow "yelled taser, 

taser, taser," then deployed his taser.29

Officer Barlow said it was at this point that he realized his body camera was not on. 

I asked Officer Barlow how big he thought the crowd was. He stated it was difficult to count, 

five at the least with people coming in and out of the fight. 

When I asked Officer Barlow how quickly the situation evolved, if we were talking about a 

couple of seconds, he stated yes, just a few seconds. Officer Barlow said they drove "maybe 50 

yards," and the group was moving, making its way to the intersection.' 

Officer Barlow stated the incident occurred at bar-close, where there were a lot of people on 

the street. 

I began to ask Officer Barlow if he thought to activate his body camera when he got out of the 

squad, when he stated that he has kind of gotten used to the technology in the squads. The 

squads are equiped so when an Officer activates the Code 3 lights, their body camera is 

automatically activated. Officer Barlow stated it has "kind of messed with his muscle memory 

to push his body camera on."31

Officer Barlow stated he accepted responsibility of not having his body camera and is aware it is 

policy. When I asked him if he would have done anything differently he stated he would 

definitely not rely on the technology in the squad to turn on his BWC.32

Review of Statement by Officer Erickson 

On June 21, 2019, Officer Erickson came to the Internal Affairs Unit to provide a statement. 

Officer Erickson was represented by Sergeant S. Fogerty of the Minneapolis Police Department 

Federation. 

27 Barlow Statement, Page 2, Lines 29-31 
28 Barlow Statement, Page 3, Lines 1-6 
29 Barlow Statement, Page 3, Lines 13-15 
30 Barlow Statement, Page 3, Lines 24-39 
31 Barlow Statement, Page 5, Lines 18-27 
32 Barlow Statement, Page 2, Lines 37-41 
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Officer Erickson confirmed that he was working on March 24, 2019 and was the driver of squad 

511. He was assigned to directed patrol in the Uptown area, when he was approached by a 

secutiry guard who said there was a large fight happening." 

Officer Erickson stated he observed a large crowd forming in the intersection of Girard and 

Lagoon. He drove in the direction of the fight, and noticed that there was a large number of 

people fighting; kicking and punching each other.34

I asked Officer Erickson if he remembered turning on his body camera when he exited the 

squad. He stated attempted to turn it on then grabbed his OC spray. Officer Erickson said more 

individuals were jumping into the fight so he deployed his mace. 35 He stated he then heard his 

partner (Officer Barlow) say taser, taser, taser. After the party was down on the ground, Officer 

Erickson took him into custody. 36

Officer Erickson said it was while he was taking the male into custody, that he looked down and 

saw his BWC light was blinking green indicating that it was not on. He stated he activated it as 

soon as he could. 

When asked if he was aware that per policy he was supposed to have his body camera 

activated, he stated yes. Officer Erickson advised me that on some of the squads when you 

activate the lights to fully Code 3, it was automatically turn on your body camera, but the squad 

he was in did not have this feature.37

When I asked if there was anything else that Officer Erickson wanted to add to his statement, 

he stated, "It was rapidly evolving. There were more individuals jumping in the fight and to 

preserve life and do our duty as police officers, we tried to stop as much damage as possible 

and injuries to the individuals that were fighting."38

Review of Statement by 13.43 - Personnel Data 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

33 Erickson Statement, Page 2, Lines 9-22 
' Erickson Statement, Page 2, Lines 25-31 
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3' Erickson Statement, Page 3, Lines 30-39 
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13.43 - Personnel Data 

DISCUSSION 

The Minneapolis Police Department's Policy and Procedure Manual states in part: 

4-223 BODY WORN CAMERAS (06/29/16) (07/29/17) (04/04/18) 

IV. PROCEDURES/ RULES/ REGULATIONS 
A. Officer Responsibilities 

6. Activation 
a. Officers shall activate their BWC for the following circumstances: 

i. When dispatched or assigned to a call, activation shall occur at 
least two city blocks away from the call for service location. If 
dispatched or assigned to a call less than two city blocks away, 
activation shall occur immediately. This includes assisting squads. 

ii. When self-initiating a call, as soon as possible and prior to 
contacting a person or exiting a squad. 

iii. Prior to taking any law enforcement action. 
iv. Prior to making an investigatory contact. 
v. When any situation becomes adversarial. 
vi. Prior to assisting a citizen during in-person encounters, other 

than when providing basic verbal assistance (such as giving 
directions). 

The allegation is Officers Barlow, Erickson, and 13.43 violated the BWC Policy when they 

failed to activate their body cameras prior to responding to the fight. 

39 

40 

41 
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Officer Barlow, Officer Erickson, 13.43 - Personnel Data believed they had activated their body cam, 

either manually or by emergency light activation, prior to engaging a group involved in a fight. 

Their body cameras were activated as soon as they realized they were off. 

Officer Barlow, Officer Erickson, 13.43 - Personnel Data completed PIMS supplements. In each of 

their supplements, the officers detailed the force that was used. Officers also documented that 

they believed they had activated their BWC at the onset of the call. 

Officer Barlow, Officer Erickson, and Officer Knoche each said in their statements that the fight 

involved 5-10 people. When they attempted to mace the group, it was ineffective in stopping 

all parties from fighting. 

BWC footage showed two males fighting, with people standing in the street watching.42

Footage from immediately after the tasing, showed a large crowd with people yelling and 

continuing to approach officers.43

An audit of Officer Barlow's BWC was not available for March 24, 2019 due to the BWC being 

replaced. 

An audit of Officer Erickson's BWC showed that he pressed the button to activate the camera 

twice starting at 02:17. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

CLOSING 

When making a determination on the allegations there are three key issues to consider: 

1. Did Officer Barlow violate the BWC policy? 

a. Officer Barlow reported the situation evolved quickly. 

b. The fight occurred at bar close. 

c. BWC showed two males fighting, with other bystanders watching. 

d. Officer Barlow reported he believed he had activated his body worn camera. 

e. Officer Barlow stated some squads are equiped with "automatic" BWC activation 

when the emergency lights are activated on the squad. 

f. Officer Barlow reported he activated his BWC as soon as he realized it was off. 

42 BWC Alvarado, F., 0000-0019 
43 13.43 - Personnel Data 
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2. Did Officer Erickson violate the BWC Policy? 

a. Officer Erickson reported a large crowd had gathered within seconds. 

b. Officer Erickson reported the fight was rapidly evolving. 

c. The fight occurred at bar close. 

d. BWC showed two males fighting, with other bystanders watching. 

e. Officer Erickson reported he attempted to activate his BWC when stepping out 

of the squad. 

f. Officer Erickson reported he activated his BWC as soon as he realized it was off. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

I confirm that the information I provided in this case is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Investigator: Date 
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