
Officer Barlow, Officer Erickson, and 1 3.43 believed they had activated their body cam, 

either manually or by emergency light activation, prior to engaging a group involved in a fight. 

Their body cameras were activated as soon as they realized they were off. 

Officer Barlow, Officer Erickson, and Officer Knoche completed PIMS supplements. In each of 

their supplements, the officers detailed the force that was used. Officers also documented that 

they believed they had activated their BWC at the onset of the call. 

Officer Barlow, Officer Erickson, and 13.43 - Personnel Data said in their statements that the fight 

involved 5-10 people. When they attempted to mace the group, it was ineffective in stopping 

all parties from fighting. 

BWC footage showed two males fighting, with people standing in the street watching.42

Footage from immediately after the tasing, showed a large crowd with people yelling and 

continuing to approach officers.43

An audit of Officer Barlow's BWC was not available for March 24, 2019 due to the BWC being 

replaced. 

An audit of Officer Erickson's BWC showed that he pressed the button to activate the camera 

twice starting at 02:17. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 
CLOSING 

When making a determination on the allegations there are three key issues to consider: 

1. Did Officer Barlow violate the BWC policy? 

a. Officer Barlow reported the situation evolved quickly. 

b. The fight occurred at bar close. 

c. BWC showed two males fighting, with other bystanders watching. 

d. Officer Barlow reported he believed he had activated his body worn camera. 

e. Officer Barlow stated some squads are equiped with "automatic" BWC activation 

when the emergency lights are activated on the squad. 

f. Officer Barlow reported he activated his BWC as soon as he realized it was off. 

BWC Alvarado, F., 0000-0019 
13.43 - Personnel Data 
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2. Did Officer Erickson violate the BWC Policy? 

a. Officer Erickson reported a large crowd had gathered within seconds. 

b. Officer Erickson reported the fight was rapidly evolving. 

c. The fight occurred at bar close. 

d. BWC showed two males fighting, with other bystanders watching. 

e. Officer Erickson reported he attempted to activate his BWC when stepping out 

of the squad. 

f. Officer Erickson reported he activated his BWC as soon as he realized it was off. 

3. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

I confirm that the information I provided in this case is true to the best of my knowledge. 

iv 
Date 
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Complaint Number: 19-04570 

Investigator: Sergeant Aimee Walker 

Officer: Officer Daniel Barlow #0334, Officer Mitchell Erickson #1826, 

13.43 - Personnel Data 
Case Type: Administrative 

Date of Incident: 03/24/2019 

Complaint Filed: 06/10/2019 

CASE OVERVIEW 

On March 24, 2019, A fight involving multiple parties broke out during bar close. 

Officers Barlow and Erickson, who were working marked squad 511 and Officer Knoche who 

was working Off-Duty 6509, responded to the fight. 

Officers Barlow and Erickson responded to the location in their squad car. Officer Knoche, who 

was working Off-Duty at the Fremont located at 1300 Lagoon Av S, responded on foot. 

Officers advised dispatch that there was a group of 5-10 fighting. Within a minute of the initial 

call out, 511 reqested more squads to respond. Officers deployed mace to "multiple parties 

actively assaulting" each other. Two of the parties fighting were tased after they failed to stop 

fighting upon being maced. 
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ALLEGATIONS 

Allegation 1: It is alleged that Officer Barlow, Officer Erickson, 13.43 - Personnel Data failed to 

activate their Body Worn Camera prior to contact with parties involved in a fight. 4-223 Body 

Worn Cameras, Activation 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

Officers Barlow and Erickson were parked in their marked squad car, in the McDonalds parking 

lot located at 2929 Hennepin Av S monitoring the bar close crowd'. Officers Barlow and 

Erickson were approached by security who advised that there was a large fight near the Lagoon 

Av S and Girard Av S intersection. 

Officers Barlow and Erickson responded to the fight, activating the over-head lights of the 

squad2. Officer Barlow observed a group of 5-10 parties, in the middle of Lagoon Av, punching 

and kicking each other.' Officer Barlow exited his squad and deployed mace into the group 

fighting. 4 

Officer Knoche, who was working Off-Duty 6509, was approached by "multiple bystanders" 

who stated the fight was out of control and the combatant was now in the middle of the 

street.' 

Three of the suspects involved in the fight continued fighting, despite being maced. Officers 

ordered the suspects to stop fighting or they would be tased. When the suspects did not cease 

fighting, Officer Barlow tased two of the suspects. 

Officer Erickson, Barlow 13.43 failed to activate their body worn cameras (BWC) at the 

onset of the call. All Officers noted that as soon as they realized it, they activated their BWCs. 

Review of PIMS GO #19-83258 (Officer Barlow Supplement) 

Officer Barlow completed a PIMS supplement on 3/24/2019. Officer Barlow was working with 

Officer Erickson, assigned to Squad 511. Officer Barlow stated that he and his partner were 

parked in the McDonalds parking lot, standing by for bar close. 

1 MPD GO #19-83258, Page 7 
2 MPD GO #19-83258, Page 7 
3 MPD GO #19-83258, Page 7 
4 MPD GO #19-83258, Page 7 
5 MPD GO#19-83258, Page 12 
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Officer Barlow stated that he and his partner (Officer Erickson) were approached by security 

officers who pointed out a large fight happening near the Lagoon Av and Girard Av intersection. 

Officer Erickson, who was the driver, activated the squads emergency light and squad MVR.6

Officer Barlow reported that he observed a large "brawl" between 5-10 people, in the middle of 

the intersection. Officer Barlow stated that the involved parties were all kicking and hitting 

each other. 

Officer Barlow got out of the squad to "address the brawl" at which point he reported 

deploying mace into the "brawl."7 Officer Barlow stated that one of the suspects had pinned 

another male to the ground, continuing to strike the down party with "hay-maker" style 

punches.' 

Officer Barlow reported that his personal mace can began to run out, at which point he pulled 

his taser. Officer Barlow told the males they would be tased if they did not stop fighting.' 

When the males continued fighting, Officer Barlow shot his taser two separate times, striking 

two of the males. 

Officer Barlow noted in his report that he had forgotten to activate his BWC due to the chaotic 

scene, which had "escalated and evolved in a matter of seconds."10 Officer Barlow reported 

that he activated his BWC as soon as he realized it was off. 

Review of PIMS GO #19-83258 (Officer Erickson Supplement) 

Officer Erickson completed a PIMS supplement on 3/24/2019. Officer Erickson reported that he 

was the driver of marked squad 511. 

Officer Erickson reported that he and his partner, Officer Barlow, were sitting in the squad 

when a security guard walked up to the squad and exclaimed that there was a group involved in 

a fight near the intersection of Girard Av S and Lagoon Av.11

Officer Erickson stated he drove the squad through the McDonalds parking lot and approached 

the intersection. Officer Erickson reported that he saw five to ten parties actively fighting. 

When the group failed to cease fighting, and other parties engaged in the fight, Officer Erickson 

deployed his mace toward the group.1z

6 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 7 
PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 7 

9PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 7 
9 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 7 
10 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 8 
11 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 15 
17 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 15 
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Officer Erickson noted that he attempted to activate his BWC when he stepped out of the 

squad, but it did not activate. Officer Erickson activated his BWC as soon as he realized it was 

not on.13

Review of PIMS GO #19-83258 (Officer Knoche Supplement) 

Officer Knoche completed a PIMS supplement on 3/24/2019. Officer Knoche was working off-

duty at the Fremont Bar, located at 1300 Lagoon. 

Officer Knoche reported that he heard dispatch air that a fight was in progress involving 5-10 

people at Lagoon and Girard, which is appoximately 1 block west of the Fremont Bar.' 

Multiple bystanders approached Office Knoche telling him that the fight was out of control and 

that the combatants were in the middle of the street.' 

Officer Knoche approached the group on foot. He observed "numerous combatants actively 

assaulting one another." He deployed his mace while ordering them to stop fighting.16 Officer 

Knoche noted that he observed one of the males pin another male to the ground, then striking 

the down party in the head multiple times. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 
Review of BWC 

Officer Barlow's BWC was activated after he had already deployed his mace and taser. There 

was still a large crowd in the area, with multiple parties still loitering. The male that had been 

struck in the head with the taser prong, admitted to being involved in the fight, stating he was 

trying to break it up.18

Officer Erickson's BWC was activated after he had deployed his mace and after Officer Barlow 

deployed his taser. It was activated while Officer Erickson was taking the party who had been 

tased into custody. The male stated he was trying to break the fight up.19

13 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 16 
14 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 12 
15 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 12 
16 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 12 
17 PIMS GO #19-83258, Page 13 
18 BWC Barlow, 0000-0430 
19 BWC Erickson, 0000-0215 
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