














STATEMENT OF  Dennis Hernandez Antunez 
PLACE:  Minneapolis Department of Civil Rights, Office of Police Conduct Review, - Room 239 
DATE:  January 27, 2015 
TIME:  2:05 p.m. 
CASE NO:  14-13294 5 
INVESTIGATOR: Stephen McKean 
ALSO PRESENT: Leda Schuster, Interpreter for Complainant 
 
Q. This is a recorded statement of Dennis Hernandez Antunez on January 27, 2015 at approximately 2:05 

p.m. in the Minneapolis Civil Rights Department Room 239 being interviewed by Investigator Stephen 10 
McKean. This is regarding OPCR Case 14-13294 and, um, present during this is Leda Schuster who will 
be, ah, acting as an interpreter, ah, for the complainant. 

A. [no audible dialogue] 
 
Q. What is your full name? 15 
A. Ms. Schuster: Dennis Rodolpho Hernandez Antunez. 
 
Q. What is your present address and telephone number? 
A. Ms. Schuster: His phone number is 612-272-2628. 
 20 
Q. Okay and his address? 
A. Ms. Schuster: He’s looking for his address. He doesn’t know it by memory. 
 
Q. Okay. But is he still living at the same place that he, address he gave when he, when he filed his 

complaint? 25 
A. Ms. Schuster: Oh, no. You know. Okay. So, he has a new updated address. It’s 1147 North 7 h Street, 

Apartment E3041, Minneapolis, MN 55411. 
 
Q. Okay. We’ll update our records for that. And what is your age and date of birth? 
A. Ms. Schuster: April 24, 1992. 30 
 
Q. Okay. So, do you want me to just read this and you’ll translate? Is that how we’re gonna do that? 
A. Ms. Schuster: Sure. Yeah. You can read the whole thing. 
 
Q. Okay. You’re being questioned as part of an official investigation into a complaint of police misconduct. The 35 

information you provide will be used in a fact-finding process as part of the total evidence to determine if 
such misconduct occurred and for assessing whether disciplinary action should be taken. 

A. Ms. Schuster: (reading the paragraph to complainant) 
 
Q. The information you supply may also be used in a grievance hearing, arbitration or other appeal procedure. 40 

Other parties outside the Minneapolis Civil Rights Department (OPCR Office) may have access to the 
information you provide as part of the internal investigation. 

A. Ms. Schuster: (reading the paragraph to complainant) 
 
Q. Okay. All right, at this time I would like to ask you some questions concerning an incident that occurred on 45 

February 7th, 2014 at approximately 8:07 p.m., um, at West Broadway and Girard Avenue North. Are you 
willing to tell me what you know about this matter? 

A. Okay. 
 
Q. First of all, please tell us, in your own words, what you know about this incident and what happened. 50 
A. Ms. Schuster: He was going home from work around 8 o’clock at night and he was driving and he just make 

light switch on his car and then a patrol came and ask him to stop his car and then, um, after that 
happened, he was driving with his uncle and then he was asked to, to get out of the car and go into the 
police vehicle and he stay there for like 20, 30 minutes. He was pretty much asked to, to leave his car and 
then he was searched and then he was handcuffed and he went to the patrol and then they waited for the 55 
towing truck to get his car. 
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Q. Okay. 
A. Ms. Schuster: Okay. 
 
Q. Just ask this. Um, could you just for the records, get him to state what his um, what his, ah, natural first 

language is? 5 
A. Ms. Schuster: Spanish. 
 
Q. Okay. Um, does he understand any English? 
A. Ms. Schuster: Very, very basic but probably nothing. 
 10 
Q. Okay. Was he able to understand what the officer was trying to tell him when he first contacted him? 
A. Ms. Schuster: He basically only understood when the officer asked for his ID and he gave him his passport 

and then the police officer went to check his records and nothing like he went up, you know, to leave his car 
and then, um, handcuff and what happened afterwards. But he basically understood that he was asking for 
ID. 15 

 
Q. Um, was there something else that he was gonna add to before I interjected with the questions? 
A. Ms. Schuster: So they, after the tow truck took his car, the police took him to the Hennepin County and then 

he stayed there, so they took his stuff and then I think they put him in jail and then, um, then they allow him 
to make a call but he couldn’t get a hold of anyone in his family and the next thing he know he spend three 20 
days in jail. 

 
 Okay. So, basically he’s saying that while he was in jail, he was able to talk to a lawyer but for some reason 

he didn’t want to be assisted by any lawyer and then after three days, Immigration came and took him to 
Bloomington to the Bloomington office and that’s where he stopped. Any questions there? 25 

 
Q. Um, not about that, no. 
A. Ms. Schuster: Okay. So he arrived around 9 o’clock to the Immigration office and he was there and then, 

um, they presented the deportation paperwork for him to sign but he didn’t sign. I think he has a lawyer and 
he decided not to sign any paperwork and then that’s when they gave him paperwork for him to go to court 30 
on a later date. 

 
Q. Okay. 
A. Ms. Schuster: So, after that he was required to go to the Immigration office to sign every two weeks, every 

fifteen days and they told him that on Fridays he cannot leave his house. So, ah, basically he was scaring 35 
me because of all of his immigration problems. Um, yeah, I told him to…basically his complaint is that he 
doesn’t really know why he was pulled over and, you know, what caused all this, all, everything that 
happened after that which is the current situation he’s in. He believes that he was discriminated by the 
police officers. 

 40 
Q. That’s, that’s what I was gonna ask him about was, um, um, if he made a request to the officers, ah, for 

interpreter support. 
A. Ms. Schuster: When he was in the, with the interaction with the police officer, he didn’t wanna ask for it. He 

was just sitting in the car and then once he got to the Hennepin County office, that’s when they provided 
him with an interpreter. But he did not ask for Spanish assistance. He was just quiet. 45 

 
Q. Okay. Did he find out what he was, um, why he was pulled over and what, what, what he was issued a 

citation for? 
A. Ms. Schuster: He didn’t un, un, until today he doesn’t have any idea why he was pulled over. 
 50 
Q. Okay. Did they give him a, um, did he get a copy of the citation? 
A. Ms. Schuster: He was never given any paper from the police officers. Basically they, what, they only 

dropped him off at the Hennepin County office but no paperwork was given. 
 
Q. Was he given any paperwork when he left the jail? 55 
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A. Ms. Schuster: He doesn’t recall. 
 
Q. Have you been to court? 
A. Ms. Schuster: Two courts, two courts, two, he met the judge twice. 
 5 
Q. Okay was that for the citation or was that for the immigration issue? 
A. Ms. Schuster: Okay. He says immigration court citations. 
 
Q. Has he gotten anything in the mail telling him that he needs to go to the court for the, for the, ah, traffic 

stop? 10 
A. Ms. Schuster: No, no paperwork from the Police Department regarding his traffic stop. Yeah, the only thing 

he has now regarding the police is this complaint basically and the interactions with this office. That’s the 
only follow-up he’s doing. 

 
Q. I would have thought that he would have gotten something if not from the, from the officers since he was 15 

booked you should have gotten something from, from the court that says whether or not he would have to  
[INAUDIBLE 21:48] to do some follow-up, um, with the court with regards to, um, the traffic infraction. 

A. Ms. Schuster: Yeah, he said the only follow-ups were regarding his immigration status. 
 
Q. Okay. So, he didn’t, does not have a driver’s license. Is that correct? 20 
A. Ms. Schuster: No. No. 
 
Q. Okay. And, um, the only ID, the identification that he had was his passport. Is that correct? 
A. Ms. Schuster: So, he uses his passport as primary and then Immigration gave him a card. It’s called ISAP. 

Yeah, passport and that card. So, basically his previous passport was taken by the police. The passport 25 
went to Immigration office so they didn’t allow him to bring the passport with but he got the passport 
reissued at the Honduras Consulate in Chicago. So this is basically a copy is the issue but the original one 
from the incident was taken by the police. 

 
Q. Okay. So that was probably, ah, collected by ISIS from the jail, his passport, the original passport? 30 
A. Ms. Schuster: Mmhmm. Yeah. 
 
Q. Okay. All right. So, now his main complaint that I can see is in regard, regarding, ah, the issue of a 

translator, um. In here it says that he requested a translator to understand the officer’s request but they did 
not. They did not follow through with his request. 35 

A. Ms. Schuster: On the, ah, stop traffic? When they stopped him? 
 
Q. Correct. 
A. Ms. Schuster: He says that, ah, he requested for Spanish assistance when he got to Hennepin, which they 

provided. During the stop with police officers, he just asked if they spoke Spanish and they said no. 40 
 
Q. Okay. 
A. Ms. Schuster: But he didn’t request assistance in Spanish he just asked the officers if they spoke any 

Spanish. 
 45 
Q. Okay. 
A. Ms. Schuster: And because they said they don’t speak Spanish, he couldn’t, he didn’t want to ask for 

anything because they weren’t going, they weren’t going to understand. 
 
Q. Okay. 50 
A. Ms. Schuster: The first interaction with interpreter was in Hennepin County. 
 
Q. Okay. Um, one of the statements in the, ah, the complaint allegations, um, has it, “The officers only arrested 

him because he did not speak English and thus he would not show up for court if he was issued a citation.” 
Now, did he hear the police officers make any comment to that effect? 55 
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A. Ms. Schuster: Could you repeat that question? 
 
Q. Yeah. The complaint shows here that, that officers only arrested him because you do not speak English 

and because of that he wouldn’t show up in court if a citation was issued. My question is did he hear 
anyone and any of the officers make a comment like that? 5 

A. Ms. Schuster: He think he didn’t make any, um, mistake when driving and he didn’t violate anything. Um, 
he, he believes that they stopped him with no reason and he’s basing that on that they asked just for an ID. 
They did not ask specifically for driver license or insurance card. 

 
Q. Mmhmm. 10 
A. Ms. Schuster: And then, ah, when he was taken to Hennepin County, and that he has to do with 

immigration, he’s sure that’s when he said well, if I don’t have a reason to be stopped, why I am here? Well, 
he thinks that he was, um, discriminated and taken, referred to immigration based, based on that. 

 
Q. Okay. 15 
A. Ms. Schuster: But, no he did not hear any comments from the officers. Basically that he, he noticed the 

cops, the cops talking to one another but he didn’t understand anything. The poor communication between 
the officers and he was about the ID which he gave it to them. But, other than that, and those Spanish 
questions about you speak Spanish and they said no. But other than that, he remained quiet while the 
officers were researching into the, you know, researching for information. 20 

 
Q. All right. And, was he given an explanation when he got to Hennepin County Jail, um, when he could finally 

get an interpreter, was he given an explanation then of the reason why he was stopped? 
A. Ms. Schuster: Okay. When he talked, when he talked to the interpreter, he basically told her what 

happened with this light switch and then after, afterwards he was pulled over but that was information he 25 
provided the interpreter. The interpreter never told him okay you were stopped for, for these reasons. So, 
he thinks that is because of that [INAUDIBLE 33:11] he made with the card that he was pulled over but no 
explanation was given to him as why what’s the real reason. 

 
Q. Okay. 30 
A. Ms. Schuster: Now he’s just commenting that he hears that the officers don’t work in that area anymore. 

And, um, but apparently one was caucaysh, caucaysh, Caucasian and the other one was African American 
and, um, the African American officer just limited himself to do the research and search while the other, the 
white one was the one who handcuffed him and did the rest. 

 35 
Q. Okay. 
A. Ms. Schuster: Yeah, he’s just curious about and he doesn’t understand what the procedure, but, um, 

basically his uncle was seating right next to him. He was the driver, um, Dennis was the driver but when the 
police pulled the uncle out of the car, they make him leave from the driver’s side as opposed to the 
passenger’s side which was kind of like a little force there but he, he assumed that that’s normal but they 40 
kind of got his attention like why my uncle is being asked to leave from that door. 

 
Q. Okay. Well, I can look into that. 
A. Ms. Schuster: Okay. 
 45 
Q. Um, all right. Is there anything else that you would like to add to this statement that was not asked 

concerning this incident? 
A. Ms. Schuster: Basically the last thing he added about his uncle being pulled by the driver’s seat, by the 

driver’s side and then also his uncle was also asked for ID. He gave ‘em, ah, plastic ID card he has which 
was on like almost broken but when they gave, returned the card back to his uncle, the card was split in two 50 
so it was fully broken, so he assumes that the officers did that but he, he says that he doesn’t know if that’s 
normal procedure. 

 
 When they were given the ID, he could see the officers laughing at, you know, laughing but he can’t say 

that they were laughing at him or anything but they were. They were laughing. He just didn’t understand 55 
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what was the reason of them laughing. 
 
Q. Okay. 
A. Ms. Schuster: That’s all he wanted to add. 
 5 
Q. All right. Is this a true and accurate statement? 
A. Ms. Schuster: Yes.  
 
Q. Okay. We’ll conclude the interview at, um, 2:46 p.m. 
A. Ms. Schuster: Mmhmm. 10 
 
 
Signature:_________________________________________ Date:    _______________________           
 
jmc 15 
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