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OFFICE OF POLICE CONDUCT REVIEW 
Investigative Report 

 
 
Complaint Number: 14-20461 
  
Investigator  Michael A Grostyan 
 
Officer (s) Christopher Guelcher (002513) 
 
  
Jurisdiction  M.C. O. §§ 172.20 
 
Date of Incident August 15, 2014 
 
Complaint Filed October 04, 2014 
 
 
CASE OVERVIEW  
 
A 911 call was received alleging that there was a group of young unknown black males fighting 
in Gold Medal Park. Officers responded to the fight call. Several complaints were made about 
the language overheard during the interaction. Complainants witnessed an interaction between 
officers and a group of unknown black males. Complainants alleged that an officer made a 
comment referencing “Al Qaeda,” and officers used profanity.   
 
SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS  
   
Allegation: Inappropriate Language-Protected Class 
 

1. Complainants Claudia Kittock, Minneapolis Park & Recreation Superintendent 
Jayne Miller, and Raymond Vigil allege an officer made comments about the 
males being part of “Al Qaeda.”  
 

Allegation: Inappropriate Language 
 

1. Complainants Kittock, Miller, and Vigil allege they overheard MPD officers use 
profanity while interacting with the unknown black males. Complainants allege 
they heard an MPD officer refer to one of the unknown black males as a “piece of 
shit.” The officers are alleged to have told the unknown black males that they 
can’t “bring their shit here.” The Complainants allege the officer constantly using 
the word “fuck” throughout the interaction.  

 
 
EVIDENCE  
 

1. Statements 
a) Complainant, Claudia Kittock 
b) Complainant,  Park &  Recreation Board Superintendent Jayne Miller 
c) Complainant, Raymond Vigil 
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d) Officer Christopher Guelcher 
e) Officer Sherry Appledorn 
f) Officer John Archer, Minneapolis Park Police 
g) Sergeant Erika Christiansen 

 
2. Records 

a) CAPRS Report 
b) VisiNet  

 
 
SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE 
 
Based on a review of the evidence gathered during the OPCR investigation, the following 
occurred:  
 

1. On August 14, 2014, at approximately 20:14 a 911 call was received. The caller 
observed 6-8 unknown black adolescent males were involved in a physical fight at 
Gold Medal Park. The caller did not observe any weapons.  

2. At approximately 20:23 officers responded to Gold Medal Park located at 2nd 
Street and 10th Avenue in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

3. The responding officers were Minneapolis Park Police Officer John Archer, 
Officer Christopher Guelcher, Officer Sherry Appledorn and Sergeant Erika 
Christensen. 

4. All officers arrived at Gold Medal Park at approximately the same time.  
5. MPD Officers engaged with the group of males near the park; the group was 

located near a red rental car.  
6. Officers detained and pat searched the group of unknown black males. 
7. Officers found a bottle of prescription narcotics in the rental car.  
8. Officer Guelcher engaged with the group of unknown black males, while Sergeant 

Christiansen verified the rental car information. 
9. Officer Appledorn stated she was also engaged with the group of unknown black 

males.   
10. Complainants alleged they heard officers using profanity, and a male officer make 

a comment about “Al-Qaeda” While interacting with the unknown black males at 
Gold Medal Park.   

11. Meanwhile, Officer John Archer encountered two of the unknown black males 
leaving the park.  

12. One of the two unknown black males had a warrant and was transported to HCJ 
by Officer Archer.  

13. The incident was closed at 21:44. 
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DISCUSSION  
 
The Minneapolis Police Department’s Policy and Procedure Manual states in part: 

 
5-105 (15) PROFESSIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT Employees shall be decorous in 
their language and conduct. They shall refrain from actions or words that bring discredit 
to the Department. They shall also not use words or terms which hold any person, group 
or organization up to contempt. The use of such unacceptable terms is strictly 
forbidden. 

 
All three complainants stated they heard a comment about “Al-Qaeda.” Complainant Claudia 
Kittock stated she heard from her sixth-floor balcony an officer state “[h]ow was I supposed to 
know you don’t work for Al-fucking Qaida,” Complainant Kittock stated the officer told the 
unknown black males “I don’t care if you are green, blue, purple, or whatever color you are, [] if 
you are acting up, I am going to stop you.” Complainant Raymond Vigil and his wife were 
walking their dog when the incident occurred. Complainant Vigil indicated he did hear an 
officer make a comment about “Al-Qaeda.” Complainant Parks Superintendent Jayne Miller 
was on a ride-along with Park Police Officer John Archer. Complainant Miller stated she got 
out of the squad car to observe the incident. Complainant Miller stated she heard a male MPD 
officer told the unknown black males “[y]ou are probably part of Al-Qaida.” 
 
Park Police Officer John Archer did not recall hearing a comment about Al-Qaeda. However, 
according to Archer he was dealing with two males who had left the group. Once Officer Archer 
learned one of the males had a warrant he transported him to jail. Officer Archer did not recall 
much of what was said during the incident. He did recall that Minneapolis Parks 
Superintendent, Complainant Miller, made a comment to him regarding comments made by 
other officers.  Sergeant Erika Christianson did not recall any comments about “Al Qaeda.”  
Officer Appledorn denied hearing any comments relating to “Al-Qaeda.” In fact, Officer 
Appledorn stated that officers were unjustifiably being called racist, and one of the males called 
her a “racist bitch.”   She did not recall hearing any comments about “Al-Qaeda.” Officer 
Guelcher stated that he may have made a comment that “we don’t care if you are black, white, 
red, or yellow,” and officers “got called here to a 9-1-1 call. We have ha job to do.”  Officer 
Appledorn recalled that she may have made a similar comment.  Officer Guelcher admitted he 
made a comment about Al-Qaeda.  Officer Guelcher stated that the context of the “Al-Qaeda” 
comment was taken out of context by the Complainants.  He stated that when the unknown 
black males accused officers of harassing them, officers stated they were responding to a call 
and needed to ID the males.  Officer Guelcher admitted that he told the unknown black males 
“Do I know who you are? Have I dealt with you? I do not know you. I do not know you from 
Adam. For all I know you might be a member of Al-Qaeda.”   
 
Additionally, the Minneapolis Police Department’s Policy and Procedure Manual states that: 
 

5-105(10) PROFESSIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT: Employees shall not use 
indecent, profane or unnecessarily harsh language in the performance of official duties 
or in the presence of the public. 

 
All three Complainants indicate profanity was used.  Both Complaints Kittock and Miller 
recalled hearing different forms of the word “fuck.”  According to Complainant Vigil, he heard 
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