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During the course of the stop, the left rear passenger, later identified as Luis Daniel Garcia-

Pineda, was found to show signs of intoxication and was determined to be under the age of 21. 

Mr. Garcia-Pineda was removed from the vehicle and placed under arrest for consumption of 

alcohol by a minor. He was searched and handcuffed behind his back and placed in the rear of 

Squad 513m which at the time was driven by Officer Steve Wuorinen with the passenger officer 

being Officer Blayne Lehner.  

 

While in the rear of the squad, Mr. Garcia-Pineda reportedly became upset and began kicking 

the rear partition and allegedly banging his head on the partition and door security bars. 

Officer Lehner opened the rear squad door and upon doing so, Mr. Garcia-Pineda attempted to 

kick Officer Lehner in the leg. Officer Lehner then delivered a “push-kick” to Mr. Garcia-

Pineda, stating that he was aiming for his torso. Officer Lehner reported that Mr. Garcia-

Pineda leaned forward as he kicked, and thatthis action changed the target of his push-kick, 

causing his foot to make contact with Mr. Garcia-Pineda’s jaw area, which caused Mr. Garcia-

Pineda to momentarily lose consciousness.  

 

Officer Lehner reported that he closed the door, and then reopened it and grabbed Mr. Garcia-

Pineda by the upper torso and pulled him out of the squad with the help of Officer Wuorinen 

and put him face down on the street where he was kept until he calmed down. 

 

Officer Lehner reported that he observed Mr. Garcia-Pineda to be bleeding from his mouth 

area and that he said he was going to cooperate with police and was then placed back in the 

squad. 

 

Officer Lehner notified Sgt. Altonen of the use of force. Sgt. Altonen responded to the scene 

and conducted his force review. 

 

Mr. Garcia-Pineda was taken to HCMC and treated for his injuries, which were determined to 

 

There was no squad MVR of the use of force or any other video. 
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Mr. Garcia-Pineda was convicted of one misdemeanor count of consumption of alcohol by a 

minor. Charges of obstructing legal process, giving a peace officer a false name and disorderly 

conduct were dismissed. 

 

MPD 10287-000006



OPCR Case #15-16258  PANEL RECOMMENDATION 
 

Page 4 of 5 
 

 
Allegations 

 

1. It is alleged that Officer Lehner used unauthorized force on Luis Garcia-Pineda when he 

kicked him in the face while Mr. Garcia-Pineda was handcuffed behind his back while in police 

custody. (5-301.10 – Use of Force, Reasonableness)
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Allegation #1:  It is alleged that Officer Lehner used unauthorized force on Luis Garcia-

Pineda when he kicked him in the face while Mr. Garcia-Pineda was handcuffed behind 

his back while in police custody. (5-301.10 – Use of Force, Reasonableness) 

 

Supportive Findings:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

YES  NO  REMAND  SPLIT  

This allegation 

has merit. 

This allegation does 

not have merit. 

Remand to investigation for 

additional information. 

There is no 

majority vote. 
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During the course of the stop, the left rear passenger, later identified as Luis Daniel Garcia-

Pineda, was found to show signs of intoxication and was determined to be under the age of 21. 

Mr. Garcia-Pineda was removed from the vehicle and placed under arrest for consumption of 

alcohol by a minor. He was searched and handcuffed behind his back and placed in the rear of 

Squad 513m which at the time was driven by Officer Steve Wuorinen with the passenger officer 

being Officer Blayne Lehner.  

 

While in the rear of the squad, Mr. Garcia-Pineda reportedly became upset and began kicking 

the rear partition and allegedly banging his head on the partition and door security bars. 

Officer Lehner opened the rear squad door and upon doing so, Mr. Garcia-Pineda attempted to 

kick Officer Lehner in the leg. Officer Lehner then delivered a “push-kick” to Mr. Garcia-

Pineda, stating that he was aiming for his torso. Officer Lehner reported that Mr. Garcia-

Pineda leaned forward as he kicked, and thatthis action changed the target of his push-kick, 

causing his foot to make contact with Mr. Garcia-Pineda’s jaw area, which caused Mr. Garcia-

Pineda to momentarily lose consciousness.  

 

Officer Lehner reported that he closed the door, and then reopened it and grabbed Mr. Garcia-

Pineda by the upper torso and pulled him out of the squad with the help of Officer Wuorinen 

and put him face down on the street where he was kept until he calmed down. 

 

Officer Lehner reported that he observed Mr. Garcia-Pineda to be bleeding from his mouth 

area and that he said he was going to cooperate with police and was then placed back in the 

squad. 

 

Officer Lehner notified Sgt. Altonen of the use of force. Sgt. Altonen responded to the scene 

and conducted his force review. 

 

Mr. Garcia-Pineda was taken to HCMC and treated for his injuries, which were determined to 

There was no squad MVR of the use of force or any other video. 
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Mr. Garcia-Pineda was convicted of one misdemeanor count of consumption of alcohol by a 

minor. Charges of obstructing legal process, giving a peace officer a false name and disorderly 

conduct were dismissed. 
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Allegations 

 

1. It is alleged that Officer Lehner used unauthorized force on Luis Garcia-Pineda when he 

kicked him in the face while Mr. Garcia-Pineda was handcuffed behind his back while in police 

custody. (5-301.10 – Use of Force, Reasonableness)
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Allegation #1:  It is alleged that Officer Lehner used unauthorized force on Luis Garcia-

Pineda when he kicked him in the face while Mr. Garcia-Pineda was handcuffed behind 

his back while in police custody. (5-301.10 – Use of Force, Reasonableness) 

 

Supportive Findings:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

YES  NO  REMAND  SPLIT  

This allegation 

has merit. 

This allegation does 

not have merit. 

Remand to investigation for 

additional information. 

There is no 

majority vote. 
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Half of this panel finds no merit with this allegation.  The evidence provided shows that 
the complainant was uncooperative and attempted to assault Officer Lehner during this 
interaction.  Complainant thrashed, kicked and displayed aggressive behavior while 
handcuffed in the back of the squad.  Complainant was a threat to his own personal 
well-being.  Complainant escalated the situation and threatened injury to Officer Lehner 
by kicking at him.  Officer Lehner responded appropriately by delivering a push kick to the 
complainant's chest area to separate himself from the complainant.  Unfortunately, as 
Lehner delivered the push kick, the complainant lunged forward and the push kick struck 
the complainant's face.  The momentum of the complainant's lunge paired with the 
Officer's push kick caused enough force to injure the complainant.    
 
The other half of this panel finds merit with this allegation due to the fact that the amount 
of force said to have been applied in this situation does not match the severity of the 
injuries.  As described, a "push kick" is when the officer "...essentially put your foot, the 
whole bottom of your foot right up against the chest and physically push them" (quote 
from Officer Lehner on pg. 245 of the indemnification hearing). This half of the panel 
believes that force was necessary given the uncooperative and aggressive behavior of the 
complainant, even if the complainant was handcuffed. This was a close decision, however, 
the injuries sustained by the complainant lead this half of the panel to believe that the 
push kick was not delivered properly and it is questionable as to what technique was 
actually delivered.     
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During the course of the stop, the left rear passenger, later identified as Luis Daniel Garcia-

Pineda, was found to show signs of intoxication and was determined to be under the age of 21. 

Mr. Garcia-Pineda was removed from the vehicle and placed under arrest for consumption of 

alcohol by a minor. He was searched and handcuffed behind his back and placed in the rear of 

Squad 513m which at the time was driven by Officer Steve Wuorinen with the passenger officer 

being Officer Blayne Lehner.  

 

While in the rear of the squad, Mr. Garcia-Pineda reportedly became upset and began kicking 

the rear partition and allegedly banging his head on the partition and door security bars. 

Officer Lehner opened the rear squad door and upon doing so, Mr. Garcia-Pineda attempted to 

kick Officer Lehner in the leg. Officer Lehner then delivered a “push-kick” to Mr. Garcia-

Pineda, stating that he was aiming for his torso. Officer Lehner reported that Mr. Garcia-

Pineda leaned forward as he kicked, and thatthis action changed the target of his push-kick, 

causing his foot to make contact with Mr. Garcia-Pineda’s jaw area, which caused Mr. Garcia-

Pineda to momentarily lose consciousness.  

 

Officer Lehner reported that he closed the door, and then reopened it and grabbed Mr. Garcia-

Pineda by the upper torso and pulled him out of the squad with the help of Officer Wuorinen 

and put him face down on the street where he was kept until he calmed down. 

 

Officer Lehner reported that he observed Mr. Garcia-Pineda to be bleeding from his mouth 

area and that he said he was going to cooperate with police and was then placed back in the 

squad. 

 

Officer Lehner notified Sgt. Altonen of the use of force. Sgt. Altonen responded to the scene 

and conducted his force review. 

 

Mr. Garcia-Pineda was taken to HCMC and treated for his injuries, which were determined to 

 

There was no squad MVR of the use of force or any other video. 
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Mr. Garcia-Pineda was convicted of one misdemeanor count of consumption of alcohol by a 

minor. Charges of obstructing legal process, giving a peace officer a false name and disorderly 

conduct were dismissed. 
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Allegations 

 

1. It is alleged that Officer Lehner used unauthorized force on Luis Garcia-Pineda when he 

kicked him in the face while Mr. Garcia-Pineda was handcuffed behind his back while in police 

custody. (5-301.10 – Use of Force, Reasonableness)
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Allegation #1:  It is alleged that Officer Lehner used unauthorized force on Luis Garcia-

Pineda when he kicked him in the face while Mr. Garcia-Pineda was handcuffed behind 

his back while in police custody. (5-301.10 – Use of Force, Reasonableness) 

 

Supportive Findings:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

YES  NO  REMAND  SPLIT  

This allegation 

has merit. 

This allegation does 

not have merit. 

Remand to investigation for 

additional information. 

There is no 

majority vote. 
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Half of this panel finds no merit with this allegation.  The evidence provided shows that 
the complainant was uncooperative and attempted to assault Officer Lehner during this 
interaction.  Complainant thrashed, kicked and displayed aggressive behavior while 
handcuffed in the back of the squad.  Complainant was a threat to his own personal 
well-being.  Complainant escalated the situation and threatened injury to Officer Lehner 
by kicking at him.  Officer Lehner responded appropriately by delivering a push kick to the 
complainant's chest area to separate himself from the complainant.  Unfortunately, as 
Lehner delivered the push kick, the complainant lunged forward and the push kick struck 
the complainant's face.  The momentum of the complainant's lunge paired with the 
Officer's push kick caused enough force to injure the complainant.    
 
The other half of this panel finds merit with this allegation due to the fact that the amount 
of force said to have been applied in this situation does not match the severity of the 
injuries.  As described, a "push kick" is when the officer "...essentially put your foot, the 
whole bottom of your foot right up against the chest and physically push them" (quote 
from Officer Lehner on pg. 245 of the indemnification hearing). This half of the panel 
believes that force was necessary given the uncooperative and aggressive behavior of the 
complainant, even if the complainant was handcuffed. This was a close decision, however, 
the injuries sustained by the complainant lead this half of the panel to believe that the 
push kick was not delivered properly and it is questionable as to what technique was 
actually delivered.     
 
 
 

■
















