The REAL Story of the Office of Police Conduct Review
In October 2012, Minneapolis replaced the Civilian Review Authority with the Office of Police Conduct
Review (OPCR). A look at the statistics related to complaints received and adjudicated by this
agency shows how ineffective it is:
 Civilian complaints submitted 10/1/12 through 3/31/17: 1657
 Civilian complaints sustained and disciplined during the same period: 6
 This represents a 0.36% sustain and discipline rate. The national average for oversight bodies
is 7-8%.
Another important fact to know about this agency: There are five steps to adjudicating a complaint.
While the agency would have you think they provide civilian oversight of police, the truth is that all five
levels of the complaint process are controlled by city staff or the police department. A complaint to
the OPCR is a complaint to the police themselves. In fact, this agency warns complainants that they
are subject to Minn. Stat. §609.505, which criminalizes so-called “false complaints” to police.
When you file a complaint with the OPCR, you are giving the city ammunition to use against you if
you face charges in the incident. You are also telling them how to defend against any lawsuit you
might wish to file. Given the futility of filing a complaint and the risk of prosecution for merely filing a
complaint, we strongly advise against filing a complaint with the Office of Police Conduct Review.
Information provided by COMMUNITIES UNITED AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY. Join us! We meet every Saturday at
1:30 at 4200 Cedar Avenue South in Minneapolis. For more information or for help with a police brutality incident,
call our 24-hour hotline: 612-874-STOP or see our website at www.CUAPB.org.
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