
 

 

 
May 6, 2016 
 
The Honorable John Culberson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2372 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Chairman Culberson, 
 
As you know, the Houston region has just experienced unprecedented rain and flooding. According to a 
new estimate prepared by BBVA Compass, Houston has experienced over $1.9 billion in damage during 
the last few weeks, which includes damage to homes, cars, schools, parks, churches, roadways and other 
important elements of our infrastructure. For many, the recent storms have affected every aspect of their 
quality of life. Perhaps the most telling statistic of all: based on the 7,021 calls the United Way of Greater 
Houston has received through its 2-1-1 line, 1,937 calls have been requests for “food replacement.” 
 
We applaud you for the work you have done over the past fourteen years to secure approximately $300 
million in funding for Harris County’s flood and storm damage reduction activities. Thank you for signing 
the April 24, 2016, letter to President Barack Obama, supporting Texas’s major disaster declaration and 
the need to provide individual assistance to the four most affected counties. It was wonderful to see the 
federal declaration so quickly expanded. Thank you for your leadership in co-signing H.R. 5025, which 
would provide vital funding for the completion of flood control projects in Harris County. We greatly 
appreciate your leadership. We also want you to know the Partnership is eager to support any other effort 
at the federal level that will help Houston heal and will make it more resilient in the future. 
 
We want to make sure that we do all we can to help you and your staff as you consider every potential 
opportunity for federal support. Please do not hesitate to call me directly if we can be helpful in any way. 
My direct dial in the office is 713.844.3601 and my cell phone number is 713.826.1680. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Bob Harvey 
President and CEO 
 
Cc: Jamey Rootes, Chairman, Greater Houston Partnership 

Lilyanne McClean, Executive Vice President, Public Policy and Communications 


