
 

    January 23, 2020           Via E-mail: policy@worksafebc.com 
  
Negar Jalali, Senior Policy & Legal Advisor 
Policy, Regulation and Research Division 
WorkSafeBC 
P.O. Box 5350, Stn. Terminal 
Vancouver, BC. V6B 5L5 
 
Re:  Consultation – OHS Regulations Part 26 Forestry and Similar Activities 

Worker Stakeholder Position     
Canadian Union of Public Employees (“CUPE”) Submission 

 
  

 I.  INTRODUCTION:  
  
I.I. OVERVIEW:  
  
Thank you for requesting stakeholder feedback on the Proposed new OHS Regulations 
regarding Forestry and Similar Activities.1 CUPE appreciates the opportunity to comment on 
this Consultation. CUPE agrees with the WCB that: 
 

“While Part 26 of the OHSR addresses forestry operations and similar activities 
(including arboricultural work), it does not clearly cover the range of work activities 
undertaken by Arborists. These regulatory gaps need to be addressed to improve health 
and safety in this industry.”  

 
CUPE is unable to agree with the changes to the proposed Part 26 of the OHS Regulations. The 
reasons for this are contained below. The primary issues are the need to implement much more 
rigorous work practices, procedures, risk assessment and management of hazards. 
 

 

1 WorkSafeBC. Consultations. Part 26 Forestry and Similar Activities. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-
policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-
amendments-to-the-ohsr-january-10-20  

mailto:policy@worksafebc.com?Subject=Proposed%20policy%20amendments%20regarding%20vocational%20rehabilitation%20and%20proposed%20options%20regarding%20cost%20relief
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-the-ohsr-january-10-20
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-the-ohsr-january-10-20
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-the-ohsr-january-10-20
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I.II. STAKEHOLDER INFORMATION:  
  
CUPE is Canada’s largest Union with 700,000 members and more than 70 offices.2 CUPE 
represents workers in many sectors including health care, emergency services, education, early 
learning and child-care, municipalities, social services, libraries, utilities, transportation, airlines 
and more. There are nearly 97,000 members in over 160 Locals in B.C.3  
 

 
  
I.III. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  
 
This submission responds to proposed Consultation Discussion Paper regarding the Forestry 
and Similar Activities. CUPE is unable to agree to the proposed changes to Part 26 of the OHS 
Regulations for the reasons provided in this submission e.g. Section III. The WCB states that: 
 

“The proposed amendments will add new regulations to Part 26, Forestry Operations 
and Similar Activities, of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (“OHSR”) 
respecting arborists and arboricultural work.” 

 
There are a number of issues and concerns related to the creation of the new OHS Regulations. 
These include: 
 
 
 

 

2 See https://cupe.ca/  
3 See https://www.cupe.bc.ca/  

https://cupe.ca/
https://cupe.ca/
https://cupe.ca/
https://www.cupe.bc.ca/
https://www.cupe.bc.ca/
https://www.cupe.bc.ca/
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I.III.I. RELATED GUIDELINES: 
 
Will related Guidelines be created and updated, and, if so, will there be Consultations on the 
proposed changes?  

 
I.III.II. HAZARD AND RISK ASSESSMENTS: 
 
Has the WCB addressed the hazard and risk assessment and management issues identified in 
previous CUPE submissions, which directly overlap with the current Consultation e.g. 
26.2.1.(4)(2)(a)(ii) and (iii), 26.12.0.2, 26.12.0.3? As per Explanatory Notes Section of the 
Consultation Discussion Paper, Arboriculture is a dangerous sector: 
 

“Arboricultural work can be dangerous with the potential for serious injury or death. This 
work often involves working at heights, relying on the structural integrity of a tree for 
support, and using sharp cutting tools.” 

 
I.III.III. STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK – PRE-CONSULTATION: 

 
Have there been pre-consultation (as this is a new OHS Regulation as opposed to an amended 
one) feedback or submissions on the 2019 related Guidelines from other stakeholders? 
 

• The BC Municipal Safety Association at https://www.bcmsa.ca/ 
 
• The International Society of Arboriculture at https://www.isa-arbor.com/  

 
• Other Workers Compensation Boards e.g. Workplace Safety and Insurance Board 

(“WSIB”) Ontario 
 

• The Ontario Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture at 
https://isaontario.com/ 

 
• Tree Care Industry Association at 

https://tcia.org/TCIA/Default.aspx?hkey=18f94022-9bd6-4327-bec9-
0a790dae328c&WebsiteKey=b9a41e1f-978d-4585-9172-c411c78c5c14  

 
• Related educational institutions e.g. British Columbia Institute of Technology 

(“BCIT”) at https://www.bcit.ca/study/programs/7470dipma 
 

 
 
 

https://www.bcmsa.ca/
https://www.isa-arbor.com/
https://isaontario.com/
https://tcia.org/TCIA/Default.aspx?hkey=18f94022-9bd6-4327-bec9-0a790dae328c&WebsiteKey=b9a41e1f-978d-4585-9172-c411c78c5c14
https://tcia.org/TCIA/Default.aspx?hkey=18f94022-9bd6-4327-bec9-0a790dae328c&WebsiteKey=b9a41e1f-978d-4585-9172-c411c78c5c14
https://www.bcit.ca/study/programs/7470dipma
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I.IV. SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM 
 
Forestry has high injury and fatality rates as shown by WCB and other statistics. This submission 
reviews the extensive injury and fatality statistics for both forestry in general and arboriculture.  
 
Figure 1 – National Post – How cutting down trees can be one of the most dangerous jobs you 
can get in a city:4 
 

 
 

 
 

 

4 Thompson, P.J. “How cutting down trees can be one of the most dangerous jobs you can get in a city” Retrieved 
January 17, 2020 from https://nationalpost.com/news/toronto/how-cutting-down-trees-can-be-one-of-the-most-
dangerous-jobs-you-can-get-in-a-city 
 

https://nationalpost.com/news/toronto/how-cutting-down-trees-can-be-one-of-the-most-dangerous-jobs-you-can-get-in-a-city
https://nationalpost.com/news/toronto/how-cutting-down-trees-can-be-one-of-the-most-dangerous-jobs-you-can-get-in-a-city
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While recognizing that the Consultation Discussion Paper focuses on Arborists, it is important to 
reiterate the safety issues inherent in forestry in general.  
 
WorkSafeBC BC media relations director Craig Fitzsimmons said that in 2018, there were 834 
time-loss claims in forestry in B.C., including overexertion (127), fall from elevation (118), fall on 
same level (117), struck by (114), and motor vehicle incident (MVI). Other sources of 
information show a much higher number of injuries and fatalities. 
 
Figure 2 – WCB Statistics 2018:5 
 

 

Figure 3 – WCB Table 2-5: Claims First Paid by Subsector and Type of Claim 2018:6 

 

 

5 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-
stats?lang=en 
6 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-
stats?lang=en 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
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Figure 4 – WCB Table - Injury and Fatality Claims for Forestry 2017 and 2018:7 

 

Figure 5 – WCB Table – Injury Rate by Subsector – Forestry (2nd highest) – 2018:8 

 

 

 

 

 

7 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-
stats?lang=en 
8 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-
stats?lang=en 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
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Figure 6 – WCB Table – Injury Duration by Subsector – Forestry (3rd highest) – 2018:9 
 

 

Figure 7 – WCB Table 4-1 – Types of Injuries / Incident Type in Forestry – 2018:10 

 

 

 

 

9 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-
stats?lang=en 
10 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-
stats?lang=en 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en


8  
  

 
Figure 8 – WCB Table – Sources of Injury – Forestry – 5 Year Period:11 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

11 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-
stats?lang=en 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/annual-report-statistics/2018-stats?lang=en
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The Forest Safety News June 2019 report12 on injury and fatality rates in BC for 2019 show a 
long-term reduction in work-related fatalities, however, any injury and any fatality is one to 
many. 
 
Figure 9 – Work-Related Deaths & Injuries: 
 

 
 

12 See http://www.bcforestsafe.org/files/fsn_2019June_WorkRelatedDeathandInjuriesPg6.pdf 
 

http://www.bcforestsafe.org/files/fsn_2019June_WorkRelatedDeathandInjuriesPg6.pdf
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The WCB has acknowledged this in the past, as per the Forest Industry 2016 High Risk Strategy 
Overview.13 
 
Figure 10 – WorkSafeBC Forestry Industry 2016 High Risk Strategy Overview: 
 

 

The WCB has referred to the “persistently high injury rates” experienced by certain employers 
and “an apparent lack of commitment to compliance with the OHS Regulation” as per page two 
of the 2016 WCB Report: 

 
 

 

13 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-
high-risk-strategy-
overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%2
6sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D 

 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-high-risk-strategy-overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%26sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-high-risk-strategy-overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%26sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-high-risk-strategy-overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%26sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-high-risk-strategy-overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%26sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D
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These same concerns should be shared across all occupations in this sector, including 
arboriculture. This includes the types of injuries and causation. As per page 11 of the 2016 
WorkSafeBC Report:14 
 
Figure 11 – Breakdown of the most common types of injuries in forestry: 
 

 

The seriousness of the statistics are international in scope. These statistics also identify causes 
that need to be addressed in the OHS Regulations, including much more thorough hazard and 
risk assessments as per previous CUPE submissions.  
 
The following Tree Care Industry Association (“TCIA”) 2009 to 2013 Fatal Tree Care Accidents15 
shows the cause of fatalities (US statistics): 
 
See next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14 WorkSafeBC. See https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-
high-risk-strategy-
overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%2
6sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D 
15 Tree Care Industry Association. See https://www.totallandscapecare.com/newslettter/five-year-breakdown-of-
fatal-tree-care-accidents/ 
 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-high-risk-strategy-overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%26sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-high-risk-strategy-overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%26sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-high-risk-strategy-overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%26sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/forestry-2016-high-risk-strategy-overview?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23q%3D7030%26sort%3Drelevancy%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D
https://www.totallandscapecare.com/newslettter/five-year-breakdown-of-fatal-tree-care-accidents/
https://www.totallandscapecare.com/newslettter/five-year-breakdown-of-fatal-tree-care-accidents/
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Figure 12 – TCIA – Chart 1: Fatal Tree Care Accidents, 2009 – 2013: 
 

 

As per the Tree Care Industry Association (US)(“TCIA”):16  
 

“Tree Care Related Incidents in 2016 
 

TCIA learned of 153 tree care-related occupational incidents1 in calendar year 2016. 
Ninety-two of them were fatal. This report provides what we know about these incidents 
from the media accounts. 

 
Comparing 2016 with previous years, we reported 79, 81 and 87 occupational fatalities in 
2013, 2014 and 2015 respectively. 
 
 

 

16 Tree Care Industry Association (US). See 
http://www.tcia.org/TCIA/Blog_Items/2017/Tree_Care_Related_Incidents_in_2016 
 

http://www.tcia.org/TCIA/Blog_Items/2017/Tree_Care_Related_Incidents_in_2016
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The youngest victim we recorded was 18, the oldest was 70. The median age of the 
victim (all incidents) was 39. This relatively high median age suggests that complacency 
rather than ignorance plays a significant role in these incidents.  

 
Supporting this claim: 
 

• The typical fall victim was unsecured 
• The typical struck-by victim remained in the drop zone 
• The typical electrocution victim violated MAD and made contact through a 

conductive tool/object. 
 

For those accounts in which an employer was identified, 23 percent of all incidents 
occurred with TCIA member companies, and 77 percent occurred with non-members. 

 
The “Big Three” types of accident causation are the same as they have been in recent 
years: Fall, struck-by and electrical contact incidents comprise 31, 25 and 22 percent of 
the total incidents, respectively. 

 
The consistently high number of incidents in tree care over the past few years has 
attracted OSHA’s attention. At the time this report was published, at least 19 States in 
five OSHA regions were running “special emphasis” programs targeted at tree care and 
landscape firms.” 

 
As per the TCIA, the following Table shows the prevalence, severity and cause of injuries and 
fatalities in tree care in the US in 2016:17 
 
See next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17 See http://www.tcia.org/TCIA/Blog_Items/2017/Tree_Care_Related_Incidents_in_2016 

 

http://www.tcia.org/TCIA/Blog_Items/2017/Tree_Care_Related_Incidents_in_2016
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Figure 13 – TCIA – 2016 Tree Care Incidents: 
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In 2017 while the tree care related incidents in the US dropped to 129, there were still 72 
fatalities (as compared to 92 fatalities in 2016).18 
 

“The Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) learned of 129 tree care-related occupational 
incidents in 2017. According to research, 72 of the incidents were fatal. In addition, 45 
reported were serious injuries and 11 were minor injuries. 

 
Comparing 2017 with previous years, TCIA reported 81, 92 and 92 occupational fatalities 
in 2014, 2015 and 2016 respectively. The youngest victim recorded was 20, the oldest 
was 71. The average age of the victim (in all incidents) was 43. This relatively high 
average age suggests that complacency rather than ignorance plays a role in these 
incidents. Supporting claim: 

 
• The typical fall victim was unsecured. 
• The typical struck-by victim remained in the drop zone. 
• The typical electrocution victim violated “MAD” (minimum approach distance) and 
made contact through a conductive tool/object. 
 

 

18 Smalley, M. “TCIA reports tree care-related incidents in 2017” February 19, 2018. Retrieved January 17, 2020 
from https://www.lawnandlandscape.com/article/ll-021918-tcia-tree-care-incidents-2017/ 
 

https://tcia.org/
https://www.lawnandlandscape.com/article/ll-021918-tcia-tree-care-incidents-2017/
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For those accounts in which an employer was identified, 22 percent of all incidents 
occurred with TCIA member companies and 78 percent occurred with non-members. 

 
The “Big Three” types of accident causation are the same as they have been in recent 
years: fall, struck by and electrical contact incidents comprise 33, 33 and 17 percent of 
the total incidents respectively…” 

 
As per the International (all country) interim January 2020 statistics:19 
 
Figure 14 – Dripline – Tree Care Industry Accident Reports: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19 See http://dripline.net/accident-reports/ 
 

http://dripline.net/accident-reports/
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Figure 15 – Dripline – Fatalities: 

 

 
 

These statistics show that Arborists experience high injury and fatality rates from a variety of 
causes related to arboriculture.  The OHS Regulations for all aspects of Forestry need to be 
improved. Will this occur with the current Consultation? The WCB stated on page six of the 
Consultation that: 
 

“The purpose of the proposed amendments is to address the regulatory gaps in Part 26 
of the OHSR by introducing new regulations for arborists and arboricultural work. The 
proposed amendments will incorporate best practices from various standards, 
jurisdictions, arboricultural associations, and training programs.” 

 
The specific associations and training programs were not listed.  
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II. CONSULTATION OPTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
There were no Options associated with this Consultation Discussion Paper.  
 
III. REASONS FOR STAKEHOLDER POSITION: 
 
The specific issues and concerns are as follows: 
 
III.I. RELATED GUIDELINES: 
 
Will related Guidelines and materials be created (and regularly updated), and if so, will there be 
Consultations on these? CUPE would like to see the language of the Ontario WSIB materials 
reviewed and incorporated (note: this document is from 2011 and there are a number of 
changes and updates that need to be made). The Ontario Arborist Industry Safe Practices 
Manual was created by a number of stakeholders. These included: 
 

• Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) Ontario 
 

• Arborist Safe Work Practices Committee 
  

• Ontario Parks Association 
 

• Ontario Commercial Arborists Association 
 

• Landscape Ontario Horticultural Trades Association 
 

• Ontario Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture  
 

• Toronto Parks & Recreation 
 

• City of Burlington 
 

• Hydro One 
 

• Numerous private sector organizations and companies 
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Figure 16 – Arborist Industry Safe Work Practices:20 
 

 
 

 

20 Workplace Safety & Prevention Services. See https://www.wsps.ca/Shop/Information-
Products/Products/Arborist-Industry-Safe-Work-Practices-3rd-edition.aspx 

https://www.wsps.ca/Shop/Information-Products/Products/Arborist-Industry-Safe-Work-Practices-3rd-edition.aspx
https://www.wsps.ca/Shop/Information-Products/Products/Arborist-Industry-Safe-Work-Practices-3rd-edition.aspx
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While this document is nearly 10 years old, it contains useful information that should be 
reviewed and incorporated as part of the new OHS Regulations and Guidelines. For example: 
 
  Page 5 
 

   “1.0 Purpose 
 

The Arborist Industry Safe Work Practices (ASWP) committee is a volunteer committee 
for the arborist trade in Ontario whose purpose is to assist government agencies, WSIB, 
and Safe Workplace Associations to improve the health and safety of the arboricultural 
industry. 

 
This purpose is satisfied by: 
 

• The management and control of the content of the Arborist Industry Safe Work 
Practices document 

 
• Providing a location for government agencies, WSIB, and Safe Workplace 

Associations to access knowledge, skills and experience on health and safety 
related arboricultural matters 

 
• Providing a location for government agencies, WSIB, and Safe Workplace 

Associations to communicate with the arboricultural industry on health and 
safety related issues” 

 
  Page 8 
 
  That the scope of practice include: 
 

• Planting 
 

• Pruning 
 

• Repairing and maintaining and removing woody plants 
 

• Cutting brush and for using equipment in such operations outside of the 
Construction or Industrial Legislated Limits of Approach to energized electrical 
apparatus. For work within the Construction or Industrial legislated Limits of 
Approach the user should contact the Electrical and Utility Safety Association 
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Page 13 
 
Figure 17 – 5 Steps Model: 
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Page 14 

 
  Figure 18 – 5 Step Model: 
 

  
 
  Page 17 
 

Will WorkSafeBC (this term is used here rather than the WCB to avoid confusion with 
the WSIB) update any related legislation, OHS Regulations and Guidelines as was done in 
Ontario?  
 
There is a lengthy list of OHSA Regulations that were reviewed and referred to in 
relation to Regulations pertaining to Arborists as per Figure 19 below.  
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Figure 19 – Related Legislation and Regulations: 
 

 
 

Page 21 
 
Has WorkSafeBC included all the potentially applicable hazards in Section 26 of the 
proposed OHS Regulations? These include: 
 

• Biotic conditions 
  

• Chemical 
 

• Climactic Conditions 
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• Electrical  

 
• Ergonomics 

 
• Gravity 

 
• Mechanical 

 
• Pedestrian 

 
• Vehicular 

 
(See page 107 of the Ontario Arborist Industry Safe Practices Manual as well).  
 
As per the page 26, hazard assessments must occur prior to commencing work. The 
proposed WorkSafeBC OHS Regulations need to more clearly reflect that. The Ontario 
Arborist Industry Safe Practices Manual states this requirement succinctly: 
 

   “MANDATORY INFORMATION 
 

• All hazards at the work site must be identified, mitigated and communicated to 
all workers prior to starting work. 

 
• The work site must be continually monitored for changes to hazards and 

appropriate barriers put in place. 
 

• A first aid kit must be available and workers instructed on its use.” 
 
The Tables on pages 22, 24 and 26 illustrate this. 
 
Figures 20, 21 and 22 – Work Practices (one of three illustrations on safe work 
practices). See pages 24 and 26 as well.  
 
See next page. 
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Figure 20 – Work Practices: 
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Figure 21 – Work Practices: 
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Figure 22 – Work Practices: 
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As per Figure 23, WorkSafeBC needs to expand the proposed OHS Regulations to include 
numerous other areas related to arboriculture. 
 
Figure 23 – Work Practices: 
 

 
 

The work practices from pages 29 to 100 of the Ontario Arborist Industry Safe Practices 
Manual need to be updated and incorporated into the proposed OHS Regulations and / 
or related Guidelines. This includes the Emergency Response and Emergency Plan 
provisions as well. The procedures proposed by WorkSafeBC in Section 26.12.0.4 are 
limited to tree climbing. There is much more that needs to be incorporated, as per 
Figure 23 above, and pages 29 to 100 of the Ontario Arborist Industry Safe Practices 
Manual (which may have been updated and requires amendments). 
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Finally, the Terms and Definitions in Section 26.1 Definitions the proposed OHS 
Regulations need to be amended and expanded. The list of definitions proposed by 
WorkSafeBC needs to be expanded to include updated terms and definitions from the 
Glossary of Terms at pages 101 to 105 of the Ontario Arborist Industry Safe Practices 
Manual.  

 
III.II. HAZARD AND RISK ASSESSMENTS: 
 
As per Section III.I. above, there needs to be a rigorous comprehensive hazard and risk 
management plan in place. Has the WCB addressed the hazard and risk assessment and 
management issues identified in previous CUPE submissions, which directly overlap with the 
current Consultation? CUPE submitted an unsolicited August 28, 2019 submission on hazards 
and risk in the workplace. This applies to the comments made on pages 17 and 18 of the 
Consultation Discussion Paper under “Proposed section 18.3.1 Risk Assessment”. 

 
Figure 24 – CUPE Submission – Risk Management – August 28, 2019:  
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III.III. STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK – PRE-CONSULTATION: 

 
Has the WCB contacted the following industry associations? As an example (not an exhaustive 
list). CUPE has contacted organizations such as Municipal Locals within the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees, the BC Federation of Labour and some of the associations listed below: 
 

 The BC Municipal Safety Association at https://www.bcmsa.ca/ 
 

 The International Society of Arboriculture at https://www.isa-arbor.com/  
 

 Ontario Workplace Safety & Insurance Board https://www.wsib.ca/en 
 

 Ontario Workplace Safety & Prevention Services 
https://www.wsps.ca/Shop/Information-Products/Products/Arborist-Industry-Safe-
Work-Practices-3rd-edition.aspx 
 

 The Ontario Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture at 
https://isaontario.com/ 
 

 Tree Care Industry Association at https://tcia.org/TCIA/Default.aspx?hkey=18f94022-
9bd6-4327-bec9-0a790dae328c&WebsiteKey=b9a41e1f-978d-4585-9172-
c411c78c5c14  
 

 Related educational institutions e.g. British Columbia Institute of Technology (“BCIT”) 
at https://www.bcit.ca/study/programs/7470dipma 

 
 IV.  CONCLUSION:  

  

CUPE appreciates the work, time and outreach to stakeholders. Given that lives are at stake in 
this high risk sector it is important to ensure that new OHS Regulations have a thorough and 
rigorous review. As per page six of the Consultation Discussion Paper: 
 

“The purpose of the proposed amendments is to address the regulatory gaps in Part 26 
of the OHSR by introducing new regulations for arborists and arboricultural work. The 
proposed amendments will incorporate best practices from various standards, 
jurisdictions, arboricultural associations, and training programs.” 

 
 (Emphasis added) 
 
 

https://www.bcmsa.ca/
https://www.isa-arbor.com/
https://www.wsib.ca/en
https://www.wsps.ca/Shop/Information-Products/Products/Arborist-Industry-Safe-Work-Practices-3rd-edition.aspx
https://www.wsps.ca/Shop/Information-Products/Products/Arborist-Industry-Safe-Work-Practices-3rd-edition.aspx
https://isaontario.com/
https://tcia.org/TCIA/Default.aspx?hkey=18f94022-9bd6-4327-bec9-0a790dae328c&WebsiteKey=b9a41e1f-978d-4585-9172-c411c78c5c14
https://tcia.org/TCIA/Default.aspx?hkey=18f94022-9bd6-4327-bec9-0a790dae328c&WebsiteKey=b9a41e1f-978d-4585-9172-c411c78c5c14
https://tcia.org/TCIA/Default.aspx?hkey=18f94022-9bd6-4327-bec9-0a790dae328c&WebsiteKey=b9a41e1f-978d-4585-9172-c411c78c5c14
https://www.bcit.ca/study/programs/7470dipma
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If the WCB wants to have best practices incorporated into the OHS Regulations, a much more 
expansive look at other materials, such as the Ontario Arborist Industry Safe Practices Manual. 
 
As stated at page six the Consultation Discussion Paper: 
 

“Arboricultural work can be dangerous with the potential for serious injury or death.”  
 
The extensive statistics in this submission show that this sector has high risk for injury and 
death. Updated, current best practices are not just an option, they are a requirement.  
 
CUPE reserves the right to respond to any additions or changes to the current Consultation and 
any changes to related Compensation Policy, Practice Directives, OHS Regulations, OHS Policies, 
OHS Guidelines, OHS Standards, Forms, etc. 
     
 
Respectfully submitted,  

  
Tom McKenna  
CUPE National Health and Safety Representative  
 

CC:  Paul Faoro, President, CUPE BC Division  
Trevor Davies, Secretary-Treasurer, CUPE BC Division  
Meena Brisard, BC Regional Director  
Leanne MacMillan, Acting CUPE National Director, Research, Job Evaluation and Health 
and Safety  
Rob Jandric, BC Assistant Regional Director  
Troy Winters, CUPE National Senior Officer, Health and Safety Representative  
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