
Name: Denise Parks  
Local: 402-02 
Employer: Surrey Public Library 
 
How long have you worked at the library? Member since 1995. 
 
Job Title: Currently 13 years as the Circulation Supervisor. 
(Previously two years as a regular part time circulation assistant, 
six years as a casual circulation assistant.) 
 
Tell us about the work you do or an innovative service or program 
you support: 
 

While many businesses and service counters are promoting 'do it yourself' transactions, Surrey 
libraries continue to have fully staffed Circulation counters to assist patrons with borrowing/returning 
items, settling accounts, making requests and always with a cheery greeting and welcoming smile 
for everyone in our community. 
 
What does being a CUPE member mean to you? 
 
Working with a team of activists that continually strives to improve the working condition for all 
workers, not just our members. Knowing that I have a voice that will be heard. 
 

Name: Inder Pannu 

Local: 391 

Employer:  Vancouver Public Library 

 

How long have you worked at the library? 23 years. 

 

Job Title: Supervisor. 

 

Tell us about the work you do or an innovative service or program you support: 
 
One of Vancouver Public Library’s most innovative programs is the aboriginal storyteller in 
residence. 
 
The aboriginal storyteller in residence involves promoting storytelling as a way of sharing culture and 
building memory. 

The aboriginal storyteller in residence provides a valuable link between the library and aboriginal 
communities as a way to honour aboriginal culture and traditions, and connect storytellers and 
listeners. For both aboriginal and non-aboriginal participants, this promotes intercultural 
understanding and communication. 

Created in 2008, Vancouver Public Library’s aboriginal storyteller in residence program was the first 
program of its kind at a BC public library and the second at a Canadian public library. 

What does being a CUPE member mean to you? 
 
Being a CUPE member means that I am part of the community and the communities that surrounds 

me.  
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Name: Kelly Davison 

Local: CUPE 2254 

Employer: Grand Forks & District Public Library  

How long have you worked at the library?  4 years on the job (as of October 2nd). 

Job Title: Circulation services library assistant. 

Tell us about the work you do or an innovative service or program you support: 

Our library is fine free for late items which helps reduce barriers for low income patrons in our 

community. I enjoy working in a library that is inclusive in this way. 

What does being a CUPE member mean to you? 
 
Being an active member of CUPE has allowed me to learn about worker rights, meet many other 
people interested in improving work environments and realize the concerns we share. CUPE has 
empowered me with tools to help myself, coworkers and any worker (unionized or not) make more 
informed decisions. I will always be grateful for the dedicated members who keep CUPE strong. 

 


