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The CUPE BC Women’s Committee is committed to supporting and for the past two 

years we focused our attention on women in our union and built our own knowledge to 

share with members around the province. 

 

We also have identified a number of key events and dates for locals to put on their 

calendars to participate or host events in their communities. This includes the annual 

Sisters in Spirit vigils held across the province on October 4th, the annual Day for the 

Elimination of Violence Against Women on December 6th, and International Women’s 

Day on March 8th. What follows below is a report of activities that took place since the 

last convention. 

 

Women of CUPE BC Video 

Last year we asked CUPE BC convention delegates to participate in video interviews 

highlighting the strength of women in our union. This was an opportunity to share insight 

with the public about the positive impact our members have across the province, across 

sectors and in our communities. 

 

We encourage you to check out the interviews on the CUPE BC website. 

 

Women’s Marches  

On January 21, 2017 women from around the world organized and mobilized in 

marches in response to the outcome of the US election. Members of the CUPE BC 

Women’s committee participated in marches in Vancouver, Seattle and Kitchener and 

shared their experiences at our meeting in March. 

 

"For me it was the power of 1,000 voices joining in to one to make a statement not only 

for this generation, but for the next one too.  There's a vibe around marching in 

solidarity. There is no power greater in the world than marching with people on the 
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same wavelength as you.  The sense of power and solidarity that you get.  There's 

nothing like it – we will forge partnerships and mobilize our power to move forward. We 

can use the anger that Trump has given us to harness that power.” 

- Rose Jurkic, CUPE Local 1123 

CUPE Metro International Women’s Day Lunch 

On Wednesday, March 8th at the Old Mill Boat House in Port Moody, the CUPE Metro 

District Labour Council held its 8th Annual International Women's Day and hosted 

women from the Tri-Cities (Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam and Port Moody) area for lunch 

and sisterhood.  

 

Joanne Foote an aboriginal elder (and HEU sister) opened our event. M’Girl provided 

the music and sang a moving healing song to recognize the passing of long time Metro 

activist, Sister Brenda Coombs. MLA from Coquitlam-Maillardville, Selina Robinson was 

our keynote speaker – pointing out the much needed change in government.  

 

A highlight was the spontaneous round dance where everyone in the hall held hands in 

a circle and danced! 

 

October 4th –  Sisters in Spirit Vigils and December 6th – Day of Elimination for 

Violence Against Women 

At last year’s CUPE BC convention a comprehensive resolution in support of supporting 

October 4th and December 6th vigils passed unanimously. CUPE members from the 

lower mainland gathered on October 4th for the Sisters In Spirit vigil on Vancouver’s 

Downtown Eastside to remember murdered and missing indigenous women and to 

support their families. Moving tributes to the MMIW were also accompanied by 

performances by Butterflies In Spirit as well as a musical tribute (the song “No More 

Stolen Sisters”) from Enter Tribal. 

 

Members from the Metro area attended the BC Federation of Labour’s December 6th 

candlelight vigil held in Surrey to remember the 14 women murdered at Ecole 

Polytecnique in Montreal in 1989. Speakers included Surrey MLAs Sue Hammell and 
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Bruce Ralston, Bob Jackson (PSAC) Irene Lanzinger (BC Fed), as well as many 

community members. 

 

The Victoria Regional Women’s Committee of the Public Service Alliance of Canada BC 

(PSAC) invited VIDC to attend a memorial event on December 4th, 2016. The 

Candlelight vigil was held at Holland Park on Dallas Road in Victoria. A handful of 

women braved the bitter ocean breezes to listen to passionate words of remembrance 

and cries for the need to end violence against women.  Memorial drawings were hung 

from the branches of a nearby tree and most of the women held candles during the 

vigil. Emotions ran high as the women present remembered the women in their lives 

who were either lost to violence or who were still entangled in a life of violence. 

The VIDC Women’s committee donated toiletries and other items left over from our 

Purses For Hope project as well as a cheque for $200 of support for an initiative to 

support women’s organizations in Victoria and Duncan. This was the second year that 

the VIDC Women’s Committee donated money and items to this important event and 

we hope to make it an annual endeavor. 

 

Capacity Building and Training 

The CUPE BC Women’s Committee continued its commitment to support women in our 

union and focussed on building capacity within our committee and our Locals through 

engagement, education and empowerment. We invited a number of guest speakers to 

present at our meetings over the past year. 

   

The Director of the United Way of the Lower Mainland’s Labour Participation 

Department, Nikki Hill, presented the “Tampon Tuesday” project which raises 

awareness of low-income and homeless women. This involves collecting donated 

feminine hygiene products (FHP) and distributing them through various United Way-

funded agencies. 

 

The Committee was inspired by Joey Hartman (President of the Vancouver and District 

Labour Council) and the Re:Sisters (a music group made up of union women) who 



CUPE BC Women’s Committee Report                                                                                       Page 4 of 5 

 
 

delivered a presentation on BC women’s labour history through music and song. With 

pictures and video, we learned that women have contributed so much to the labour 

movement and social justice over the years and will continue to honour the work our 

sisters fought so hard for. 

 

Kyla Epstein, Member Engagement Officer at BCIT’s Faculty and Staff Association (and 

CUPE 1004 member) presented the BCITFSA’s award and grant winning Diversity 

Circles Project, an Indigenous framework that builds a culture of mentoring and 

community outreach to address diversity in the areas of gender, intercultural, and 

cognitive (neuro), using peer-to-peer networking to improve equity and inclusion in their 

working conditions through means outside of collective bargaining.  

 

CUPE National Women’s Committee 

The NWC has met twice since the last CUPE BC Convention, from October 24 – 26, 

2016 and from February 15 – 17, 2017.  The focus of our October meeting was two-fold; 

progress towards priorities as cited in the action plan passed at the 2015 National 

Convention – which included anti-oppression training, violence against women, and pay 

equity – and meeting with the National Persons with Disabilities Committee for a ½ day 

presentation and conversation with guest presenter Bonnie Brayton, the Executive 

Director of DAWN Canada (Disability Women’s Network), to discuss the relationship 

between violence and disability, specifically targeted towards women.   

 

Our most recent meeting of the NWC was at a Joint Equity Committee Meeting in 

February where all 5 equity-seeking groups were able to meet both separately and 

collectively to determine the priorities to be forwarded at the next National Convention.  

The priorities of the NWC, as written in the resolutions to be distributed by committee 

members to local, councils, and divisions were those of precarious work and a living 

wage, and the issue of domestic violence and harassment in the workplace. 
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Resolutions at Convention 

Our resolutions cover a variety of topics this year. Please support our resolutions on 

cuts to legal aid, anti-child poverty, violence against women, the murdered and missing 

aboriginal sisters, and precarious work. 

 

Recognition: Sister Brenda Coombs (CUPE 15) 

The committee would like to take a moment to remember our Sister Brenda Coombs 

who passed away this past February. She was a tireless advocate for women in the 

labour movement and an extraordinary femtor. Generous in sharing her vast knowledge 

of history and her experiences in our union, she exemplified what it meant to mentor 

activists. Many members around the province took courses with Sister Coombs and 

many members facilitated with her too – her dedication to member to member 

facilitation, her commitment to the women’s movement and her expertise in labour 

relations will be missed more than we could ever express.  

 

The committee would like to thank Sisters Natasha Morley and Janet Szliske for their 

support and enthusiasm for the work this committee does. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Karen Ranalletta, Chair 
Niki Lord, Co-Chair 
Sarah Bjorknas 
Sheryl Burns 
Joyce Griffiths  
Rose Jurkic  
Kayla Kinloch 
Kelly Mault  
Kalinda Naismith 
Ann Purvis 
Julie Roberts  
Patricia Skalozub 
Carla Willems 
Laurie Whyte 
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