
 

 

 
December 3, 2020 
 

 
Hon. Chrystia Freeland               Via email:   fin.minfinance-financemin@canada.ca 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance         infc.minister-ministre.infc@canada.ca  
MP, University-Rosedale            chrystia.freeland@canada.ca  
90 Elgin Street catherine.mckenna@canada.ca  
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0G5            
 
Hon. Catherine McKenna 
Minister of Infrastructure and Communities 
MP, Ottawa Centre 
P.O. Box 8777 Postal Station T 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 1C0 
 
Dear Ministers, 
 
The Canadian Union of Public Employees-BC is British Columbia’s largest union, representing 100,000 
members who work in public education, municipalities, health care, libraries, transportation and post-
secondary education. Our membership includes more than 6,000 workers at the University of British 
Columbia who provide support, instruction, research, trades, clerical and ancillary services to the more than 
55,000 students studying at Canada’s second largest post-secondary institution. CUPE BC also represents 
the nearly 1,000 transit workers who serve as attendants, control operators, maintenance and technical staff 
for the SkyTrain rapid transit network across British Columbia’s South Coast. 
 
Growth in affordable and sustainable public transit use is of enormous social, economic and environmental 
benefit. Public transit provides affordable mobility to workers of all socio-economic backgrounds, supports 
amenity access for key populations like youth, students, seniors and those with mobility challenges, and 
supports a transition away from personal vehicle travel. Transportation currently accounts for nearly one 
quarter of Canada’s carbon emissions and the Government of Canada has quite correctly stated that 
upgrading public transit systems across the country is a key tactic in curbing the effects of climate change 
and meeting our international obligations. 
 
In a recent presentation to the Union of British Columbia Municipalities, TransLink CEO Kevin Desmond 
reported that the transit system in BC’s lower mainland was a world leader in ridership growth. He said that 
despite the recent impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on transit use, the factors driving increased transit 
ridership of climate change, land use changes, and traffic congestion would continue to push transit demand 
higher in the years to come. Ridership statistics support Desmond’s claim as TransLink saw 24.8% increase 
in total boardings between 2015 and 2019. Though this growth represents a tremendous achievement in 
moving our communities towards more sustainable transportation choices, the figures showed declining 
growth towards the end of this period. 
 
To continue a pattern of success and achieve our climate goals, further timely investments are needed in the 
essential infrastructure that supports continued ridership expansion and efficient operation of our transit 
systems. One such vital project is the proposed extension of the SkyTrain system’s Millennium Line. Current 
system expansion funding has provided resources to support the Broadway Subway Project, an extension of 



 

 
the existing line from Clark Street through to Arbutus Street, and I am writing to express our Union’s support 
for the further expansion of this line to the University of British Columbia Point Grey Campus.  
  
This extension is a critical project for the well-being of the region. UBC is one of BC’s largest employers and 
sees 150,000 daily trips by travellers originating from a wide catchment area. Currently, only 80,000 of those 
trips use public transit with more than 1,000 busses flowing through the UBC transit exchange each day. This 
system is already under immense pressure, as evidenced by the more than 500,000 pass-ups on the 
Broadway-UBC corridor each year, and adding more busses is not an efficient strategy to address expected 
demand increases. While the Broadway Subway Project will relieve some pressure on this route, it leaves the 
majority of the corridor struggling with the same challenges currently being experienced. In a 2019 study by 
the City of Vancouver and University of British Columbia, researchers concluded that SkyTrain was the only 
option to address the transit needs of this corridor in the coming fifty years.  
 
As British Columbia and Canada seek venue for economic investment in response to the devastating 
economic effects of the global COVID-19 pandemic, the UBC SkyTrain Extension delivers on a number of 
key recovery goals. Not only will the project help meet our climate targets, it will expand affordable access to 
post-secondary education options for students, and provide greater community access to the research 
facilities, medical health resources and community services of the university. The current Broadway Subway 
Project is expected to produce more than 13,000 person-years of new employment and if aligned with the 
current project completion dates, the expanded project would extend those employment opportunities from 
2025 through to 2030. Further, the UBC SkyTrain Extension supports the goals of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples through a partnership with the Musqueam, Squamish and 
Tsleil-Waututh First Nations. 
 
I would like to further recommend that the project be constructed using a community benefit agreement 
(CBA) model. CBAs have been used in communities across North America for more than twenty years to 
ensure that large publicly-funded infrastructure projects are constructed by qualified local workers earning a 
fair wage, and that they support the hiring of Indigenous Peoples, apprentices and women in trades. These 
agreements maximize return on funds invested by mandating that tax dollars are reinvested in local 
communities, workers and businesses, and that the investment leaves a legacy of experience, skills and 
employability among the workers who contribute to the project.  
 
In closing, I would like to recognize the work of the federal government in mobilizing the resources necessary 
to help Canadian’s endure these effects of this unprecedented pandemic. As the Government of Canada now 
looks to support a post-pandemic recovery, I encourage you to fund the UBC SkyTrain Extension as a very 
valuable contribution to a just and green recovery for BC’s South Coast communities. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Paul Faoro 
President 
CUPE British Columbia 
 
 
PF/KB 

 
 

cc: Honourable Anne Kang, British Columbia Minister of Advanced Education and Skills Training  
 Honourable Rob Fleming, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure  

Honourable George Heyman, British Columbia Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
 Honourable Josie Osborne, British Columbia Minister of Municipal Affairs 

Honourable Bowinn Ma, Minister of State for Infrastructure 
 Dr. Santa Ono, President and Vice-Chancellor, University of British Columbia 
 Mark Hancock, President, Canadian Union of Public Employees 
 Laird Cronk, President, BCFED 
 Gillian Glass, President, CUPE 2278 

Dave Lance, President, CUPE 116 
 Karan Ranalletta, President, CUPE 2950 
 Tony Robelo, President, CUPE 7000 


