
Dear Pembroke, Duxbury and Hanson residents: It’s my honor 
to serve the Sixth Plymouth District in the Massachusetts 

state legislature. I work hard to be an effective voice for our district 
and to keep the lines of communication open. In contrast to what is 

happening in Washington D.C., here in Massachusetts 
we seek a path of cooperation, consensus and problem-
solving. Working with my colleagues in the Legislature 
we have made progress on numerous issues of both local 
and national importance, some of which are detailed 
here. Just as important as sharing news is listening to 
and understanding your concerns. I encourage you to 

reach out to me about any issue or constituent matter that’s on your 
mind. You can reach my State House office at 617-722-2080 or email 
me directly at rep@joshcutler.com. I also have regular office hours 
around the district. 

There is still much work to be done and this November I will be 
standing for re-election for another two-year term. I would be honored 
to earn your vote again. Again, thank you for this opportunity to serve 
as your representative!

September
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Rep. Josh S. Cutler
State House, Room 26

Boston, MA 02133

617-722-2080
josh.cutler@mahouse.gov

josh@joshcutler.com

Vice-chair, Small Business & Community Development
House Ways & Means

Telecommunications, Utilities & Energy

Rep. Cutler Office Hours
Pembroke Senior Center: the 1st and 3rd Friday  

of every month from 9am to 10am;
 

Hanson Senior Center: the 1st and 3rd Friday  
of every month from 10am to 11am; 

 
Duxbury Senior Center: the 2nd and 4th Friday  

of every month from 9am to 10am.

Local amendments passed in budget 
I’m pleased to report that the following local amendments were 

successfully added to the FY19 state budget recently signed into law 
by Gov. Baker.

• $35,000 for aquatic pond harvester for town of Duxbury
• $30,000 for Pembroke Housing Authority to help pay for new 

roof on housing unit.
• $25,000 for pond clean up in town of Pembroke
• $30,000 for economic development in South Hanson  
• $40,000 for mobile dewatering water pump for Duxbury and sur-

rounding coastal towns. 
• $170,000 for Center Plymouth County Water District to help with  

management of area ponds. 
• $35,000 for Whitman-Hanson Regional School District to pur-

chase more chrome books for students.



State House Art show 
highlights local students
A record number of 

local high school 
artists participated in Rep. 
Cutler’s annual 6th Plym-
outh District Student Art 
Show, and had their works 
displayed at the State 
House in Boston. A panel 
of local judges juried the 
pieces and chose awards in 
four categories: painting, photography, drawing/pastels and mixed 
media.  A full list of all students who participated or won awards 
is posted to Rep. Cutler’s website. 

House bills honor 
military veterans
The House of Representatives re-

cently approved two bills to support 
Massachusetts’ veterans. Every municipal-
ity in the Commonwealth will now desig-
nate one parking space at its town or city 
hall as “veterans-only parking.” The House 
also took action to enable municipalities to 
more easily collect donations for their Vet-
erans Memorial and Patriotic Celebration 
Funds. This legislation allows towns to in-
clude a check-off box on tax bills through 
which residents can pledge donations for 
the creation and restoration of monuments 
and other activities that honor the contribu-
tions and sacrifices of local veterans.

The Legislature has passed legislation 
providing added protections and 

resources for consumers in the event of a 
data security breach that impacts a credit 
agency or other business.  

Under the new law, credit freezes, lifts 
or removals must be provided to consumers 
without a charge. Credit agencies or busi-
nesses must provide one year of free credit 
monitoring after any breach. It also:

• Modernizes the current law by allow-
ing consumers to request credit freezes 
electronically or by telephone.

• In the event of a breach, mandates that 
credit agencies place a security freeze on 
a consumer report within one day of an 
electronic or telephone request, and within 
three days of receipt of a written request. 

• Credit agencies must lift a security 
freeze within 3 days of written request and 
15 minutes of an electronic/ phone request.

For the first time in Massachusetts, this 
legislation establishes specific guidelines 
for parents and guardians to freeze ac-
counts of children under age 16 and inca-
pacitated individuals.  

New law protects 
consumer credit

New bill passed to prevent 
handicapped parking fraud 
The House has passed leg-

islation authorizing the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles to 
investigate charges that some-
one has falsely obtained, or is 
falsely using, a handicapped 
parking placard or plate. It also 
allows the RMV to require 

documentation when determin-
ing if an applicant is eligible for 
a handicapped plate or placard. 
This bill creates fines for inten-
tionally making false statements 
to obtain placard: $500 for 1st 
offense and $1,000 for 2nd or 
subsequent offense.

PEMBROKE FOOD PANTRY ASSISTANCE: The Pembroke Firehouse Food Pantry 
received $25,000 in state funding this year thanks to a budget amendment 
Rep. Cutler filed along with Sen. Vinny deMacedo. “We are so pleased to see 
that the fruits this effort will now be helping hundreds of needy families in the 
Pembroke area,” Rep. Cutler said during a check presentation. 



SHOVELS READY: Rep. Cutler recently joined 
Sen. Pat O’Connor and Duxbury Senior Center 
Director Joanne Moore to help break ground for 
the senior center expansion project. The center 
also received a state appropriation of $50,000  
thanks to a budget amendment filed by Sen. 
O’Connor and Rep. Cutler in the FY17 budget.

Environmental 
bond bill approved 
Rep. Cutler joined his colleagues in 

passing an Environmental Bond 
Bill focused on improving climate change 
resiliency, enhancing natural resource pro-
tection and investing in parks and recre-
ational assets.

The legislation, recently signed into law 
by Gov. Baker, ensures that Massachu-
setts can continue to plan for a changing 
climate, including along our vulnerable 
coastlines. Notably it also includes an au-
thorization of $1.5M for Duxbury coastal 
infrastructure improvements and $1M for 
Pembroke dredging needs. More broadly, it 
includes:

• $225M for community investment 
grants;

• $100M for energy and environment 
coastal infrastructure;

• $100M for hazard mitigation, climate 
adaptation, and resilient land conservation;

• $75M for municipal vulnerability 
preparedness;

• $55M for river & wetland restoration;
Additionally, the legislation creates and 

funds a Global Warming Solutions Trust 
Fund to fund implementation of the Global 
Warming Solutions Act, and state and local 
strategies for climate adaptation.

Duxbury Beach Reservation 
awarded $500,000 state grant
 The Duxbury Beach Reservation Inc. has been awarded a 
$500,000 Coastal Resilience Grant through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs. The Duxbury Beach 
Reservation will construct a 3,600-foot-long dune restoration 
project between the first and second crossovers on Duxbury 
Beach to improve the resilience of the barrier beach system and 
provide storm surge and wave protection to the Duxbury Beach 
access road and the communities of Duxbury and Kingston.

Hanson awarded $400,000 
for key intersection revamp

The town of Hanson has received a $400,000 grant under 
the MassDOT Complete Streets program for Liberty Street and 
County Road Pedestrian and Traffic Signal Improvements. The 
project will include a new fully actuated traffic signal system at 
the intersection to improve signal visibility and layout, a bicycle 
detection system, a pedestrian crossing island, crosswalks, and 
sidewalk and curb ramp improvements. 

Pembroke gets $228,000 via 
Green Communities fund

The town of Pembroke was one of 80 municipalities around 
the state selected to receive a Green Communities Grant in 2018. 
Pembroke received $228,690 to fund energy conservation mea-
sures, LED lighting and boiler controls in several municipal facili-
ties, including the Police Station, Town Hall, and Public Library, 
as well as Hobomock, Bryantville, and North Pembroke Elemen-
tary Schools and Pembroke Community Middle School.  

Rep. Cutler and Rep. Geoff Diehl of 
Whitman were pleased to wel-
come the Whitman-Hanson Varsity 
Cheerleading team to the State 
House to be recognized for their 
third consecutive Division 2 State 
Championship season!



Gov. signs bill to 
honor Hanson’s 
Mann

Gov. Baker has 
signed into law a bill 
filed by Rep. Cutler, 
Sen. Brady and Rep 
David DeCoste of Ha-
nover to dedicate the 
Winter Street Bridge 
after the late Charles 
W. Mann. 

Rep. Mann’s career 
in public service spans 
more than five decades. After graduat-
ing from Hanover High School he served 
a stint in the Army and later graduated 
from Northeastern University. He began 
his public service career as a member of 
the Hanson School Committee and then 
ran successfully for State Representative, 
where he served as Assistant Minority 
Whip. Rep. Mann worked in the adminis-
tration of Gov. Frank Sargent and later in 
his career served the town of Hanson as 
Moderator, a position he held for twenty 
years. A dedication will be held in Oct. 

Rep. Cutler leads House 
effort on energy efficiency 
Rep. Cutler successfully advocated in the House for a bill 

to update the state’s aging appliance efficiency standards. 
The legislation (H.4737) updates energy efficiency standards for 
common household appliances and provides a simple way to save 
consumers money and reduce electricity use. Studies have esti-
mated that updating efficiency standards could reduce electricity 
use in Mass. by 3% while saving consumers millions of dollars a 
year. The bill is now pending in the Senate. 

New bill to promote civics 
education signed into law
Civics education will get a boost in following passage of a 

new state law supported by Rep. Cutler which is aimed 
at promoting U.S. history and social science in Massachusetts 
public schools. The goal is to promote civic service and “prepare 
students, morally and intellectually, for the duties of citizenship.” 
Students would also have to complete a hands-on civics project.

Subject matters included are U.S. and Massachusetts history; 
the U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence; the func-
tion and branches of local, state and federal government; media 
literacy; the “roles and responsibilities of a citizen in a democ-
racy”; and proper treatment of the U.S. flag. The bill does not 
require any new mandate for graduation requirements.

CLEAN UP & EAT UP:  Green Hanson hosts their 
annual Clean-Up, Green-Up event to collect litter 
and beautify the town and Rep. Cutler provided 
pizzas for the hungry troops afterwards. Thanks 
to WH Senior to Marc Benjamino  for assistance 
and to Sue Gaspar and all the volunteers for your 
efforts.  

Wampatuck Pond funded 
The Town of Hanson has received a state grant of $20,000 for 

Wampatuck Pond water testing thanks to a budget earmark filed 
by Rep. Cutler and Sen. Brady as part of the FY18 state budget.  



Duxbury gets green 
grant of $139,000

 The town of Duxbury has received 
a state grant of $139,000 following our 
designation as a Green Community. A lot 
of work went into qualifying for the Green 
Community program and also applying 
for the funds, which will be used to benefit 
energy efficiency programs at Chandler 
and Alden Schools. The even better news 
is now that we are designated as Green 
Community the town can apply for proj-
ects every year.

State House intern 
program ongoing

This year we welcomed a number of 
talented student interns to the State House. 
Our interns perform a range of valuable 
services to our office and help with constit-
uent service, bill tracking, letter drafting, 
research and special projects. For more 
info on internship opportunities contact 
Rep. Cutler’s legislative aide Cole Angley 
at cole.angley@mahouse.gov.

Opioid prevention law 
includes parental notice
New opioid prevention legislation recently signed into law 

by Gov. Baker includes language from a bill filed by Rep. 
Cutler and Sen. Vinny deMacedo to better ensure that parents are 
notified when their loves ones are discharged early following a 
civil commitment for substance abuse. Rep. Cutler filed the bill 
following the tragic death of a young man, Stephen Berry, from 
Pembroke who was released early from a treatment facility and 
overdosed the next day, before his family even knew he had been 
released. 

Previously an individual committed under 
Section 35 was often discharged before the 
maximum 90-day period ended without 
notification to parents or loved ones. The 
result was that some patients returned in the 
outside world without adequate supports in 
place. The new provision will make it easier 
for families to be notified of such a release 
so they can help the individual better transi-
tion and continue their treatment if neces-
sary. 

Data shows that the time immediately 
after release can be some of the most crucial 
time on the path to recovery. Even a small 
gesture such as having a family member 
available to pick up individual from the fa-
cility can make a significant difference. 

Rep. Cutler applauded the efforts of the 
Berry family, including his father Tom Berry 
and uncle Dave Soper, to channel their tragic 
loss in a meaningful way and work to pre-
vent another family from experiencing the 
same heartache.



The Mass. House recently passed its budget  
for the upcoming fiscal year. This $42 billion 

balanced budget makes investments in programs and 
services across the Commonwealth. Here are some 
notes and highlights:

• Overall budget is increased by 3.1%, which in-
cludes setting aside $88M to boost our state stabiliza-

tion (rainy day) fund.
• Revenue bench-

marks are trending 
positive, currently up 
about $892M, but a sig-
nificant portion of that 
is attributed to prepay-
ment under new Federal 
tax law changes.

• Health care & 
Mass. Health remains 
the largest chunk of the 
budget (41%) followed 

by Education (15%) and Local Aid (14%).
• Local Aid is increased overall by $220M. 
• Provides $4.9 billion in Chapter 70 education 

funding, including an increase of $39 million from 
to address increasing teacher and faculty healthcare 
costs. 

• $300 million for Circuit Breaker Special Educa-
tion reimbursement.

• $90 million for Charter School Reimbursement.
• $63.5 million for Regional School Transportation 

reimbursement.
• Additional $22M for housing and homeless fund-

ing.
• Additional $37M for substance abuse treatment & 

prevention
• $66M for early childhood education
• Increase in the earned income tax credit
• Outside section includes enhanced oversight of 

Mass. State Police, including a special audit unit with-
in the department, under outside reporting authority.

The budget was recently signed by Gov. Baker.  

House passes 
balanced budget

State finances are 
now more ‘CTHRU’ 

The Commonwealth’s Fi-
nancial Records Transparency 
Platform, known as CTHRU, 
now offers expanded data on 
all state spending and finances. 
With support of the Legislature 
and the Governor, this new site 
was launched by the state comp-
troller and has quickly become a national model for 
its depth, breadth, timeliness, and its intuitive experi-
ence for exploring how and where our tax dollars are 
utilized. The website for the CTRHU Open Records 
platform is www.mass.gov/comptroller/cthru

Local aid, substance abuse  
and human resources focus

GOOD SAMARITAN LAW: Rep. Cutler recently joined with the 
Knights of Columbus and local law enforcement to promote a 
public awareness campaign about the state’s Good Samaritan 
law -- “Friends Don’t Let Friends Die.” The goal is to address 
the overdose abandonment problem and make sure folks 
know how to help a friend who has overdosed and that they 
make take responsibility without facing sanctions. The KofC 
have produced cards to distribute with important information 
about the law. 


