
Dear resident:  It’s my honor to serve the residents of 
the Sixth Plymouth District in the Massachusetts state 

legislature. I work hard to be an effective voice for our district and to 
keep the lines of communication open. Working with my colleagues 
in the Legislature we have made progress on numerous issues of 
both local and national importance, some of which are detailed here. 
Just as important as sharing news is listening to and understanding 
your concerns. I encourage you to reach out to me about any issue or 
constituent matter that’s on your mind. You can reach my State House 
office at 617-722-2810 or email me directly at rep@joshcutler.com. I 
also have regular office hours around the district. Again, thank you for 
this opportunity to serve as your representative!
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Rep. Josh S. Cutler
State House, Room 167

Boston, MA 02133

617-722-2810
josh.cutler@mahouse.gov

josh@joshcutler.com

Vice-chair, Children, Families & Persons with Disabilities
House Ways & Means

Telecommunications, Utilities & Energy
Higher Education

Rep. Cutler Office Hours
Pembroke Senior Center: the 1st and 3rd Friday  

of every month from 9am to 10am;
 

Hanson Senior Center: the 1st and 3rd Friday  
of every month from 10am to 11am; 

 
Duxbury Senior Center: the 2nd and 4th Friday  

of every month from 9am to 10am.
SEEING RED: I recently participated in an 
important event to promote awareness 
of brain aneurysm treatment. September 
is Brain Aneurysm Awareness Month 
and the Brain Aneurysm Foundation 
hosted an event in the Great Hall at the 
State House. They use red balloons as a 
symbol to promote awareness because 
the “popping” of the balloon is a good 
representation of what a brain aneurysm 
is. To learn more visit: bafound.org



I’m pleased to chair the 
‘WorkAbility’ subcommit-

tee which had a productive visit 
at Spaulding Hospital recently 
with disability community lead-
ers from many of the state’s top 
businesses, including Fidelity. 
Dell, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
State Street, Price Waterhouse 
and Federal Home Loan Bank. 
This was a great “listening ses-
sion” for us to learn about how 
Mass. businesses are including 
persons with disabilities in their 
workforce, and how we in turn 
can learn from them and share 

best practices more broadly 
across the Commonwealth. 
Businesses that lead in expand-
ing work opportunities for 
persons with disabilities have 
found it is not just good pub-
lic policy, but it also helps the 
bottom line and makes smart 
business sense. This can be 
measured in terms of increased 
customer loyalty, higher em-
ployee retention, and a broader 
recruitment talent pool for 
example. I’m proud to lead this 
initiative and we are continuing 
our work this fall. 

Disability hiring focus of 
meeting with biz leaders 

‘GreenWorks’ to aid local 
climate resiliency projects

The Mass. House has passed bipartisan 
legislation investing $1.3 billion to help 
cities and towns fund infrastructure proj-
ects aimed at fighting climate change and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

The legislation establishes a 10-year 
grant program – known as GreenWorks – 
to fund clean energy, energy efficiency, and 
climate change resiliency measures that cut 
greenhouse gas emissions, fortify infra-
structure and reduce municipal costs.

Modeled after the state’s MassWorks 
program, GreenWorks funds projects that 
improve climate preparedness and resil-
iency, promote or produce clean energy 
or energy efficiency, build energy storage 
facilities or otherwise help mitigate the im-
pacts of climate change or reduce carbon 
emissions.

Community Preservation 
Act gets state boost

For the first time in nearly 20 years, the 
state budget will increase the Common-
wealth’s contribution into the Community 
Preservation Act, which will ensure that 
over $36 million more will be distributed 
to projects all across the Commonwealth 
and help raise the state’s match up to 30 
percent for investments in open space, af-
fordable housing and historic preservation.

WORKABILITY MEETING: Rep. Cutler recently met with disability advocates 
at many of the state’s leading businesses to learn more about their efforts to 
help individuals with intellectual or developmental disabilities find opportuni-
ties and succeed in the workforce. 

School safety grants
As part of last year’s supplemental 

budget, the legislature invested in a new 
Safer Schools and Communities Initiative. 
Following a competitive grant application 
process, our district will receive $180,000 
in school safety funds:

• Pembroke: $60,000. Card access door 
system

• Duxbury: $60,000. Security cameras, 
lock down emergency notification system

• Whitman-Hanson: $60,000. Locks 
for classroom doors, security card access 
for exterior doors, upgrade hardware and 
software.

Measure to help farmers with hemp crops
The House has approved legislation (H.3535) to make it easier 

for local farmers to grow hemp on their agricultural lands. Hemp 
comes from a strain of the cannabis plant, but does not have the 
same chemical effects as what we commonly think of as mari-
juana. The hemp plant has many industrial uses and is especially 
useful in weaving fiber. Until a federal law was passed in 1937, 
hemp was a major agricultural crop often used in rope and paper 
applications. The bill approved by the House removes a restriction 
on the cultivation of hemp on state farm land with deed restric-
tions and also extends existing property tax benefits for hemp 
which are already applicable to other farming crops.



Wage transparency bill  
to aid gender pay equity  
Great job by Duxbury’s Megan Driscoll Greenstein on 

Channel 25 talking about a new bi-partisan bill she and I 
have filed together to promote wage transparency and equal pay in 
Massachusetts. Building on a landmark gender equity law passed 
last term, our legislation (H. 3963) would make it easier for ap-
plicants and employees to know the salary range for a particular 
position. Lifting the shroud of secrecy is the first step to pro-
moting equal pay for all. For more on this campaign visit www.
wagetransparency.org.

The cheapest and greenest type of 
energy is that which we don’t use 

in the first place. That’s the idea behind 
my Energy SAVE Act legislation (H.2382) 
which had a first hearing recently. Thanks 
to our great panel of experts who came in 
to testify. The Energy SAVE Act updates 
energy and water efficiency standards for 
common household and commercial ap-
pliances. Efficiency standards ensure that 
the products 
we purchase 
use less en-
ergy and water 
while preserv-
ing quality 
and affordability. It provides a simple 
way to save consumers money and reduce 
electricity use. Studies have estimated that 
updating efficiency standards could reduce 
electricity use in Mass. by 3% while sav-
ing consumers millions of dollars a year. 
The bill has 83 legislative co-sponsors 
from both sides of the aisle. For more info 
please visit: joshcutler.com/energysaveact

Energy savings 
bill lauded at 
hearing

Life saving technology 
for Autism, Alzheimer’s 
I recently testified in support 

of H. 945, a bill I filed that 
would allow family members 
of individuals with autism, 
dementia or Alzheimer’s to get 
health insurance coverage for 
technology assisted tracking 
devices. In an emergency 
first responders can use these 
devices to locate missing loved 
ones in a fraction of the time 
(and at a much lower cost) 
than a traditional search. In 
some cases that difference can 

mean life and death. At the 
hearing  I was joined by Ralph 
Poland, a retired South Shore 
police officer who works for 
Safety Net which offers this 
life-saving product. Ensuring 
health insurance coverage for 
these devices is truly a win-
win that will help save lives, 
provide peace of mind to 
families and reduce expensive 
and labor intensive field search 
operations.

The Legislature has approved a $200 million Chapter 90 bond 
bill to provide road & bridge repair funds for cities & towns. Our 
district is expected to receive $1.4M in funds as follows: Pem-
broke $556K, Duxbury $538K, Hanson $318K. Apportionment is 
based on a formula that factors in road miles & population.

Local roadway funds approved
MEET LOUIE!: Rep. Cutler and Rep. Carlos Gon-
zalez recently met with “Louie,” a rescue Beagle 
visiting with the MSPCA to advocate for legis-
lation protecting lab animals, and promoting 
cruelty-free cosmetics. 



Students from our district recently 
came to the State House to exhibit 

their innovative and creative educational 
projects. One group from Pembroke High 
School exhibited an amazing motion cap-
ture and animation project, while students 
from Whitman-Hanson shared their “Sum-
mah Reading Smackdown” and a separate 
project developing fidget spinners using a 
3D printer. All the projects were impres-
sive and the students did a fantastic job 
with their presentations! The program was 
hosted by MassCUE, which helps teach-
ers promote the use of technology in the 
classroom. I got to spend some time with 
both groups of students (they each had 
their own “shift” at the exhibit hall) and we 
gave them a tour around the building and 
House Citations to recognize their efforts.

Pembroke & W-H 
students excel at 
tech exhibit

Gov. Baker has signed 
into law the FY20 

state budget which includes a 
number of local amendments 
to bring additional funds to our  
district.  The $42.7B budget 
plan for FY20 includes ma-
jor investments in local aid & 
education, housing, substance 
use treatment and human ser-
vices, while also setting aside 
additional funds for the state 
stabilization fund to protect the 
Commonwealth’s fiscal health. 
An overview of the budget is 
below. Here are a few high-
lights and local amendments:

Rep. Cutler Local Amend-
ments

• $25K for Pembroke Public 
Library for technology im-
provements

• $25K for Hanson Police 
& Fire for mobile communica-
tions gear

• $30K for improvements to 
Keene Street field in Duxbury

• $25K for the Hanson Food 
Pantry

• $25K for the Mattakeesett 
Street Fields in Pembroke

• $10K for Duxbury Ameri-

can Legion veterans
• $20K for tick borne illness 

prevention program for Dux-
bury, Pembroke Hanson and 
surrounding towns.

Rep. Cutler Co-Sponsored 
Amendments

• Lobster parts processing 
reform (Rep. Strauss)

• Conservation Land Tax 
Credit increase (Rep. Jones)

• Plymouth County Mos-
quito Control Project (Rep. 
D’Emelia)

• $250K for Plymouth 400 
& Plymouth Colony commem-
oration (Rep. Muratore)

• DCR State Parks and 
Recreation increase (Rep. Pig-
natelli)

• Prostate Cancer research 
program funds (Rep. Cassidy)

• $175K for Plymouth 
County Children’s Advocacy 
Center (Rep. Cassidy)

• $1.4M matching grants for 
Mass. Alliance of Boys & Girls 
Clubs (Rep. Honan)

• $35M to help stabilize 
state’s nursing home facilities 
(Rep. Mariano)

Local priorities included 
in final state budget

State House intern 
program ongoing

This year we welcomed a number 
of talented student interns to the State 
House. Our interns perform a range of 
valuable services to our office and help 
with constituent service, bill tracking, 
letter drafting, research and special proj-
ects. For info on internship opportunities 
email cole.angley@mahouse.gov.

Pembroke high school student Anthony Sheehan 
demonstrates the use of motion capture animation 
at the State House. 

This newsletter produced as a service to the residents of the Sixth Plymouth 
District. No taxpayer funds were expended.



Hanson woman is 
‘Unsung Heroine’
Congrats to our 2019 Unsung Hero-

ine Arlene Dias of Hanson. Arlene 
is a nurse and serves her community in 
many ways, in-
cluding as chair 
of the Hanson 
Board of Health 
and Whitman-
Hanson Com-
munity Access 
TV committees. 
She is also an 
advocate for 
Relay for Life 
and breast can-
cer prevention 
causes. Annual 
Unsung Heroine 
honors go to in-
credible women who have been nominated 
by legislators from their districts and se-
lected for their contributions to their com-
munity and the Commonwealth. Unsung 
Heroines are women who don’t always 
make the news, but truly make the differ-
ence in their communities, businesses, or 
volunteer endeavors. Arlene fits this bill to 
a T and we are pleased to recognize her!

Pembroke youth soccer 
champs honored
I was delighted to have recent visit 

from Pembroke U12 Boys soccer 
team at the State House. The team had a 
fantastic season culminating in an impres-
sive victory in the Mass Tournament of 
Champions. The team scored 15 goals in 
their 5 tourney games. They were a great 
group of kids, coaches and many sup-
portive parents. We had fun showing them 
around the House chamber, having some 
pizza and playing state house trivia. Con-
gratulations to Coach Crowley, Coach Gill, 
Coach Reilly and team members Colin, 
Shane, Jack (all three of them!), Daniel, 
Grayson, Benjamin, Michael, Aidan, Gabe, 
Owen and Wes. 

NEW LEARNING TOOLS: Third grade students at the Indian Head School in 
Hanson are now using new chromebooks for vocabulary building and math 
skills. The technology was purchased thanks to state funding secured via 
a budget amendment filed by Rep. Cutler and Sen. Brady.

I was pleased to join my 
colleagues at Gray’s 

Beach in Kingston for the 
announcement of new FY20 
coastal resilience grants. These 
grants support local efforts to 
plan for and reduce coastal 
storm and climate change 
impacts in our coastal com-
munities. Duxbury received 
two grants totaling just over 
$300K. The Duxbury Beach 
Reservation will receive $131K 
for the design and permitting 

of natural storm damage pro-
tection measures. The town of 
Duxbury, jointly with the town 
of Marshfield, will receive 
another $175K for beach and 
dune nourishment at criti-
cally eroded beaches in the two 
towns. With rising sea levels, 
more frequent storm events and 
aging coastal infrastructure, we 
are facing a triple threat. These 
funds will help our local com-
munities be better prepared and 
more climate resilient. 

Duxbury receives pair of 
coastal resilience grants



Making it easier for con-
sumers and businesses 

to “Buy Local” is the goal 
of a bill filed by Rep. Cutler 
and Rep. Kathy LaNatra. The 
legislation would create a new 
“MassMade” branding tool and 
an online directory to promote, 
connect and support businesses 
that produce goods in Massa-
chusetts.

The MassMade program —
to be administered by the Mass. 
Office of Business Develop-
ment  –– would also develop a 
searchable online directory of 
Massachusetts-based manu-
facturers and consumer goods 
companies, helping to connect 
them with potential customers.

In addition to a branding 
logo, the MassMade program 
would feature a website offer-

ing an online directory, freely 
accessible to the public, of 
commonwealth businesses and 
consumer products. 

The goal is to ensure that 
customers have the opportunity 
to learn about local manufac-
turers so that they can buy local 
when possible. The bipartisan 
bill (HD 1327) has a dozen co-
sponsors.  

Rep. Cutler bill promotes 
efforts to ‘buy local’

CONVERSION THERAPY BAN: I was glad to help 
pass new law banning gay conversion therapy in 
Massachusetts. Congratulations to Chairwoman 
Kay Khan and all those who have long worked and advocated to stop this 
discredited practice, which carries significant risk of harm for young people, 
including depression, anxiety, and self-destructive behavior. I serve as vice-
chair of this committee and during our floor debate I was pleased to have 
opportunity to speak out and help debunk some of the false legal claims op-
ponents had raised. Following the bill signing by Gov. Baker, Massachusetts 
became the 16th state to ban this practice. 

LEGISLATION ROUND-UP

Reducing Packaging 
Waste

An Act reducing paper and packaging 
waste in the Commonwealth (HD 1042)

This bill, filed with the South Shore 
Recycling Cooperative, would create a 
Sustainable Packaging Advisory Board, 
appointed by the governor with broad 
stakeholder representation. The Board 
would be required to submit a post-con-
sumer waste reduction plan to achieve a 
combined reduction and recovery rate of 
65% (by weight) by 2026, and 80% by 
2031. The recycling market is at an histor-
ic low, which is driving up recycling costs. 
This bill tackles the issue at the root level 
by incentivizing packaging producers to 
use minimal, recyclable, and recycled con-
tent in their products, as well as to share 
the cost of proper end-of-life management. 
Prior history: New Bill. Similar to H. 447.

Limiting Foreign Influence 
In State Elections

An Act to limit political spending by 
foreign-influenced corporations (HD553)

This nonpartisan bill, filed in coop-
eration with Common Cause of Massa-
chusetts, addresses the issue of foreign 
corporations spending money to influence 
state elections. The bill would prohibit 
foreign-influenced corporations from mak-
ing independent expenditures, electioneer-
ing communications, or contributing to 
an independent expenditure PAC. Here’s 
how the proposed law works: if a single 
foreign shareholder owns more than 5% 
of a company’s shares, it cannot spend 
money to influence sttae elections. Five 
percent is the threshold at which a single 
shareholder must be disclosed to the SEC 
and is considered a significant influence in 
the corporation’s decision-making. Prior 
history: Refile of H.2081


