
2014
Scorecard
for the Colorado General Assembly

The 2014 legislative session was a productive 
one for humane legislation in Colorado. CVA 
tracked six animal-related bills during the ses-
sion, four of which we ultimately used for scor-
ing. We are  pleased to report that all four were 
pro-animal bills, and that all of them passed 
and were signed into law by the governor. 

2014 Bills
HB-1146 Ban on Greyhound Racing
Position: Support  Outcome: signed into law

Colorado is on the right side of history where live grey-
hound racing is concerned. HB 14-1146, which bans the so-
called “sport” from our state, was signed into law on March 
10. Credit goes to Rep. KC Becker (D-Boulder) and Sen.
Lois Tochtrop (D-Adams County) for their sponsorship of 
this bill. 

Although the last Colorado greyhound track closed in 2008, 
new ones could have opened at any time without this legis-
lative action. CVA fully supported this bill to end dog rac-

ing in our state once 
and for all. At com-
mercial racetracks, 
greyhounds endure 
lives of terrible con-
finement in ware-
house-style kennels, 
with barely enough 
room to stand up or 
turn around.

Between 1993 and 
2007, 2,636 greyhound injuries were reported at Colora-
do tracks. (How many went unreported?) Injuries included 
broken legs and fractured spines.

Thirty-eight states have made dog racing illegal. Now we’ve 
added Colorado to that list! 

HB-1267 Black-Footed Ferrets
Position: Support  Outcome: signed into law

Current state law 
allows endangered 
black-footed ferrets 
to be reintroduced 
under a volun-
tary “safe harbor” 
agreement between 
the federal govern-
ment and private 
landowners. HB14-
1167, sponsored by   
Rep. Randy Fischer (D-Fort Collins) expands this program 
to allow local governments to release ferrets onto city and 
county land under a similar agreement. Sen. Matt Jones 
(D-Louisville) was the Senate sponsor of this bill.
 
Fort Collins will be one of the first municipalities to take 
advantage of this new law by reintroducing ferrets on Soap-
stone Prairie, a 28-square mile natural area owned by the 
city. Black-footed ferrets are a natural predator of prairie 
dogs, and officials hope the ferrets will help keep the area’s 
prairie dog population in balance.
 
CVA hopes this bill will aid ferret recovery efforts, while 
also reducing the use of poisons and other cruel methods 
that governments use to control prairie dogs.

HB-1270 Pet Animal Care Facilities Act
Position: Support  Outcome: signed into law

The Pet Animal Care Facilities Act (PACFA) is an import-
ant law that protects all kinds of pets in our state. It requires 
facilities such as pet shops, breeders, shelters, and boarding 
kennels to be licensed and inspected by the Colorado De-
partment of Agriculture. The Act contains a “sunset” clause, 
which means that the law expires after a specified number 
of years unless the legislature passes a bill to renew it. 

Rep. Steve Lebsock (D-Thornton) sponsored HB14-1270 



to ensure that PACFA continues. He worked tirelessly with 
CVA and other stakeholders to make the law more effective. 
Sen. Lois Tochtrop (D-Adams County) sponsored the bill in 
the Senate.

Here are some of the improvements made to the law:
• Another sunset review of the law in five years
• Raises the cap on pet facility license fees
• Requires PACFA inspectors to report suspected incidents  

of animal cruelty
• Mandatory denial of an animal facility license upon a 

second animal cruelty conviction of the licensee
• Requires the department to create rules requiring the dis-

closure of information about an animal’s origins and health 
prior to sale or adoption. CVA hopes this will help consum-
ers avoid purchasing dogs that come from puppy mills

Not all of the protections that CVA wanted were included in 
the bill, and some of the issues we wanted to see addressed 
were instead referred to the Department of Agriculture to be 
put into regulations. But overall, this bill can be counted as 
a victory for pets in our state!

SB-39 Emergency Care for Dogs & Cats
Position: Support  Outcome: signed into law

Colorado Senate Bill 14-039, introduced by Sen. David 
Balmer (R-Centennial) authorizes emergency medical ser-
vice providers to provide stabilizing care (such as providing 
oxygen or bandages) to dogs and cats in emergency situa-
tions until they can be transported to a veterinarian.

Many first responders who already provide emergency as-
sistance to animals have technically been in violation of 
Colorado law, which restricts such care to veterinarians. 
This bill clarifies the law to 
authorize (but not require) first 
responders to legally provide 
this compassionate service to 
our companions.

We appreciate the leadership 
of Senator Balmer, as well as 
the bill’s House sponsors, Rep.
Lois Court (D-Denver) and
Rep. Beth McCann (D-Denver).

2014 Voting Scores
This report lists legislators’ scores on animal-related legis-
lation for the 2014 legislative session.  The numerical score 
is the legislator’s score on actual votes. The letter grade is 
our overall assessment of the legislator’s performance. For 
the letter grade we considered votes, sponsorship or co-
sponsorship of bills, and any behind-the-scenes efforts that 
affected animal-related legislation. 

NOTE: The scores don’t tell the whole story! Sometimes 
a legislator is either more or less animal-friendly than the 
score indicates. This is especially true during years when 
there are few animal-related bills available for scoring. 
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Becker, KC D 13  ✔ S ✔  ✔* ✔ ✔  ✔* ✔ 100% A++

Buck, Perry R 49 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✕ ✔ 33% F

Buckner, John D 40 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Conti, Kathleen R 38 ✕ ✕ ✔  ✔* 50% D+

Coram, Don R 58 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✕ e 20% F

Court, Lois D 6  ✔* ✔ ✔  ✔*  ✔ S 100% A++

DelGrosso, Brian R 51 e ✕ ✕ ✔ 33% F

Dore, Timothy R 64 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 20% F

Duran, Crisanta D 5 e ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Everett, Justin R 22 ✕ e ✕ ✔ 33% F

Exum, Thomas "Tony" D 17 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Ferrandino, Mark D 2 ✕ ✔ ✔ ✔ 75% C+

Fields, Rhonda D 42  ✔* ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A

Emergency 

Care

SB-039HB-1270     

KEY:  ✔ = Pro-animal vote;  ✕ = Anti-animal vote;  S= Bill sponsor; *= Co-sponsor; e = Excused
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continued
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Fischer, Randy D 53 ✔ ✔ ✔ S ✔ ✔ ✔* 100% A++

Foote, Mike D 12 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Garcia, Leroy D 46 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* 100% A

Gardner, Bob R 20 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 20% F

Gerou, Cheri R 25 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✔ 40% D-

Ginal, Joann D 52 ✔* ✔* ✔* ✔ ✔* 100% A+

Hamner, Millie D 61 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Holbert, Chris R 44 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 20% F

Hullinghorst, Dickey Lee D 10 ✔* ✔* ✔* ✔* 100% A+

Humphrey, Stephen R 48 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✔ 40% D

Joshi, Janak R 16 ✕ ✕ ✔ ✕ ✔ ✔ 50% D

Kagan, Daniel D 3 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Kraft-Tharp, Tracy D 29 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Labuda, Jeanne D 1 ✔ ✔* ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A

Landgraf, Lois R 21 ✕ ✕ ✕ e ✔ 25% F

Lawrence, Polly R 39 e ✕ ✕ ✔ 33% F

Lebsock, Steve D 34 ✔ ✔ ✔* ✔ ✔ S ✔* 100% A++

Lee, Sanford "Pete" D 18 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

May, Jenise D 30 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

McCann, Elizabeth "Beth" D 8 ✔* ✔ ✔* ✔ ✔ S 100% A++

McLachlan, Mike D 59 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

McNulty, Frank R 43 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✔ 40% D-

Melton, Jovan D 41 ✔* ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* 100% A+

Mitsch Bush, Diane D 26 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Moreno, Dominick D 32 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Murray, Carole R 45 ✔ ✕ ✕ ✔ 50% D

Navarro, Clarice R 47 ✔ ✔ ✕ ✕ ✔ 60% C-

Nordberg, Dan R 14 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 20% F

Pabon, Dan D 4 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* ✔* 100% A+

Peniston, Cherylin D 35 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Pettersen, Brittany D 28 ✔ ✔* ✔* ✔* 100% A+

Primavera, Dianne D 33 ✔* ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* 100% A+

Priola, Kevin R 56 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 20% F

Rankin, Bob R 57 ✕ ✕ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 71% C+

Rosenthal, Paul D 9 ✔ ✔* ✔ ✔* ✔* 100% A+

Ryden, Su D 36 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* 100% A

Saine, Lori R 63 ✕ e ✕ ✔ ✕ ✕ ✔ 33% F

Salazar, Joseph D 31 ✔* ✔* ✔ ✔* 100% A+

Schafer, Sue D 24 ✔* ✔* ✔* ✔ e 100% A+

Scott, Ray R 55 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✕ e 20% F

Singer, Jonathan D 11 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* 100% A

Sonnenberg, Jerry R 65 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✕ e e 20% F

Stephens, Amy R 19 ✕ ✕ ✕ e 0% F

Swalm, Spencer R 37 ✔ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ e 40% D-

Szabo, Libby R 27 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 17% F

Tyler, Max D 23 ✔ ✔* ✔ ✔ ✔* 100% A+

Vigil, Edward D 62 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Waller, Mark R 15 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 25% F

Williams, Angela D 7 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* 100% A

Wilson, James "Jim" R 60 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✔ 40% D-

Wright, Jared R 54 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✕ ✔ 80% B-

Young, Dave D 50 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔* ✔* 100% A+
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Aguilar, Irene D 32 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A

Balmer, David R 27 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ S 100% A++

Baumgardner, Randy R 8 ✕ ✕ e ✕ ✔ 25% F

Brophy, Greg R 1 ✕ ✔ e ✕ ✕ ✔ 40% D-

Cadman, Bill R 12 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 25% F

Carroll, Morgan D 29 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Crowder, Larry R 35 ✕  ✔* ✕ ✔  ✔* 60% C+

Grantham, Kevin R 2 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕  ✔* 20% D-

Guzman, Lucia D 34 ✔ ✔  ✔* ✔  ✔*  ✔* 100% A+

Harvey, Ted R 30 ✕ ✔ ✔ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 43% D-

Heath, Rollie D 18 ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A

Herpin, Bernie R 11 ✕ ✔ ✕  ✔* 50% D+

Hill, Owen R 10 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✔ 40% D-

Hodge, Mary D 25 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Jahn, Cheri D 20 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A

Johnston, Michael D 33 ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A

Jones, Matt D 17 ✔ ✔  ✔ S ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A++

Kefalas, John D 14 ✔ ✔  ✔* ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A+

Kerr, Andy D 22 ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A

King, Steve R 7 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 25% F

Lambert, Kent R 9 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 20% F

Lundberg, Kevin R 15 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔  ✔* 40% D

Marble, Vicki R 23 ✕ ✕ ✕  ✔* 25% D-

Newell, Linda D 26  ✔* ✔  ✔* ✔  ✔* 100% A+

Nicholson, Jeanne D 16 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A

Renfroe, Scott R 13 ✕ ✕ ✕ e 0% F

Rivera, George R 3 ✕ ✕  ✔* ✕ ✔ 40% D

Roberts, Ellen R 6 ✔ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✔ ✔ 67% C

Scheffel, Mark R 4 ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ 25% F

Schwartz, Gail D 5 ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔* ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A

Steadman, Pat D 31  ✔* ✔ ✔  ✔*  ✔* 100% A+

Tochtrop, Lois D 24 ✔  ✔ S ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ S  ✔* 100% A++

Todd, Nancy D 28 ✔  ✔* ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A+

Ulibarri, Jessie D 21 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100% A-

Zenzinger, Rachel D 19 ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔* 100% A
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About Colorado Voters for Animals

Colorado Voters for Animals is committed to animal protection through effective legislation. 
We support candidates and incumbents who align with these values. We advocate for humane 
legislation, oppose inhumane legislation, and educate the public on issues that affect animals.

  Also check out the Colorado Voters for Animals Small Donor Committee, established to get 
humane candidates elected (and send inhumane ones packing!) at AnimalCommittee.com

COVotersforAnimals.org • Facebook.com/COVotersforAnimals • 191 University Blvd, Box 345 • Denver CO 80206


