
 

 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE RE: REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CITIZENS OF THE WORLD 
CHARTER SCHOOLS LOS ANGELES 

Date:  Wednesday, October 1, 2014, 6:00 PM 
Location:  Citizens of the World Silver Lake, 5620 De Longpre Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 

 
PROPOSED MINUTES 

 

Board Members Present: Heather McManus, Josh McLaughlin, Jamie Rosenblatt, Stacey Staples, Samantha Johnston 
Board Members Absent:  Brian Johnson, Jessica Castillo 

 
 

I. Welcome & Call To Order  
Heather McManus called the meeting to order at 6:21 pm. 
In attendance: Josh McLaughlin, Heather McManus, Samantha Johnston, Stacey Staples and Jamie 
Rosenblatt.  Absent: Brian Johnson, Jessica Castillo 
 

II. Public Comment  
A parent from CWC Hollywood, commented on the Family Handbook and suggested that the school 
consider more parent input on the handbook, more definition in the academic and parent 
engagement/governance sections. 

 
III. Board Review and Action on Draft Minutes from the 8/20/14 Board Meetings (ACTION ITEM) 

Samantha Jonston moved to pass the minutes from 8/20/14 with one change to add the board member 
attendance, Stacey Staples seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously by those present. 
 

IV. Board review and action on monthly financials. (ACTION ITEM) 
Tait Anderson of EXED presented the monthly financial report. Highlights included changes to income 
and expense for CWC Mar Vista because the school is currently under enrolled. Savings at the RSO due 
to the absence of an executive director’s salary. Those savings have been passed back to the schools. 
 
A three-year financial forecast for CWC HW was presented, and discussed. Discussion included that the 
plan includes a number of adjustments including: private facility for middle school; permanent Executive 
Director salary; adjustments to CWC Hollywood elementary school class size to 24 students per class in 
grades 3-5; adjustments to Middle School staffing model as follows: 1.5 teachers per classroom, increase 
in SPED expense; and increase in class size. 
 
Jamie Rosenblatt moved to accept the monthly financial report including monthly financials for CWC LA 
and the schools, and the three-year forecast for CWC Hollywood. Stacey Staples seconded the motion. 
The motion was passed unanimously by those present.  

 
V. Board discussion and action on the CWCS Licensing and Affiliation Agreement (ACTION ITEM) 

The board had a discussion on the licensing fees to CWCS (the network). No action was taken on this 
item. 
 
Samantha Johnston commented that she did not disagree with the costs/fees and agrees that the 
network should be compensated for the work. She is concerned about amending an agreement which 
was passed so recently (1.5 years) and was difficult to pass. Samantha also noted that CWC Hollywood is 
different because it was the first CWC school. 

   
Josh McLaughlin also commented that he was not concerned about the fees, noting that the value of 
overall relationship exceeds the fees/costs proposed. Josh also commented that this discussion is about 
the relationship with the network moving forward. 

   



 

 

Stacey Staples she would need to understand more about the history of how the organization arrived at 
the current fee structure but also noted that the overall relationship including the current services exceed 
the fees and rates being proposed. She also commented that Licensing Fees are quite common 
between a network, and a region of schools. 
 
Jana Reed commented that she wanted to be sure parents know that she has not participated in the 
discussions between the board and the network. And noted that the agreement and changes to the 
fees was an outcome of a discussion that the CWC LA facilities committee began with the network, and 
that the network did not approach the board on this matter.  
 
Jamie Rosenblatt commented that he does not think it is right to for one school to not be charged for the 
services and affiliation with the network. He commented that although there was history in these 
discussions with the network, that the relationship has changed and that the organization should be able 
to respond to those changes. Jamie commented that CWC LA needs to honor the work that has 
occurred. Jamie pointed out that CWC Hollywood was first and was treated differently in that it received 
start-up funds in the form of a gift, not a loan from CWCS (the network). 
 
Heather McManus commented that when the agreement was initially discussed one of the biggest items 
on the table was the trade off of the value. At the time, many parents said, that they just don’t quite get 
what the value of x. She said that people might be more willing to give the percentage if they 
understood it. Heather stated that she gets the value—and is wondering if that could be part of the 
current conversation. Heather concluded that in her view, a lot of this is a communication issue. 
 
Josh McLaughlin agreed with Heather’s comment and stated the current discussion with the network 
includes additional items that the region is seeking from the network, because those items are related to 
the real estate negotiations, the board cannot yet disclose them—if they were also included in this 
discussion it might add important context to the discussion. 

   
The board agreed to revisit the discussion and proposed action item at the 10/22/14 meeting of the 
board. 

 
VI. Board discussion and action on Citizen of the World Hollywood’s charter renewal which includes proposal 

for changes current charter to adjust School’s grade growth plan and create an enrollment preference 
for CWC Employees & Board members (ACTION ITEM) 
 
Heather McManus moved to adopt the board resolution to: file an charter renewal application for CWC 
Hollywood with LAUSD, seek a change in the grade growth, and seek an enrollment preferences for CWC 
Silver Lake 7th graders to enroll in the 8th grade class of CWC Hollywood, and seek Board and employee 
enrollment preference for CWC LA. Samantha Johnston approved the motion. The motion was passed 
unanimously by those present. 

 
VII. Monthly Principal’s Reports this month to focus on enrollment and benchmark assessments. 

The CWC LA principals reported on enrollment and commented that benchmark assessments have 
begun at all three campuses. Marissa Berman reminded the board that the LAUSD Oversight visit was 
scheduled for the next day, October 2, 2014. 

 
VIII. Board discussion & school updates on overall School Safety and Emergency Response Procedures 

including but not limited to: handling of Blood Borne Pathogens, First Aid/CPR, Child Abuse Reporting. 
 

Jana Reed updated the board on the on-going measures taken at each school to ensure the health and 
safety of all of the students and staff. 
 

IX. Confirmation of next board meeting date and location. October 22, 2014 at 6:00 PM. This board meeting 
will be a CWC Town Hall during the organization’s Strategic Plan will be presented due to the large 
number of attendees, this meeting will be held in the Gymnasium at 5620 De Longpre Avenue. 

 
The board has requested that the November, December and January meetings of the board take place 
at CWC Mar Vista to make-up for the number of meetings that have taken place at CWC SL. 



 

 

 
7:53 PM adjourned to closed session. 
 

Adjourn to Closed Session 
X. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS (Pursuant to Section 54956.8; 5620 De Longpre Ave 

90028; Jana L Reed, Mike Keeley, Esq.) 
 

XI. PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT: APPOINTMENT 
 
Adjourn to Open Session at 9:00 pm and reported that there was no action taken in closed session. 
 
XII. The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION FOR ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY Pursuant to the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, any individual with a disability who requires reasonable accommodation to attend or 
participate in a meeting or function of the Citizens of the World Charter School Board may request assistance by contacting Angelica 
Martinez Sammons (Regional Operations Manager) at asammons@citizensoftheworld.org or 323-464-4292. 


