
	  

	  

 
 
TO:  Board of Directors of CWC Los Angeles 
FR: Jana L Reed, Chief of Schools & Stacey Staples, Member, CWC LA Board of Directors 
DT: February 22, 2015 
RE: CWC LA Board of Directors, Candidate Selection, CWC Mar Vista Parent seat 
 
Candidate Overview 
 
Hawley Anderson 
Hawley is an incredibly active contributor at CWC Mar Vista. Hawley is a room parent; she writes and 
distributes the school’s parent newsletter; she is the parent leader in school events and cultural happenings 
including the International Food Day with the community of St. Joan of Arc. As a CWC Mar Vista founding 
parent, Hawley volunteered in almost every start-up project and activity, including recruitment of the 
school’s inaugural class. During the summer, Hawley organizes welcome events for new families, parent 
mixers and a potluck dinner. She also spearheads the annual school trip to Legoland (a trip taken outside 
school hours). By profession and nature, Hawley is a real 'doer' and connector; she can see an opportunity 
and works tirelessly to achieve goals on behalf of the school.  
 
Among many ambitions, Hawley hopes to bring more resources to the board, including proactively 
maintaining healthy relationships with the organization’s key stakeholders—parents across the region, LAUSD, 
and the community at-large. Hawley’s professional and volunteer experience includes managing other 
adults, working in teams, understanding, overseeing, and helping to build budgets, and problem solving in 
the most extreme circumstances. She serves on the Board of Directors for the Promenade Playhouse. 
 
Ina Barish 
Ina joined the CWC MV community this year. Ina was a founding member of a very successful charter 
school in NYC and also served as in-house counsel to Carl C. Icahn. Ina is a corporate attorney. Her 
experience includes legal counsel on all contracts and issues for the first Icahn charter school in NYC. She 
also served as corporate counsel on the purchase and construction of Icahn Charter School’s first multi-
million dollar real estate deal. Additionally, Ina successfully helped shepherd the school’s charter petition 
through the authorization process with SUNY. Since locating in LA, Ina has decided to work as a contract 
attorney rather than going in house as a corporate attorney. Still, her contacts and reputation run deep. In 
2014, the General Counsel of Alorica, Inc. called on Ina to serve as interim General Counsel while she was 
on maternity leave. 
 
Ina is also a community activist and in that capacity has engaged the Coastal Commission on issues related 
to community development. She spoke at Commission meetings and in front of the Board of Supervisors. 
 
As a licensed practicing attorney, Ina hopes to provide legal guidance to the board. Outside of legal 
guidance, she believes that the role of a board member is to see the big picture and ask a lot of questions in 
order to get the best understanding of all sides of an issue.  
 
Claire Butterworth 
Claire has been a very active founding parent at CWC MV. In addition to recruiting parents to sign up for 
various committees, and her own active engagement, this Fall, Claire stepped in to support the school in 
managing the ASP and food program administration. She also served for a short time as a consultant to the 
RSO with a focus on systems integration. 
 
Claire is known as the school’s resident “techie”, supporting the implementation of IT solutions to ease 
operations at the school and the region. As a self-employed consultant, Claire has the flexibility to take on 
an additional leadership role. 



	  

	  

 
Claire believes that she can support the work of the board in the areas of communications, 
operations/processes, and finance. Claire’s significant experience includes serving as Board President of 
EDGE Youth Leadership during a period of challenge and renewed growth. Prior to transitioning into being a 
consultant, Claire served as the Fund Development Officer for the Los Angeles Jewish Home. 
 
Alan Elmore 
Alan showed enormous leadership during one of the most challenging and significant events when the 
school was located at Stoner Elementary. Today, he continues to serve as CWC MV's Chair of Neighborhood 
Outreach. In so many ways, Alan lives the CWC operating norms and core values. 
 
Alan is the Training Manager for a multi-national company, Volt Workforce Solutions. In this role he not only 
provides training programs, he was also quite involved in ensuring on-going communication during a period 
of corporate restructuring. Alan hopes to contribute to the board by representing the parent concerns of all 
three schools and maintaining active communication back to the parents. Alan believes in the CWC model 
and would work enthusiastically to support it. 
 
Erika Feresten 
Erika joined this CWC MV community this year. She has taken on a number of community roles including 
Chair of CWC MV Bash Committee. In that capacity she has expanded the committee from five to eighteen 
volunteers, and has already secured the first $5,000 corporate sponsorship. In her professional work, Erika is 
an executive coach to individuals serving is the US House of Representatives as well as Fortune 500 
executives and entrepreneurs. 
 
Erika hopes to support the board’s work in many ways, including serving as an ambassador of the 
organization to the wider community. She would like to work to decrease political and community tensions. 
Erica has served on the Executive Committee of the Pacific Palisades Democratic Club. Recently, she was 
selected through a competitive application process to join the Southern California class of the Emerge 
California political training program. 
 
Jorge Flores 
Jorge joined the CWC MV community this year. He has served as an advisor to the Principal on a number of 
fronts, including a strategy to engage local the Councilmember as well as key community stakeholders.  
 
Jorge serves on the school's real estate committee & strategic communications committee. He has 
supported the Chief of Schools and the Principal in sourcing temporary school sites for the fall, as well as has 
offered political guidance on future neighborhood relations and compliance related to new sites.  
 
Jorge has long-term, deep, relationships with key decision makers at LAUSD (which he leveraged during the 
renewal of Hollywood’s charter). He understands the Los Angeles political landscape including how to 
navigate the political interests of LA’s elected officials in order to get CWC’s goals on their radar.  Jorge 
comes from a family of educators and is a deep believer in being active in his community. Jorge is a 
founding parent of City Charter School and a former board member of LA Leadership Academy. 
 

--End-- 
 


