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Program trains leaders
to put faith into action

By Violeta Rocha
Special to The Texas Caibsalic

More than 200 parishioners
representing 21 panishes
within the Discese of Dallas
participated March 29-31 in
i keadership training program
aimed al “Welcoming the
Stranger.” The leadership
formation program, held at
Catholic Charitics Drallas, was
aponaared by the Undied States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
and crganized by Dallas Area
Interfaith

The program, which is being
affered in both English and
Spanish in the 15 dicceses in
Texas, as well as Mew Mexico,
Arizona, and other arews,
focuses om “leadership in the
Latine community, so thai
the ehaireh ean respond b the
Immigrant community.

“We can't respond 1o the
community, 11 we don't have
capable leaders,” Jogaphine
Lopez Paul, bead organizer for
Dalbns Acrea Interfnith, said

Auxilinry Bishop Gregory
Kelly of Dallas praised the
new leaders in attendance for
opening their hearts to God's
call.

*I*m very gratciul for your
willingness to learn and 1o
grow as disciples of Jesus
Chnst,” Bashop Kelly snid.

“If is important o understand
oursalves as leaders and citizens
wha lake steps to help the
people in their commamily ansd
church,™

Tessica Barron, 30, a
|k.1|"u.||i|.|r'||.'r ol San Juan i i
Citholie Church, saw the
training as a way (o put her Guth

b achion, especially when
it came to pddressing ongoing
isswes concerning immigration.

“The Bible tells us, "withoul
deed or action, there is no
faith,""* Barron said. *There
15 & hol of fear and misleading
information. We need to attend
programs like this where we can
learn and then teach others,”

Margarito Garcia, 31, praised
the col labarative effort the
program encouraged.

“I learmed that working
together iz more likely to be
successfiul," said Crarcia, alsoa
parishioner al San Juan [hega
Catholic Church

Garcin, who participaved in
the 1ra't||.ing prearam DWW years
ago and is pard of a leadership
group in the Diocese of Dallas,
helped -:uy,a'n.i:.-:c a Movembsar
201 T meeting where an idea for
parish ideatification cards was
necepted,

Joe Rubio, organizer
of the Indusirial Areas
Foundation, i netwaork of
faith and commumity-based
organizations that receives
some funding through a grant
from the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development,
snid understanding what the
Catholic faith teachss plays a
role in how the faithiul can ud
wilh the nation’s immigran
community.

“Catholic teachings becomic
impaortant in public life,
|!||'||‘Ii|'.‘u||'|r1:|.- o ill'.u.‘ligrl'l.ll'url
because we have 5o much
tension around that. . we
el 10 Form relationships of
solidarity and advocate for a
more welcoming and receptive
envirenment,” Rubio said.
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Auxdiary Bishop Greg Kally wisits with Adarglsa Mena, right, of 5t. Luke Csthalic
Chureh in Ievirg during & Dalas Area Interfaith raining warkshoo at Catholic
Chartos Dallas March 28,



