
PUBLIC CHARGE | COVID 19 
 
 

 
IMMIGRANTS CAN SEEK TREATMENT, TESTING, AND PREVENTION  
DURING COVID 19 WITHOUT FEARING IMMIGRATION 
CONSEQUENCES DUE TO PUBLIC CHARGE. 
 

➢ USCIS has announced that testing, prevention (vaccine, if one becomes 
available), or treatment for COVID-19 will NOT be used against immigrants in a 
public charge test. 

 
➢ Immigrant families should seek the care they need during this difficult time. 

 

 

• Testing, treatment, and preventative care (including vaccines, if a vaccine becomes 

available) related to COVID-19 WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED as part of a “public charge” 

inadmissibility determination, even if such treatment is paid for by Medicaid. 

• USCIS encourages everyone with symptoms that resemble COVID-19 (fever, cough, 

shortness of breath) to seek necessary medical treatment or preventive services. 

• Such treatment or preventive services will not negatively affect any alien as part of a 

future Public Charge analysis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


