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MPs Grant Robertson, David Parker, Andrew 

Little and Nanaia Mahuta are each seeking 

the Labour leadership role following David 

Cunliffe’s resignation as leader earlier this 

month. The four MPs will be travelling the 

Who will lead Labour?

Christmas is just around the corner. I’d like to 

invite you all to come to Marian Hobbs’ home 

at 8 Hugh Street, Sawyers Bay, on Sunday 

November 30th, from 4.00 pm, for the annual 

Dunedin North Christmas barbeque. Many 

thanks to Marian and Richard for offering to 

host us at their home.

country in coming weeks, attending a series 

of hustings and other meetings ahead of the 

close of voting and announcement of results 

on Tuesday 18th November.

The election of a new leader is critical 

as the Labour Party looks ahead from its 

recent election defeat, says Dunedin North 

MP David Clark. “The new Labour Party 

leader will need to cement a unified caucus 

and present Labour’s vision for New Zealand 

in a manner both refreshing and inspiring.”

By the time you read this article, 
Labour’s four leadership candidates 
will have attended a series of 
parliamentary and party meetings 
in Dunedin.

Christmas 
Party

Dunedin North Electorate 
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First, if you voted for me this election: thank 
you. I am grateful for your support and will 
work hard to repay the trust you have placed 
in me. Thanks also to those who supported 
me throughout my first term. I very much 
look forward to serving Dunedin North for a 
second term as your electorate MP.

Now, the obvious. Election night 2014 was a huge 

disappointment for Labour supporters. A party 

vote tally of 25% was no mandate to lead a new 

progressive Government. It was a trouncing.

For Labour: listening, reflection, learning and 

rebuilding must now occur.

Questions must be asked. Why, for example, was 

Labour’s share of the electorate vote up nearly 

10% across New Zealand? And why did the party 

vote slump whilst we won more, rather than fewer, 

electorate seats?

For Labour the overall election result was grim. 

Perhaps less obvious on the night, hidden in the local 

results were some small silver linings.

Dunedin North was National’s fifth-worst result. 

Projections based on Labour’s difficult 2011 election 

defeat would have seen National comfortably win 

the party vote in Dunedin North. Instead, taking 

boundary changes for this election into account, on 

election night National’s booth-by-booth party vote 

actually took a 1.3% hit (compared to a rise across 

the country of 0.8%). Labour actually won the party 

vote in Dunedin North on the day. Unfortunately, 

once special votes were counted, National claimed 

the larger party vote total – despite the combined 

centre left tally dwarfing their total. The fact it 

was close must be a huge disappointment for 

National – with so much rural territory coming into 

the electorate in 2014, and an upswing of support 

elsewhere in the country.

A large part of National’s party vote decline can 

only be put down to the intelligence and insight of 

the voters in Dunedin North. But I believe no small 

amount of credit is due also the experience, wisdom 

and hard work of volunteers on my campaign. They 

were motivated to campaign because they believe 

in creating a better New Zealand. Still, I feel I owe 

them a huge debt of thanks on behalf of the people 

Labour represents.

At a candidate level, I was chuffed that my 

personal majority was the highest of any Labour MP 

in the South Island. Again, I think this a reflection on 

the contributions of many. In particular, I am grateful 

to those who have shared and continue to share 

the fight for a common-sense outcome at Invermay. 

And also the many many people who have educated 

me about shortfalls in New Zealand’s health system, 

particularly as they play out in the South. I must 

thank the staff in my office too – whose hard work 

and dedication is often the very thing electorate MPs 

are judged upon.

I’m keen to hear your feedback on other things 

you think influenced the local result.

I’ll be back in my regular pattern of Saturday door-

knocking before too long. But if you have something 

to share, don’t wait for me to knock on 18,000 other 

doors first. Drop me a line. I’ll be pleased to hear 

your considered reflections.

Why was Labour’s share of the 
electorate vote up nearly 10% across 
New Zealand? And why did the party 
vote slump whilst we won more, 
rather than fewer, electorate seats?
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Disabled people speaking for themselves
I meet with numerous local organisations 

in my work as an MP. One group I met with 

recently was the Dunedin and Districts 

Disabled Person Assembly (DPA). While 

there, I interviewed Chris Ford, their local 

Kaituitui (Community Networker) to get a 

better idea of the work they do.

David Clark: How would you describe DPA to the 

uninitiated?

Chris Ford: DPA is a nationwide disabled person’s 

organisation (DPO). This means that we are run by 

and for disabled people. We are also what is known 

as a pan-disability organisation in that we accept and 

have members from across the disability spectrum.

DC: What type of work do you do?

CF: We are the voice of disabled people to local and 

central government, disability service providers and 

the general public. We have a good track record on 

bringing about change that benefits disabled people. 

One of main successes was our push for New Zealand 

to lead and then ratify the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). 

Locally, we have worked with, and are continuing to 

work with local MPs such as yourself and many other 

organisations (such as the Dunedin City Council) to 

help implement the Convention locally.

DC: What have been your key achievements locally?

CF: We have built up our membership over the last 

two years and dialogued with a lot of organisations. 

One outcome of all this work will hopefully be, for 

example, further improvements in public transport 

access for disabled people with the DCC and Otago 

Regional Council. 

DC: How can people contact you?

CF: We can be contacted through myself at 

cj.ford@xtra.co.nz 

or phone 476 7579 or 027 696 0872.

Out and about
Left: Speaking at a recent 

Chamber of Commerce event, 

promoting St John’s Ambulance.

Below: Grant Robertson meets 

with students during a post-

election visit to Dunedin

David Clark, Chris Ford, Phyllis McPherson & William Luskie
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Leading up to the General Election, the people 
of Otago and Southland were continuing to 
express their disgust at the downgrading of 
Invermay, as the Save Invermay petition David 
Clark instigated earlier this year topped the 

10,000 signature mark.

“The news of yet further senior staff departures 

from Invermay served to strengthen community 

opposition to AgResearch’s restructuring plans”, 

David says. 

Last month the Otago Daily Times reported the 

Affectionately known as the ‘Brockville 
Battler’ well-known Dunedin identity and 
community activist Syd Adie died earlier this 
month. David attended Syd’s funeral, and 
said he was moved not only by the touching 
tributes to Syd’s work in the community, but 
also by the obvious priority Syd had placed 
upon spending quality time with his family. 

A former President of the now defunct Dunedin 

Ratepayers and Householders’ Association and of 

the Brockville Improvement and Amenities Society, 

Syd could be relied upon for his vocal criticism of 

Dunedin City Council over the year’s – regardless of 

who held the reins at the time. Yet Syd was tireless 

in his advocacy for the city and, in particular, his 

home suburb of Brockville. In 2009, the then Mayor 

Peter Chin unveiled “Syd Adie Corner” at the bottom 

Invermay petition tops 10,000 signatures

Tribute to the ‘Brockville Battler’

resignations of two more leading Invermay scientists, 

Michael Lee and Benoit Auvray. Their departure 

further weakened Invermay’s world-leading sheep 

genetics and genomics group. “Invermay is not 

being ‘downsized’ as AgResearch and Science and 

Innovation Minister Steven Joyce would have us 

believe. It is on the verge of collapse,” David says. “If 

there is no intervention, it is entirely possible that the 

group will dissipate long before the proposed 2017 

shift to Lincoln. This will be a disaster for science and 

for New Zealand’s agricultural exports.

Despite the election result, Labour’s commitment 

to retaining Invermay as a world-

leader in agricultural research 

remains. And now, through the 

Save Invermay petition, more than 

10,000 others across the region 

have expressed their endorsement 

of that commitment. Launched 

in February this year, the petition 

will run for a full year before being 

submitted to Parliament.

of Brockville Rd 

in honour of his 

old adversary’s 

retirement from the 

Dunedin Ratepayers 

and Householders 

Association. 

A regular attendee 

at Council meetings, 

in one of his last 

‘appearances’ he 

turned his attention to central government, calling 

on the Council to initiate a protest march against 

Government-induced closures in the city. Citing 

the closure of the Hillside Engineering Workshops 

and the New Zealand Post Mail Centre, he told the 

Council “It’s time we told the government we’re 

sick of it.”
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PARLIAMENTARY OFFICE 

Parliament Buildings, Wellington 

Phone: 04 817-9774 

Fax: 04 817-6481 

Email: david.clark@parliament.govt.nz 

Staff: Jo Crilly

ELECTORATE OFFICE

32 Albany Street, Dunedin North

Phone: 03 474-1973 

Fax: 03 474-9913 

Email: david.clark@parliament.govt.nz

Staff: Karen Dehn and Max Reid

OFFICE CONTACTS

Authorised by David Clark 32 Albany Street Dunedin North

DAVID CLARK’S WEBSITE davidclark.org.nz

FACEBOOK facebook.com/DavidClarkMP

TWITTER twitter.com/DavidClarkNZ

It’s still growing,
Let’s keep it going.


