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Three years ago, fresh in my role as your MP, I wrote to you 

in my first Dunedin North Informer. Three years on, I have the 

opportunity to look back on my first parliamentary term. Here are 

some of the highlights.

Last September, the government 

approved a major AgResearch 

restructuring proposal. In its 

initial form, it would have seen 

the closure of Invermay, shifting 

82 jobs from a highly functional 

research centre at Invermay, to 

Lincoln. Read more about the 

petition I initiated.

Changing the Holidays Act
On my first regular sitting day as an MP, I had my Member’s Bill 

drawn from the ballot. To cut a long story short, the Bill passed 

through Parliament. The change means Waitangi Day and Anzac 

Day will still be commemorated on 6 February, and 25 April 

respectively. However, it gives an additional public holiday on the 

subsequent Monday when ANZAC or Waitangi Day falls on the 

weekend. This means continued commemoration, plus hard working 

Kiwis getting more time with family.

A parliamentary term in review

It’s still growing,
Let’s keep it going.

Eisenhower Fellowship
In 2013 I was privileged to travel to the 

United States on an Eisenhower Fellowship. 

I met with a range of political, social and 

economic experts, and got to know a group of 

astonishingly talented people in pursuit of better 

understanding of economic development, small 

business and other policy.

I also met with internationally recognised figures 

including Colin Powell, Senator Elizabeth Warren 

and former New Zealand Politicians now holding 

international responsibilities like Helen Clark and 

Mike Moore. 

Meeting Colin Powell, 65th US Secretary of State 

(2001-2005), while on Eisenhower Fellowship
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David Clark and Labour Housing Spokesperson, 

Phil Twyford, visited Dunedin’s High Street 

Cohousing development recently to learn about 

the project and to support those building this 

new community. The former High Street School 

will become home to Dunedin’s first cohousing 

eco-neighbourhood. Neighbours share common 

facilities and regularly eat and play together, 

but live in private homes clustered around 

Life Matters: Suicide Prevention Trust
Vocal concern has been growing within the 

Otago community that not enough is being 

done to lower the rate of suicide, or to provide 

adequate related support within the region. In 

light of these concerns, a new Trust has been set 

up to bring together the community for effective 

action to address issues of suicidal behaviour 

throughout Otago. 

David Clark asked a few questions of those 

instrumental in establishing the Life Matters 

Suicide Prevention Trust. 

What is the purpose of Life Matters? 

Our aim is to support resilience against suicide in 

Otago through promoting training, community 

support networks and working towards an 

increased awareness of suicide. 

 

What are you hoping to achieve? 

The removal of any stigma associated with 

suicide, and improved knowledge of the 

community driven resources/strategies that assist 

people affected by or at risk of suicide. 

What would you like the public to do to support 

your effort? 

Get involved; become aware; join the Life Matters 

Facebook community:

 > facebook.com/LifeMattersOtago

Cohousing development
communal grounds. Running and maintaining 

the neighbourhood is also shared amongst the 

residents according to their particular interests 

and abilities.

 The group is working hard to make the units as 

affordable as possible within the limitations of 

being ecologically sound and built to last. For 

those whose incomes are just too low to buy in, 

High Street Cohousing is committed to 

providing affordable social housing. 

The site may have been the last available 

flat land within walking distance of the city. 

All the amenities of the Mornington town 

centre are also a short walk away and there 

is a bus stop on High Street just outside 

the gate. With the birdsong and beauty 

of the town belt on its south west border, 

High Street Cohousing hopes to be a part 

of the solution to the ecological and social 

challenges we face. 

University Chaplain Greg Hughson, Corinda Taylor 

and David Clark.
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more productive, and better connected to those 

around them. If you make time to be active you’ll 

amp up your life! 

David: How can MoveMe help me find something I 

enjoy doing? 

Ruth: Our website www.

moveme.org.nz has a 

database of clubs and 

groups in Dunedin, as well 

as training plans to help get you started, 

and lots more. If you still can’t find what you’re 

looking for, contact us via the website; we’re here 

to help. 

David Clark interviews Ruth Zeinert 
Project Manager for Getting Dunedin Active

David: I’ve seen the MoveMe name out and about, 

is that a Dunedin-only thing and how does it 

relate to Getting Dunedin Active?

Ruth: Yes it is a Dunedin-only thing, and quite 

unique! Getting Dunedin Active is our city’s 

physical activity strategy, involving around 20 

different organisations, all of whom work in some 

way to promote physical activity. MoveMe is a 

campaign to promote all the ways you can be 

active in Dunedin. 

David: What do you think are the biggest 

challenges in getting Dunedin residents more 

active?

Ruth: Dunedin residents tell us it’s the hills and 

the climate! For many people it’s the time factor; 

we all lead busy lives. Being busy sometimes 

means we don’t have time to find out about all 

the opportunities around us; we hope that’s where 

MoveMe can help. 

David: With increasingly busy lifestyles, is being 

physically active just a nice to have or are there 

significant benefits?

Ruth: We know that active people are not only 

healthier physically, but they tend to be happier, 

David Clark with Ruth Zeinert 

and Andrew Lonie from ‘MoveMe’

An important focus over the past year has been 

David Clark’s commitment to saving Invermay. 

“When top scientists leave NZ we are all the 

poorer (quite literally). It takes many years to 

build the kinds of scientific collaboration and 

commercial partnerships that make Invermay the 

success that it is,” David says. 

With Labour MPs Clare Curran and the Hon David 

Parker, David has written to the Auditor-General 

requesting a full and independent review of 

AgResearch’s $100 million restructuring proposal. 

Local commitment to saving Invermay grows
“Scientists are currently scheduled to leave 

Invermay in 2017 – so in one sense there’s plenty 

of time. But actually there isn’t. We also know that 

AgResearch’s top scientists are casting about for 

work elsewhere and many have already left the 

organisation,” David says.

David’s petition to save Invermay continues to 

gain support. To date over 9,000 signatures 

have been collected. If you’ve already signed 

the petition: thank you! Please help colleagues, 

family, and friends to do the same. The sooner this 

disastrous proposal is thrown out, the better. 

The petition is still available in council offices 

and public libraries across Otago, or it can be 

downloaded from www.saveinvermay.co.nz

“AgResearch’s top scientists 
are casting about for work 
elsewhere and many have 
already left the organisation”
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Clubs Day at Otago University Re-Orientation

Out and about across the electorate

Submitting Karitane and other 
Otago Internet petitions with Clare 
Curran at Parliament’s Table Office

Sue O’Neill, owner of the Karitane Store, handing over a petition 

with 110 signatures for decent internet access in Karitane.

Doorstep conversations in Palmerston

With Joy at Mornington School
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DAVID CLARK’S WEBSITE davidclark.org.nz

FACEBOOK facebook.com/DavidClarkforDunedinNorth

TWITTER twitter.com/DavidClarkNZ

David Clark and Wallace Chapman on ‘Back Benches’


