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It was a great to have Andrew Little in town for the 

Thieves Alley Octagon Market on Saturday 13 February. 

Excellent food and a good crowd made for another fun 

day out in Dunedin. Below: David Clark introduces locals 

Ricky and Janelle Berland to Andrew Little.

Happy new year!
And welcome to the first Informer of 2016. I hope 

you all had a well-earned rest and managed to 

enjoy some time outdoors and catching up with 

friends and family.... I look forward to getting out 

and seeing many of you during the year. With 

every good wish, David.

Rebuild Dunedin Hospital 
Petition launched
Hundreds of signatures were collected in the 

petition’s first outing at Thieves Alley Octagon 

Market. The petition asks for the government to 

start the hospital rebuild before the next general 

election in 2017. We have chosen to have a written 

petition as that route forces a Select Committee 

to consider the issue, thereby encouraging the 

government’s fullest attention. Please sign and 

encourage your friends and neighbours to. Return 

signatures on the petition form to David’s office.

‘O’ Week: Andrew Little will return to Dunedin 

during student orientation week. There will be 

opportunities to meet Andrew as well as an evening 

function. Details to be confirmed. Contact the 

office for further details.

Thieves Alley Market
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INTERVIEW 
Colin Hall, manager of Prisoner Rehabilitation Service 

Dunedin North Christmas Party 

What is PARS, what services does it provide and how 

does it support the community? 

PARS stands for the Prisoners Aid and Rehabilitation 

Society. It is a registered charitable trust and has been 

serving clients in the Otago region since 1877. 

PARS supports the reintegration into the community 

of up to five ex-prisoners at a time, for a maximum of 

90 days. During that time, PARS helps ex-prisoners 

adjust to living outside the prison environment by help 

with finding accommodation, finances and budgeting, 

looking for and obtaining employment, health issues, 

facilitating contact with family, friends and the 

community, providing support for court workers and 

volunteers, referrals to legal representatives, release 

conditions and identification issues (such as birth 

certificates). They pay only a reasonable rental and 

are not required to pay for electricity or phone (as per 

contract). After this time, they are helped to transition 

to permanent sustainable accommodation.

How many people work for PARS in Dunedin?

PARS employs four people and we also use volunteers 

for various tasks.

How long have you been working with PARS?

I have been involved with PARS for about six years and 

Manager for two.

What is the most rewarding part of the job?

For me the most rewarding part of the job is when a 

person puts their past behind them and turns their life 

around, stops offending and has a positive outlook.

What is the hardest part of the job?

The hardest part of the job, for me, is trying to find 

accommodation for and assist persons with mental 

health issues.   There are quite a number of people who 

come into this category, many of whom fall through 

the cracks in the “system”.   It is a very saddening part 

of the job, especially when some of these people have 

no home and don’t seem to fit anywhere.   A subject I 

could go on for ever about.

How can the community help to support the work 

you do?

I think the community should know that many of our 

clients can become useful citizens if they are given the 

opportunity to work and support themselves.   This is 

not easy, as in the current climate it is difficult to find 

employment at all, let alone for someone with a criminal 

history.  Some members of the community assist by 

mentoring clients, or volunteering to assist PARS in 

other ways.

What can usefully be changed (laws, processes) to 

improve things for ex-prisoners trying to rehabilitate?

I believe there needs to be major changes in the way we 

(society) treat offenders with mental health problems.   

Many end up in gaol because that is what the law 

requires.   There needs to be some change in legislation 

to ensure these people are properly treated and not just 

imprisoned to get them out of the way for a time.   In 

the past these offenders would have been cared for in a 

hospital environment, not sent to prison.  This is an area 

that really needs to be addressed. 

Below: Kelly Stitley (Dunedin North Youth MP) and 

her mum Beth talk to Party Host Marian Hobbs. Top 
right: Heather Grimwood, Islay Little, Marian Hobbs, 

Carol Bond. Bottom right: revellers on the lawn.



OUT & ABOUT

in Dunedin

David at the Otago Farmers Market with fellow volunteers, 

raising money and awareness against domestic violence.

Hugh, Christina, Tom and their canine friend HB from 

Thankyou Payroll in their Dunedin office, with David and 

Frances. Thankyou Payroll is a values-driven organisation 

affecting real social change.

David Clark pictured with Dean Hall and his team of designers 

at gaming company Rocketwerkz.

Purakaunui School Fair

David Clark with Dr Niki Bould, Andrew Geddis, Jacinta Ruru, 

Zach and Nicholas. 

Tom and Trish Brooking enjoying the sun and refreshments.

David with staff of ‘Hands on at Otago’ – an extraordinarily 

successful programme that makes study accessible to a 

diverse range of high school students from around the 

country – regardless of their geography or circumstance.
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Enviroschools in Dunedin area

Terrific turnout for refugee resettlement

Ruth Dyson, Labour’s Spokesperson for 
Environment and David Clark attended the 
Enviroschools prizegiving In December, 
when schools in the Dunedin area were 
presented with signs for their schools. 

The following schools were recognised and 

received awards: Waitati, Mornington, Otago Girls 

High School, Dunedin North Intermediate, Opoho, 

Karitane, Kavanagh, Kaikorai, Wakari and North 

East Valley. Copies of photos are available, please 

contact David’s electorate office. 

Some of the benefits of the Enviroschools 

programme to schools include action-based 

learning, deepening knowledge about ecological 

sustainability and community resilience, creating 

genuine leadership opportunities for students 

and cost-savings through more efficient school-

wide practices.

Enviroschools initiative programme (instigated by 

the last Labour Government) supports children 

and young people to plan, design and implement 

sustainability actions that are important to them and 

their communities.

David joined 250 people who packed the Glenroy Auditorium on Tuesday 2 February to find out more 

about refugee resettlement in Dunedin. About 45 refugees will arrive in Dunedin in April and up to 150 

in 2016. Dunedin will be New Zealand’s sixth resettlement area.

Left: Dunedin City Councillor Jinty MacTavish presents 

students of Dunedin North Intermediate School with their 

Enviroschools sign. Above: students from North East 

Valley School with Dunedin City Councillor Aaron Hawkins.


