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David Clark MP Reports
Andrew Little visit to Dunedin 19 May

Andrew Little and David Clark with Bryce Edwards. On
Thursday 19 May Andrew Little was in Dunedin for a full day
of visits, accompanied by local MPs David Clark and Clare
Curran. First stop Andrew delivered a lecture to a 300-level
politics class at Otago University.

David Clark, Andrew Little and Clare Curran with Sue Price,
Red Cross Southern Humanitarian Services Manager.

Andrew Little and David Clark talk to volunteers at Red Cross
Dunedin. The afternoon held a well-attended visit to the
Red Cross to discuss the support being given by volunteers
and workers to former refugees in Dunedin. Inspiring and
heartfelt stories were shared over afternoon tea.

As part of Pay Fair Trade Forward Day I bought a cup
of coffee for a stranger. The concept is about promoting
conscious consumer choices, based on the principle of fair
trade and Kiwis’ belief in giving everyone, especially poor
farmers from the developing world, a fair go.

Policy Research and
Communications Advisor role
Frances in my office is leaving to move to Sweden
with her husband in August, and so there is a
vacancy for a policy communications and research
advisor role. The role is 20 hours per week. If you
are interested, please visit davidclark.org.nz/jobs or
contact my office for further information.
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Andrew Little visits Milton
Whilst attending the Southern Labour
conference in Milton, Andrew took some
time out with Labour MP David Clark to
chat with passers-by who asked what the
themes of the conference were. Andrew
spoke about Labour’s concern for growing
inequality, and how that, improving
education and health services were core
issues for the party.
Andrew spoke about Labour wanting to bring back
the “Kiwi Dream” for young people to be able to
afford their own home, which he believed New
Zealanders were being denied. Average annual

incomes were not increasing at the rate of inflation,
while those at the other end of the wage spectrum
were receiving increases in excess of inflation.
He was critical of the government’s lack of response
to the Panama Papers scandal and the TPP.
Mr Little spoke of how he was proud of Labour’s
work on its tertiary education policy which would
provide three years of free post-school education
and on the Healthy Homes Guarantee Bill. The
Bill goes further than the government’s plan to
insulate some rental homes, and would ensure that
every rental home in New Zealand meets minimum
standards of heating and insulation.

The policy was introduced by David Shearer. It
was confirmed by Andrew Little – as a clear policy
that we in future wanted to preserve the right to
introduce a ban on non-resident foreign speculators
in the New Zealand residential housing market,
because they are distorting our economy.

In May Parliament considered the enabling
legislation for the Trans Pacific Partnership.
As the Spokesperson for Trade, I spoke
out about our concerns with the deal. The
following article is an edited version of the
speech I delivered in Parliament.
This National Government has rejected a bipartisan
approach to trade, and with it a convention that has
existed for decades. Until now, leading parties in
Parliament have sat down and worked together in
the long-term interests of this country.
The government has failed to effectively represent
the long-term interests of New Zealand in the TransPacific Partnership negotiations by not seeking to
preserve the right of future Governments to legislate
for a ban on non-resident foreign speculators in
New Zealand’s housing market. As a result, our
sovereignty is being unnecessarily curtailed for an
agreement with unproven and ill-described benefits.
Other countries, including Singapore, Viet Nam and
Australia, preserved the right of their sovereign
Governments to legislate in the national interest. Our
country did not get that. But worse, it did not even
ask for that right, despite it being a well-established
policy of one of the major parties in this Parliament.

New Zealand unions, businesses, and academics
were not properly consulted in the shaping of the
negotiating documents. As a result the Government
has not even asked for the things that would help
New Zealand’s future economy, to shift away from
the speculative sector and towards the productive
sector, which we know will be in our long-term
economic interests.
In the select committee process that I participated
in, we had a 6,000-page document, negotiated
over 5 years with corporates in the room. We were
given a matter of weeks for submitters across New
Zealand to work through it, come to their views,
and share what might be in New Zealand’s wider
interests. Because they had not been a part of the
type of wider consultation period that previous
governments regarded as standard.
There has been criticism of the process from the
Treasury: “The time frames for decisions have
not allowed for a full assessment of the potential
impacts or risks involved in some of the proposals.
Further work is needed with stakeholders to ensure
the proposals are workable, and any unintended
consequences are mitigated if Ministers wish to
reduce the risk of substantive amendments being
required as a result of information emerging in the
select committee stages.”
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We saw also, in the previous examination processes,
that the modelling was flawed. Submitters pointed
out that one of the calculations involved in the
modelling for the national interest analysis was
out by a factor of 300. What analysis is available
comes from overseas. It suggests up to 6,000 job
losses as a result of this agreement by 2025 and a
drop in the proportion (over time) of income that
goes to wages, as opposed to capital. That should
concern all New Zealanders. Tim Groser said he
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would pull out of the deal if there was nothing for
dairy. Well, there is $90 million by 2030 for dairy,
in terms of increased output. Traditional economic
modelling would say that all of that value would
accrue to consumers overseas. So we have no value
to New Zealand in that—perhaps nine jobs. That is
the output of three large dairy farms—perhaps nine
jobs by 2030. If that is what Mr Groser thinks is the
big deal for dairy, then we have really seen how far
ambition has fallen under this Government.

INTERVEW

Collaboration Against Family Violence
Tell me about your organisation
I am the Family Violence Response Coordinator for
the Dunedin Collaboration Against Family Violence,
which is a collection of agencies and services active
in our community to prevent family violence.
What is your role in this?
My role is to support agencies and services to work
together more effectively in tackling family violence,
and to provide resources and training. I also work
to raise public awareness about family violence and
promote support services.
What are the organisations you work with?
We work with the specialist family violence
agencies, such as: Women’s Refuge, Shakti (a
women’s support group for women of MiddleEastern and African backgrounds, a sister
organisation to women’s refuge), Stopping Violence
Dunedin & A3 Kaitaki. We also work with social
service agencies where it’s not their primary focus,
but come across violence in the families they work
with, such as: Arai Te Uru Whare Hauora, Age
Concern, Presbyterian Support, Anglican Family
Care, Pregnancy Help, and Chatbus.
Can you describe your campaign?
Our main one is the Families Free From Violence
campaign and website:
familiesfreefromviolence.org.nz which encourages
people to take responsibility for ending family
violence in our community by getting help for
their family, helping another family or helping our
community.
To support the website, we have a number of
community resources: bouncy castle, marquee and
barbeques that are free for community agencies,
sports agencies, church groups or neighbourhood

David Clark and Dr Rob Thomson, Dunedin
collaboration against family violence

groups to use for their events to raise money,
engage with the community and to have fun as well
as raising awareness about family violence.
What can the community do to help?
Family violence exists in our community because
we let it exist. Everyone has a role to play in building
a community where everyone is safe. Many people
want to help a friend, neighbour or work mate but
don’t know what to do. On the website there is info
about signs and symptoms of family violence, the
things you can say to help, and services and support
that you can help someone to reach.
Is Dunedin a supportive community?
We are fortunate to have lots of great people who
care and want a community free from violence.
There are lots of services and support available,
and we know that people can and do change, but it
needs courage and support from friends, family and
the community.

OUT & ABOUT

in Dunedin
Transplanted: Refugee Portraits of New Zealand
This incredibly moving and insightful exhibition ran
until 18 May in the Community Art Gallery. Refugees
from a spectrum of ages and backgrounds and
countries stories were depicted through images
as well as having live refugees to chat to visitors.
Congratulations to Max Reid and Tracy Barnett
for your vision in bringing this to Dunedin, and
to the Dunedin community for their support and
sponsorship.

David meeting with Andrew Duncan, General Manager of
the Distinction Hotel in Dunedin. A beautifully appointed
hotel. Great to hear of industry partnering with the Otago
Polytechnic hospitality course.
David with a volunteer for Otago Hospice fundraising.

One of the views of University of Otago people about the
value of education.

David out riding with the University of Otago Cycling Club:
‘pedals and politics’.
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