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Andrew Little speaking at the LGNZ Conference about 
Labour’s vision for regional development. 

Andrew Little spoke at the annual 
Local Government New Zealand 
(LGNZ) Conference in Dunedin 
recently about Labour’s vision for 
regional development. 

He acknowledged the hefty and diverse collective 

role of local governments in “bringing vibrancy” to 

their towns and lamented the sitting government’s 

neglect of the regions. Andrew announced that 

Labour’s vision for regional development included 

support for local democracy and maintenance 

of the regional roads network. Furthermore, he 

revealed that under a Labour Government, the 

Local Government portfolio would shift “from 

the Department of Internal Affairs backwater it 

is currently sitting in” to the Department of the 

Prime Minister and Cabinet – “front and centre, 

where it belongs”. 

Approximately 565 delegates attended the 

LGNZ Conference from 24-26 July. Guests included 

2016 LGNZ Conference in Dunedin

mayors, chairs, chief executives, councillors and 

senior management from New Zealand’s councils, 

along with key players from the private sector, 

business, government and non-government 

agencies. The conference focused on ‘place-making’ 

– creating places where people love to live, work 

and play. There was a strong focus on leading 

change and sustainable development for the 

families and businesses of generations to come. 

I spoke out in Parliament 
recently about the continued 
delay of redevelopment at 
Dunedin Hospital. Every 
New Zealander should 
expect decent healthcare. 

However, Budget 2016 (unveiled in May this 
year) committed only the bare minimum 
to planning for the hospital rebuild, which 
jeopardises decent healthcare for those 
living in and around Dunedin.   

Documents released under the Official Information 

Act in July revealed a tentative start date for the 

hospital rebuild – construction was estimated 

to commence in December 2019. Officials were 

Hospital Rebuild update: 
keeping the pressure on

pursuing options with the “potential” to shorten 

delays for the $300 million redevelopment, but 

specific details on these options were withheld. 

Planning stages of the redevelopment have been 

affected by repeated delays, not helped by the 

sacking of the Southern District Health Board (DHB) 

last year. It seems that the Dunedin Hospital rebuild 

has not been a priority for the current government, 

but local pressure and common sense can dictate a 

faster timeframe. 

As I told Eileen Goodwin at the Otago Daily Times 

recently, they need to come clean with the people 

of Dunedin as to what they’ve got planned and what 

they’re spending our money on. 

Recent reports about a possible downgrade to a 

generalist hospital are also concerning. I will continue 

to fight for a comprehensive rebuild of Dunedin 

Hospital as we move toward the next election. 
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In autumn, I joined a bunch of intrigued 
visitors at the old High Street School 
site to learn about a new co-housing 
development there. The open day 
included extensive discussion on the 
opportunities and challenges associated 
with building houses as a community. 

Great attention had been paid to design detail, 

including the minimisation of long-term energy costs 

and catering for all – from the youngest to the oldest, 

from singles to large families. The architectural design 

Many medicines 
are subsidised by 
the Government. 

The prescription charge (co-payment) is 
a small contribution people pay towards 
the cost of the medicines they receive. For 
most people, this charge is $5 for each 
new prescription item. New Zealanders 
can reduce their medicine costs with the 
Prescription Subsidy Card.

What is the Prescription Subsidy Card?

Once you have the Prescription Subsidy Card, 

you do not have to pay any more prescription 

charges for the rest of the year. Since July 1 2015, 

Prescription Subsidy Card holders who previously 

paid $2 per prescription item no longer have to. 

You’re eligible for the card once you’ve paid for 20 

new prescription medicine items from the 1st of 

February each year. 

If you live with a partner, or any dependent 

children under 18 years of age, you can combine 

your prescription items to reach this total of 20. Tell 

your regular pharmacist the names of all the people 

High Street Cohousing Group

Prescription 
Subsidy Card

requirements for shared facilities are unique, so many 

of our conversations considered the nature and scope 

of shared activities – what the co-housing community 

might do together versus what each household 

would do independently. 

It was surprising to hear how difficult it had been 

for coordinators to get the co-housing project 

off the ground; from resource consent stage, to 

obtaining finance from banks. Another unexpected 

challenge was not having a legal framework that 

distinguished between a community building its 

own co-housing, and a single, profit-driven property 

development group. 

Difficulties aside, however, other guests and 

I learned about some innovative construction 

methods moving forward. With support, these 

progressive building strategies have the potential to 

provide more affordable housing with a high level of 

community cohesion. 

To contact the High Street Co-housing Group:

email  ucoldunedin@gmail.com

website www.highstreetcohousing.nz 

Facebook  www.facebook.com/CohousingDunedin 

in your family (and the ages of any children) to help 

them keep track of how many items you’ve paid for. 

The Prescription Subsidy Card expires on the 31st of 

January each year. 

How do I get a Prescription Subsidy Card?

If you go to a regular pharmacy, they’ll keep a 

prescription count for you and give you a card as 

soon as you reach 20 items. If you go to a different 

pharmacy from your usual one, or you go to a 

different pharmacy each time, keep all your receipts. 

Take these receipts to your regular pharmacy so they 

can add them to your record, or, when you reach 

20 items, take receipts for each purchase into any 

pharmacy and request a Prescription Subsidy Card. 

How do I use a Prescription Subsidy Card?

Just show the pharmacist your Prescription Subsidy 

Card when you hand your prescription in at the 

pharmacy and you will not have to pay the $5 

prescription charge. You should not have to show 

your Prescription Subsidy Card to the pharmacy 

that gave it to you. 

For more information, please visit health.govt.nz 

and search for ‘Prescription Subsidy Card’

Mixing with coordinators and guests at an open day for the High 
Street Co-housing Development. 
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Otago SPCA
Otago SPCA’s area is the largest in New 
Zealand. It stretches from the Waitaki 
River north of Oamaru down into parts 
of Southland. The main buildings used 
to house and care for animals are in 
Opoho, not far from the Alhambra 
rugby fields. 

They have a small paid staff, but the organisation’s 

reach goes a long way beyond them. One hundred 

and fifteen volunteers do everything from dog 

walking to visiting the elderly in hospice. They 

provide education to children, supervise community 

service placements, work with Women’s 

Refuge to house animals temporarily 

displaced as a result of domestic violence, 

and work with at-risk and special needs 

people. Dozens of these volunteers are 

tertiary students – you may know one or 

two. 

The SPCA also microchips, 

immunises, hospitalises, cares for, 

and re-homes animals. Caring for the 

vulnerable, including animals, is the 

mark of a humane society. Locally, 

this service is under threat. Buildings 

used to house animals are past their 

use-by date and need replacing. Around $1.5 million 

is required to replace five buildings with three new 

ones. The existing animal buildings and laundry can 

carry the threat of disease and must be sprayed 

regularly. They were fit for purpose when built 70 

years ago. The new buildings will house educational 

facilities, storage and laundry, and specialised dog 

and cat facilities. 

The SPCA is a not for profit organisation. It 

runs on the smell of an oily rag. None of the 

board members are paid. Yet the organisation has 

professional obligations. It is obliged to by law to 

prosecute animal abuses, but has no Government 

income to sustain that. Somehow it continues to do 

important work in and for our community.

Fundraising has begun in earnest with the first 

pledges coming in, but there is a long way to go. 

Without generous community support, the 

organisation will not be able to guarantee the 

safe and disease-fee housing of animals in need, 

and will be obliged to close its doors. 

Animal welfare is something that should 

concern every citizen. I am keen to 

support the Otago SPCA as it sets 

about the task of replacing its facilities 

and would be very interested to hear 

from any members of the community 

who are also keen to get involved 

in fundraising efforts. Ideas and 

accompanying energy are welcomed – I 

look forward to hearing from you!

An interview with Youth MP Kelly Stitely

Proud to meet with Youth MP Kelly Stitely and Principal Linda Miller, 
of Otago Girls’ High School where Kelly is currently the Head Girl. 

What made you want to become a Youth MP?

I applied to be a Youth MP because I wanted to 

experience first hand the democratic and political 

process in New Zealand, as well as wanting to 

improve the voter turnout for young people in the 

Dunedin North electorate. 

How would you describe your experience early on 
as a Youth MP?

Early on, I was a bit scared and unsure what to 

do. However, as soon as I got started I had a lot of 

fun! I ran a series of show debated in Dunedin high 

schools on topical events, and through that got to 

meet a lot of cool people and really inform young 

people about important issues. 

How would you describe your experience as a 
Youth MP at Youth Parliament in July?

Youth Parliament was two incredible, full-on days! 

We really lived the lives of a real MP, going through 



select committees, debating a mock bill, having 

question time and general debate. I met so many 

inspirational people who are doing amazing work 

in their communities, and I can confidently say 

that the future of New Zealand is safe in young 

people’s hands! 

What have been some unexpected features of your 
experience as a Youth MP?

When I signed up to be a Youth MP, I expected 

to just be working with young people. However, 

through the course of my time, I have met up with 

a few politicians and also been interviewed by 

Dunedin Television. I wasn’t expecting to really get 

out there like a real MP!

What would you like to go on to do now?

My experience as a Youth MP is far from over, even 

if Youth Parliament has finished. I hope to continue 

the great work that a lot of Youth MPs have started, 

for example helping another Youth MP with his 

petition about NCEA and youth mental health. I plan 

to study law and politics at the University of Otago 

next year so that I can continue to engage and 

participate in politics over the course of my life.

What advice would you give to someone who is 
considering applying for a role as a Youth MP?

Absolutely go for it! It is an experience like no 

other, and you definitely won’t regret the fun you’ll 

have and the skills that you will pick up along the 

way! You will have the chance to run a community 

project, and don’t let that pass you by! It’s a 

fantastic opportunity unlike any other!

Karitane Counter Delivery Postal Service
Karitane is a tight-knit seaside community just a 
short drive north of Dunedin. When I heard the 
long-running counter delivery postal service in 
Karitane was under threat, I was eager to support 
the locals in any negotiations with NZ Post. 

More than a hundred Karitane residents braved a 

cold winter night in late July to attend a community 

meeting with two NZ Post representatives. 

Community leader Geoff Lyell began the meeting by 

welcoming guests and expressing the community’s 

principal goal to engage NZ Post in a thoughtful 

consultation process over the future of counter 

delivery in Karitane. 

Andrew Noone, Waikouaiti Coast representative 

on the Dunedin City Council, chaired the meeting. 

He invited me to speak briefly about my personal 

ties to the Karitane community and I made clear 

that I would provide my ongoing support to them, 

regardless of how the meeting played out. Andrew 

then gave NZ Post regional manager Murray Rei 

the floor to explain in greater detail the proposed 

changes to postal delivery in Karitane. 

Murray described how NZ Post lacked the 

technology to automatically redirect the mail of 

counter delivery customers; so manual sorting was a 

costly part of providing the counter delivery service. 

He explained that ongoing counter delivery across 

the country would serve only those in need of short-

term mailing addresses for up to three months. 

Former long-term counter delivery customers, like 

those in Karitane, were advised to register for rural 

delivery instead. 

Andrew Noone then invited members of the 

Karitane community, led by Geoff Lyell, to speak 

on their different categories of concern with the 

proposed postal delivery changes: information 

technology, social well-being, road safety, urban 

streetscape, time-frames, costs, impact on the store, 

and other miscellaneous concerns.  Many spoke 

fondly of accessing the counter delivery service 

over recent decades.

NZ Post representative Murray Rei conceded 

that there were some issues he would have to 

seek further advice on. Finally, Geoff reiterated the 

community’s major concerns and formally requested 

that, on behalf of NZ Post, Murray agree to delay 

any action on counter delivery in Karitane until a 

thoughtful consultation process could be undertaken 

with the local community – Murray granted a three-

month extension for any action on the issue. 

A meaningful triumph for Karitane and a unique 

opportunity for NZ Post to illustrate that you 

really can “make your parcels work round you”, 

as their current marketing campaign suggests. 

I was immensely proud to stand alongside the 

Karitane community, as their local MP, to advance 

an issue that really mattered to them. I look forward 

to seeing how their negotiations with NZ Post 

progress in the coming months! 

Preparing to speak to a packed hall of Karitane residents during a 
community meeting with NZ Post representatives about counter 
delivery in their area. 
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Labour MPs and Mayor Dave Cull taking a break from the LGNZ 
Conference to check out housing in South Dunedin. Labour’s 
Affordable Housing Authority will prioritise urban renewal in Dunedin.

Purakaunui School students with plenty of questions for me during 
a recent visit. They were particularly fascinated by the Beehive and I 
offered to give them a tour if they ever visited when I was in Wellington. 

Giving these Selwyn College students an idea of what to expect for 
the night ahead at the 2016 Dunedin Sleepout. Just one of many brave 
teams who turned out in support of the Dunedin Night Shelter Trust.

Dropped into ASB House in July for an interview on The Breeze 
radio station (98.2FM) with breakfast show hosts Sonia van de 
Klundert and Damian Newell. 

A traditional dance performance at a dinner held on 4 August 
at the First Church of Otago, which celebrated 51 years of Cook 
Islands self-government.

Privileged to attend the launch of the New Zealand International 
Science Festival with Dame Elizabeth Hanan (left) and festival 
president Michele Coleman (right). Dame Elizabeth was awarded 
the first ever Life Membership for the festival in 2010 for outstanding 
contributions to the event. 

Popped in on an after school care programme during a tour 
of St Francis Xavier School in Mornington recently. Principal 
Craig Ward was very kind to show me around, especially on
the eve of a snow day. 


