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Above: Speaking to Dunedin North constituents on election night. 

I feel privileged to serve you as the Member 
of Parliament for Dunedin North – in our new 
Labour-led Government, under the capable 
leadership of Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern. 

I will work hard to repay the faith you have placed in me. 
Over the past six years I have worked hard to advocate 
for Dunedin residents in Parliament. I will continue to be a 
strong advocate for you and our city. 

Our new government was possible because the majority of 
New Zealanders voted for change at our recent election.  
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Christmas 
Party

Dunedin North electorate Christmas is just around the corner and I would like to invite 

you all to the OUSA Aquatic Centre at 65 Magnet Street on 

Sunday, 10 December from 3.00 pm for the annual Dunedin 

North Christmas BBQ. Please bring a plate and a sun hat, 

and RSVP to (03) 474 1973 or events@davidclark.org.nz.

Proud to continue representing Dunedin North 

I want to personally thank Dunedin North for the strong 
support you have shown me, and our Government’s 
positive vision for New Zealand’s future. 

You will have seen that our new government will be a 
different kind of government: focused on people, and 
following through on our election commitments. We have 
already progressed a ban on non-resident foreign housing 
speculators, announced an extension of paid parental 
leave to 26 weeks, and secured one year free post-school 
education from next year. There is much more to come.   
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Another urgent priority is establishing an inquiry to address 
the mental health crisis. This will be a broad ranging review 
and will inform decisions to deliver New Zealanders the 
support they need. Many Dunedin people have already 
reached out to share their mental health stories with me. 

Above: With the Governor-General and the Prime Minister at my swear-
ing in as the new Minister of Health. 

My priorities in Health  

My heartfelt sympathies to those adjusting 
to the reality that their support services roles 
may be cut despite in many cases long and 
loyal service to the University. 

The University of Otago has confirmed it is cutting 160 
full-time equivalent jobs as part of a support services 
reconfiguration. The announcement comes in the same 
year food giant Mondelez announced it would end 
Cadbury production in Dunedin with the loss of 350 jobs. 
I am keenly aware of the impact these job losses will have 
on the wider community. 

Participation in tertiary studies across New Zealand 
dropped from 40 per cent in 2010 to 35 per cent in 2015. 

I have no doubt the story would be different if the former 
government had been intent on growing rather than 
shrinking the tertiary sector. 

Our new government is committed to supporting the 
tertiary sector. Officials have already begun planning to 
introduce one year of fees-free tertiary education, which 
will come into force on 1 January, 2018. This will benefit 
Dunedin people and our local economy.  

Hundreds of people will be devastated by recent job cuts at 
Otago, including the families of those directly affected. I am 
confident this government’s support of the tertiary sector 
will benefit Dunedin, and our regional development focus 
will create new opportunities for those affected.  

   

I feel privileged to serve as your new Minister 
of Health. Over the past several months I have 
campaigned hard for affordable access to 
quality healthcare. Thanks to your support, I am 
now in a position to deliver on that.

I do not have to tell Dunedin people of the pressures facing 
our health system. The countless stories we have heard 
in recent times paint the picture of a health system under 
financial strain. Our hard-working and dedicated medical 
staff do an amazing job in challenging conditions.

My role is about more than just increasing health sector 
funding. I will demonstrate strong leadership and work 
to restore and build constructive relationships across the 
health sector.

I remain committed to getting the rebuild of our hospital 
under way. We have waited too long for a modern hospital 
facility; the state of our hospital is simply not good enough. 

Mass job losses for varsity support staff
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I first met Petridish managers Kate and Jason Lindsey 
when consulting local start-ups on regional development 
opportunities last year. Their shared business space 
company is now expanding to meet the needs of a growing 
community, so I caught up with Kate to find out more.  

D: What prompted this expansion of yours?
K: Within weeks of opening on Stafford Street in August last 
year, our shared spaces were filled and had attracted more 
than 40 businesses, ranging from single-person ventures to 
larger companies opening a local branch with several staff. 
We’re hoping to become the creative hub for Dunedin; 
build it and they’ll [continue to] come!

D: What will the expansion mean?
K: In January we’ll be able to offer 16 more entry-level 
spaces, four more office suites and 50 more sit-or-stand 
desks. 
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Every good electorate office needs great staff. 
It was wonderful to welcome Sally Knox to my 
local team this month. Feel free to drop by and 
introduce yourself if you get the opportunity. 

Sally lives locally with her husband, daughter, and puppy 
Monty. She worked previously as a lawyer and an early 
childhood teacher. 

Sally believes we can make New Zealand a better, fairer 
place. She really enjoys meeting new people, getting to 
know them, and helping to solve their problems.

Hearty welcome to new team member 

When I asked Sally what she loves about Dunedin North, 
she said, “I love living and working in this community – it’s a 
welcoming place, full of energy and ideas.” Hear, hear! 

I would also like to acknowledge the service of Karen Dehn, 
my former office manager, who has assisted me for the past 
six years. Thank you, Karen!

Again, please do drop by Albany Street if you get the 
chance. Paulette Quartermaine will be in on Thursdays now 
too. She and Sally would both love to meet you all.   

Above: Me and Sally outside the electorate office, reflecting on her first 
week in the new job. Glad to see she’s still smiling!

Petridish shared space
Creative culture growing         

Above: Afternoon tea with the team at Petridish. 

D: What makes this undertaking special for you?
K: It can benefit the start-ups, but also the local community. 
Jason and I are funding this ourselves; it’s a ‘ma and pa’ 
operation. And we’re here making a long-term investment 
in the community, for everyone to share.  



Out and about
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Photos from across Dunedin 
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Above: Grabbing a bite to eat and chatting with locals at the Dunedin 
Rudolf Steiner School fair. School fair season is upon us in Dunedin, and 
this one is always a standout!

Above: Chatting with University of Otago law students during an exam 
study break in the sun. Good luck to all students now awaiting exam 
results, and best wishes for a well-deserved summer break!

Above: Alison Lewis and Jane Bloore share historical family photos with 
me. They meet often with people for whom English is a second language, 
to welcome them to Dunedin and coach them in conversational English. 

Above: The southernmost Durga Puja on the planet! Thanks to the Das 
family for hosting. It was a privilege to be invited to open this Hindu 
celebration – happening for the first time ever in Dunedin.

Above: Popped into Salt & Sugar, the general store in Karitane, and met 
Laura, Annemieke and Nico. They sell wood-fired pizzas there Friday 
through Sunday.

Above: Kiwi ingenuity on show at this year’s East Otago Field Days in 
Palmerston. Here I am in an all-terrain vehicle; for farming and hunting, 
but in my case purely for recreational purposes!


