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Above: PM Jacinda Ardern addresses a full stand of students. 

David Clark MP reports

It was a wonderful evening where other members of our 
community invited new students to challenge themselves, and 
to be grateful for the opportunities they are presented with.  

Among the guest speakers were the President of OUSA, 
Caitlin Barlow-Groome, Mayor Dave Cull, and Vice Chancellor 
Harlene Hayne – all of whom had sage advice to share. We 
were then invited to hear the beautiful voice of Lani Alo, 
a well-known contemporary music graduate from Otago.

If the ceremony was anything to go by, this year is set to be 
fantastic.

Dunedin was delighted to welcome our Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, who greeted the new 
University of Otago first-year students in late February. 

PM Jacinda Ardern opens University year

PM Jacinda Ar-
dern opens Uni-

versity year

It was a tremendous start to 2018 for new students, ac-
ademic staff, and members of the public who attend-
ed the Convocation Ceremony at the start of Orienta-
tion Week.  I was proud to be there as your local MP.

The students were excited to be greeted by our PM 
and to start their own university journey alongside our 
new government.  Jacinda emphasised our tertiary ed-
ucation policy of a fee-free first year, explaining “We 
know if we invest in you and your future, we all benefit.”

She also spoke wisely about the importance of self-confi-
dence in setting ambitious goals and striving for success.
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David Clark MP reports

Thank you to all the volunteers who organised and 
assisted with event preparations, and to Dunedinites for 
your questions and saying hello.  Thieves Alley would not 
be the same without you all. 

Above: Caught up with many happy families in and around the Octagon. 

Thieves’ Alley delivers as always!

At present, 55,000 Kiwis experience some 
form of dementia; and every day approximately 
40 New Zealanders are diagnosed.  

I recently had the privilege of opening the Dunedin 
Dementia Research Clinic.  The network of research clinics 
across NZ involves the cooperation of Otago University, 
alongside Auckland and Canterbury universities.

At the opening I also took the opportunity to encourage 
the many passionate medical practitioners and scientists 
who are working hard to reduce the burden of conditions 
like Alzheimer’s and dementia on New Zealanders.

 

The new clinic in Dunedin will research the impact of 
various lifestyle factors on our chances of developing 
dementia – to determine where we ought to take 
action.  Clinic director, Dr Nick Cutfield, emphasised the 
importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle in warding 
off dementia; things like exercise, social connections, and 
strong mental health are at the heart of delaying its onset.

Sadly, the prevalence of dementia in New Zealand is 
set to increase threefold by 2050, which emphasises 
the importance of this preventive research. I look 
forward to hearing how the clinic progresses. 

 

   

What a beautiful day we had for our annual 
Thieves’ Alley market day this year!

It was the 43rd market to be run and it did not fail to 
disappoint, with around 250 stalls selling everything 
from handy crafts to delicious food.  

I enjoyed meeting new Dunedin residents, and catching up 
with locals, as well as tourists from both of the two visiting 
cruise ships.  There was a real buzz amongst the crowds, 
and it was particularly heartening to receive people’s 
congratulations on my re-election and the progress of the 
new government.  We couldn’t have done it without you!

Armadeo, Otago Museum’s Science Presentation 
Coordinator, delivered an incredible science show.  The 
music from all the different performers was a credit to 
their groups for another successful market day.

Tackling mental illness head on



David Clark MP reports

Regardless of the weather, students took a 
leaf out of our new Prime Minister’s book 
with their relentless positivity on campus last 
month.  Unfortunately, O-Week’s Tent City was 
officially cancelled due to ex-Cyclone Gita, 
but this didn’t stop lots of students coming 
to check out the remaining tents, with many 
signing up as volunteers for a myriad of causes.
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We recently farewelled Michelle Walsh from our Dunedin North 
electorate office – she is now in Wellington working in Jacinda 
Ardern’s “Leader’s Office”. However, we have since welcomed 
Anna Hoek-Sims and Paulette Quartermaine to our team. 
 
Anna is passionate about helping make a difference, and as 
such is a great addition to my office.  She works extensively 
across the Dunedin community with former refugees, 
sexual violence survivors and volunteers in other areas.

New Dunedin North team member

Paulette joined us late last year.  She returned to live in 
Dunedin in 2016, having worked in London for more than 
twenty years.  She enjoys meeting new people and helping 
locals through the office. 

Although I was sad to see Michelle go, I know lots of new and 
exciting opportunities await her, and we wish her all the best 

Above: Paulette Quartermaine and Anna Hoek-Sims.

Rainy O-Week does not deter

Beside: In between the rain drops, students make the most 
of the reprieve and pose with our sign.
  



Out and about

David Clark MP reports

Photos from across Dunedin 
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Above: My tie and braces are fluro orange in support of Light It Orange 
week.  Shine NZ run the awareness campaign to highlight family violence 
and to help survivors receive the support they require.

Above: The medical team behind the new Dementia Clinic 
at the launch, where I was honoured to unveil the plaque. 

Above: Gounián jíxiáng - Happy New Year of the Dog!  Wonderful eve-
ning in the Octagon then at the Chinese Gardens celebrating the New 
Year.

Above: Helping everyone warm up at the Weetbix Kids TRYathlon in 
Memorial Park, Mosgiel.  As you can see, we are practising our freestyle 
swimming technique!

Above: Smiles all around at Thieves Alley! Above: Delivering an opening address at the Diabetes Symposium.  .


