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Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern addresses ODT Class Act Award recipients.  Story on Page 2.

David Clark MP reports

Dunedin Hospital Update

Congratulations to the ODT Class Act Awardees

Opening the New Dunedin Hospital Workforce seminar at the Dunedin Public Art Gallery.  Story on Page 2.
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David Clark MP reports

Proud to open Otago Polytech’s first Residential Hall

The new hall, which has been operating since February, 
is a first for the institute.

What particularly impressed me with the new 
building was its eco-friendly credentials. Made 
almost completely of laminated-wood, with the only 
wood elevator shaft in New Zealand, it is the second 
largest building of its kind in Australasia. Some of 
the concrete used for the building was repurposed 
from a drift-racing event at Forsyth Barr stadium.

Students took me on a tour of the 231 bed hall, 

which allowed me to reminisce on my time as 
Warden at Selwyn College.

Guests at the opening included Councillor Aaron 
Hawkins (Representing the Mayor), Chair of the 
Otago Polytechnic Kathy Grant, CEO Phil Ker 
and CEO of Campus Living Villages Rob Di Qual. 

Te Pa Tauira will add to the buzz around the tertiary 
precinct and I look forward to returning in the near 
future! 

ODT Class Act Awards

Dunedin Hospital

Nice to meet Beau Meehan and Ella Creagh from Dunstan High 
School.

We all know that the Dunedin 
Hospital rebuild is going to be a huge 
development; the biggest project in town.   
 
With such a large investment comes a 
demand for workers.  This will give Dunedin 
an opportunity to support its own workforce, 
as we are likely to require over 1,000 workers 
on the construction site over several years. 
 
Not only will we be providing a modern, 
structurally sound hospital to South Island 
residents, this is a great chance for the 
skilled labour force in Otago and Southland 
to grow, in both numbers and experience. 
 

From Page 1. 

It’s always great to welcome the PM to our neck of the 
woods, even more so when we’re celebrating todays’ 
up and coming leaders in their last year of high school.  
Jacinda was awarding the 2018 cohort of ODT Class 
Act Awards at the ceremony at the Otago Museum. 
It’s hard to tell who was more impressed: our PM at all 
the incredible achievements of these 17 and 18 year 
olds, or the students having a blast chatting with her!  

These awards are a great way to recognise the hard 
work students put in to their schools and also to 
their communities.   
 
Many are volunteers with various groups, which is a 
fantastic way to give back to locals.  

Each year I attend these awards, I am continuously 
amazed at all these students have achieved. It will be 
exciting to watch their progress and catch up on their 
stories in ten years when the ODT checks in again 
with this cohort’s progress.

 
This in turn, will set the foundation for other planned 
work in our city.  Over a 12 year period, construction 
in Dunedin will be above historic averages. 
 
The number of job opportunities created for 
young people in the construction industry by 
this development will be an investment in many 
senses: in our young people, our workforce, and 
in our health.



David Clark MP reports
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The Dunedin night Shelter Trust has been an important 
organisation to me since it was established in 2004.  
I’ve always believed it is vital to look after everyone in 
the community, to ensure no one is left behind.  This 
year, as in previous years, I joined in on the annual 
collection

It’s a privilege and great opportunity to get out and 
talk with people who are as passionate about the 
shelter and the work the trust does looking after our 
most vulnerable community members.  I always come 
away from a street appeal with an extra bounce, 
knowing that there are lots of good, caring community 
members out there.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated to the trust – I’m already looking forward to 
collecting again next year!

It was great to hear their 
opinions about viruses and 
bacteria - I was impressed 
by their knowledge and 
the posters they designed!

Catch up with 
Dr Nic Rawlence  

Antibiotic competition

Clues in ancient DNA provide for future  
discoveries. 

Ancient Moa and other extinct New Zea-
land creatures are all part of a day’s work 
in Dr Nic Rawlence’s ancient DNA lab in the 
University of Otago’s Zoology department. 

I recently had the chance to visit Nic’s lab, and 
to congratulate him for his Early Career Award 
for Distinction in Research he received in 2017. 
Nic’s work looks at the clues ancient DNA and 
paleontology can provide into past ecosystems. 

Nic showed me some bones that belonged 
to a South Island Giant Moa. It was pret-
ty incredible to hold these, not to mention try-
ing to imagine the size of a Moa in real life!

I was fortunate to be able to visit MSD the other 
week.  It was a great chance to touch base with 
the local Dunedin staff and hear about their work.  

It was a privilege to share morning tea with them 
and I was grateful to have the opportunity to thank 
them for making a difference in people’s lives.

We also celebrated their colleague’s 20 year work 
anniversary as well as Cook Island Language Week.  

A morning at MSD

Dunedin Night Shelter 
Appeal

Shaking a bucket for the Dunedin Night Shelter Trust.

We all know the 
importance of antibiotics, 
whether we learnt this at 
school or from our doctors 
or parents.  

I recently launched an 
antibiotic resistance 
poster competition for 
years 5-8 pupils.  



Out and about

David Clark MP reports

Photos from across Dunedin 
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Speaking at the 100th anniversary of Montecillo Hospital and Rest 
Home.

Listening to presentations at the opening of the Science Festival.

Delighted to meet Dame Silvia Cartwright at the opening of the Suffrage 
and Beyond 1893 - 2018 Exhibition at Toitu.

Celebrating Cook Island Language Week with MSD Dunedin staff 
members.

Chatting with Dominic about construction occurring across the city. I had a great time meeting these Dietetic students and talking to 
them about the role of advocacy in government.


