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David Clark MP reports

Dunedin Hospital Update

With the Site Masterplan now avail-
able, work on the new hospital is fo-
cused on planning for our workforce 
needs. With a pipeline of infrastruc-
ture projects that extends beyond 
the hospital, we’re embarking on a 
detailed analysis to work out how 
many workers we need, and in which 
trades, over the next 10 to 20 years. 
Construction of the hospital is set to 
be completed in two phases, with the 
outpatients and day surgery block to 
be built first. Bringing forward the 
completion of the first building will 
mean that by 2024, pressure will be 
taken off those buildings most at risk 
of service failure. That will require 
about 350 workers, which is about 
the same number currently working 
on construction projects around the 
University. As those projects wrap up, 
those workers can begin on the new 
hospital block. More challenging will 
be providing the 900 or so workers 
required to build the large inpatient 
building, which is phase two of the 
rebuild. Organisations across Dune-
din (and in fact the country, includ-
ing central Government) are work-
ing together to ensure we’ll have a 
workforce qualified and ready to go 
when the time comes to start build-
ing Dunedin’s long-awaited new
hospital.
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ANZAC Day

St John awards

The cycle lane along SH1 through Dunedin’s 

city centre was officially opened recently, and 

it was my great pleasure to cut the ribbon be-

fore cycling down the safe new lane on my vin-

tage Morrison Monarch.

The awards function for St John is always a 

great opportunity to celebrate those in our 

community who work hard to keep us safe. 

This year medals were presented to people 

who have served for over forty years!

Cycle lane opening

April 25 this year was a crisp and clear day, 

beginning with a very still morning for Duned-

in’s dawn service at the cenotaph in Queen’s 

Gardens. The service was both thoughtful and 

moving. I spent some time with our service 

men and women before attending the Ander-

sons Bay Cemetery service, followed by a visit 

to Montecillo Veteran’s home, ending the day 

with the University service. I’m very grateful to 

all those who have served in defence of our 

country, and to all those who continue do so.
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In March we welcomed Prime Minister Jacinda 

Ardern to Dunedin, where she came to show 

solidarity with our Muslim community following 

the terror attack in Christchurch. Together we 

heard from those affected, and we listened to 

their stories and their hopes for the future. The 

Government is determined to find out how the 

attack could have happened, and to make sure 

it can never happen again. As you will no doubt 

have seen, we’ve already passed new legis-

lation removing military-style semi-automatic 

weapons and assault rifles from our communi-

ties. This is one of the many ways our nation 

has honoured the legacy of the victims - by 

working together to create lasting change. I’m 

proud of the way Parliament has co-operated 

to bring about these changes, along with sup-
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PM in Dunedin

port across a range of stakeholders, including 

rural and hunting communities. Now we turn to 

other questions that have arisen from the terror 

attack. The Royal Commission of Inquiry will ad-

dress these questions, and provide answers. In 

the community, we have our own work to do. We 

must celebrate our differences and look out for 

each other, and unite against hate.
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Student climate strike

Across the world, young people are taking to 

the streets and demanding action on climate 

change. Like these students, the Government 

is focused on taking action to address what our 

PM has called her generation’s nuclear-free 

moment. A few weeks ago, I joined hundreds 

of students from across Dunedin in the Octa-

gon at the School Strike for Climate. I heard 

their speeches, I heard their voices, and I heard 

their message. On that day the next genera-

tion chose to use their voice on the issue that 

affects them the most, and they’ve told us that 

they want us to govern with the future in mind, 

not just the next three years.
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Mental health inquiry

While this government has already increased 

access to mental health services like counsel-

ling, New Zealanders have made it clear that 

there is still plenty of work to do. We will be 

responding to He Ara Oranga – Report of the 

Government Inquiry into Mental Health and 

Addiction shortly, which will put people at the 

centre of our new approach. There was an in-

credible degree of participation in the Inquiry, 

with over 2000 people attending public meet-

ings and over 5200 submissions. Back in No-

vember, the Minister of Finance signalled that 

mental health would be a priority in this gov-

ernment’s first Wellbeing budget, due to be re-

leased at the end of May.

Polytech reform

In Dunedin we are proud to host Otago Poly-

technic, an outstanding tertiary institute provid-

ing world-class education. It has built a strong 

brand by providing high-quality, relevant 

courses. Over the course of the Vocational 

Education reform, places like Dunedin can be 

held up as examples to follow. Otago Polytech-

nic is an integral institute in our city, training 

many of our healthcare professionals, as well 

as many of the workers we’ll need to rebuild 

our hospital. The Government wants to create 

a system that delivers for our regions like Ota-

go Polytechnic does, so that every learner has 

more, and better, choices in accessing quality 

programmes where they live.

Gumboot Friday

April 5 was Gumboot Friday, a national day of 

conversation around mental health, particular-

ly that of our children. Tackling mental health 

and addiction challenges is a big job, but it’s 

important and I am absolutely committed to it.



Out and about
Photos from across Dunedin 
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Catching up with staff and students at Kip 
McGrath after school

Enjoying a chat with Pat Brittenden on his 
podcast Department of Conversation

Monty the dog working hard at the
University Orientation Week tent city!

Delighted to open the new pharmacy clinic 
at the University of Otago

Unveiling Opoho School’s new classroom, 
Poutama, with principal Jenny Clarke

Enjoying the atmosphere in the city at 
Thieves Alley with Clare Curran and
Finance Minister Grant Robertson


