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David Clark MP reports

New Dunedin Hospital – a progress report
Interview with Pete Hodgson, chair of the Southern
Partnership Group
DC: Can you give us an update on the Dunedin
Hospital Rebuild?
PH: We can’t see any cranes yet, but the New
Dunedin Hospital is taking shape just the same.
Every week a new person or a new company quietly
joins the effort.
Hospitals are really complicated buildings and
this is the largest hospital project in New Zealand’s
history. The secret to success is very good planning.
We are at stage two of a five stage planning process,
involving architects from Brisbane, Wellington and
London, engineers mainly from New Zealand,
including Dunedin, as well as countless clinicians,
mainly from Dunedin.
DC: What are the next steps?
PH: The design phase will last for years. But the
construction phase will begin next year, and the
first task will be demolition.
There will be two blocks. The outpatients and
day surgery block is being fast-tracked to relieve
pressure on the existing hospital and it is due to be
largely complete in November 2023. The site for the
main block is across St Andrew St on the Cadburys
site and it is due for completion in November 2028.

DC: What does this project mean for Dunedin
longer term?
PH: There is a bit of excitement in the air. Sure, we
are getting a new hospital, but we are starting to
sense that that means changes to our health system
itself. Add to that possible changes in our public
transport, possible removal of fossil fuels from our
CBD with a renewably fired heating scheme, even
closer links between our health system and the
University and Polytech, and this project starts to
change many things in our city.
And it will take years to build; the training and
employment prospects for those who want to be
part of it are bright indeed.

Above, top: Doing my bit to help make some room for the
new hospital!
Above: Pete Hodgson and I discussing the state of the
rebuild outside the site of the new hospital
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Introducing Jack Buchan,
Youth MP
Youth Parliament is held every three years,
giving our young people a chance to learn
and share information about our democracy.
Dunedin North’s Youth MP Jack Buchan is
off to the House this month, representing our
electorate in the ninth Youth Parliament. Jack
is passionate about helping others and seeing
New Zealand reach its full potential. English,
History and Economics are among his favourite
subjects, supplemented by a strong interest in
law and debating. A keen sportsman, as well as
a volunteer at organisations such as Orokonui
Ecosanctuary, Community Learning Centre and
Amnesty International, I couldn’t be more proud
to be represented by someone as talented and
compassionate as Jack. I’m looking forward to
hearing him report back on his experiences in
Wellington!

Marian Hobbs and I on a
recent visit to Orokonui

On a recent visit to Orokonui I was very lucky
to experience a tour by none other than Marian
Hobbs, former government minister and
Orokonui guide. Orokonui is strongly supported
by volunteers who work hard to maintain a space
where people can enjoy a peaceful encounter with
nature. A predator fence surrounds 307 hectares
of Coastal Otago forest, protecting the rare and
endangered native animals who call Orokonui
home. Their vision is for a healthy, self-sustaining
ecosystem free of all introduced mammals and
full of indigenous species. Since returning to
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Orokonui Ecosanctuary
Dunedin, Marian has reactivated her conservation
and environment interests; initially she joined up
with Orokonui as a weeder before becoming a
volunteer guide. She now also serves as a trustee
on the Board, as well as Chairperson of Predator
Free Dunedin, working with community groups
and contractors to rid areas of the predators who
threaten our native birds and lizards. Marian has
a way to get away into special places: Jemima,
her beloved camper van, keeping her safe from
growling possums in the night!
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Dunedin’s Wildlife Hospital
Despite opening only 17 months ago, Dunedin’s
Wildlife Hospital is already the busiest dedicated
facility of its kind in New Zealand. On a recent visit,
chairperson Steve Walker told me their patient
intake has been twice the level they originally
expected and they’re on track for 600 patients
in 2019. The most common species they care for
is the hoiho, or yellow eyed penguin – they see
20% of the mainland breeding population in their
clinic. Another regular patient is 2018’s Bird of
the Year, the kererū. Like Orokonui, the Wildlife
Hospital is sustained by volunteers – over 200 of
them – and four paid staff. The goodwill of Otago
Polytechnic also helps, and the two organisations
have collaborated on designing a new Wildlife
Vet Nursing programme, beginning next year.
There was a four-fold increase in applications

Steve Walker watches on as I hold a
Haast kiwi, one of an estimated 400
total in the world

to the existing vet nursing programme in the
year the Hospital opened, so chances are it will
be a popular course! The vision of the Hospital
is “thriving native wildlife in Aotearoa”, and with
Dunedin being the closest centre to many of
our endangered species, it made sense for the
Hospital to set up base here. They’re playing an
important role in the battle to save our kākāpō,
and 2019 has seen the best breeding season
ever. There are currently 137 kākāpō in the wild,
and once this year’s chicks are released that
number could increase by 50%. Pretty incredible
stuff.
Below, left: A kākāpō patient
Below, right: Steve and I watch on as Lisa Argilla
feeds the hospital’s youngest kākāpō chicks
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Out and about

Photos from across Dunedin
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It’s hard to beat Central Otago on a sunny
winter’s day – we’re pretty lucky to live in this
special part of the country.

At the opening of Lawrie Forbes’ latest project in
Dunedin’s warehouse precinct, I was awed by
his talent at combining art and engineering, as
well as sustainably reusing materials.

Catching up with Robbie, Jan, and Rosalie at
Penguin Rescue in Moeraki. Rosalie was named
a Member of the NZ Order of Merit this year for
her work – well deserved!

Penguin Rescue is a rehab partner for the
Wildlife Hospital, as well as for the yellow-eyed
penguins (hoiho) that Rosalie and her team
rescue themselves.

I enjoyed hearing about how Jono and Emma
transformed the iconic Blueskin Hotel into Arc
Brewing Co: a warm, welcoming place for locals
to come together.

The Provincial Growth Fund granted Dunedin’s
Farra Engineering $200,000 to lead the
development of an Engineering Hub – Minister
Shane Jones and I visited the site for an update.

