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Six years ago, I helped to start a campaign to 
Save Invermay. With the help of nearly 13,000 
supporters who signed the petition, we’ve done 
it – Invermay is here to stay. I’m absolutely 
delighted that the Government has committed to 
maintaining Invermay’s staff and location. This is a 
win for Dunedin, but it’s also a win for agriculture. 
Invermay has an international reputation for 
excellence, and it has contributed hugely to New 
Zealand’s agricultural productivity. Now it can 
continue to do so.

In other news, some pretty big announcements 
from the Provincial Growth Fund made headlines 
in Dunedin recently – and for good reason. The 
CODE (Centre of Digital Excellence) project will 
receive $10 million to support development of a 
$1 billion video games industry in New Zealand. 
In 2017 I made a commitment as local MP to push 
through this policy, and now this Government has 
delivered. Funding was set aside earlier this year 
for the new $1 billion+ Dunedin Hospital and part 
of CODE’s work will support ‘Games for Health’. 
This will build on the city’s education and digital 
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Delivering for Dunedin

health technology expertise and capitalise on 
opportunities presented by the hospital rebuild. 
CODE is a project close to my heart, as it’s built 
on some concepts I developed and promoted 
while still an opposition MP.

There’s also nearly $20 million to get Hillside 
back on track, and $8 million for others in the 
Dunedin engineering sector, including funding 
to go towards developing a local engingeering 
hub. It’s starting to feel like a second gold rush 
for Dunedin!
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Interview with Yusra and her family

I recently caught up with Yusra Al Naes and 
her family, who originally hail from Syria. Yusra 
and her children – Omar, Othman, Yamama, 
Halima, Zahra and Rima – arrived in New 
Zealand in January 2018. They stayed at the 
Mangere Refugee Resettlement Centre for 
about six weeks before coming to Dunedin. 

DC: What did you find most challenging when 
you arrived in Dunedin?

YAN: The language – sometimes I’d go to the 
supermarket and forget some groceries, and I 
wouldn’t have enough English to go back and 
tell the staff at the supermarket. We also found it 
very difficult not having a car and knowing where 
things were. For newcomers to the country it’ll 
be easier, as the community is slowly growing 
and there’s lots of knowledge that can be shared 
around, like where to get familiar Arabic food.

DC: What does a day in your life look like?

YAN: I now have my restricted driver’s licence 
and can move here and there easily. I’m currently 
volunteering at an Orphans Aid op shop in South 
Dunedin which I really enjoy, and I also attend 
language class at King Edward Technical College 
with my eldest daughter. The kids go to Arthur 
Street School, Otago Girls’ High School and 
Kaikorai Valley College. During the weekend we 
love going to the beach, and we often hold bread 
baking sessions at home

DC: What do you miss most about home?

YAN: Familiar weather and the usual feeling of 
summer! We would also love to have more of 
our loved ones around, especially at the moment 
as things are getting very concerning back in 
Lebanon.

You’re invited! Christmas is just around the corner, so I’d like 
to invite you all to the annual Dunedin North 
Christmas barbecue. Bring a plate, and flat shoes 
for a game of bowls. Please RSVP to (03) 474 1973 
or dunedin.north@parliament.govt.nz.
Date & time: Sunday 15 December, 1-3 pm
Venue: Opoho Bowling Club, 80 Lovelock Avenue
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Two years in Government

We’ve made a lot of progress in the last two 
years! Here are just a few highlights of the 
work we’ve done for families like yours. We’ve: 
fast tracked the Dunedin Hospital rebuild; 
extended paid parental leave from 18 to 22 
weeks, increasing to 26 weeks next year; made 
doctors’ visits cheaper for over half a million 
Kiwis and extended free doctors’ visits to all 
children under 14; introduced the Winter Energy 
Payment; introduced the world’s first Wellbeing 
Budget; increased New Zealand’s yearly refugee 

quota to 1500 from next year; banned single-
use plastic bags and microbeads; funded a 
new universal frontline mental health service; 
increased funding to decile 1-7 schools that don’t 
ask parents for donations; established a National 
Cancer Control Agency and developed a Cancer 
Action Plan; removed NCEA fees; invested in 
NZ’s regions with the Provincial Growth Fund; 
banned military-style semi-automatic weapons; 
and passed the Zero Carbon Bill with cross-party 
support.

Jacinda in Dunedin
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern was in town 
recently, and we took the opportunity to catch 
up with local entrepreneurs Spout Alternatives 
(pictured with Jo Mohan, CEO, right). We then 
attended the annual ODT Class Act Awards, 
where we celebrated the achievements of our 
region’s young leaders. Congrats to all!



Out and about
Photos from across Dunedin 
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The new bike track at North East Valley Normal 
School is a great place for kids to get out on their 
bikes in a safe environment. A fantastic project 
and a great excuse for me to get on my own bike!

Tyler is a year 5 student at North East Valley 
Normal School, and not only is he a fan of the 
bike track, but he’s also an avid reader of the 
Informer – great stuff!

Collecting donations for the Cancer Society 
outside Gardens New World with Rachel and 
Hamish – I’m always blown away by the generosity 
of Dunedin North people.

Talking equality, fairness and Animal Farm with a 
class of Year 11 students at Columba College.

Abbey College attracts postgraduate students 
from around the world – we remarked at the 
time that this was probably the most international 
lunch table in Dunedin!

An important milestone was celebrated with 
the  recent opening of the Cable Car House in 
Mornington – congratulations to all who have 
contributed!


