


Introduction
A famous saying declares that “all politics is local,” and at Day of the Girl-US we know that to be 
true. What we also know to be true is that while all politics impact girls, girls are not brought to the 
table by those in charge.

This Day of the Girl, we are bringing ourselves to the table, whether our government officials like it 
or not.

On (or around) October 11th, we want to have town hall-style events across the country led and 
organized by local girls. These events will be about the issues impacting girls in these 
communities and the ways that we can make change now. 

It is a scary time to be a girl in the United States. The current administration has made it clear that 
we are not valuable to them, but we know that we have more value than they could ever 
understand. We will raise our voices together so loudly that they won’t be able to turn away. This 
year, the #GirlsResist. 

We want you to join us in this project by running an event in your area! Are you in? 2



Brainstorm
Begin your planning process by asking yourself the 
following questions:

● Is there already a town hall being planned?
● Why do you want to have a town hall? 
● Who will you invite?
● What questions will you ask?
● Where will it be?
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Is a town hall already happening?
There might already be a town hall or open forum going on in your 

area around October 11th! 

Some school boards hold annual sessions to hear from students on 
any and all issues (though we think these sessions should happen 
more than once a year), and an elected official might already be 
hosting a town hall. In this case, you can just work on crafting great 
questions (see page 10) and not stress about planning an event 
yourself. 
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Researching events in your area
● Town Hall Project - just type in your zipcode and you will 

see all the different types of town hall meetings in your 
area or for your elected officials in the near future!

● Visit your city hall’s website and look at the events that are 
open to the public occurring the week of October 11th.

● Visit your school district’s website and look for school 
board and board of education events that are open to the 
public occurring the week of October 11th.
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https://townhallproject.com/


Why do you want to have a town hall?
What is going on in your community that is denying girls or youth of their 
rights, denying girls or youth or respect, or failing to provide girls or youth 
with what they need to live safe and healthy lives? 

In other words: 

● What is making you the most angry? 
● Do other girls in your area feel the same way?
● Can you think of a concrete solution to this problem?
● Will this alter the system creating this problem?

6



Why do you want to have a town hall? Example:
What is making you the most angry? 
I am angry that I and my friends get sent home for our clothing choices being “distracting” to boys, when boys are 
not treated the same way. 

Do other girls in your area feel the same way?
My friends and I talk about this a lot, and so does our feminism club and LGBTQ+ club.  There are several specific 
stories of girls or LGBTQ+ students being targeted by school officials while boys who broke dress code were left 
alone. 

Can you think of a concrete solution to this problem?
If our school eliminated our dress code or made the same regardless of gender that would be a start. They should 
also have an official way for us to challenge their decisions regarding dress code. 

Will this alter the system creating this problem?
Not on its own. The school needs to train teachers on how to appropriately confront students about their clothing 
(if there is such a thing) and improve sexual health education so that instead of teaching girls and LGBTQ+ 
students not to encounter sexual violence, we teach people not to inflict it in the first place. 
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Why do you want you want to have a town hall?
Reproductive justice:

● Youth access to contraceptives
● Holistic sexual health education (learn more)
● Youth access to abortion
● Increased support for pregnant and parenting 

teens

LGBTQ+/gender binary issues:
● Access to gender neutral bathrooms
● Mandate that teachers ask students their 

preferred pronouns

Rape culture:
● Include material on toxic masuclinity and 

victim-blaming in sexul health education 
curriculums and school officials’ trainings

Girls in STEM:
● Demand school programming to increase girls in 

high level science and math courses

Relationship abuse:
● More holistic education on sexual and dating 

violence
● Stop requiring minors to get parental/guardian 

consent to seek a court order for a restraining 
order (learn more)

Sex Trafficking:
● Strengthen legal frameworks to protect and 

support victims (learn more)

Access to menstrual products:
● No-cost menstrual hygiene products available in 

schools (learn more)
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Here are some other issues you could take on in your community:

http://www.dayofthegirl.org/reproductive_justice
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/sexual_education_reform_campaign
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/gender_binary
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/rape_culture
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/girls_in_stem
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/relationship_abuse
https://www.breakthecycle.org/sites/default/files/pdf/2010-Dating-Violence-State-Law-Report-Card-Full-Report.pdf
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/sex_trafficking_in_america
https://polarisproject.org/state-laws-issue-briefs
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/menstruation_stations
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/menstruation_stations


Who will you invite?
Now that you know what your issue is, who are you going to call to the table? Who 
holds the power to change what needs to be changed?

● City or County Council - could focus on: public transportation, housing policy, 
sanctuary city policies, mental health services, public parks

● Board of Education or School Board - could focus on: Title IX, curriculum, 
school-based health services

Don’t know who your elected officials are? Enter your address or zip code at 
votesmart.org and find out!

If you can’t figure out who would be in charge of your issue, reach out to us. We can 
help you find who you’re looking for.
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https://votesmart.org/


What questions will you ask?
Asking good questions is key to making an impact. Here are some guidelines to help 
you have the best questions possible:

● Be prepared. It’s okay to read off of a paper!
● Tell your stories. Your experiences are important and worthy of being shared, 

even though girls are often told otherwise.
● Try to ask yes/no questions. Make the questions sharp and force elected officials 

to commit to the positions they take. It helps to do background research on the 
people you’re addressing and the previous statements they’ve made.

● Don’t leave the microphone until you feel you’ve gotten a real answer. You are 
entitled to that space and those answers.

10Adapted from the Indivisible Guide

https://www.indivisibleguide.com/guide/advocacy-tactics/town-halls/


What questions will you ask? Examples:
I and my classmates are appalled by the uneven enforcement of the dress code at 
our schooI. It reinforces the idea that female bodies are merely sexual objects 
standing in the way of male success. Will you challenge these practices and make 
changes to the dress code before the school year is over?

Currently, girls under the age of eighteen cannot access abortion care without an 
adult signature. My friend was assaulted by a male family member and is 
pregnant. Without this care she will not be able to continue her education and she 
will have to remain in an abusive environment. Can I count on you to challenge 
this law in the upcoming legislative session? 

Title IX protects pregnant and parenting teens from discrimination on paper, 
however countless pregnant and parenting young women at our school say they 
have been encouraged by school administrators to drop out. What tangible steps 
will you take this year to hold our schools accountable for how they treat 
pregnant and parenting teens?
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Watch 16-year-old Deja Foxx of 
Tuscon, AZ take Senator Jeff 
Flake to task for trying to cut 

funding to Planned Parenthood:

http://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2017/04/15/16-year-old-flake-town-hall-planned-parenthood-sot-ctn.cnn
http://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2017/04/15/16-year-old-flake-town-hall-planned-parenthood-sot-ctn.cnn
http://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2017/04/15/16-year-old-flake-town-hall-planned-parenthood-sot-ctn.cnn
http://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2017/04/15/16-year-old-flake-town-hall-planned-parenthood-sot-ctn.cnn
http://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2017/04/15/16-year-old-flake-town-hall-planned-parenthood-sot-ctn.cnn


Build a Team
You can find like-minded girls in your classes, in your clubs, on your sports 
teams, or even online! We can also connect you to any other girls in your 
area who have told us they’re interested in planning a town hall.

You will have to divide up responsibilities as a team - here are the jobs we 
suggest!

● Outreach Coordinator - invites students, special guests, faculty, media 
and more

● Event Coordinator - handles the logistics (venue, schedule, etc.) 
● Media Coordinator - gets the word out online and reaches out to press
● Volunteer Coordinator - gathers volunteers to help out at the town hall
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Where will it be?
If you’re planning your own town hall, finding a good venue is key. We 
suggest checking with your school about hosting it on your campus. Some 
of the information you will need to prepare for these conversations include:

● Estimated number of people who will attend 
○ How many chairs will you need?

● Technology required (eg. microphone and sound system)
● Whether you will need to provide food
● A list of any other materials you will need, such as:

- Name tags
- Pens
- Paper
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Publicity
You won’t get bodies at your event without some creative advertising. Some 
unique methods include:

● Flyering (sample flyer to follow)
● Engaging social media posts
● Videos
● School events
● Having teachers give extra credit to students who attend the town hall
● Giving out prizes at the event (you can approach local businesses for 

donations)
● Make an online event page (using services like eventbrite) for people to 

reserve seats in advance
14



15

Would you like a 
flyer just like this 
one for your event? 
Contact us and we 
will create a 
specialized one with 
all the information 
you need.



Contacting Media
Having members of the press cover your event puts even more pressure on 
government officials to make the changes you want. We encourage you to 
assign one member of your team (ideally the Media Manager) to research:

● Which reporters at your local newspaper report on city council and 
school board happenings

● Which local television and radio stations cover local politics

Send them an email at least a week before the event to let them know what is 
happening - ideally as a press release, but spreading the word is the most 
important! We have a sample press release for you on the following page:
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Sample Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 4th, 2017

CONTACT: Ms. Media Manager
(123) 456-7891

Youth Activists Organize School Board Forum
A national movement for gender justice comes to our city

TOWNSVILLE, MY: After years of female students at Central High School voicing their frustrations with the dress code, 
students have taken matters into their own hands. This coming Wednesday evening, October 11th, members of the school 
board will participate in a town hall-style event organized by female students to hear the concerns of the community from 
the girls themselves.

The debate about dress codes disproportionately targeting and sexualizing young women has become part of the 
mainstream feminist discourse in the last few years, and Townsville is no exception. One of the organizers, Ms. Media 
Manager, age 17,  reflects “when my friends were sent home because their dresses didn’t touch their knees, and I looked 
around and saw boys with shorter shorts and shirts with vile, anti-woman messages, I began to realize that something was
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Sample Press Release
very uneven. It just wasn’t fair and it was a constant reminder that we are being perceived by our male peers and male 
teachers and staff as sexual objects in the way of learning rather than individuals capable of contributing to an educational 
environment.”

This event is part of a national movement centered around using October 11th as a day of action fight against the devaluing 
of female-identifying youth lead by Day of the Girl-US. Day of the Girl-US is an 100% youth-led movement for gender justice 
and youth rights working to dismantle patriarchy and fight for social justice is rooted in girl-led activism across the country. 
After working to create an official day of the girl in this country and around the world, members of Day of the Girl-US 
dedicated their energy to helping support young, political, female-identifying minds and their activism. Events similar to the 
one in Townsville are happening in cities all across the United States next week. 
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Deadlines
The best way to avoid feeling overwhelmed is to plan ahead. You should 
begin planning at least a month and a half to two months before the event 
will take place. 

Make sure to have deadlines for all of the different steps required. We have a 
made a sample spreadsheet for you to manage the different deadlines you’d 
have to meet - we recommend making a collective calendar as well to keep 
everyone on the same page.
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Thank you!
We want to be a part of your town hall process every step of the way. Sign 
up on our website to join this project and we will do everything we can to 
help you succeed. 

We are so happy to have you on board! We will stand with you as you fight 
for gender justice and youth rights. We need youth activists like you now 
more than ever before.

In solidarity,

The Day of the Girl-US Action Team
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http://www.dayofthegirl.org/town_halls_2017
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/town_halls_2017
http://www.dayofthegirl.org/town_halls_2017


“Alone we can do so 
little, together we can 
do so much.”
- Helen Keller
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