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òWe need more locations like Atlantic 

Plumbing or Monroe Building around  

DC where startups can open a 

storefront with small overhead.ó 

òSpace is power."  

OVERHEARD IN NORTHEAST DC 
Quotes from participants 

òThe gap between ôWashingtonõ and 

ôDCõ seems to manifest itself in legal 

structures like permits and licenses.ó 

òDesign in active collaboration with 

artists and communities represented at 

the table.ó 

òSmall and mid-sized performance 

groups actually desire and thrive in 

shared/collaborative spaces. Larger 

spaces that contain multiple 

performance spaces are vitalé 

 

òWe need graduated permit fees for 

small businesses who might not be 

able to afford permits.ó 
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ATTENDANCE: Approximately 90 participants, 

representing a mix of community members across the 

District, including residents, individual creatives, 

members of arts and humanities organizations, students 

and District officials. 
 

WHAT: In partnership with the DC Commission on the 

Arts and Humanities, the Office of Planning led 

facilitated group conversations on issues related to 

cultural development, preservation, production, 

expression, and consumption. 
 

Through an event-wide òAspiration Stationó for big 

ideas and facilitated small group discussions, 

participants shared their reflections on the challenges 

they currently experience related to culture in the 

District, and provided their ideas and solutions to 

address these concerns. 

SO WHAT? At each station, trained facilitators from the 

Office of Planning, the Commission on the Arts and 

Humanities, key stakeholder organizations, and HR&A 

advisors and bcWORKSHOP led participants in a 

conversation about:  

 

Á DC Culture: What is DCõs cultural identity, and 

how can we strengthen access to that culture? 

Á Cultural Space: How can more sustainable 

performance, production and creative living 

space be created across the District?  

Á Partnerships: How do partnerships support 

culture, and how can existing and new 

partnerships in the District be supported? 

Á Cultural Entrepreneurship: What is needed to 

support and expand cultural entrepreneurship? 
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THE ASPIRATION STATION 
Whatõs your òbig ideaó for culture? 

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS 

Prioritize youth arts education 

programming  

Support the local communityõs heritage 

in cultural development 

More shared production and 

performance space in Ward 7 and East 

of the River 
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ICE BREAKER QUESTION: HOW DO YOU 

DEFINE DCõS CULTURAL IDENTITY? 

 

CULTURAL IDENTITY 
What does DC culture mean to you? How do we define DCõs cultural identity?  

Á òRichó 

Á òDiverseó  

Á òBlacknessó  

Á òIndependentó  

Á òResilienceó  

Á òSpontaneityó  

Á òFood ð Mambo sauceó 

Á òCollaborativeó 

Á òMusic evolutionó 
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KEY CONCERNS SOLUTION IDEAS 

CULTURAL IDENTITY 
What does DC culture mean to you? How do we define DCõs cultural identity?  

ÁLocal DC heritage and culture are not 

supported in an official capacity by 

institutions 

ÁLack of support for youth arts education and 

programming 

ÁAffordability of creative production space  

ÁDisplacement of long-term residents and 

local artists 

Á Create policies requiring all government 

agencies to present a platform for the arts,  

culture and humanities 

Á Develop intergenerational projects that pair 

new and old residents in preserving community 

history (e.g. oral history)  

Á Require private developers to include 

affordable housing in every new development 

project 
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CULTURAL SPACE 
What types of spaces do you need to live, work and perform in the District?  

ICE BREAKER QUESTION: WHAT CREATIVE 

SPACES CURRENTLY WORK WELL IN THE 

DISTRICT? 

 
ÁòWeWork coworking spacesó 

ÁòH Street Corridoró 

ÁòAtlas Performing Arts Centeró  

ÁòFlashpointó 

ÁòGALA Theatreó  

ÁòLatin American Youth Centeró 

ÁòO Street Studiosó 

ÁòTHEARCó 

 

 

 


