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I

n 2003, the Intifada entered its fourth
year – a fourth year of violence and
deprivation for the Palestinian people, a
fourth year of death and destruction, of land
confiscation, of curfews, closures and
collective punishment, a fourth year of daily
human rights abuses. As always, it is the
Palestinian children who have borne the
brunt of Israel’s increasingly harsh
occupation policies: physically and
psychologically, socially and educationally
their lives are systematically being destroyed.

Over the course of the year, 130 Palestinian
children were killed by Israeli troops and
settlers, hundreds more were permanently
injured, and still more were terrorized and
traumatized, arrested and imprisoned by the
occupation forces. But despite the terrible
situation, the Palestinian children refuse to
give up hope for a brighter future, where
justice and peace will one day prevail.
For the lives of Palestinian children to
improve, DCI/PS believes that it is essential
that their basic human rights, as embodied
in the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, are actively promoted and protected.
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Throughout the year, and in spite of the
difficulties imposed by the situation, we
have persevered with the implementation
of our wide variety of activities,
contributing in some part towards
alleviating the suffering of thousands of
Palestinian children and raising awareness
and respect of their human rights.
Among the year’s major achievements,
DCI/PS lawyers have defended 332
lawsuits in the Israeli military courts on
behalf of Palestinian children, and
provided legal guidance, and equally
importantly psychological support,
through visits to hundreds of Palestinian
minors detained in Israeli prisons and
military prison camps. On the Palestinian
level, we have continued to lobby
politicians and law makers to develop a
child-rights based legislative framework
for Palestine and adopt new juvenile justice
framework incorporating international
standards established for children in
conflict with the law.
Extensive and persistent monitoring by our
team of volunteers of rights abuses in the

field has enabled DCI/PS to compile
comprehensive data on violations, both
individual and collective, of Palestinian
children’s rights. The documentation has
been employed in analysis and reports by a
variety of local and international NGOs as
well as UN and government organisations.
Over 2003, we have continued offering a
highly successful programme of capacity
building, organising educational and
empowerment activities designed to
develop the life skills of Palestinian
children, promote their active participation
in society and enable them to confront and
cope with the anxieties stemming from the
occupation. We have also provided several
hundred hours of training and workshops
for adults in local communities to deepen
public understanding of children’s rights
and strengthen the sense of collective
responsibility for promoting and
safeguarding these rights.
DCI/PS has worked to ensure that the issue
of Palestinian child rights receives
appropriate attention on the international
level. Thanks to the production of regular
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press releases, reports and research articles
we were able to maintain a high profile in
2003, despite the focus of the world’s
media on the situation in Iraq. The press
conference marking the publication in
June of the annual violations report
“Children of the Second Intifada” was
covered by the local, regional and
international press and attracted a wide
audience including journalists, human
rights organisations and members of the
diplomatic community. Our contributions
to other larger reports, such as the annual
Landmine Monitor Report and reports
compiled by UN Special Rapporteurs have
also assisted in raising international
awareness of violations against Palestinian
children’s rights.
Our activities did not stop with written
submissions, we have also held meetings
and participated in conferences with a wide
variety of groups, including UN and foreign
government officials and Palestinian,
Israeli and international human rights
activists, providing them with an invaluable
perspective on the status of child rights in
the OPT.

Over the last decade, DCI/PS has developed
into one of the most active national sections
of Defence for Children International. Over
the coming year, our relations with other
sections are destined to grow even stronger
as we prepare to host the next DCI General
Assembly in May 2005.
Accompanying this meeting of all DCI
sections, we are organizing a wider
conference gathering together international
child rights experts and field workers to
discuss common issues confronting
children across the world. Meetings of this
kind play a vital role in informing the
international community of the reality
Palestinian children’s lives, providing them
with the appropriate tools to raise awareness
and lobby for the promotion of Palestinian
children’s rights in their own countries.
Equally importantly, the solidarity
expressed by the hundreds of delegates and
activists helps empower the
Palestinian people, reminding us
that we are not alone in our struggle.

will take time to develop but with your help
and support over the coming years, DCI/
PS will continue its efforts and work
towards a future where the rights of
Palestinian children will be promoted and
respected by all.
Rifat Odeh Kassis
President

The future of children in Palestine is still
bleak and an enjoyable childhood for all
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Introduction

While the war on Iraq in 2003 occupied the
international community, Israel’s radical rightwing government took advantage of the lull
in the world’s attention to step up its military
offensive against the Palestinian people. Israeli
occupation forces followed up their 2002
military invasions of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip with continued incursions into
Palestinian cites and villages throughout the
year. These aggressive tactics created virtual
siege conditions in many areas, escalating
Israel’s economic and social stranglehold of
the Palestinian population. Illegal and immoral
methods of individual and collective
punishment – including house demolitions, the
confiscation of property, mass arrests, extrajudicial killings and construction of the
Segregation Wall – exacerbated the
deteriorating situation.

Without doubt, the principal victims of these
brutal procedures have been the children, who
make up 53% of Palestinian society. Such is the
extent of their suffering that concepts which are
usually key priorities for child rights
organisations, such as the right to play, seem
like unattainable luxuries. It is impossible for
us to contemplate discussing these entitlements
when Palestinian children are systematically and
methodically being denied even their most basic
right: the right to life and personal security.
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Although these facts are all well known and
ongoing, international reluctance to speak out
against the crimes perpetrated against
Palestinian children persists. Instead, the world
prefers to concentrate on developments in the
political sphere. The international community
listened with great interest to the plans for the
so-called Road Map to peace, to the Palestinian
announcement of the one-sided cease-fire and
to the Israeli government’s declared intention
to adhere to this initiative. The developments
created an erroneous expectation among
overseas observers that the illegal occupation
which has endured since 1967 would soon give
way to an independent Palestinian state.
Subsequent developments have proved
however that the roadmap of the Israeli
government takes a very different route to that
proposed by the Quartet. The expansionist
policy being implemented by Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon is clearly aimed at continuing
attacks on Palestinians, confiscating more
Palestinian land and enlarging settlements to
such an extent that it will be impossible for
the Palestinians to obtain self determination,
independence and freedom.
Plans for so-called unilateral separation
threaten to further undermine Palestinian
society, isolating the population in a patchwork

of closed security zones where Israel can
continue to exert its control over and violate
the basic rights of the Palestinian people.
As the aggression against our people in general
and children in particular continues, the national
economy is crumbling. Around two-thirds of
the Palestinian workforce is unemployed and
70% of the population, including 1.3 million
children, are living in poverty. The statistics are
a chilling reminder of the conditions in which
Palestinian children live, where a lack of even
the most basic requirements, such as adequate
nutrition is threatening their physical and
mental development.
Despite the dire economic and social
conditions, the political impasse and the
absence of any initiative that might bring hope
for a brighter future, DCI/PS has continued
to work determinedly to promote and protect
the rights of Palestinian children. Throughout
the year, the DCI/PS team has overcome
obstacles and improved its capabilities,
working together with Palestinian children in
different areas across the OPT to reduce the
impact of Israeli attacks against them and to
provide them with an opportunity to actively
participate in community issues.
The strength of will that the children possess,
their enthusiasm and their determination to
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build and effect change for a brighter future has
been the single most important factor in easing
the daily pressure on the organisation’s staff.
This report reviews the activities undertaken
by DCI/PS over this past difficult year. As you
read it, you will notice two important points
related to the organisation’s work in 2003.
First, in the face of much disruption, DCI/PS
has actually managed to improve its
performance. The organisation has succeeded
in expanding its geographic scope to
encompass almost all the West Bank, including
Jerusalem. The improvement is not just
quantitative but also qualitative since we have
simultaneously enhanced our ability to work
in partnership with the Palestinian community
at large, and with other local and international
organisations operating in the same field. DCI/
PS has significantly strengthened its human
and financial resources by enlarging its local
volunteer network. These volunteers, who now
outnumber the permanent staff, have become
a basic component of DCI/PSß base, providing
the organisation with a greater degree of
independence in its working practices.
The second change you will notice is that we
have reinforced our activities in those areas
under the jurisdiction of the
Palestinian Authority. In addition

to monitoring Palestinian legislation relating
to children, including juvenile justice, we have
held regular meetings with, and lobbied law
makers to ensure that Palestinian law fulfils
the criteria set down in the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child. We have worked
to involve other organisations in the process
≠ uniting Palestinian voices in the call for
child-friendly legislation. In recognition of
DCI/PS ß pivotal role in this area, the
organisation has bee selected to coordinate the
Palestinian Coalition for Child Rights, which
brings together some 18 non-governmental
organisations working in the field of child
rights. In the coming year we intend to
consolidate our role in this sector, organising
a series of community-orientated campaigns
in partnership with the
children
themselves intended to
raise
awareness of the need to
incorporate child rights
issues into national
legislation.

members and volunteers. The organisation is
also extremely grateful for the backing, both
financial and moral, that has been provided
over the course of the year by our partner
organisations.
Our most important supporters this year, as
with every year of our 11-year history, have
been the children themselves. Their strength
and determination motives and inspires our
work, enabling us to build a better society; a
society that is built on integrity, liberty, and
justice; a society that respects human dignity.

George Abu Al-Zulof
General Director

That DCI/PS has
succeeded in achieving
so much under such
difficult circumstances is a
tribute to the determination
and dedication of the staff
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The Documentation Unit
General
G eneral
Background

Since its establishment in 1996, the
Documentation Unit has become an integral
element of DCI/PS, enabling the
organisation to become the only Palestinian
NGO to specialise in documenting the
violations, both individual and collective,
of Palestinian children’s rights.

Data collected and compiled by the unit has
been instrumental in highlighting the
discrepancies between Israel’s theoretical
endorsement of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which the government
ratified in 1991, and the systematic
violation of Palestinian children’s rights
which occurs as a direct result of Israeli
military and settler presence in the occupied
territories. The documentation gathered
also provides an objective and statistical
resource by which to analyse the conditions
in which Palestinian children live.
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Unit Aims

Internal developments in 2003

Monitoring the status of child rights in
the OPT through the collection and
processing of information from the field
Creation of a comprehensive, publiclyavailable database providing statistical
analysis of the violation of Palestinian
children’s rights
Distribution of DCI/PS fieldworkers

Area

Number of
volunteers

Gaza Strip
Rafah

1

Khan Younis

2

Central Gaza

1

Gaza City

1

North Gaza

1

West Bank
Jenin

2

Tulkarum

1

Qalqiliya

1

Nablus

2

Ramallah

1

Jerusalem

1

Hebron

1

Jerico

2

Total

17

As the Intifada entered its third year, Israeli
violations of even the most basic rights of
Palestinian children continued on a daily
basis. Faced with the enormous upsurge
of human rights abuses, DCI/PS ordered
an external evaluation of the
Documentation Unit to examine the
sustainability and continuity of the
monitoring and data collection process.
Following recommendations from this
review, the unit embarked on a new
recruitment strategy, publishing a series of
advertisements in the local media for
fieldworkers with university degrees and
a background in social science. To
encourage long-term commitment from
volunteers, DCI/PS resolved to pay a per
diem in addition to the organisation’s
previous policy of covering the volunteers’
travel expenses. By the end of April, a total
of 17 fieldworkers were working for DCI/PS - six in the Gaza Strip and 11 spread across
the major towns and cities of the West Bank. To ensure consistency and accuracy in the
monitoring and reporting procedure, DCI/PS sought to organise training sessions for
fieldworkers in documenting rights abuses according to international standards. While a
four-day course was held in association with Al-Mezan Centre for the seven fieldworkers
in Gaza, Israeli travel restrictions, curfews and closures made it impossible to gather together
the West Bank volunteers for similar training. A course will be held for these fieldworkers
in 2004, situation permitting.
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House Demolitions in 2003

Location of demolition

Hebron

67

Bethlehem

6

Jerusalem

65

Jericho

2

Ramallah

9

Nablus

27

Tulkarem

5

Jenin

2

Gaza

854

Total

1,037

Source: DCI/PS documentation
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Number of homes demolished

In addition to encouraging sustainable
capacity building within the staffing of the
unit, the external evaluator also examined
the data gathering process and proposed
qualitative changes in the method of
collection. With the deteriorating situation
it had become impossible for DCI/PS to
comprehensively record every abuse of
child rights, therefore DCI/PS decided to
concentrate its resources on gathering
information on child deaths and serious
injuries; arrest, detention and torture; and
the abuse of housing and educational rights.
The questionnaires used to document such
cases were also reviewed and updated to
reflect the changing situation according to
guidelines drawn up in the evaluation
procedure. In order to optimise
organisational capacity and avoid
duplication, DCI/PS coordinates with other
NGOs and with government bodies in the
monitoring of other rights violations
emanating from Israel’s occupation policies
such as restrictions on the freedom of
movement and the construction of the
Segregation Wall.
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Activities
Monitoring of the principal child rights
abuses in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is
undertaken by DCI/PS’ 17 fieldworkers who
are based in all the main Palestinian
governorates. Their work is coordinated by
the unit coordinator who is based in the main
office in Ramallah. The coordinator is also
responsible for clarifying and classifying
each documented case and transferring them
on to the appropriate DCI/PS unit for follow
up, analysis and advocacy purposes.
Using their contacts within the local
communities, including sources in the
media, hospitals, local government and
other NGOs, the fieldworkers follow up
reports of rights’ violations, providing DCI/
PS Ramallah with precise details on the
nature of the human rights abuses in their
areas. Volunteers are also required to
investigate incidents based on the
instructions of the unit coordinator. To

maximize efficiency and facilitate data
entry, fieldworkers record each case using
questionnaires specific to the nature of the
violation. In the case of child deaths,
fieldworkers are required to provide full
documentation including eye-witness
reports, medical records and affidavits.
The collection of such sensitive data in a
politically unstable environment is by no
means an easy task. Throughout the course
of 2003, the monitoring of child rights’ was
repeatedly impeded by Israeli-imposed
closures and curfews which hindered access
to key violation hotspots such as the Old
City and refugee camps of both Nablus and
Hebron. Travel restrictions resulting from
Israel’s construction of the Segregation Wall
also obstructed the documentation of
human rights abuses in the Tulkarum and
Qalqilya areas. Difficulties in moving
around the OPT caused additional
administrative problems for the
Documentation Unit – increasing the time

Total child deaths since the beginning of
the second Intifada

Distribution of Child Deaths according to Age Group

Age

2000*

2001

2002

and cost required to collect information and
delaying the updating of the database.
In a number of cases, DCI/PS fieldworkers
risked personal danger while trying to
follow up rights’ violations near Jewish
settlements and Israeli military installations
or monitoring the situation during clashes.
Due to the nature of their work, some DCI/
PS fieldworkers found themselves singled
out for particular harassment by Israeli
soldiers at checkpoints – in several cases
they were not allowed to pass, despite
holding the requisite permission. On one
occasion, the documents of a Nablus
fieldworker were confiscated and destroyed.
Despite the exceptionally difficlt situation,
the unit remained committed to monitoring
the many violations carried out against
Palestinian children, and the statistics
compiled and verified by the unit have been
used by a wide variety of local and
international organisations.

2003

Total

0-8

4

13

50

16

83

9-12

9

21

33

22

85

13-15

34

31

62

47

174

16-17

47

33

47

45

172

Total

94

98

192

130

514

2000*
2001
2002
2003

94

130

98
192

* 28 September 2000 until 31 December 2000

Source: DCI/PS documentation
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The Legal Unit
General Background
The Legal Unit of DCI/PS is committed to defending the rights of Palestinian children in all arenas. The unit therefore operates on two
levels – protecting Palestinian children before the Israeli military authorities and defending the rights of those children who find themselves
in conflict with the law in areas under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority (PA). The imposition of tighter restrictions on
movement made it at times all but impossible for DCI/PS lawyers from the West Bank and Gaza to travel inside Israel for work - whether
to represent children in court or visit those illegally detained in Israeli prisons. As a result, the organisation has fostered closer cooperation
with external lawyers with Israeli IDs who are members of the Israeli Bar Association. Two such lawyers are employed on a contractual
basis to represent the interests of Palestinian children tried and detained within Israel, while two DCI/PS lawyers/ researchers work full
time on the issue of Juvenile Justice in PA areas.
The work of both levels is coordinated by the unit head, who also represents Palestinian children taken before Israeli military courts in
the West Bank. The legal assistant is responsible for the unit’s administrative affairs and for passing information collected by the unit on
to other departments within DCI/PS for follow-up work including documentation and advocacy.
Systematic Israeli violations of children’s rights in 2003 were accompanied by the imposition of ever more repressive legal measures
against Palestinian children. Among the more detrimental developments of the year:
Israeli occupation forces detained a number of children during widespread mass arrest campaigns. Troops also forced their way into
schools in order to arrest students – taking up to 10 children into custody at a time on occasions
An increasing number of young children aged under 13 were detained
Administrative detention orders of 3-6 months were increasingly handed down to children and there was an upsurge in the renewal
of such orders for minors
Children were increasingly arrested for offences they were alleged to have carried out several months beforehand. In court however,
the children were tried according to their age when detained, rather than their age when they allegedly committed the offence
Additional restrictions were enforced further hindering the movement of DCI/PS lawyers. The restrictions had a particularly profound
effect on the lawyers’ already limited access to their clients in prison, preventing them from following up urgent cases.

20

DCI/PS
Annual Report 2003

A On the Israeli Level:
Programme Aims:
Provide legal representation for Palestinian children (under 18 years of age) who have been imprisoned by the Israeli military
authorities.
Raise cases and follow-up the arbitrary arrests of children, or unjust practices against them in the process
of arrest, court appearance, or in prison
Raise complaints before Israeli courts in order to improve practices/procedures in
court hearings and children’s prison conditions.
Visit imprisoned children in Israeli jails to provide necessary services, to the
greatest extent possible.
Represent Palestinian children who have served two-thirds of their
sentence, to request parole from the relevant Israeli prison committee.
Represent children who have been placed in administrative detention
before administrative appeal courts to request their release.
Provide legal counsel to children and their families regarding their rights
during trial and imprisonment.
Devote special attention to the arrest and imprisonment of girl-children
and follow up on their condition.
Provide referrals for ex-prisoners and their families to organisations and
professionals able to offer counseling and other necessary post-detention
services, in coordination with local government organisations and NGOs.
Follow-up complaints filed by the families of children with regard to
child rights violations; including the right to life, education, housing and health,
by referring them to relevant organisations.
21
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Activities
The sweeping arrest campaigns mounted by
Israeli occupation forces led to a significant
increase in the number of cases for DCI/PS’
Legal unit. Over the course of 2003, in
excess of 650 children were taken into
custody by Israel – most were held under
military order 1,500 which allows Israeli
soldiers to detain Palestinians, regardless of
age, without access to legal representation,
and without charges or trail. At the start of
2003, the limit for detention under this order
was 18 days, but over the course of the year
this was reduced to 12 days, then to eight.
Hundreds of children were detained for
much longer periods and taken before the
Israeli military courts.
During 2003, DCI/PS represented the cases
of 245 children, including 14 girls. The
majority of these children were arrested in
2003, however some cases were carried
over from the previous year. Others arose
from the visits DCI/PS lawyers made at the
request of families to 15 children already
in prison who had no legal representation.

Geographical distribution of children represented by DCI/PS in 2003

Area

22

Number

%

Jenin

26

10.6

Nablus

41

16.7

Tulkarum / Qalqiliya

31

12.7

Ramallah

29

11.8

Jerusalem

23

9.4

Bethlehem

28

11.4

Hebron

67

27.3

Total

245

100.0

Over the course of 2003, there has been a
notable increase in the number of cases
from the north of the West Bank followed
up by DCI/PS. This is in part due to a
relatively higher incidence of child arrests
in these districts – particularly in Jenin and
Nablus, but also because in 2003, DCI/PS
hired a specialist lawyer to follow up cases
in Salem military court near Jenin.
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Of the 245 children represented, a total of
38 were arrested without charges. Nine
were subsequently released, but 29 were
held under administrative detention – a
system of six-month renewable prison
terms which are handed down on the basis
of secret evidence to which the defence
lawyers are denied access. In each of the
cases there was no evidence, but the
security services alleged that the children
represented a security threat.
Distribution of DCI/PS cases according to age

Age group

Number

%

Under 15 years old

21

8.6

15 - 16 years old

103

42.0

17 years old

121

49.4

Total

245

100

The charge sheets of those children who
were accused of specific offences reveal a
significant increase in the number of
children accused of attempting to kill Israelis
– whether members of the occupation forces
or civilians – and for possession of
explosives.
Among the possible
explanations for this rise in more serious
offences is the growing sense of insecurity
and futility, bordering on despair, felt by
children in the face of the brutal occupation
policies. Stone throwing remained the most
common charge for children – an offence
for which minors can expect to receive a
disproportionately harsh prison sentence.

Distribution of DCI/PS cases according to charge*

Charge

Number of cases

%

Stone throwing

83

40.1

Possession and / or throwing Molotov cocktail

26

12.6

Membership of banned militant organisation

18

8.7

Attempted killing of Israelis

41

19.8

Possession of explosives

30

14.5

Possession of weapons

9

4.3

Total

207

100

* These charges are classified based on the charge sheets of the Israeli prosecution. They are not necessarily correct since most the the children confessed under torture and in situations
of extreme duress.
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DCI/PS files in 2003

Type of file
2003

2002

No.

%

No.

%

Lawsuit before Israeli military court

221

68.6

133

48.9

Administrative detention

29

8.7

32

11.8

Prison visits

15

4.5

33

12.1

Parole (Shleish Lawsuits)

13

3.9

11

4.0

Transfer to suitable detention facilities

28

8.4

24

8.8

Cases before military appeal courts

11

3.3

9

3.3

Release on bail and recovery of bail

6

1.8

25

9.2

Other

9

2.7

5

1.8

Total

332

100

272

100

Stemming from these 245 cases, the DCI/PS legal programme followed up a total of 332 files in 2003 (including a number of cases
carried over from 2002). As the table indicates, a significant factor behind the increase in lawsuits taken up by DCI/PS was the upsurge
in the number of children detained by Israeli forces in 2003, particularly following a series of mass arrest campaigns that were carried out
in villages around Hebron early in 2003 and elsewhere at the end of the year.
There was a slight reduction in the number of administrative detention cases followed by DCI/PS in 2003 compared with 2002. However,
the 29 cases of 2003 still represent an unacceptable increase on the two cases that were recorded in 2001.
Conditions for children held in detention centres continues to be a cause of major concern to DCI/PS – with the result that the Legal Unit
placed a particular emphasis on cases for transferring Palestinian children from interrogation centres in West Bank military camps to
prisons administered by the Israeli Prison Service where conditions are relatively better.
Distribution of DCI/PS cases according to sentencing

Detention period
2003

24

2002

No.

%

No.

%

Less than one month

44

25.9

15

10.1

One to six monthes

64

37.6

43

28.9

Six monthes to one year

26

15.3

46

30.9

One to three years

21

12.4

28

18.8

Three years and more

15

8.8

17

11.4

Total

170

100

149

100
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In total, 170 cases were closed over the course of the year against 149 in 2002. This is in part due to the fact that DCI/PS received more
cases in 2003 than in previous years, and also because several cases left open in 2002 were subsequently closed in 2003.
Over 2003, there was a significant increase in the percentage of minors sentenced to short prison terms. This is a result of Israel’s policy
of spontaneous arrest, whereby hundreds of children are detained without any legal justification. In such cases, DCI/PS was able to
secure the release of the children after relatively short detention periods.
The reduction in long-term sentences is also linked to conditions in Israeli prisons and military detention centres, with courts meting out
lesser sentences in 2003 in an attempt to relieve increasingly dire overcrowding.

25
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Prison visits
In addition to representing Palestinian children before
Israeli military tribunals, the Legal unit in 2003
continued its work monitoring the conditions of
facilities where Palestinian children are detained.
Repressive measures by the Israeli authorities
prevented DCI/PS lawyers from undertaking all the
planned prison visits, and hindered the lawyers’ work
even when they were able to enter the detention centres.
Nevertheless, DCI/PS representatives were able to
make a total of 117 visits to facilities in the West Bank
and within Israel itself. Particular attention was paid
to the detention and interrogation centres in the OPT
where conditions are especially bad both in terms of
the cramped and unhygienic situation and in terms of
the treatment of the detainees. Following up complaints
received from prisoners, DCI/PS filed 28 lawsuits to
transfer juvenile detainees from the worst of these
centres to more suitable facilities.
Distribution of DCI/PS cases according to sentencing

Detention facility

Number of visits

Average number of

of detainees visited *

children held at any

2003

2002

2003

2002

one time (2003)

Interrogation centres

53

27

122

62

40

Ramle prison

16

12

27

34

9

Telmond

13

14

42

53

81

Ofeq Hasharon

10

6

18

11

5

Megiddo

8

10

29

27

60

Ofer

9

7

40

48

45

Ketziot

8

5

56

46

65

Total

117

81

334

281

305

* In some cases individual prisoners receive more than one lawyer visit
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B On the Palestinian Level:
Juvenile Justice
DCI/PS has taken the lead in the field of juvenile justice in the OPT where the legal framework is still under development. With the
Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC) now drafting a Juvenile Justice law, DCI/PS is campaigning for the adoption of measures
ensuring that Palestinian minors are treated in accordance with international standards relating to the provision of juvenile justice.

Programme Aims
To provide free legal protection to Palestinian children in conflict with the law to areas under the jurisdiction of the PA.
To lobby and advocate for the adherence of Palestinian juvenile law and Palestinian child rights law to international standards,
including the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Beijing Rules etc.
To provide technical assistance to Palestinian government entities tasked with developing a child-rights based legislative
framework
To monitor and report on the status of juvenile justice in the PA areas, through working with children in conflict with the law,
documenting case histories from these children and meeting with other groups involved in juvenile justice to promote debate and
exchange opinions and expertise.
To provide training to a cadre of professionals working in the field of juvenile justice in order to raise awareness about
legislative changes and the special legal status of juveniles.

Activities
Over the course of 2003, DCI/PS represented nine children in Palestinian courts. In two of these cases, the organisation secured the release of
children who had been arrested for political reasons by the Preventative Security forces and tortured. A further two cases involved children
accused of violating existing applicable Jordanian laws, while in the remaining five cases, DCI/PS represented children who filed complaints
of violations to their rights. The organisation also continually monitored conditions in the juvenile and child protection homes in the OPT.

Throughout the year, the organisation arranged meetings and workshops and collaborated with other local NGOs in lobbying the
government to speed up the process of enacting the Juvenile Justice Draft Law and the Palestinian Child’s Draft Law.
DCI/PS has sought to engage actively in the legislative process. The organisation’s juvenile justice lawyer has organised a number of
meetings with other bodies, including the Child Rights Coalition, the legislation department of the PLC, the Ministry of Justice and
the Ministry of Social Affairs, to amend and make additions, corrections and recommendations to articles of the new laws.
Over the second half of 2003, the unit undertook a revealing study entitled “Juvenile Justice: Between Reality and Law”. The
research involved the examination of 28 juvenile cases using data compiled from court files, including arrest records, details of the
investigation stages with juveniles, court procedures, rulings and appeal processes, and compared these with existing applicable laws
and international standards. The study also examined section 9 of the Palestinian child draft law (currently still under deliberation)
comparing it to international standards on juvenile justice. The study concluded that Juvenile courts, comprising specialist panels, do
not exist in the OPT. Moreover, the research found that there is an alarmingly low level of awareness of the needs and legal rights of
children among lawyers, judges, prosecutors, police, and other professionals working with children.
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The Training and Social
Mobilization Unit
General
G eneral
Background

The core focus of the Training and Social
Mobilization (TSM) Unit is the
empowerment of children and enhancing
their active participation in Palestinian
society through awareness-raising
activities, such as workshops, lectures and
festivals. The TSM unit provides the
necessary preparation and training to target
groups to enable their involvement in all
stages of implementation. As a result,
individuals are able to contribute to the
projects, which are collectively intended to
raise the level of services available to
Palestinian children. Activities are designed
to maximise child participation, with an
emphasis placed on child-to-child
methodology so that the children
themselves are directly involved in the
learning process, and in the subsequent
wider dissemination of the concepts
discussed.
Three full-time employees work in the TSM
unit (two in the Hebron office and one in
Ramallah) in addition to one part-time
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employee working on the girl-child project,
based in Hebron. In addition, between three
to five trainers, contracted on an hourly
basis, work on the Palestine Future project
and the Supportive Environment project.
Over the course of 2003, the TSM Unit
recorded a significant increase not only in
the number and scope of projects
organised, but also in the range of target
groups involved. Activities were offered
to a broad cross section of society
including teachers, mothers, volunteers,
employees, women’s and children’s
organisations in addition to groups of
children, with particular emphasis placed
on girls and marginalized groups.
Throughout the year, the unit also sought
to establish and strengthen the skills of a
network of trained adult professionals,
equipping them with the necessary skills
and tools to independently organise events
and programmes to promote and protect
child rights.
While projects were arranged across the
West Bank, special attention was paid to

the Hebron district – an area which includes
many small villages, which are not only
home to particularly marginalised groups,
but which are also subject to particularly
repressive Israeli policies, including severe
curfews, because of the proximity of a
number of illegal Jewish settlements.

Unit Aims
To develop the life skills and knowledge
of children in the field of child rights,
including the CRC.
To build up a cadre of Human Rights
trainers among teachers, specialists and
members of the local community, who are
able to train and raise children’s
awareness of their rights.
To strengthen and reinforce the role of
children through involving them in
activities and focusing on disseminating
these ideas through child-to-child
methodologies.
To raise social awareness within the wider
community about the CRC and
encourage its respect and pre-eminence,
in both theory and practise, within the

DCI/PS
Annual Report 2003

family, the school and everyday
community life.

Activities
Working with Children
Over the course of the year, DCI/PS
arranged for thousands of children to
participate in a variety of events intended
to develop their life skills and raise their
understanding of child rights. The activities,
organised in collaboration with a wide range
of government bodies and NGOs, were
undertaken using a range of training
methods, emphasising a participatory as
opposed to didactic approach. Through
festivals, workshops, drama sessions,
presentations, visits to institutions etc,
children were encouraged to discuss and
explore issues that they felt pertained to
them particularly. Trainers encourage the
participants to relate these to the wider
concepts of child rights; examine the role
of the community in protecting and
promoting these rights; and consider ways
of making these rights a reality for
Palestinian children.
Through the discussions, the children also

talked about the problems they face
stemming from the daily violence,
including mental health issues as well as
their concerns for the environment and their
future life opportunities. The activities
enabled the children to express their
anxieties in a supportive and positive
environment and provided them with the
opportunity to work with friends and peers
to explore possible coping mechanisms.

Working with Parents
In recognition of the fundamental role
parents play in a child’s life, DCI/PS
organised a number of courses and
workshops intended to raise awareness
among parents, and mothers in particular,
of the importance and far-reaching
elements of child rights. The workshops,
several of which were held in refugee
camps and smaller villages where value
systems and traditions tend to be more
conservative, encouraged parents to
discuss the often difficult subjects of
violence against children and early
marriage for girls. The activities were all
undertaken in the Hebron area which has
witnessed a particularly high incidence of

Israeli military and settler aggression since
the start of the current Intifada. The
workshops therefore also paid close
attention to the difficulties faced by and
possible coping strategies for parents whose
children have been affected either mentally
or physically by the violence.
In addition to workshops organised with
local NGOs, DCI/PS also arranged two
intensive training sessions and one open
meeting with the Ministry of Women’s
Affairs in Hebron. One of the training
sessions – a 15 hour course for 22 mothers,
dealt with issues of children’s rights and
mental health, while the second - a 20-hour
course for 32 mothers – focused on the
impact of Israel’s occupation, suppression
and curfew on children. The open meeting
on discrimination against children was
attended by 85 mothers and 15 fathers.

Enhancing the Child Rights network
As part of DCI/PS’ wider strategy of
establishing a strong network of child rights
trainers, the organisation developed a series
of meetings and workshops for adults who
are well-placed to guide the wider
community in issues of child rights:
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Activities

Duration

Target group

Participating
institution

Number of
participants

Location

Workshop with
counselling groups
and organisations

8 hours

Children’s

Directorship of

7 women

Hebron

workers

Sport & Youth

13 men

Lecture on children’s
rights

3 hours

Community

Halhoul local

18 women

workers

council

17 men

Workshop on
children’s rights

4 hours

Trainers

British Council

1 women

Planning workshop

3 hours

Ramallah

5 men

Training session on
psycho-social support
for children

45 hours

Crisis management
workshop

3 hours

Practical crisis
mangement training

15 hours

Workshop on building
self- confidence

4 hours

Female

Ministry of

teachers

Education

Community
specialists

Volunteers

Doctor and

6 women

Hebron

World Christian

8 women

Arroub

Organaization

8 men

Save the Children,

17 women

US

13 men

UNRWA

12 women

nurses

Halhoul

Hebron

8 men

Female

Open University of

university

Jerusalem

students
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Halhoul

25 women

Hebron
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Activities

Duration

Target group

Participating
institution

Number of
participants

Location

Practical training session

15 hours

Teachers

Palestinian Red Crescent

11 women

Hebron

Society

4 men

Female university

Women’s Center for

20 women

Hebron

students

Legal Aid & Counselling

Teachers

Palestinian Red Crescent

17 women

Hebron

on children’s mental
health
Workshop on children’s

4 hours

rights
Training session on

15 hours

14 men

assisting children
in difficult circumstances
Workshop on crisis

4 hours

intervention
Workshop on children’s
rights

2 hours

Female university

Open University of

students

Jerusalem

NGO workers

Family Planning &

25 women

Hebron

25 men and women

Hebron

Protection Society
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Girl-Child Development
This project began in September 1998 in the Old City of Hebron – an area fraught with tension due to almost daily aggression by
occupation forces and settlers. The project targets girl students from the Qurtuba, al-Ya’aqubiya and al-Yaqza schools, with a focus on
10-15 year olds.
Project Aims:
To focus on the needs of Palestinian girls, providing them with the opportunity for practice personal development and empowering
them with the tools and life skills to transfer their experience to the greatest number of children possible.
To develop the girls’ personal qualities
and give them the opportunity to develop
their potential and raise their status and level
of participation in society.
To train a cadre of girls who are capable
of mobilizing and leading educational and
cultural activities.
To increase wider social awareness of the
specific rights of girls, creating a climate of
understanding, appreciation and support for
rights.
Activities:
In a continuation of previous years’
activities, DCI/PS organised a number of
activities in the target schools to promote
awareness of girl-child rights and provide
an opportunity for the students to express
their concerns and hopes for their future.
This year, special focus was given to the
issues relating to the development of girls,
including adolescent health and early
marriage. These sessions helped to increase
the girls’ understanding of the issues and
sometimes negative aspects of early
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marriage as well as improve their
awareness of their own development,
particularly adolescence. Life-skills
workshops also helped improve the girls’
self-confidence and provided the
participants with an opportunity to express
their anxieties and to discuss any personal
problems.
The Girl-child project also involved a
number of educational fun days organised
in partnership with local government
departments and NGOs. The events, open
to participants, their parents and teachers
and members of the wider community,
included art exhibitions, school open days,
trips and quizzes.
As part of the project’s commitment to
child-to-child methodology, and to enhance
the sustainability of the Girl-child project,
focus groups were established to promote
the project and mobilise fellow students in
each of the three schools. The focus groups
include:
Cultural group – the task of this group is
to prepare quizzes and to publish regular
notices in each of the three schools.
Together the groups designed and
displayed 66 notices (24 in alYa’aqubiya, 23 in al-Yaqza and 19 in
Qurtuba).
Heritage group -the task of this group is
to focus on Palestinian heritage and
folklore. Currently there are three groups
(12 girls in Qurtuba, 24 in al-Ya’aqubiya
and 26 in al-Yaqza) learning Dabka and
other popular dances. The groups have

been given all the necessary equipment
for their activities.
Information and media group: This group
is tasked with recording the activities of
all the groups in reports and pictures.
Each school has three girls carrying out
these activities.
In order to ensure that events are well
publicised and to help reinforce issues
surrounding child rights, the administration
at each schools has permitted girls from
the information and media groups to use
the public address systems at the schools.
From September 2003 – the start of the
school year - girls at al-Ya’aqubiya and alYaqza schools have written, edited and
broadcast a total of 75 items on this ‘school
radio’. Unfortunately, girls from Qurtuba
school have been denied the opportunity to
make their voices heard by nearby Jewish
settlers and the Israeli occupation forces.

Creating a
Supportive
Environment for
Children
This project, implemented in June-July 2003
in partnership with Save the Children US,
sought to relieve some of the burdens suffered
by children growing up in the south Hebron
area and provide for them a safe and stable
environment for personal development.

Project Aims:
To provide the maximum possible support
and help to children so that they can
participate and enjoy themselves despite
the difficult circumstances in which they
live
To provide a permanent social framework
of mothers, fathers and volunteer
youngsters who are able to communicate
and understand the children’s concerns
and problems and help with their general
development.

Activities
Lightning the load for children of the
Intifada
A series of workshops and fun days were
organised for village children aged 6-10
years old. The 137, two-hour sessions
emphasised therapy through play,
providing children with a positive and
enjoyable environment in which to
express their feelings and explore and
confront their anxieties. The workshops
were attended by a total of 1,708 girls
and 1,534 boys.
Drama workshops were held for 11-16
year olds in the villages of Al-Kum, AlBurj and Dura. The two-hour sessions
provided the children with an opportunity
to explore and express their emotions in
a constructive environment through role
plays and improvisation. A total of 4,257
children – 2,507 girls and 1,750 boys –
participated in the 165 workshops.
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Summer Camps were organised to provide children with educational play activities during the school holidays. Adolescents and young
adults worked as volunteers in the camps.

Summer Camps

Target group

Location

Participants

Al-Kawm
Al-Awda
Dura
Al-Sadeiq

Children aged 6-16

Girl’s school and Abu Jihad school

577 (275 boys, 302 girls ), 54 volunteers aged 17 - 25

Children aged 6-16

Al-Burj Boys School

210 (85 boys, 125 girls ), 25 volunteers aged 17 - 25

Children aged 8-14

Dar al-Salam

220 (100 boys, 120 girls ), 35 volunteers aged 15 - 25

Girls

Al-Sadeiq Charitable Society

260 girls, 23 volunteers

Creating the conditions for a supportive social network
A ‘Training on Crisis Management’ course was held for 24 young adults between the ages of 17-25, from local organisations as well as
volunteers in the South Hebron area. The objective was to instruct a group of trainers to work with the target groups and to promote the
spirit of voluntary work and community intervention. The course lasted for 64 hours and dealt with a number of issues, concentrating in
particular on crisis management, child development,
coping mechanisms, gender and nutrition.
A series of awareness-raising sessions were held in
the small outlying villages to encourage men and
women of the same age group to examine issues of
gender and child development, and to discuss ways
and means that can be employed to mitigate the
adverse impact of the ongoing violence on children.
In total, 42 sessions held in eight locations were
attended by 438 men and 561 women between the
ages of 17-25.
Mothers from the South Hebron district were invited
to participate in a series of sessions dealing with health
issues, including mental health and nutrition, and
examining possible coping strategies for their children
in the face of the current violence. In total 33 sessions
were held, attended by 741 mothers in all.
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Community Festivals
To round up the project, DCI/PS and its partner organised a number of festivals in which the whole community was invited to participate.
The objective was to encourage adult involvement in events where children were the focus of attention and above all provide entertainment
for children.

Activities

Location

Beneficiaries

Al-Mawriq festival
Al-Kawm festival
Al-Burj festival
Al-Majid festival
Dura festival
Four health days

Abu Jihad school

800 children and adults

Abu Jihad school

900 children and adults

Al-Burj girls elementary school

800 children and adults

Al-Majid boys elementary school

900 children and adults

Dura Matyrs’ Cultural Center

1,000 children and adults

Al-Kawm, al-Burj, Dura

1,841 children and adults
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Mine Risk Education
In the wake of the 2002 Israeli army incursions into the West Bank, DCI/PS – which has extensive experience in the issue of landmine
awareness from past activity in the northern West Bank – embarked on an urgent program to raise community awareness on the danger
of unexploded ordnance (UXO). The project continued in 2003, with the emphasis
increasingly being placed on sustainability and capacity building through the training
of local volunteers on landmine awareness issues. Close working relations, including
the delegation of some responsibilities to partner organisations – both governmental
and NGO – enabled DCI/PS to overcome logistical problems caused by Israeli
restrictions on Palestinians’ movement within the West Bank.

Aims
Reduce the number of casualties caused by mines and UXO through raising awareness
among populations at risk, especially children and promoting preventative measures.
Increase and improve the quality and quantity of information, available locally and
internationally, related to the landmine/UXO problem in the OPT.
To increase and improve the quality of support to victims of landmines and UXO.
To enhance the capacity and strengthen the role of existing project volunteers,
including landmine/UXO survivors, and to mobilize and train new volunteers to
raise awareness in the community.

Activities
During the year 2003, 17 mine risk education workshops were conducted to train a
total of 400 people from the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Youth & Sport, National
Guidance, and the supervisors of summer camps, all over the West Bank.
Numerous lectures and Mine Awareness sessions were held, some by these newly-instructed trainers and others by DCI/PS field
coordinators, to educate children in schools and summer camps on the dangers of landmines and UXO. More than 50,000 children
benefited directly from these lectures and workshops, and as many children again are estimated to have benefited indirectly thanks to
the child-to-child methodology employed in the sessions and the regular screening on television of landmine and UXO warnings.
Press briefings on specific issues relating to landmines and UXO were published in local and international media. A public announcement
warning of the dangers of landmines and UXO was produced and broadcast a total of 2,000 times on seven local television channels.
The mine risk awareness team documented all landmines and UXO explosions and related injuries occurring in the OPT and compiled
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the area update for the Landmine Monitor
Report 2003, the annual publication of the
International Campaign to Ban Landmines
A collection of printed materials were
reprinted and distributed over the course of
the year. Most important of these are:
An illustrated educational booklet to
acquaint children with the dangers of
landmines and UXO. Around 10,000
copies were distributed in high-risk areas
in 2003.
An educational coloring booklet to
acquaint children with the dangers of
landmines and UXO. Around 10,000
copies were distributed in high-risk areas
in 2003.
Class timetables for children containing
information about mine awareness. Other
schedules highlighting the role of the
community in integrating people with
disabilities into society were also issued.
Around 10,000 copies were distributed
in high-risk areas over 2003.
Two kinds of stickers warning of the
dangers of landmines and UXO. Around
4,000 copies were distributed in high-risk
areas in 2003.
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General
Background

With much of the world’s media attention
focused on the situation in Iraq, maintaining
international awareness of conditions in
Palestine was an urgent priority for the DCI/
PS Research & International Advocacy
(RIA) Unit in 2003, given sustained highlevels of violations against Palestinian
children within the context of the
Occupation. Drawing and building on its
strong network of local, regional and
overseas contacts, the unit was able to
research and disseminate vital information
on the violations of Palestinian children’s
rights and so ensure that the issue retained
its visibility in the press and within
international organisations. Advocacy work,
meetings and briefings were supported by
reports and research work, based on data and
information provided by other DCI/PS units
and other primary and secondary sources.

The unit consists of three full-time and one
part-time employee along with a number
of local and international volunteers, all of
whom are directly involved in the research,
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preparation and dissemination of written
material and advocacy work. The unit
divides most of its activities along linguistic
lines – between English and Arabic –
although larger projects are coordinated and
implemented at the unit level. The unit
works closely with the DCI legal and
documentation unit in order to keep abreast
of the situation of child prisoners, monitor
prison conditions and build up a picture of
other human rights abuses, which is central
to the organisation’s advocacy efforts.

Unit Aims
To raise international awareness of
violations against Palestinian children’s
rights in order to increase support for the
implementation of these rights through
research reports, campaigns, press
releases and briefings.
To lobby and conduct advocacy with
overseas supporters and partner
organisations in order to build a farreaching network concerned with issues
affecting Palestinian children.
To improve media coverage on the

situation of Palestinian children through
writing press releases, op-eds, and
making direct contact with members of
the media and organising relevant
interviews and tours.
To monitor Palestinian and Israeli
legislation affecting children.

Activities
Throughout the year, and often under
extremely difficult conditions, the RIA unit
made available a steady stream of
information concerning the condition and
rights of Palestinian children living in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Research reports and
briefings
Longer research reports: In June 2003,
the unit completed its second annual
violations report, entitled ‘Children of the
Second Intifada’. The report, based on
DCI/PS statistics, research and fieldwork,
was presented through the testimonies and
case studies of children. Using a rightsbased approach it demonstrated the wide
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gap
between
international
legal norms and
the reality on the
ground. The unit
organised a wellattended press
conference to
launch
the
publication,
which
was
covered in the local media as well as in
the international press, including US
National Public Radio, and led to a fulllength feature article on Israeli abuses of
Palestinian child rights in the UK’s
Guardian newspaper.
Contributions to larger reports:
Throughout the year the unit was called
upon to provide entries to a number of larger
publications in coordination with other local
NGOs and multilateral agencies. This
included contributions to reports published
by the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Human Rights Situation in the OPT, John
Dugard; the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Right to Food, Jean Ziegler; and oral

testimonies in June to the UN Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
affecting the Human Rights of the
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the
Occupied Territories.
The unit also continued its involvement
with the International Campaign to Ban
Landmines, writing a chapter on the OPT
for the annual Landmine Monitor Report.
Newsletters: In summer, DCI/PS started
up a quarterly newsletter – Little Voices –
covering all the key child rights in a userfriendly format to update journalists and
provide a snapshot of DCI/PS’ work for
donors, visitors and members of the public.
The first Little Voices gave an overview of
key rights, including a number of case
studies, whilst the second publication
focuses on key rights as they affect children
in Hebron.
Briefings: Within the Campaign to Release
Palestinian Child Prisoners, DCI/PS has
continued to keep a close watching brief
on prison conditions through interviews
and affidavits from child prisoners, reports
from lawyers and documentation

department reports once children have been
released. In addition, Child Prisoners
Briefings were issued on a monthly basis,
sent to the DCI/PS contact list and published
on a number of internet portals including the
Palestine Monitor site, the Child Rights
Information Network (CRIN), the
Alternative Information Centre, the
Electronic Intifada and www.ifrance.com.
Campaigners in France translated the reports
into French.
Data: DCI/PS was involved in the
compilation of a comprehensive child
prisoner list to be used in negotiations for
prisoner’s releases with the Israeli
authorities in summer 2003. Only 13
children were released in August 2003, and
DCI/PS was disappointed not only that the
Israeli authorities didn’t take the opportunity
to release the other 350 Palestinian children
in Israeli military facilities, but also that
nearly all of the child prisoners that were
released were due for release within a one
to two month period.
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Media Contacts

was also shown in Jordan and London.

The RIA unit maintained and developed its
network of media contacts in 2003,
facilitating interviews, providing
information, submitting opinion pieces and
op-ed articles, and accompanying
journalists on tours in order to bring the
lives of Palestinian children to wider
attention.

DCI/PS held two press conferences in
July and August 2003 to publicise the
findings of its violations report and
discuss the situation of child political
detainees, coinciding with Israeli
Palestinian discussions on prisoner
releases.

Seventeen press releases were distributed
in 2003 to our contact list, the local and
international press.
Television and newspaper interviews were
arranged with the DCI/PS lawyer, general
director and unit coordinators. This
included interviews with Swedish TV, alQuds, al-Jazeera, Basque Regional
Television and Dutch radio and Radio
Nazareth.
Reports on child rights and DCI/PS work
were issued by both the local and
London-based copies of Al-Hayat, alAyam, The Jerusalem Times, Haaretz,
The Village Voice, The Jerusalem Times,
al-Quds, al-Ayyam and ABC (Spanish).
The RIA unit submitted op-eds and letters
on the situation of children’s rights, which
were published by al-Hayat, the Jordan
Times, the Arab Media Internet Network,
the Electronic Intifada, the Globe and
Mail.
A photo exhibition illustrating key issues
affecting Palestinian child rights was
prepared. The exhibition was designed for
the child rights meeting in Sweden, but
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The unit published a quarterly supplement
in Arabic, Little Hands, within the AlAyyam daily newspapers, which included
facts, articles and children’s work.
DCI/PS Hebron office hosted a number
of international delegations and
journalists, taking them on tours of the
Old City, schools and arranging
interviews and meetings to explain the
work of the unit and the situation of
children in the city.

Campaigns
The Campaign to Release Palestinian Child
Prisoners went into its third year, including
updated case studies and new background
information, along with monthly reports on
child prisoner conditions.
A new element to the campaign was
launched, entitled ‘Adopt-a-child-prisoner’,
which features individual children – mainly
those who have been in prison for some
period of time – whom interested supporters
can contact and campaign on behalf of. The
campaign has been well received in a
number of countries, and donations, letters
and campaigns were launched on behalf of
several individual children including Riham

Musa (now released), San’a Amer and Ali
Tawfiq (now released).
In addition, the RIA unit set up a campaign
for the release of the DCI/PS child rights
lawyer, Daoud Dirawi who was arrested on
21 February 2003, beaten, denied his basic
rights under international (and Israeli) law,
and then given a 6-month administrative
detention order. Daoud’s campaign
received widespread international support
from, among others, the World
Organisation to Stop Torture (OMCT),
Amnesty International, the Federation of
International Human Rights Defenders
(FIDH) and the Public Committee Against
Torture in Israel. His detention order was
renewed again – without reason – in
September 2003 and we started to feature
reports on Daoud’s life in prison on the
website. Finally, Daoud was released in
January 2004, nearly a year after his arrest,
to the great relief of his family and friends
and a band of new supporters overseas.

Direct Advocacy
Over the course of the year, DCI/PS staff
met with a number of international groups,
organisations,governmental representatives
and multilateral agencies in order to provide
a perspective on the status of children’s
rights in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Key
events included:
A meeting in June to brief John Dugard,
UN Special Rapporteur on the Human
Rights Situation in the Occupied
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Palestinian Territories, on human rights
violations against Palestinian children.
A meeting in July with Jean Ziegler, UN
Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food,
in order to brief him on the situation
affecting Palestinian children.
Hosting an observers’ mission from the
International Commission of Jurists/
Swedish Section.
Meeting with UNESCO representative
(Hebron office) to discuss the needs of
Palestinian children.
Meetings with Dutch, British, French and
Swedish consuls among others
A meeting with a Dutch mission of United
Civilians for Peace to give an overview
of the situation and discuss the right to
education.

Conferences
Autumn 2003: a conference focusing on an
end to the occupation, took place in the
Basque region in northern Spain. DCI/PS
made a presentation and established
valuable contacts for the near future.
Autumn 2003: DCI/PS participated in a
special conference on the issue of
Palestinian children in Sweden, organized
by the Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
DCI/PS involvement included a
presentation on the issue of child prisoners.
Preparations are already underway for a
second conference in 2004, which DCI/PS
will also attend.

Winter 2003: DCI/PS was invited to share
its experience regarding juvenile justice in
the Palestinian Territories with a group of
experts on the issue in the Netherlands.
Follow-up work is ongoing.
Winter 2003: DCI/PS was invited by ARCI
to give a series of lectures and presentations
across the Tuscany region of Italy on the
issue of child prisoners.
Winter 2003: A similar trip was organised
in France by our partner and donor Enfants
du Monde Droits de l’Homme. The DCI/
PS speaker made various presentations and
developed closer contacts in the field of
human rights.
Further trips were undertaken to Cyprus,
Dubai and Jordan to establishing contacts
and share information on the issue of child
soldiers and the situation of Palestinian
children in general.

New Webpages
After several years of relying on our
original website design, DCI/PS decided
to reorganise its site. The new site at
www.dci-pal.org includes clearly
delineated sections for DCI/PS
publications, briefings, activities and press
reports, alongside information on related
organisations and legal issues as well as
examples of Palestinian children’s work
and pictures. The site is in both Arabic and
English, with further translations of key
material.
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STOLEN YOUTH
The Politics of Israel’s Detention of Palestinian Children,
by Catherine Cook, Adam Hanieh, Adah Kay
Published by Pluto Press in association with Defence for Children International/Palestine Section. London 2004
In October 2002, the three authors of Stolen Youth, all of whom had worked or volunteered with DCI/PS, met to discuss ways
to more widely promote Palestinian children’s rights. Given the lack of international awareness of the existence of Palestinian
child prisoners, the idea of this book was born to support the pioneering campaigning work of DCI/PS.
The intention was to write a book that not only described and documented these brutalising prison experiences, but also
contextualised, questioned and analysed the detainment of minors. Stolen Youth argues that prison in general and the targeting
of Palestinian children in particular, are powerful weapons used by Israel in an occupation that is a multifaceted and evolving
system of control affecting every aspect of Palestinian life. In the process the book documents the wider double standards and
institutional discrimination inherent in the legal system governing the OPT. The book
contends that the physical and psychological mistreatment of Palestinian child
prisoners is tantamount to state sanctioned torture.
Stolen Youth is the first book to deal specifically and comprehensively with the
experience of Palestinian child prisoners. It draws on information from many local
and international human rights organisations operating in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, and features testimonies of Palestinian children, surveys of former child
prisoners and interviews with Palestinian and Israeli lawyers who attempt to represent
them. The result is a disturbing and often shocking account of abuses that have been
widely documented but never addressed by the international community.
The book concludes with a call to shift human rights work beyond the confines of the
legal discourse to address the power imbalances and strategic political interests that
permit human rights abuses to persist.

If you would like to order a copy or copies of Stolen Youth please call or email Pluto
Press: + 44 (0) 20 8348 2724 pluto@plutobooks.com or email DCI/PS directly at
dcipal@planet.com
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