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About DCI/PS

D

efence for Children International /
Palestine Section was established in
1992 as an international affiliate of the
Geneva-based Defence for Children
International. DCI enjoys consultative status
with the United Nations Economic and Social
Council, UNICEF, and the Council of Europe
among others. Though part of an international
network, DCI/PS remains independent in its
activities and objectives. It is the only NGO
in Palestine dedicated solely to the needs and
priorities of the Palestinian child.
DCI/PS’principal mission is to promote and
protect the rights of Palestinian children as
articulated in the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child as well as in other
international human rights instruments. DCI/
PS is dedicated to the creation of a society
which is aware of and respects children‘s
rights.
DCI/PS activities include the provision of free
legal assistance to Palestinian children
alongside the documentation and detailed
investigation of fundamental rights violations
in Palestinian areas. DCI also runs training
and social mobilisation programmes to
alleviate the psychological and social effects
of the current Occupation and to prepare
children for a time when they will be the key

decision-makers in society. DCI/ PS then uses
its experience in the field to campaign on a
local, regional and international basis to
ensure that issues impacting Palestinian
children are brought before the widest possible
audience.

Institutional
Objectives
To advocate respect for the rights of the
Palestinian child and to mobilise and equip
the local and international community to act
in defence of those rights.
To serve as a legal reference through
providing protection and legal support to
Palestinian children as individuals and in
collective cases.
To assist in developing legislation that
protects children in accordance with the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child and
other international legal instruments.
To act as the pre-eminent resource centre
for information concerning Palestinian
children’s issues and rights.
To play an effective role in monitoring
Palestinian children’s rights and document
violations in a scientific way in order to take
the necessary actions.

To work with Palestinian children to
empower them and raise awareness of their
rights and to facilitate their effective
participation in defending their rights and
playing an active role in Palestinian society.
To create a strong network of grassroots,
local, and international organisations acting
in the best interests of Palestinian children.
To relay to the local and
international community, effectively
and efficiently, the conditions in
which Palestinian children live
and to communicate the importance
of recognising and defending
children‘s rights.

9

I

Introduction

T

his report presents the activities of
Defence for Children InternationalPalestine Section though 2002, which was
probably one of the most difficult years in the
organization’s history. This year, which should
have been a celebration of the organization’s
tenth anniversary, was unlike any year in our
experience. It was the year when Israeli troops
invaded, putting us right back to first base,
namely occupation, with all that this entailed
in terms of loss of will and freedom, not to
mention the killing, closures and abrogation
of other core human rights.

The year 2002 also represented an enormous
challenge for human rights defenders in general,
and defenders of child rights in particular.
Indeed 192 children, including 83 under the age
of 8 years old, were killed in 2002, probably
the largest number of child deaths in any year
since the start of the Israeli occupation. In
addition, 2,500 children were injured, 43% of
whom suffered injuries to the upper body and
40% of whom were under the age of 12.
Meanwhile, 33 schools were subjected to
Israeli shelling and 18 schools were
transformed into military bases and detention
and interrogation centres. Hundreds of
children were deprived of their liberty and
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thrown into the depths of Israeli prisons and
detention centres. All of this, not to mention
the destructive effects of Israeli attacks on
Palestinian children’s mental health.

However, it is not the purpose of this
introduction to list specific rights violations
against Palestinian children, as these are
mentioned in the report. Rather we wish to
highlight some of the most flagrant human
rights abuses to show the scale of the task
faced by human rights organisations in
addressing the effects of this situation.
Despite this bleak picture of Palestinian
childhood in 2002, the DCI-PS team was able
to improvise and use its capabilities to record
a clear picture of the situation and thereby
lobby and advocate for Palestinian child
rights. In the midst of the Israeli reoccupation
of Palestinian lands and the subsequent
shelling, killing, destruction, closure and
curfews, the DCI team continued to work
within their homes. In this way, we were able
to publish daily updates to the world under
the title “Palestine Under Siege,” creating a
historical document to authenticate the worst
violations of children’s rights during the
invasion.

Also in the midst of the siege, the DCI team
succeeded in putting forward an alternative
report to the UN Committee on the Rights of
the Child, which played a large role in
exposing Israeli practices and prompting the
Committee to highlight Israeli practices
against Palestinian children’s rights in its
concluding remarks.
Also during the siege, DCI went to the UN
Headquarters in New York to participate in
the World Children’s Summit (UNGASS),
where we had the honour of representing more
than 270 NGO’s and Arab regional networks
by speaking in front of the UN General
Assembly and putting the spotlight on crimes
committed against Palestinian children’s
rights on a daily basis.
For this reason, on its tenth anniversary, DCIPS was able to celebrate in its own particular
way, by renewing its commitment to the cause
of the Palestinian child. We do this by working
in a responsible way, guided by a strong
unbending desire to heal our children’s wounds
which were inflicted during the invasion and
its aftermath. In this way, we had the honour of
working with children from Jenin and the
surrounding camps and putting a smile back
on their faces. The DCI team also worked with
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children in other Palestinian areas, in Nablus,
Ramallah, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron and
in villages, towns and camps, carrying out
various projects to alleviate the effects of Israeli
attacks on our people and our children.
In the field of mental health and crisis
intervention, our work has concentrated on the
Jenin camp and the Hebron area, particularly
the old city and the camps, where there have
been continuous army and settler attacks. It is
worth mentioning here that in the period
following the invasion, a number of
Palestinian children were injured by UXO
and mines, which led us to renew our
landmine awareness campaign in different
areas of the West Bank.
Within the girl-child project and the
Palestine future project, DCI played an
active role in organizing activities with boy
and girl children across different areas, all
of which played an important part in reducing
the tension and alleviating the impact of the
traumatic experiences of the invasion. The
projects also helped children to articulate their
expectations of the Palestine of the future.

into place an emergency plan to offer legal
services to the largest possible number of
children appearing before the Israeli military
courts. DCI also established a prison visit
program in order to
monitor and follow up
the treatment of child
prisoners in various
detention and interrogation centres and
prisons. Meanwhile, the
Research and International
Advocacy unit was able to
mobilize international

support on this issue on an unprecedented
scale, among organizations and friends in an
impressive number of countries, putting
Palestinian child prisoners on the core agenda
of a number of international organizations.
On this tenth anniversary of the foundation of
DCI-Palestine, we can do no more than renew
our pledge and our continuing commitment to
our initial mission. We will not falter or turn
back because we have a fierce determination
to carry out our objectives in promoting the
rights of Palestinian children.
Nevertheless, all of us hope
that the day will come when
children can live in peace and
security and with justice in
these Holy Lands.
George Abu Al-Zulof
Director

Finally, in our work with Palestinian child
prisoners, DCI extended its activities and put
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Chairman’s Comments

T

he year 2002 was not an easy one for the Palestinian people; Israeli measures continued in a harsher way and the incursions, curfews
and closures in Palestinian territories, prevented the civilian population from carrying out their everyday lives.

The year was also one of the toughest yet for Palestinian children as increasing numbers of children were caught up in the
violence, particularly during the reinvasion of Palestinian towns in April 2002. Child fatalities at the hands of Israeli troops and
settlers spiraled to 192, compared with 98 the previous year, whilst increasing numbers of children were terrorized and arrested
by Israeli troops. Education, health, nutrition and psychological wellbeing were all disrupted by the events, some of them
irrevocably.
As one of the NGO’s working in the field of Child Human Rights, DCI was also affected by the deteriorating situation on the ground.
Many of our staff couldn’t reach the office because of curfew or closures, while others suffered harassment at checkpoints. Despite this,
DCI succeeded in continuing its operations and, through the quality and perseverance of our staff, and the financial and moral support of
our donors, effected many valuable achievements.
Among these, DCI defended 272 law cases involving Palestinian children and conducted a landmine campaign to raise awareness about
unexploded ordnance left behind after the Israeli invasion, a message that reached at least 7,000 minors. In addition, DCI oversaw the
compilation of a comprehensive shadow report to rebut Israeli claims before the UN Commission on Children’s Rights, relying on
detailed documentation and fact-finding from our fieldworkers throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
DCI Palestine also strengthened its activities at the international level throughout the year, becoming a member of the three-party
committee which oversaw the running of the DCI International Secretariat between November 2001 and May 2002. DCI Palestine will
also play host to the next DCI General Assembly in 2005.
However, the sad fact is that no matter what we achieve, the continuous occupation of Palestinian land will continue to create suffering
for all people, and particularly children, on both sides of the Green Line. It is this occupation that needs to be ended, to make real inroads
into improving respect for the core rights of both Palestinian and Israeli children.
In this respect we empathize with the situation in Iraq, where occupation and war are also depriving civilians and children of their
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fundamental rights. Self-determination and
the right to lead a normal life are two things
that would make an enormous difference
to the lives of both our peoples.
It was obvious and clear that after
the war on Iraq, the Palestinian
issue would again be in the
spotlight, as indeed it has
been with the introduction
of the Road Map to Peace.
We at DCI would like to see
this plan as a sign of
progress, even if it
can only

represent a first step towards implementing
the relevant outstanding UN resolutions on
Palestine which would ensure the basic
rights of freedom and self-determination
to the Palestinian people. However, in
the interim, there is a pressing need
for Israel to cease the use of
collective punishments, and key
among them closures

and curfews, to give the Palestinian people
a chance to live their normal lives and allow
children to experience the real joys of
childhood.
Rifat Kassis,
Chairman
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The
T he Documentation Unit

I

ntroduction: As the Second Intifada
continued, the year 2002 was
characterized by a further increase in the
trend towards Israeli human rights
violations against Palestinians in general,
and against the rights of the Palestinian
child specifically.

During this year, Israeli occupation forces
attacked and reoccupied all areas under
Palestinian Authority control in the West
Bank, and made incursions into PAcontrolled areas in the Gaza Strip. These
actions were accompanied by the bombing
of civilian areas, extended closures and
curfews in all areas, house demolitions and
the destruction of land, in a clear breach of
international humanitarian law and the
norms of human rights.
The effect was hundreds of civilian
fatalities, thousands of injuries, thousands
of civilian arrests and the enforced expulsion
of hundreds of Palestinian families due to
the destruction of their homes.
Faced with this devastating number of
violations against Palestinian children’s
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rights, and despite obstacles to safe travel and
freedom of movement, the DCI
Documentation Unit was able to carry out its
objectives by working in two principal ways:

a. Recruiting volunteer field researchers
throughout the West Bank and Gaza strip
to undertake field research, all of whom
have experience in this area.
b. Coordination with local government
and non-governmental institutions to
enable the unit to monitor and followup on violations against Palestinian
children’s rights.

Unit Aims
1. Field documentation of all violations of
Palestinian child rights.
2. Collection of information and field
investigations from various sources
3. Creation of confidential files on all cases
of child fatalities and other cases where
there have been clear breaches of
children’s rights.
4. Continuous development and updating
of the information base on these
violations

We will now discuss some of the most
blatant violations of Palestinian child rights
carried out by Israeli occupation forces in
the year 2002, which have been monitored,
followed up and documented by the
Documentation Unit.

Activities
The Right to Life and
Physical Security
The Fourth Geneva Convention relating to
the protection of civilians in time of war
(1949) prevents all kinds of attacks on the
life and security of protected civilians.
Article 147 states that an attack on the right
to life is a grave breach of the treaty, while
Article 6 of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child (1990) states that “States
Parties recognize that every child has the
inherent right to life” and in the second
paragraph that “States Parties shall ensure
to the maximum extent possible the survival
and development of the child.”

DCI/PS
Annual Report 2002

A

Child Deaths:
In 2002, the Israeli occupying forces
increased their unprecedented use of
excessive force, inflicting the largest
number of casualties over the course of the
al-Aqsa Intifada so far. Since the start of
this Intifada, Israeli forces have used
warplanes and gun-ships to bomb populated
civilian areas and live/exploding bullets and
heavy artillery to suppress opposition and
quell peaceful Palestinian marches, despite
the fact that these weapons were designed
for use in war . Moreover, Israeli occupation
forces continued to use these weapons to
attack civilian areas, and frequently,
civilians themselves.
This excessive use of force has been a large
reason for escalating child casualty figures.
From the start of the Intifada (September
28, 2000) until the end of 2002, DCI has
documented 384 Palestinian child deaths
(i.e. under 18) at the hands of Israeli
occupying forces or settlers. This figure
includes 192 deaths in 2002, near double
the 98 in 2001 and 94 in the period 28/9/
2000 to 31/12/2000.

Palestinian Child Deaths Caused by Israeli
forces or settlers, 28/9/00 to 31/12/02:
250
200

28/9 to
31/12/2000

150

2001

100

2002

50
0
Source DCI

On more than one occasion, Israeli officials
have repeated the broken record that the
families of Palestinian children and others
are using children as human shields in
demonstrations in order to increase the
number of child fatalities and positively
influence world opinion. However, through
the documentation of Israeli rights
violations against the Palestinian child’s
right to life, we can strongly refute these
claims, and show that most deaths have
occurred away from demonstrations and
two-sided clashes.
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Circumstances Surrounding Palestinian Child Deaths:

Circumstances/
Period of Time

2002
No.

28.9.2000-31.12.2000 Total

2001
%

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

Clashes

30

15.63

42

42.86

80

85.11

152

39.58

Air and ground attacks

67

34.90

17

17.35

4

4.26

88

22.92

Assassination Attempts

19

9.90

12

12.24

0

0

31

8.07

Various Other Attacks

50

26.04

17

17.35

9

9.57%

76

19.79

Closure

9

4.69

3

3.06

1

1.06

13

3.39

UXOs

12

6.25

7

7.14

0

0

19

4.95

House Demolitions

5

2.60

0

0

0

0

5

1.30

Total

192

100

98

100

94

100

384

100

Source DCI

The above table shows the sharp rise in
child deaths during 2002 as a result of onesided actions, such as the random shelling
of civilian areas and policies such as extralegal killings, closures and strict curfews.
There has also been an increase in the
number of fatalities caused by items left
behind by Israeli troops, including
unexploded ordinance. All of these
fatalities occurred when children were not
in the vicinity of demonstrations. Indeed,
we note that there has been a continuous
decrease in the number of children who
were killed while taking part in
demonstrations or marches, or in the
vicinity of these events. We will now take
a look at the principal circumstances
surrounding child deaths in 2002.

i) Victims of Random
Shelling:
The number of children killed as a result

18

of random shelling over the course of the
Intifada to end-2002, has reached 88,
equivalent to 23% of total child fatalities
during this period. This figure includes 4
children who were killed between 28
September 2000 and 31 September 2000,
or 4.26% of total deaths in this period. That
percentage increased approximately
fourfold in 2001, to 17 children, or 17% of
total child deaths, rising again to 67
children in 2002, comprising 35% of total
child deaths.

ii) Victims killed during
demonstrations or
opposition marches:
It is evident from the information gathered
by DCI that there has been a tangible
decrease in the number of children dying
as a result of their participation in
demonstrations and marches or due to their
presence in the vicinity of these actions. The

number of children killed in these
circumstances throughout the al-Aqsa
Intifada is 152, or 40% of total fatalities to
end-2002. This figure includes 80 fatalities
in the period 28/9/2000 to end-2000, or 85%
of total child deaths in this period, almost
halving in 2001, to 42 children, or 43% of
total fatalities. This decrease continued into
2002, when 30 children died in these
circumstances, or approximately 16% of
total deaths.
It is also worth mentioning that not all
children who died during clashes and
popular opposition events were
participating in these actions. Indeed, 16
children who died in these circumstances
in 2002 were not taking part in these events.

DCI/PS
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iii) Victims of Extra-Judicial
Killings:
The fourth paragraph of Article 38 of the
UNCRC states that “in accordance with
their obligations under international
humanitarian law to protect the civilian
population in armed conflicts, States Parties
shall take all feasible measures to ensure
protection and care of children who are
affected by an armed conflict.”
According to information gathered by DCI,
it is clear that there has been a continuous
increase in the number of children who have
died as a result of the extra-judicial
assassination policy followed by Israeli
forces to kill Palestinian activists. Whether
the operations are successful or not,
according to the Israeli sense of the word, a
number of Palestinian children have been
among its victims.
Since the start of the Intifada to end-2002,
31 children have died as a result of this
policy, equivalent to 8% of total deaths
during this period. Among them, 12
children died during 2001, representing
12% of fatalities, and 19 children died in
2002, representing 10% of fatalities.
The most shocking example of this was the
death of 8 children during an operation to
assassinate Salah Shihada in Daraj, Gaza
on 22 July 2002. On this occasion, an Israeli
F-16 fighter jet bombed a civilian apartment
block, causing a large number of casualties,
including children.

iv) Victims of Closure
and Curfew:
DCI information shows an incremental
increase in the number of children who have
died as a result of the stifling closures and
continuous curfews imposed on Palestinian
areas by Israeli forces. Thirteen children have
died as a result of closure since the start of
the al-Aqsa Intifada to end-2002, equivalent
to 3% of total deaths. In 2000, one child died
as a result of this policy, increasing to 3
children in 2001 and 9 children in 2002.
v) Victims of Landmines
and Unexploded Ordnance:
There has been an increase in the number
of children killed as a result of landmine
explosions and unexploded ordnance,
outside minefields and military training
grounds (including areas where there have
been armed clashes between Israeli and
Palestinians and areas and locations taken
over by Israeli forces).
From the start of the Intifada to end-2002,
19 children have died as a result of
unexploded ordnance left behind by Israeli
troops, equivalent to 5% of total deaths in
this period. Within this, seven children were
killed in 2001, representing 7% of total
deaths, and a further 12 children in 2002,
representing 6% of total deaths.

vi) Victims of House
Demolitions:
Article 147 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention states that “the extensive

destruction and appropriation of property,
not justified by military necessity and
carried
out
unlawfully
and
wantonly…(represents) a grave breach.”
In 2002, rising numbers of house
demolitions, either to clear a secure path
for Israeli forces or to punish families of
“terrorists,” have not only led to
homelessness for the victims, but
sometimes death. For the first time, 2002
witnessed five Palestinian child deaths in
these circumstances, equivalent to 3% of
total child fatalities in 2002 or 1% of
fatalities over the course of the Intifada. The
excessive use of force or the failure to
ensure that occupants have left the property
was the principal reason for these casualties.
One such case was the family of Samir
Sha’by, who was living with members of
his family in the old city of Nablus. The
household included Samir, his wife who
was 7-months pregnant and their children,
‘Abdullah Samir Sha’by (8), ‘Uzzam Samir
Sha’by (6), Anis Samir Sha’by (3). On 20
April 2002, after Israeli troops had entered
the city of Nablus, they began destroying
houses in the old city to enable bulldozers
and transporters to enter into the alleys and
streets of the city. This resulted in the
demolition of the home on top of all of its
occupants, claiming the lives of the whole
Sha’by family.

vii) Victims in Places that
Should Be Safe:
In 2002, the number of children killed in
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or around their homes reached 65,
constituting 34% of total deaths. Moreover,
85 children were killed on the way to or
from school or when they were carrying out
personal or family errands, equivalent to
44% of all child fatalities.

viii) Victims of Various
Other Attacks:
DCI has documented 76 child deaths from
the start of the Intifada to end-2002 as a
result of various other attacks by Israeli
forces, outside the context of clashes. This

is equivalent to 20% of total deaths
throughout this period, and includes 9
children in 2000 (from September 28 to end
year) or 10% of total deaths, rising to 17
deaths or 17% of total deaths in 2001, and
50 deaths or 26% of deaths in 2002.

Breakdown of Palestinian Child Deaths according to Age:

Age Group
2000*
No.

2001
%

Total

%

No.

%

No.

%

0-8 years

4

4.26

13

13.27

50

26.04

67

17.45

9-12 years

9

9.57

21

21.43

33

17.19

63

16.41

13-15 years

34

36.17

31

31.63

62

32.29

127

33.07

16-17 years

47

50

33

33.67

47

24.48

127

33.07

Total

94

100%

98

100%

192

100%

384

100%

Source DCI

Deaths of Younger Children
Continue to Rise
DCI-PS statistics show that there has been a continuing rise
in deaths among younger children. From the start of the
Intifada to end-2002, 130 children or 34% of all deaths, were
in the age category 0-13. This includes 13 children in 2000,
34 children in 2001 and 83 children in 2002, or 43% of total
child fatalities in this year.
In addition, the number of children under nine who have been
killed has continued to rise throughout the Intifada, totaling
67 by end-2002, equivalent to 17% of total child fatalities in
this period. This includes 4 deaths in the last three months of
2000, rising more then threefold to 13 deaths in 2001 and
quadrupling in 2002 to 50 deaths.
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Types of Weapons Involved in Child Palestinian Deaths:

Type of Weapon/
Period of Time

2002
No.

2001
%

2000 (from 28.9)

Total

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

Live bullets

69

35.94

48

48.98

66

70.21

183

47.66

Exploding bullets

12

6.25

7

7.14

14

14.89

33

8.59

Heavy Artillery

31

16.15

9

9.18

0

0

40

10.42

Tank Shells and Shrapnel

17

8.85

3

3.06

0

0

20

5.21

Missiles/ Shrapnel or

20

10.42

8

8.16

3

3.19

31

8.07

Gas

4

2.08

0

0

2

2.13

6

1.56

Closure

9

4.69

3

3.06

1

1.07

13

3.39

Grenade (Energia)

1

0.52

0

0

0

0

1

0.26

More than One

5

2.60

6

6.12

0

0

11

2.86

UXOs

12

6.25

7

7.14

0

0

19

4.96

Vehicular Manslaughter

3

1.56

0

0

2

2.13

5

1.30

House Demolition

5

2.60

0

0

0

0

5

1.30

Rubber Coated Steel Bullets

0

0

0

0

3

3.19

3

0.78

Bullet Shrapnel

1

0.52

1

1.02

3

3.19

5

1.30

Bomb/Shrapnel

0

0

5

5.10

0

0

5

1.30

Beaten to Death

1

0.52

0

0

0

0

1

0.26

Other

2

1.04

1

1.02

0

0

3

0.78

Total

192

100

98

1000

94

100

384

100

Surface-to-Surface ‘Missiles

Source DCI

As mentioned, Israeli occupying forces
have used F-16 jets, Apaches, tank shells,
heavy artillery and exploding bullets in their
attacks on civilian areas and on civilians
themselves. These weapons are all
considered to be suitable for war and for
repelling military attacks on the battlefield.
However, Israeli forces use these weapons
on numerous occasions in civilian areas,

particularly during assassination attempts
and extra-legal killings of Palestinian
activists, such as Salah Shihada.
It is clear from the data in the above table
that Israel is using more violent methods
against the Palestinian population as
evidenced by the continuing increase in the
number of children killed by exploding

bullets, heavy artillery, tank shells and
missiles. In 2002, 80 children were killed
by this type of weaponry, representing 42%
of total deaths, compared with 27 or 28%
of total child deaths in 2001 and 17 deaths
in the last three months of 2000, equivalent
to 18% of deaths in this period.
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Distribution of Child Deaths According to Location of Injury:

Body Part
2002
No.

2001
%

2000

Total

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

Head

41

21.35

29

29.59

37

39.36

107

27.86

Neck

5

2.60

2

2.04

1

1.06

8

2.08

Eyes

3

1.56

0

0

4

4.26

7

1.82

Chest

24

12.50

20

20.41

31

32.98

75

19.54

Back

8

4.17

4

4.08

2

2.13

14

3.65

Abdomen

7

3.65

5

5.10

2

2.13

14

3.65

Waist

6

3.13

2

2.04

1

1.06

9

2.34

Pelvis Area

2

1.04

2

2.04

0

0

4

1.04

More than one place

82

42.71

31

31.63

13

13.83

126

32.81

Suffocation

5

2.60

0

0

2

2.13

7

1.82

Closure

9

4.69

30

3.07

1

1.06

13

3.39

Total

192

100

98

100

94

100

384

100

Source DCI

B
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As this table shows, children are frequently
being hit in the upper body, which suggests
that Israeli troops are following a policy of
shoot-to-kill. From the start of the Intifada
to end-2002, 55% of total child deaths (211
children) were caused by attacks to the
upper body and 30% of deaths (114

children) were caused by head injuries.
It is also apparent that Israeli troops are
using more force in a less targeted manner
given the sharp rise in fatal injuries to more
than one part of the body in 2002. From the
start of the Intifada to end-2002, 126
children (33%) were fatally injured as a
result of attacks on more than one part of

the body. In the last three months of 2000,
13 children died as a result of injuries to
more than one part of the body, rising to 31
children in 2001, before a dramatic increase
in 2002, to 82 children, or 43% of total
fatalities.

Child Injuries
DCI-Palestine has registered 2,524 injuries
among children at the hands of Israeli
occupying forces or settlers in 2002. It is
certain that the actual number of injuries is
far greater, but Israeli policies including

incursions, bombings and closures have
prevented us from reaching all the cases.
From an analysis of DCI cases, it is clear
that injuries have been inflicted across all
areas of the West Bank and Gaza strip.

However, casualty ‘hot spots’ include Gaza,
25% of the total, Hebron (19%) and Nablus
(25%). DCI cases can be analyzed in the
following way:

DCI/PS
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Distribution of Injured Children according to Age:
Age

Number

Percentage

8 and under
9-12
13-15
16-17
Total

403
584
830
707
2524

15.97
23.14
32.88
28.01
100

Source DCI

Children across all age ranges have been vulnerable to injury by Israeli
forces in 2002, including the youngest age group of 0-8, who represent
16% of casualties. Meanwhile, the age range 13-15 witnessed the
highest rate of casualties in 2002.
Location of Child Injuries, 2002:
Location/Type of Injury

Number

Percentage

More than one place
Head
Chest
Back
Eyes
Neck
Abdomen
Limbs
Pelvis
Suffocation
Bruising
Nervous Breakdown
Total

502
339
59
67
72
22
55
906
21
89
340
52
2524

19.89
13.43
2.33
2.65
2.85
0.87
2.18
35.90
0.83
3.53
13.47
2.06
100%

Source DCI

From the above table, we can identify a number of trends relating to
Israeli violations of Palestinian children’s rights:
Israeli forces are using increased force to suppress Palestinian
civilians, including children; this is clear through the number of
cases where injuries have been inflicted on more than one part of
the body, i.e. 502, or 20% of total documented cases.
Israeli forces follow a shoot-to-kill policy, even in civilian areas;
339 child injuries were to the head, while 559 injuries were to the
upper body, or 22% of the total.

23

T

The Documentation Unit

The Jenin Camp
Invasion

The Right to Adequate Housing

At dawn on the 3 April 2003, Israeli troops
transformed Jenin refugee camp into a
scene of bloody battles between Israeli
troops and Palestinian opposition forces,
following continuing allegations in the
Israeli media that the camp was a “nest of
terrorists and a departure point for suicide
bombers.ò The Israeli Chief of General
Staff himself oversaw this operation, which
saw the use of warplanes, tanks, heavy
artillery and bulldozers.

The demolition of homes in the Jenin
Camp was part of a general policy of house
demolitions followed by Israeli forces
which represents a grave breach of Article
147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention
regarding the destruction of property
without military justification. It also
contravenes Article 27 of the UN CRC
regarding the right to adequate housing.
In addition to the 5 deaths mentioned
previously, at least 1,297 children were
deprived of their right to adequate housing
in 2002 due to this policy. From a sample
of 1,035 cases, we can determine that the

Tens of Palestinians died in this operation,
and entire residential areas were destroyed
leading to the expulsion of hundreds of
Palestinian families into surrounding
villages. One of the results was the death
of three children during the incursion and a
fourth after the end of the operation, as a
result of unexploded ordnance left behind
by the Israeli army.
In the course of this attack, Israeli forces
dug up and destroyed many civilian houses
in the camp in order to create access routes
and paths for tanks and Israeli military
machinery. They also worked to open
corridors through other homes in order to
safely transport troops inside the camp. The
result of this operation was the destruction
of 150 buildings, that is to say more than
one apartment was completely destroyed.
In addition, 80 homes were partially
destroyed and 60 other homes were burnt.
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youngest age groups (0-8) and (9-12) were
disproportionately affected by this illegal
form of collective punishment.

Ages of Children Deprived of Housing in
2002: Source DCI Sample (1,035 cases)
Age Range

Number

Percentage

0-8

460

44.44

9-12

279

26.96

13-15

189

18.26

16-17

107

10.34
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The Right to
Education
All international treaties and agreements
relating to human rights view an individual’s
right to education as one of the fundamental
rights, including the UN CRC which notes in
Article 28 that “states parties recognize the
right of the child to education.ò In addition,
education is regarded as an important way to
educate and build respect for human rights in
general, such that Article 26 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights declares that
education “shall be directed to the full
development of the human personality and to
the strengthening of respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms.ò However, at a
time when international society has resolved
to raise children in a spirit of understanding,
peace, tolerance, freedom and equality, the
right of the Palestinian child to education has
been subjected to various violations on a
continuous and systematic basis. Meanwhile
that same international community has
remained silent about Israel’s obligations to
implement these treaties, which it adheres to
in principal, rather than in practice.
Statistics from the Palestinian Ministry of
Education show that 290 students have been
killed from the start of the Intifada to 23/12/
2002, representing 77% of the 378 child
fatalities recorded by DCI in the same period.
A large number of those students have been
killed on their way to or from school or when
they are actually at school. The Palestinian
Education Ministry also indicates that 2,753

students have been injured from the start of
the Intifada to 23/12/2002, some of them
severely, leading to permanent disabilities.
Some of the most serious Israeli violations
to the right to education, as documented and
monitored by DCI, can be presented as
follows:
Curfews, Restrictions on Movement
and Closures: Israeli occupying forces
have imposed strict closures on Palestinian
areas and closed main roads and secondary
roads using concrete and earth or military
checkpoints, all of which have had
repercussions on education, preventing
thousands of students and teachers from
reaching their schools. During the Israeli
reoccupation of Palestinian areas from 29
March 2002, Education Ministry statistics
indicate that there was a complete halt to
education in 850 West Bank schools for 22
days continuously.
The education process was also halted in other
Palestinian areas for varying lengths of time,
due to the policy of collective punishment
adopted by Israeli occupying forces, including
curfews, movement restrictions, & continuous
closures. Education Ministry statistics indicate
that 28 schools in the old city of Hebron were
affected by the movement restrictions in 2002.

Transformation of Schools into
Military Bases: Another policy adopted by
Israeli occupation forces has been the
transformation of West Bank schools into
military bases; this means that instead of
classrooms being centers for mutual
understanding and equality and
playgrounds being oases of peace and
justice, Israeli troops have transformed
those classrooms into detention centers
where they practice torture and
mistreatment on Palestinian people,
including scores of children under 18.
Meanwhile, playgrounds have been turned
into parking spots for Israeli tanks and
military vehicles.
Israeli forces have followed this policy
since the start of the Intifada, but the
practice increased and became more
barbaric during the reoccupation of
Palestinian territories. In 2002, 18 schools
in various parts of the West Bank were
transformed into military bases for varying
lengths of time. Three schools in the Old
City of Hebron are still under the control
of Israeli forces and have been since
September 2001, preventing 1,920 students
from reaching their school. These schools
are al-Ma’arif boys primary school, Jawhar
girls primary school and Usama bin
Munfidh primary school for girls.
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The following table lists the schools that have been turned into military bases, and the length of time under Israeli military control.
Palestinian Schools Used as Israeli Military Bases in 2002:
School

District

Date of attack

Al-Bireh Al Jadeda School
Tulkarem Camp School for Girls
Al Ma’arif Primary School for Boys
Jawhar Primary School for Girls
Usama Bin Munqidh Primary School for Girls
Balata Camp Preparatory School for Boys
Al-Bireh Al-Jadeda School
Lutherian Al-Jadida School
Ramallah Secondary School
Bethlehem B Girls Primary School
Jamal Abd Al Nasser Secondary School for Girls
Abd Al Latif Hawash Secondary School
Al Haja Rushda Secondary School for Girls
Abd Al Raheem Mahmoud School for Girls
Zhafer Al Masri Secondary School for Boys
Abd Al Mugith Al Ansari School
Bethlehem A Girls Primary School
Al Am’ari Primary School for Boys
Bethlehem B Girls Primary School

Ramallah
Tulkarem
Hebron
Hebron
Hebron
Nablus
Ramallah
Bethlehem
Ramallah
Bethlehem
Nablus
Nablus
Nablus
Nablus
Nablus
Nablus
Bethlehem
Ramallah
Bethlehem

14-3-2002
10-3-2002
30-9-2001 ongoing
30-9-2001 ongoing
30-9-2001 ongoing
20-2-2002
12-3-2002
8-3-2002
12-3-2002
2-4-2002
3-4-2002
3-4-2002
3-4-2002
3-4-2002
20-4-2002
3-4-2002
2-4-2002
12-3-2002
11-5-2002

Source DCI

Shelling of Schools: One of the most obvious infringements of Palestinian children’s right to education has been the random shelling
and attack of schools with various types of military artillery.
During 2002, DCI documented 33 Palestinian schools that were subjected to random fire by Israeli troops. A number of school buildings
have suffered severe damage in these attacks to the extent that they have still not been repaired. In addition, scarce school resources and
property including laboratories, computers, libraries and files, have been damaged.
Schools subjected to Israeli fire in 2002:
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School

District

Date of attack

Hayel ‘Abd al-Hamid Secondary
Bait Hanun Secondary for Girls
‘Abd al-Latif Hawash
‘Abd al-Mughith al-Ansari
Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasser
Um al-Qura Mixed Primary
‘Uqba Bin Nafiß al-‘Ulya

Gaza
Gaza
Nablus
Nablus
Nablus
Gaza
Gaza

10/9/2002
10/9/2002
15/11/2002
16/11/2002
16/11/2002
18/11/2002
24/11/2002
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‘Id al-Agha -Mixed school
‘Abd al-Qader al-Ulya
‘Ayeda Camp for Girls UNWRA
Ashbila Primary for Girls
Ashbila Primary for Girls
Al-Adawiya Secondary for Girls
Al-Adawiya Secondary for Girls
Acre Secondary
Al-Bira Al-Jadida Secondary
Al-Shahid Ra’id School and Nursery
Jabaliya Primary for Girls
Ruq’a Girls Secondary
Gaza Mixed Elementary (A+B) UNWRA
Al-Zaitun Preparatory for Boys
Al-Ramal Preparatory for Girls
Kamal Nasser Secondary for Girls
Kamal Nasser Secondary for Girls
Ruq’a Girls Secondary
Silat al-Zhuhr School
Al-Nur School and Center for Blind Children/UNRWA
Al-Amal School for the Disabled
Irtas Secondary
Jabaliya Lower Primary for Girls
Al-Rafa’i Primary for Boys
Hawa Girls Secondary
Hawa Girls Secondary

Gaza
Gaza
Bethlehem
Tulkarem
Tulkarem
Tulkarem
Tulkarem
Gaza
Ramallah
Gaza
Gaza
Hebron
Gaza
Gaza
Gaza
Gaza
Gaza
Hebron
Jenin
Gaza
Jenin
Bethlehem
Gaza
Gaza
Hebron
Hebron

10/12/2002
9/10/2002
2/3/2002
17/1/2002
26/1/2002
17/1/2002
26/1/2002
24/1/2002
1/1/2002
11/2/2002
11/2/2002
10/3/2002
20/2/2002
20/2/2002
20/2/2002
5/3/2002
3/5/2002
12/3/2002
5/3/2002
5/3/2002
3/3/2002
10/3/2002
12/3/2002
12/3/2002
27/2/2002
12/3/2002

Source DCI

In a further attack on Palestinian children‘s right to education, a
Jewish extremist group planted three hidden explosive devises in
the playground of Sur Bahir school on March 5 2002, one of which
exploded, injuring 10 students and a teacher.
In another incident on September 17, a canister in the playground
of Zif elementary school exploded in the area set aside for drinking
water, causing injuries to 11 pupils, aged between 6 and 14 years
old. Two other canisters were dismantled. These aggressive
actions threatened the lives of 414 pupils in this school.
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I ntroduction: Despite some of the

appalling human rights violations afflicted
on the Palestinian population in 2001, the
year 2002 witnessed a rapid increase in the
violation of Palestinian rights in general, and
children in particular, as Israeli troops
reoccupied many Palestinian cities. These
violations were witnessed at all levels,
including the killing and maiming of
Palestinian civilians by Israeli soldiers and
settlers, and the increase in repressive
measures and sanctions experienced by the
population in general.

Some of the worst violations took place
during the Israeli invasion and reoccupation
of Palestinian cities classified as “A” areas
from March 2002. Deaths, mass detentions,
collective punishment and torture
accompanied these events, and children
were not spared in the onslaught.
Harsher general treatment was backed up
by increasingly repressive legal measures.
A key development was the sharp rise in
administrative detention orders, a relic of
the British Emergency Laws of 1945. This
allows for detention of up to 6 months,
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without trial or specific charges. For the first
time, this law was also applied on a
widespread basis against children. In 2002,
DCI followed-up 32 cases of juvenile
administrative detainees aged 15-17, who
were detained for periods of 3 months and
above. Another blow to human rights was
the promulgation of military order 1500,
which enables Israeli soldiers to detain any
Palestinian, adult or child, for a period of
18 days, without a court appearance or legal
consultation. This period can be extended
by the local military commander.
The wave of arrests accompanying the
reoccupation stretched the resources of
traditional detention facilities and Israeli
forces transformed schools and public areas
into temporary interrogation and detention
centers. Rather than releasing the detainees,
the Israeli authorities opened new detention
centers, including those at Ofer, near
Ramallah and Ketziot, in the Negev desert.
Ketziot was first opened in 1988, but closed
after the Oslo accords. Then, as now, it is
infamous for its harsh conditions. Both of
these facilities house thousands of
Palestinian detainees, the majority of whom

are held under administrative detention
orders. Moreover, juveniles aged 16-18
years old are detained in these prisons and
treated as adults, even though international
law considers them to be children,
deserving of extra rights and protection.
In addition to this, the Israeli authorities
implemented a series of collective sanctions
against the Palestinian people. This
included policies of closure, restrictions on
movement between cities and curfews.
Sometimes, curfews exceeded several
months, as in Jenin, Nablus, and Hebron,
making it impossible for Palestinians to
carry on daily life. It also made it hard for
organizations to monitor human rights
violations and provide services.
Most of these measures represent clear
violations of international law,
including the fourth Geneva
Convention, the Declaration of Human
Rights and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. Their use
demonstrates that Israel is a state that
frequently flouts international law,
without being held to account.
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Within these difficult circumstances, the DCI Legal Program continued its mission to defend the rights of Palestinian children and give them
the necessary protection, using both in-house and external lawyers. Lawyers with Israeli IDs were used to represent detainees before Israeli
courts and official departments. Palestinian lawyers, like any other Palestinian, face restrictions on movement, particularly inside Israel.

Program Aims: The legal program aims to protect Palestinian children and to defend their rights before the Israeli courts, in the
following ways:

a. Provide legal representation for Palestinian children (under 18 years of age) who have been imprisoned by the Israeli military authorities.
b. Raise cases and follow-up the arbitrary arrests of children, or unjust practices against them in the process of arrest, court appearance,
or imprisonment.

c. Raise cases in the Israeli High Courts relating to the trial of children in Israeli courts in order to improve children‘s prison conditions and
practices/procedures in court hearings.

d. Visit imprisoned children in Israeli jails to provide necessary services, to the greatest extent possible. Also, provide psychological
support to child detainees, particularly those whose families cannot visit them
e. Represent children who have been injured by the Israeli authorities to obtain compensation for their injuries.
f. Represent Palestinian children who have served two-thirds of their sentence, to request parole from the relevant Israeli prison committee.
g. Represent children who have been placed in administrative detention (imprisonment without trial) in front of pertinent courts to
request their release.
h. Provide legal counsel to children and their families regarding their rights during trial and imprisonment.
i. Devote special attention to the arrest and imprisonment of girl-children and follow up on their condition.
j. Provide referrals for ex-prisoners and their families to organizations and professionals able to offer counseling and other necessary
post-detention services, in coordination with local GO’s and NGO’s.
k. Follow-up complaints filed by the families of children with regard to child rights violations; including the right to life, education,
housing and health, by referring them to relevant organizations.
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Activities: The legal department was active in the following ways through 2002:
A Juvenile Lawsuits: Child detention continued in-line with other repressive policies in the OPT, reaching a peak during the reoccupation of
Palestinian “A” cities. The number of juvenile detainees exceeded 750 in 2002, compared with 650 in 2001. Most children were released after
18 days, according to military order 1500 of 27/3/2002.
The DCI Legal Program followed up 272 lawsuits in 2002. Of this, 247 lawsuits were closed or completed. The following table demonstrates
the breakdown of cases by type:
Distribution of DCI Cases by Type, 2002
Type of Case

Number

Percentage

Lawsuits before the Israeli Courts
Administrative Detention
Two Thirds Sentence - (Shleish) Lawsuits
Appeal Cases
Transfer to Suitable Prisons
Follow-on Regarding Detention
Conditions
Release on Bail
Recovery of Bail
Others
Total

133
32
11
9
24
33

48.9%
11.8%
4.0%
3.3%
8.8%
12.1%

19
6
5
272

7.0%
2.2%
1.8%
100%

Source DCI

The previous table indicates the following:
1- There has been an increase in the number of lawsuits taken by DCI in 2002,
at 272 compared with 183 in 2001.
2- There has been a notable increase in the number of administrative detention
cases this year, at 32 compared with 2 in 2001.
3- There has been a decrease in the number of the shleish (two thirds of sentence
served) lawsuits in 2002. The main reason is that the prison administration is
not informing lawyers about these hearings. In addition, decisions are often
negative for Palestinian detainees, although Israeli criminal detainees are
often released early.
4- Arresting detainees, including juveniles, in interrogation centers is still
common, despite the large number of lawsuits against this practice. There
were a similar number of arrests in these circumstances as last year.
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The geographical distribution of 2002 DCI
cases:
Area

Number

Percentage

Jenin

22

8.1%

Nablus

33

12.1%

Tulkarem/

21

7.7%

Ramallah

53

19.5%

Jerusalem

41

15.1%

Bethlehem

15

5.5%

Hebron

87

32%

Total

272

100%

Qalqelia

The table indicates the following:
i- There has been a noticeable increase in
the number of lawsuits in the Northern
West Bank, from 10% in 2001 to 28% in
2002.
ii- There has been a slight increase in the
number of cases from Ramallah &
Jerusalem, from 29% in 2001 to 35% in
2002.
Distribution of DCI Cases in 2002 according to Age:
Age

Number (2002)

2002 %

2001 %

13- 14
15- 16
17 and less than 18
Total

60
82
130
272

22.1%
30.1%
47.8%

16.94%
43.17%
39.89%

100%

100%

The table indicates the following:
i- Increase in the number of juvenile detainees aged 13- 14, compared with 2001
ii- Noticeable increase in the percentage of detainees aged 17. Most of these were accused of more than stone throwing.
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Distribution of Cases According to Sentencing:
The following table is limited to cases held in the various Israeli military courts; including the first class military courts, military appeal courts,
administrative detention courts, and the various detention extension courts. Consequently, we mention just 149 cases out of the total 272.
Distribution of DCI Cases According to Sentencing:
Detention Period

Number

2002 %

2001 %

One month and less
1- 6 Months
6 Months- One year
1- 3 Years
Three years and more
Total

15
43
46
28
17
149

10.1%
28.9%
30.9%
18.8%
11.4%
100%

20%
15%
49%
16%
0%
100%

The table illustrates the following:
i- The percentage of detainees released after less than a month decreased from 20% in the year 2001 to 10%.
ii- There has been an increase in the number of the detainees sentenced to six months and less, most of them charged with stonethrowing.
iii- There has been a decrease in sentences between 6-12 months, at the same time as sentences over 1 year have increased sharply.
iv- The longest sentences of over 3 years were not used at all in 2001, but 17 children were sentenced to between 5-10 years in 2002.
B
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Improving the Conditions of Child
Detainees:The Israeli prison administration
continues repressive measures against
Palestinian detainees, in both old and new
detention and interrogation centers. During
this year, the Israeli authorities reopened
Ofer Prison near Ramallah and Ansar 3
(Ketziot) in the desert, in addition to opening
new detention and interrogation centers
throughout the West Bank, to cope with the
increased number of detainees. DCI Legal
Program monitored detention conditions
across the OPT and presented 24 lawsuits
to transfer juvenile detainees from the worst
of these centers to more suitable facilities.
This compares with 21 cases in 2001.
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Detention and Interrogation Centers:
There are 10 such centers located in the West
Bank and inside the Green Line. Four of
these centers are supervised by the General
Intelligence Services (Maskobeyya, Jalama,
Ashkelon and Petah Teqwa), while the rest
are supervised by the Israeli army and police.
These centers are the first holding point
where detainees are interrogated after their
arrest. Files are then transferred to the court
and the military prosecution, who may issue
an order to extend the interrogation period.
The centers are administrated by the army
and military police which means treatment
is often tough. The soldiers used to force
juvenile detainees to perform military
salutes, or face punishment. Meanwhile,
there have been cases where soldiers have
raided facilities and attacked detainees
using teargas, batons and other weapons.

not allowed and lawyers have a hard time
reaching prisoners. Despite the obstacles,
DCI managed to visit these centers 27 times
during the year.

After legal procedures or trial, juvenile
detainees are transferred to two kinds
of prisons; military prisons or central
prisons:
Military Prisons:
These prisons are supervised by the army
and administered by the military police.

Until 2002, Megiddo was the only military
prison where juveniles were detained.
However, after the reoccupation of
Palestinian cities and the corresponding
arrest campaigns, the military authorities
reopened Ofer prison near Ramallah and
Ansar 3 (Ketziot) in the Negev.
Detainees aged 16 years and over are held
in these prisons, with no recognition of their
legal status as children. There are no
standards governing the transfer of
detainees to these prisons except for Ansar
3, where “convicted” and administrative
detainees are held:

These centers are prepared to function as
temporary detention centers and so, despite
the absence of a legal text about the period
of interrogation, it shouldn’t exceed two
weeks. The most notable case in 2002 was
that of two brothers from the Jerusalem area,
aged 14 and 15 years, who were detained in
Beit El for more than three months. Because
the centers are meant to be temporary, there
are no facilities for sport, reading or even
clothing. Moreover, there are no special
provisions for children below 16 and 16-18
year olds are dealt with as adults.
Since the centers are located in military
camps and or settlements, family access is
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Megiddo Prison is located at Megiddo
Junction inside Israel. It was first opened
in 1988 at the start of the first intifada. The
prison consists of five units, each consisting
of several rooms and tents. In 2002, there
was an average 1000 detainees, of whom
80-120 were aged 16-18. As in other
prisons, family visits have not been allowed
since the start of the Intifada, resulting in a
serious lack of food and clothing. Detainees
are dealt with harshly, facing physical
attacks, beatings and tear gas raids. As a
result some prisoners have been transferred
to hospital.
Adults and juveniles are held together
without respect to childrensß particular
needs. Juveniles in this prison do not receive
adequate education. They are only allowed
to sit the Tawjihi Exams. Medical treatment
in this prison is limited to painkillers. Only
under very special circumstances and after
repeated requests, are some cases
transferred to hospital.
One of the most serious problems inside this
prison is the lack of proper protection
against the weather, and particularly rain
which runs into the tents. The detainees
complain about the lack of adequate winter
clothes and the prison administration
refuses to provide any kind of heating.
Ofer Prison was opened in 1988 during
the first Intifada, but closed after several
months. After this year’s reoccupation of
Palestinian cities, it was reopened in April
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2002. The prison is located in an Israeli
military camp, southwest of Ramallah, and
consists of ten units surrounded by barbed
wire and separated from each other. Each
unit is made up of five tents, each housing
20-25 detainees. Through 2002, Ofer has
hosted an average 700- 900 detainees, most
of whom are under administrative
detention. Over 2002, there have been 20
to 40 juveniles (16-18 years old) and 10
children (14-16 years old) detained in a
special department. After several
complaints by the detainees in Ofer and by
DCI, those younger children were
transferred to Telmond Prison.
The prison was previously used as a
garage, and has been overwhelmed by the
number of inmates, such that many were
put in barracks where they slept without
cover. This unbearable situation lasted
several days. Gradually, after several
protests by the detainees, the situation
improved slightly.
However, routines and treatment at the
prison remain extremely degrading and
harsh. Initially, detainees were counted
three times a day in an insulting and
provoking way and often beaten during the
process. At a later stage, the administration
changed its behavior towards the detainees
and they are now being counted in a more
humane way. As in other military prisons,
families are not allowed to visit the
detainees, even Jerusalem residents. As a
result, detainees are deprived of clothing,

food and other necessities that families
would usually bring.
The administration does not accord any
special treatment to children and they are
kept in the same tents as adults. Initially, they
did not receive any education, but following
complaints by DCI and other organizations,
they were able to sit the 2002 Tawjihi exams.
NGO’s provided the detainees with the
necessary books and stationary for the
exams. In total, seventy detainees sat the
Tawjihi exams, including 20 children.
Ketziot Prison (Ansar 3) is located in
the Negev desert around 5km from the
Egyptian border. It was first opened in 1988
during the first Intifada, closed after the
Oslo Agreements, and reopened in April
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2002 after ‘Operation Defensive Shield’.
The prison is located inside an Israeli
military camp and consists of five separate
units surrounded by barbed wire. There are
about one thousand detainees in this
facility, most of them under administrative
detention. This included between 40-60
juveniles over 2002, including child
administrative detainees.
Prison circumstances are extremely harsh,
with shortages of food , clothes and medical
care. Treatment by the authorities is often
inhumane; cells are raided on a regular
basis, personal belongings confiscated and,
on occasion, there are body searches. If
detainees protest, they are beaten or
attacked with tear gas or put in solitary
confinement.

Families are barred from visiting this prison
and therefore the detainees suffer from a
lack of adequate winter clothing and
blankets, which is particularly hard in the
desert winter nights. There is no education
provided for the children and no school
books, although children are allowed to sit
for the Tawjihi Exams. This means that
children have to learn from each other, or
from adult detainees.
The Central Prisons:
These prisons are under the control of the
prison authority, part of the Israeli Interior
Security Ministry, and administered by a
prison police force. The prisons are located
in Israel, and include two prisons for child
detainees; Hasharon for boys and Ramle
for girls.
Hasharon Prison (Telmond) is primarily
for adult Israeli criminal detainees.
However, there is a special department for
Palestinian child detainees. In the year
2002, the number of the children ranged
between 65 and 70, aged 14-18.
During this year, the detainees have been
subjected to three raids, where batons and
tear gas were used. In addition, new forms
of punishment have been introduced,
including monetary fines, which often mean
that prisoners lack money for food in the
canteen. When an individual does not have
enough money, the other detainees are
forced to pay for him. As in other prisons,
West Bank families are barred from visiting

the detainees, only Jerusalem ID holders are
allowed to visit. Consequently, the
detainees lack adequate food, clothes and
family support.
Meanwhile, education is poor despite the
Central Court ruling in 1997 which
recognized the detaineesß right to education.
There is only one teacher for all the
detainees and they are taught only three
subjects, without books or stationery. The
teacher faces serious harassment while
trying to enter the prison and he is
sometimes denied entrance.
In addition, the administration often refuses
to recognize the elected representative of
the detainees. This representative is often
punished and subjected to beating and
isolation. The five detainees who are injured
do not receive adequate medical treatment.
Ramle Prison (Neve Tertze) is primarily
for Israeli female criminal detainees. In the
last few years, the authorities have assigned
several rooms to Palestinian female child
and adult detainees. There were between 15
and 40 Palestinian detainees in this prison
through 2002, including 9 girls aged 14-17.
Child and adult detainees are held together,
without provision for childrensß needs.
As in Telmond, the prison administration
does not recognize the elected
representative of the detainees. Over the
year 2002, detainees have been attacked by
the prison guards using tear gas, beaten and
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punished with solitary confinement. The detainees are deprived of all kinds of education, despite the Israeli Central Court ruling on this.
Since the beginning of the Intifada, detainees are prohibited from contacting the outside world or receiving family visits (except
Jerusalem ID holders), which leaves them short of clothes, food and money.
The following table gives details of DCI visits to various prisons and interrogation centers
over 2002.

C

Detention Facility

Number of Visits

Number of visited detainees

Interrogation Centers
Ramle Prison
Telmond
Ofeq Hasharon
Megiddo
Ofer
Ketziot (Ansar 3)
Total

27
12
14
6
10
7
5
81

62
34
53
11
27
48
46
281

Monitoring and Following up Incidents
of Child Torture: In 2002, there was a
notable increase in the use of physical and
psychological torture against detainees in
order to obtain information, despite Israel’s
participation in international agreements
against its use, including the International
Convention against Torture and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, as
well as an Israeli Supreme Court ruling to
stop the use of four kinds of ‘interrogation
techniques’.
Based on affidavits, it appears that a
principal feature of 2002 was the determined
use of physical and psychological torture on
child detainees. This was especially common
inside interrogation centers and during
transfers between prisons. In most cases
torture is used to extract confessions, one
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notable case was the child who was
pressured to confess to throwing stones at
Israeli soldiers 200 times.
Torture is not just outright physical abuse,
but in many cases psychological. More than
80% of child detainees in 2002 were arrested
from their homes, mainly during the night.
The soldiers immediately blindfold the child
and handcuff him. This kind of arrest
represents a clear violation of the Convention
against Torture as well as the Convention on
the Rights of the Child. The occupation force
could easily ask families to bring their
children to local Police Stations, given the
reoccupation of all Palestinian cities.
After arrest, the child detainee is immediately
transferred to an investigation center where
many basic human rights are violated. Here,
children are often tied to chairs and sometimes

There were other cases when DCI lawyers
tried to visit prisons or detention centers,
but were prevented by the authorities.
Harassment and delays are common to all
facilities, although visits have also been
cancelled on the grounds of “emergency
situations,” lawyer prevention orders and
unannounced detainee transfers.

severely beaten. The worst centers are those
administrated by the General Intelligence
Services (Shabak), including Ashkelon, Petah
Teqwa, Jalama, and Maskobeyya.
Here is one particularly horrific example
of Israeli torture as experienced by a 16 year
old who gave a sworn statement to DCI
about his treatment:
Samir (not his real name) is the son of a
large family, where the father is the main
breadwinner. However, due to financial
constraints, Samir was forced to drop
school and start working in a shoe factory
in order to help support the family. Early
one morning, when he was on his way to
work, soldiers at a checkpoint in the old
city of Hebron stopped him and asked him
to show his identity card. Because he is a
child below the legal age, he has not been
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issued with an identity card yet and so he
gave them his birth certificate. The
soldiers immediately took him to a nearby
military site, pretending that he was
“wanted.ò The soldiers beat him all over
his body until he fell down. Then they
handcuffed and blindfolded him before
throwing him on the floor of a military
jeep. He guesses that there were about 4
soldiers from the number of voices he
heard. While he was on the floor, the
soldiers beat him and trod on him. They
kept cursing and shouting at him and they
threatened to kill or rape him if he didn’t
confess. This lasted about half an hour.
After this, he was taken to an office where
there was a military officer. This person
started interrogating him, asking Samir
to confess that he threw stones and
Molotov cocktails. When Samir refused,
the officer called the soldiers who were
outside the office and they tied his legs
with a rope and hung him from the ceiling
for about 10-15 minutes. During this time,
the soldiers told him to confess, but he
refused. After that, they took him down
and handcuffed his hands in front of him,
and told him to walk and bark like a dog.
When he refused, they beat him further.
After that, they put him in a room and
when they undid his blindfold, he realized
that it was already night. He tried to sleep
but he was unable to do so because of the
extreme pain and the disturbing voices
and shouts of the soldiers.

A survey of 10 questionnaires filled out by juveniles who have been detained, showed that all
of them were subjected to one or more forms of torture. In our experience, children are unlikely
to talk about torture when they are still inside detention facilities, in fear of further interrogation
and mistreatment, which means that they will only usually report their torture after they have
been released.
The results of the survey of 10 juvenile questionnaires are detailed in the following table:
Kind of Torture

Number

Beating

8

Shabeh - Positional Torture

7

Tying hands

9

Blindfolding

8

Sleep Deprivation

6

Toilet Deprivation

5

Threats of Beatings

10

Shouting and Cursing

10

Put in cold conditions

6

Put in hot conditions

3

Using discordant music

2

Source DCI

It is clear from the sample that the use of torture on child detainees is a common experience,
and almost a matter of policy, within the Israeli detention system. The many cases followed
up in the courts have not changed anything and neither the Israeli Supreme Court ruling or
international laws and conventions have been able to eradicate this practice under the
Israeli occupation.
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n 2002, the Training and Social
Mobilization Unit successfully
implemented a number of important
activities directed towards the local
community in general and children in
particular, putting especial focus on girlchildren, those released from prison and
those afflicted with injuries.
Specific activities were undertaken, including
lectures, courses and workshops on child
rights in order to raise awareness, provoke
discussion and encourage the realization of
core rights in the Palestinian context. Above
all, activities were designed to help
demonstrate the practical application of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child to the
daily lives of children, at school, in local
society and in the current political context.
Many of the Unit's activities relied on child
participation and child-to-child methodology
to encourage and strengthen children's
involvement in the learning process and
dissemination of ideas. Activities were also
designed to offer children the opportunity to
utilise their abilities and help them to
discover and develop new skills in a positive
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manner which would advance the child’s own
interests.

deaths as a result of unexploded ordnance,
in the wake of the Israeli invasion.

At the same time, the Unit sought to build
up a cadre of trained adult professionals to
run programmes in their own areas regarding
child rights and issues arising from
children’s exposure to conflict. In some
cases, activities focused on the families and
parents of children who have been negatively
impacted, either psychologically or
physically, by the Intifada.

In this way the Unit sought to fulfil its general
objective to develop children and adults'
knowledge and implementation of child rights
and equip them with the skills and tools that
will encourage them to defend such rights.

However, the Unit was also aware of an
important need to directly address issues
raised by the Israeli occupation and the
violence and uncertainty that have become
a daily feature of many children's lives.
With this in mind, the Unit undertook
specific projects in order to alleviate the
impact of the current crisis in the OPT,
including a crisis management psychosocial
project in areas most affected by the Israeli
invasion, including Jenin, and a mine action
awareness project throughout the
Palestinian territories. The latter was
prompted by the rise in child casualties and

Unit Aims:
a) To develop children’s life skills and
knowledge of their rights under the
Convention on the Rights of the Child
b) To develop a trained, skilled cadre of
teachers, specialists and sectors of local
society that is capable of working with
children in providing training and raising
awareness of their rights
c) To strengthen the role of children by
including them in activities which are
guided by and promote the use of childto-child methodology.
d) To raise social awareness of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and
to promote respect for the concept of such
rights and their authority, acting through
the family, schools and everyday
community life
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Girl Child Development
Palestine Future

Projects
Mine Action Awareness
Crisis Intervention

Girl-Child Development and Palestine Future
Projects
The Training and Social Mobilization Unit undertook a
number of coordinated projects within the girl-child and
capacity building projects in 2002, focusing on various sectors
of the community. A review of the most significant activities
and achievements is set out below:
A

Lectures and Workshops for Children
Subject

Number of
hours

Age group and gender
distribution

Participating
institutions

Number of
beneficiaries

Convention on the Rights of the Child
(general principles)
Workshop on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child
Convention on the Rights of the Child
(general principles)
Workshop on child rights

2

14-16 years (male)

Beit Umar Children’s Club

28 children

4

16 years (female)

Halhul Secondary School

20 students

2

Family Planning and
Protection Society
PICCR

Workshop on child rights

3

16-18 years (11 females and
9 males)
18 years (10 females and 10
males)
12-16 years (females)

20 students (male
and female)
20 students (male
and female)
25 female students

Workshop on child rights

3

Workshop on child rights

5

Workshop on mobilisation and
lobbying skills

5

Total

2

10-14 years (10 females and
15 males)
12-18 years (11 females and
14 males)
14-16 years (females

Al-Aroub Camp Women’s
Club
Beit Umar Summer Camp
Family Planning and
Protection Society
Women’s Technical Affairs
Committee

25 students (male
and female)
25 students (male
and female)
20 female students
183 participants
of both sexes

Section II: Training Courses for Children
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B

Training course on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child:
An intensive training course for girls was
conducted on the Convention on the Rights
of the Child at schools in Qartaba,
Yaacoubia and Yaqtha, including 23 girls.
The 30-hour course covered a number of
issues, with particular emphasis on the
following points:
1. An introduction to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child
2. The historical development of the
Convention
3. An introduction to the articles of the
Convention and the best interests of the
child
4. Ways of making child rights a reality
5. The situation of Palestinian children and
childhood in good and bad times
6. Child participation and moral issues in
the participation process

C
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Advanced training course on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child:
Seventeen male and female children from
the Hebron governate attended this course,
which lasted over 60 hours. It dealt with
issues relating to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child and the mental health
of children. Part of the training focused on
helping children to talk about the problems
which they are subjected to on a daily basis
because of the Israeli occupation. These
include closures, incursions into schools
and homes, the detention of fathers or
children, the targeting of children in

assassination campaigns, child casualties
and fatalities and the demolition of homes.
More general topics included:
The background of the Convention, its
historical development and its articles
Discussion of daily pressures and
unfulfilled needs
The needs of Palestinian children that
have been downgraded into wishes
The lack of mental stability;
psychological pressure and its impact on
social, mental, educational and
behavioural wellbeing
At the conclusion of the training course, the
children carried out a number of
activities, including:
1. Field visits to show solidarity
with the families of child
casualties
2. Visits to hospitals and homes to
show solidarity with wounded
persons
3. Visits to those whose homes have
been demolished
4. Meetings with children who have
been released from detention
In 2002, the Unit organized the following
training courses for adults:
D

Social intervention skills:
This 10-hour course was organized for 25
mothers from Hebron Governate in
cooperation with the Women’s Technical
Affairs Committee. The course focused on

the impact of the current situation of
occupation, suppression, and curfews on
children. The course examined the ways and
means that can be employed to limit and
deal with these events.
E

Child rights:

This course was organized for 11 female
and 6 male nursery school teachers and
volunteers who were nominated by a
number of institutions in the Hebron
Governate. The course covered a number
of the aforementioned aspects of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child over
30 hours of training.
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F

Child rights and mental health:
This course was organized for 17 trainees of both sexes working in the field of mental health in the camps and villages of Hebron
Governate. The course aimed to introduce trainees to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and in particular to the articles that
relate to the mental health of the child. Part of the course also focused on the needs of the Palestinian child in the context of the Intifada
and the ways and means whereby they may be assisted. This training course was conducted with the cooperation of the UNRWA office
in the Hebron Governate.

G

Psychological support for child casualties:
This 30-hour course was organised for 15 mothers of child casualties in the Hebron Governate. The focus was on the needs of
injured children, the psychological and social support with which they must be provided and the role of the family in that respect.
It also introduced the most significant psychological, social and educational effects of injury. The course was provided in the
context of the Intifada.

H

Lectures and workshops for adults:
In 2002, the Unit organized the following lectures and workshops for adults:
Subject

Number
of hours

Age group and
gender distribution

Partner
institutions

Number of
beneficiaries

Five workshops on psychological
support for child casualties

5

Aged over 18 years

UNRWA

Workshop on early marriage

5

Aged over 18 years

Workshop on adolescence and
child rights
Workshop on mobilization and
lobbying skills
Relaxation workshop

10

Workshop on methods of training in child
rights
Two lectures on child rights and mental
health
Workshop on child rights and violence
against children
Lecture on child rights
Workshop on support for child casualties

5
2

Aged over 18 years (12
females and 13 males)
Aged over 18 years
(female students)
Aged over 18 years
(females)
Aged over 18 years (5
males and 1 female)
Aged over 18 years

Youth and Family Dept. Family
Planning and Protection Soc.
Youth and Family Dept. Family
Planning and Protection Soc.
Women’s Technical Affairs
Committee (Junior Leadership)
Women’s Technical Affairs
Committee (Junior Leadership)
British Council

125 participants from five
locations (Halhul, Urub,
Thahiriya, Bait Amr and
Hebron
25 participants (male and
female)
25 participants (male and
female)
32 female students

4

Aged over 18 years

2
5

Aged over 18 years
Aged over 18 years

10
5

Ghassan Kanafani
Kindergarten
Al-Aroub Camp Women’s
Centre
Beit-Ula Women’s Centre
Dura Martyrsß Cultural Centre

32 females
6 participants
50 participants
30 participants
50 participants
20 participants
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Lecture on dealing with children in
difficult circumstances

2

Aged over 18 years

Halhul Women’s Committee

30 participants

Lecture on violence against children

2

Aged over 18 years

Al-Shuyukh Women’s Centre

70 participants

Lecture on dealing with children in
difficult circumstances

2

Aged over 18 years

Ghassan Kanafani Kindergarten

20 participants

Lecture on the Convention on the Rights
of the Child

2

Aged over 18 years

Al-Amal Cultural Centre ≠
Old City

60 participants

Lecture on helping children in difficult
circumstances

2

Aged over 18 years

Halhul Women’s Agricultural
Relief Centre

45 participants

Lecture on dealing with children in
difficult circumstances

2

Aged over 18 years

Dura Martyrsß Cultural Centre

30 participants

Lecture on child rights and psychological
support

2

Aged over 18 years

Jabal Abu Rumman

40 participants

Open day on dealing with children in
difficult circumstances

4

Aged over 18 years

Nuba Municipality Civic
Centre and Al-Quds Open
University

100 participants

Lecture on child rights and
early marriage

2

Aged over 18 years

Ithna Nursery

20 participants

Open meeting on dealing with children
in difficult circumstances

2

Aged over 18 years (10
males and 25 females)

Al-Riyadh Private School

35 participants
(male and female)

Workshop on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child

4

Aged over 18 years (35
males and 25 females)

Palestinian Red Crescent

60 participants
(male and female)

Lecture on child and adolescent rights

2

Aged over 18 years

Al-Aroub Women’s Centre,
Women’s Centre for Legal Aid
and Counselling

20 participants

Lecture on dealing with children in
difficult circumstances

2

Aged over 18 years

Manahil Private School

50 participants

Open meeting on dealing with children
in difficult circumstances

3

Aged over 18 years

Najah Private School

70 participants

Total
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1,045 participants of both sexes
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Children’s Festivals and
Open Days
Defence for Children International organized a
number of festivals in 2002, which attracted
thousands of child participants. The objective
was to provide entertainment for children in
areas where tension and conflict have been
extremely high as well as to raise family
awareness of child rights issues.
Activity

Target
group

Age group and
gender distribution

Partner
institutions

Number of
beneficiaries

Day of celebration for
children which included
10 workshops on various
themes, a play and a
magic show

Children in Dawra; the
Agricultural School and the
Dawra Martyrsß School

5-10 years (600 males and
400 females)

Mental Health Support
Network, Ministry of
Education

1,000 girl and boy students

Day of celebration for
children which included
10 workshops and a play

Children in the city of
Hebron, from Jabal Abu
Rumman in Hebron & the
2 schools of Abdul Hayy
Shaheen & Aisha Umm AlMu’mineen

5-10 years (700 females
and 300 males)

Mental Health Support
Network, Ministry of Education

1,000 girl and boy students

Day of celebration for
children which included
10 workshops and a play
(6 hours)

Children in Urub Camp

5-10 years (650 females
and 350 males)

Mental Health Support
Network and UNRWA

1,000 girl and boy students

Children’s festival in
Urub which included 5
different workshops, a
play and a magic show

Children from the nurseries
of Urub Camp, the siblings of
martyrs and child casualties
and the families of detainees

4-12 years (150 males and
250 females)

UNRWA, al-Aroub Women’s
Centre, the Palestinian Red
Crescent and the YMCA

400 participants

Festival for girls in the
Old City which included
7 different workshops
and a play

The children of schools in
Qartaba, Yaacoubia and
Yaqtha and their teachers

Females aged 6-16

Ministry of Education,
Palestinian Red Crescent,
YMCA, Family Planning and
Protection Soc., General Union
of the Disabled

815 students

Open day for children in
the Old City

Nursery children and
teachers

4-5 years (60 males and
100 females)

Family Planning, Palestinian
Red Crescent, YMCA,
volunteers from the Old City

160 children

Total

4,375 participants
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Travelling painting exhibitions:
As a follow-up to the training courses and
workshops, a group of school children
mounted travelling painting exhibitions to
reflect their situation and aspirations in the
form of art. One area of each exhibition
site was designated for dialogue, the
exchange of views and discussion between
participating students and members of the
public who were visiting the exhibitions.
Scores of students, especially girls, took part
in setting up the exhibitions, which toured the
schools of Nahdah, Ibrahimiyah, Yaqtha and
Yaacoubia, and Qartaba School in Hebron.
More than 1,800 children and 300 officials
and teachers visited the exhibitions.

It should be noted that the children themselves
made all the arrangements for the tour and
carried out all the coordination and followup procedures. Their pictures reflected the
suffering which Palestinian children are
subjected to, and their right to a better life,
free from oppression and discrimination.
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Crisis Intervention Project
Palestinian children affected in the
Jenin camp incursions:
Most, if not all, Palestinian children have
been adversely affected by the events of the
second Intifada. However, the incursions
into the Jenin Camp in March and April of
2002 were particularly traumatic, given the
scale of the violence and multitude of
breaches against core human rights.
Children were made to feel vulnerable and
unprotected by watching violent scenes on
television, listening to parents and media
talking about indiscriminate violence and
the inhumanity of Israeli soldiers. Worse,
many parents felt helpless and unable to
protect their children from Israeli violence.
Mental health workers, social workers,
psychiatrists, teachers, parents, and a
number of studies in the West Bank and
Gaza strip have indicated, during this
Intifada and the previous Intifada, that
children are being affected psychologically,
mentally, cognitively, and emotionally by
the conflict. Some children are more
susceptible than others to Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD), while still more
suffer from trauma and other stress-related
problems.
The above-mentioned factors may result in
the following problems:
Psychosocial: Numerous child victims of
violence suffer from nervous disorders.

These are often characterised by an inability
to communicate with their families, peers and
other community members. These disorders
are often compounded by the inability of
others (i.e. friends, family and peers) to relate
to their problems and worries.
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder: PTSD is
a condition that may develop after a person
experiences or witnesses an extremely
dangerous, traumatic or life-threatening
event that causes him or her to feel intense
fear, helplessness, or horror. Traumatic
events that may lead to PTSD are usually
events that people would not normally
experience or witness in their lifetime. Not
all people who experience or witness a
traumatic event develop PTSD. The risk of
developing PTSD is influenced by many
factors, including a person's age, personality
and past experiences with trauma. Sometimes
PTSD develops immediately following a
traumatic event, but in other cases it may
develop months or even years after the event.
The DCI/PS Crisis Intervention Project in
Jenin Camp, therefore focused on the
following points:
Mitigating the short and long-term
negative psycho-social affects of the recent
events on Palestinian children
Working with a network of trained
professionals to develop their
organisational capacities
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Awareness raising activities in order to
increase the level of knowledge among the
community regarding services and actions
which counter the negative effects of violent
events on children.
Awareness raising activities about
counselling and psychological support.
Empowering children to deal with the
effects of the current situation
Providing safe, comfortable spaces for
children in which they can play and express
themselves

The Project
The Crisis Intervention in Jenin was
undertaken by DCI throughout January
2003. In coordination with several local
institutions, 129 different activities were
undertaken, 95% of which took place in the
Jenin refugee camp and other heavily
impacted areas of the West Bank. In all,
2,366 children and almost 400 adults were
involved in the project.
Activities were undertaken with partner
agencies including local cultural centres,
kindergartens, the YMCA, Local
Committees for the Handicapped, Working
Women’s Society, UNSAR, Al-Awda,
UNRWA kindergartens and schools, Wadi
Al-Akhdar Park, and Child Cultural Centres.

Activities
Psycho Drama: These activities took place
during days when there was no curfew.
Group facilitators focussed on empowering

positive feelings within the child and
addressing negative feelings. The objective
of this activity was to address depression.
Open Day: This included several different
forms of entertainment such as drawing,
painting, balloon blowing, face painting, and
animation. Lectures were given to mothers
to identify the symptoms of PTSD and to
inform them about available support services.

Stickers and information relating to the
'Child Rights Conventionß. Distribution,
3000 copies.
Written materials on the project’s
objectives.
School diaries including information on
the 'Child Rights Conventionß and ideas
about rights written by children.
Distribution, 400 copies.

Support for injured children: children
visited mentally or physically injured
children from the area. Gifts were given and
the children shared their experiences with
one-another.
Awareness workshops for mothers: This
group supported mothers in high-risk areas
who are learning to deal with children who
have been psychologically affected by the
Israeli military attacks.
Individual and Group Counselling:
Volunteers helped guide mothers about the
needs of their children, on both a group and
individual basis.
Publications: A number of publications
were written and distributed to support the
project, including:
A pamphlet concerning PTSD symptoms,
outlining ways in which to identify the
psychosocial effects of violence on children
and how to deal with these effects.
Distribution, 2000 copies.
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The following table summarises the project activities in Jenin and among target groups.

MUNICIPALITY OF JENIN
Activities

Number of
Activities

Adult
Participants

Children
Participants

Volunteers

Total amount of
Beneficiaries

Open Days

7

15

850

13

878

Lectures for Mothers

12

230

--

12

242

Visits to Injured Children & Families who
have lost a child

22

5

63

12

80

Art Workshops

48

6

1200

50

1256

Forming Children's
Groups

6(total)

0

32

7

39

Drama Activities

17

--

221

14

235

Forming
Groups

5

26

--

12

--

--

Mother

Coordination
Total

50

BENEFICIARIES

26

--

-2756

MINE ACTION
IN THE PALESTINIAN
TERRITORIES
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Following the invasion of Jenin Refugee Camp and other Palestinian residential areas in Spring 2002, there was an urgent need
to undertake widespread activities to raise awareness about the danger of unexploded ordnance (UXO) and landmines.
DCI/PS's previous pioneering work on the issue of landmine and UXO awareness in the northern West Bank, played a pivotal
role in enabling local and international organisations to respond efficiently and effectively to the crisis situation. Past DCI
volunteers were on hand to support organizations, including UNICEF and the Red Cross, to set up immediate awareness campaigns
after the Israeli re-deployment in Jenin Refugee Camp. DCI also participated in establishing a National Committee for Mine
Action.
The DCI mine-awareness project resulted in the following actions:
More than 250 Mine Awareness sessions were conducted in schools and summer camps reaching more than 7,000 children. The
project philosophy was to engage the community and not to deal with them as passive recipients. Children played a pivotal role
in achieving the project’s goals.
A television spot about the dangers of landmines and UXO was produced and broadcast via a local television station.
Press briefings on specific issues relating to landmines were published in both Arabic and English as a response to Israel's new
use of explosive devices and UXO. These reports were widely circulated via e-mail to newspapers, radio and television stations.
Other awareness raising activities were undertaken including lectures and workshops and the distribution of mine awareness
materials in high-risk
areas. Mosque Imams
raised the landmine issue
and broadcast awareness
messages during the
Friday khutba (speeches).
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he year 2002 was a very active one for
DCI/PS advocacy work on an
international level, both because of the
pressing necessities on the ground and as
previous efforts and overseas contacts came
to fruition. Advocacy work was supported
by RIA research in the form of reports,
briefings and commentary, based on the
statistics and documentation compiled by
other DCI/PS units.

Unit Aims:
To raise international awareness of
violations against Palestinian children’s
rights with the aim of increasing support
for the implementation of those rights
through research reports, campaigns, press
releases and briefings
To lobby and conduct advocacy with
overseas supporters and partner
organizations in order to build a farreaching network concerned with issues
affecting Palestinian children
To improve media coverage of the situation
of Palestinian children through writing press
releases, op-eds, making direct contact with
members of the media and organizing
relevant interviews and tours.
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To monitor Palestinian and Israeli
legislation affecting children.
With these aims in mind, the Unit undertook
the following activities:
Research and Media Briefings
Throughout the year, DCI/PS staff compiled
a number of special research reports for
various UN and international bodies. In
total, four lengthy reports were submitted
to UN bodies, including two to the Special
Rapporteur of the UN Commission on
Human Rights, one to the UN Commission
on Human Rights and another to the UN
Committee Against Torture. Many smaller
publications and submissions were made to
the UN and other human rights
organizations and the Unit also met with
the UN Special Rapporteur on the Occupied
Palestinian Territories in this regard.
Other research focused on the use of
landmines and UXO in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip for inclusion in the Landmine
Monitor Report, published by the
International Campaign to Ban Landmines.
This report discussed the Palestinian and

Israeli positions regarding the Landmine
Ban Treaty, current mine usage in the West
Bank, humanitarian action, and victimsurvivor assistance.
In addition, the Unit undertook media
briefings and wrote op-eds in order to present
key findings from research work and support
the documentation and activities of other DCI
units. This resulted in:
the composition and distribution of 22
press releases covering a wide range of child
rights issues in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. These press releases were made
available in both Arabic and English on the
DCI/PS site at http://www.dci-pal.org .
the publication of a number of Op-Eds in
the international press including the Seattle
Post, Houston Chronicle, Jordan Times, and
Ha’aretz.
Design and publication of the ‘Little
Hands’ supplement for the al-Ayam
newspaper, including facts, articles and
children’s work.
Design of two series of fact sheets on
violations of Palestinian children’s rights in
conjunction with the Palestinian Child Rights
Coalition for distribution at both the local and
international levels. These fact sheets were
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professionally designed and made available
in .pdf format on the DCI/PS website.
the facilitation of field visits with
Palestinian children and their families for
members of the local and international
media and foreign delegations.
Alternative Report and Follow-Up: However,
the major component of DCI/PS RIA work in
2002 was the preparation and submission of
an Alternative Report to be presented before
the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
to rebut the official Israeli government report.
This report was prepared under the auspices
of the Palestinian Child Rights Coalition. DCI/
PS supervised the drafting of the report and
led two delegations to Geneva to testify before
the UN Committee on the CRC to support
their findings. The first trip consisted of a
closed meeting in June in which the delegation
presented confidential remarks to the
Committee. The second trip in October 2002,
was used to publicly campaign around the
issue of children’s rights. In both trips, a
Palestinian girl accompanied the delegation
and spoke before the committee and in public
meetings. Below, we present extracts of a
report reviewing the achievements of that
October trip:

Report of the Palestinian Child Rights Coalition Delegation to
Geneva, October 2002
Meetings with Organizations

Representatives of the coalition organized five meetings with separate organizations:
Association Swiss Solidarite Palestina (ASSP); A Swiss solidarity organization that
has previously worked closely with the UPMRC and has been involved in sending
volunteers to the West Bank and Gaza Strip. A meeting was held with ASSP volunteers
who will be coming to Palestine in the near future. This meeting discussed activities
that can be carried out in Switzerland, including organizing a festival and drafting
letters to members of the Swiss parliament and political parties.
World Organization Against Torture (OMCT): The major issues discussed in this
meeting were how best to present cases to the Israeli government and an upcoming
report to the UN Committee on Economic, Political and Cultural Rights. Regarding
the former, OMCT requested that DCI/PS prepare a group of cases that can be presented
together to the Israeli government rather than on an individual basis. The meeting
also discussed how Palestinian NGOs can participate in preparing an alternative report
to the above UN Committee.
World Council of Churches: The delegation met separately with two representatives
of the World Council of Churches. The first meeting discussed a WCC program to
send volunteers on a 3-month basis to the WB/GS to volunteer with Palestinian
organizations. The meeting discussed how DCI/PS, ECRC and Al Haq could host
some of these volunteers and also participate in briefing sessions for the volunteers.
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The second meeting discussed the WCC campaign: A Decade Against Violence, and in particular how Palestinian organizations
could contribute to this campaign through providing information for the WCC magazine and website.
Solidarite: Two members of the delegation spoke to youth members of this left-wing party. The meeting gave a background to
the situation in the WB/GS as well as the Golan Heights.
Collective Urgence Palestine: The delegation gave a background briefing on the Palestinian situation to this coalition of solidarity
organizations which are very active in Geneva.

Public Events

The delegation held three public events during the 10-day period. The first was a press conference that OMCT assisted in
organizing, which was attended by two Swiss journalists. At this conference, one member of the delegation gave a briefing on the
background to the CRC alternative report and the general situation of children in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Juman, a 10-year
old girl from Ramallah also gave a talk on her experiences. The meeting resulted in a full page article in the major Geneva daily,
Tribune De Geneve, and also prompted the second press conference. An interview was also held separately with the Geneva
paper Le Courrier which resulted in an article about the CRC Committee hearing.
Press Conference at the UN Press Office: This press conference was organized by one of the attendees at the first press
conference and was well attended by journalists from Reuters, AFP, Voice of America, Al Watan, Kuwaiti News Agency, Swiss
Media Office. Three members of the delegation spoke and were very well received. The meeting resulted in at least five published
articles and two radio interviews about the situation of children in the WB/GS.
Public Meeting: A public meeting was organized at DCI/International which was attended by Save the Children Sweden, Amnesty
International. DCI-IS, Terre Des Hommes and the International Jewish Women’s Organization. The meeting helped to establish
good contacts with the above organizations, in particular Terre Des Hommes, who are interested in participating in the DCI child
prisoner’s campaign.
Other events: The delegation participated in two events organized by the Collective Urgence Palestine. The first was a
demonstration of fifty people which is held weekly in central Geneva. A member of the delegation spoke at the demonstration
and we helped hand out leaflets about the situation in the Gaza Strip following the attack on Khan Yunus. The second event was
a large march organized against the impending war against Iraq.
The UN Session
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The CRC meeting held on 2 October was a very interesting and rewarding experience for the delegation. The major issues raised
by the Committee (Right to Life, Education, Health, Children in Detention and Discrimination) followed very closely the key
points addressed in the Coalition’s Alternative Report. The Committee was very thorough in its questioning of the Israeli government
and it was extremely obvious that the Israeli government was on the defensive and was trying to avoid answering particular
questions. The major points of contention were the following:
Applicability of the CRC: The Committee made it very clear that it considers the CRC to be applicable to the WB/GS and
regards Israel as responsible for reporting to the Committee on the situation of children in the OPT. The Israeli delegation initially
tried to deny this (quoting almost verbatim their written submission to the Committee) but the Committee continued to ask
questions about children in the WB/GS and Israel was forced to respond in the majority of cases.
Health: The Committee asked extensive questions about the declining level of health in the WB/GS which the Israeli government
attempted to avoid by referring to the situation of children inside Israel. The Israeli government made statements that were
patently false (such as “There were no closures in place before September 2000”, “The Israeli government works closely with
the ICRC to ensure access of ambulances and does not deny medical treatment”).
Right to Life: The Committee questioned Israel on the large number of children killed. In response, Israel repeated its oft-stated
myths, such as “children die because they are used as human shields”, “children are
being recruited by terrorist organizations”, “Israel investigates cases of child deaths”,
or “the Israeli army is the most moral in the world.” The Committee was quite clearly
unimpressed by these claims and made several references to the recent Amnesty Report
and our Alternative Report. They also clearly stated that the large numbers of child
deaths were not a new phenomenon, drawing directly on statistics presented by the
Palestinian coalition.
Children in Detention: This issue was very thoroughly taken up by the Committee. In
response to a question regarding Military Order No. 132 the Israeli government was
unable to answer and this was obvious to all present. The Committee also raised the
issue of torture and maltreatment which the Israeli government representatives did not
answer (they stalled until time ran out for the session).
Other issues were also raised involving Palestinian children living inside the
1948 territories.
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Work During the Invasion of March-April 2002
The year 2002 witnessed unprecedented invasions into Palestinian towns and villages beginning in April. During this time, permanent
curfews were placed on Palestinian areas for months at a time. This made movement impossible, and halted normal functioning of the
DCI/PS office for several months. Three DCI/PS staff members living in Bethlehem were effectively unable to travel to Ramallah for a
period of 4 months and one DCI/PS staff member in Ramallah had his house invaded by Israeli soldiers. These restrictions took place at
a time when violations of Palestinian children’s rights reached a level not seen in decades.
In response to this situation, DCI/PS took the step of organizing an office out of one staff member’s house in Ramallah. Three staff
stayed in the office and a network was established with other staff around the West Bank. During this time, the advocacy work of DCI/
PS was very successful, and a special website was launched during the April invasions to alert the world to what was happening on the
ground (http://www.dci-pal.org/siege/siege.html). Numerous interviews and media requests were handled from the makeshift ‘office.ß
Other staff members collected information from on the ground and case studies and affidavits via the telephone.
Campaigning
Following the successful launch of the Campaign to Free Palestinian Child Political Prisoners in September 2001, activities continued
on an international level for this campaign which works towards the release of all Palestinian child detainees and involves extensive
efforts in awareness-raising. In 2002, the Campaign work involved:
Strengthening links with organizations in other countries who will conduct advocacy work amongst their own communities.
A DCI/PS staff member travelled to Sweden and Norway on a speaking tour to raise awareness of the issue. The tour was highly
successful and involved around 10 different public speaking engagements.
A DCI/PS lawyer went on a speaking tour to Italy and France in order to raise awareness about child prisoners.
Seven Child Prisoner Briefings were produced in the year 2002 with updates on the campaign, the situation inside prisons and case
studies of child prisoners. These Briefings were placed on a website devoted to the campaign as well as distributed internationally.
Meetings were held with a large number of journalists to advocate around the issue of Palestinian child detainees. Over 50 such
meetings were held with journalists from the BBC, Le Monde, USA Today, Netherlands, Sweden, Australia, Belgium, France and
Canada.
The RIA also organized visits for journalists and concerned members of the international community to ex-child detainees.
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In addition to the European speaking and the Geneva trips to present the Alternative Report to the UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child, DCI/PS representatives also participated in the following conferences:
In Summer 2002, DCI/PS members travelled to Argentina where they participated in a DCI Argentina conference about child
rights.
In October 2002, DCI/PS participated in the Tuscany regional conference in Italy. DCI/PS made a presentation to Italian NGOs
about the situation facing Palestinian children and also discussed the idea of a Euro-Med partnership for 25 NGOs working in
Palestine. The DCI/PS speaker focused on the role of Italian NGOs in Palestinian development. As part of the same trip, the
Italian NGO network ARCI organized a speaking tour at 10 ARCI centres in the North of Italy about Palestinian child prisoners.
The speaking tour resulted in Italian involvement in the Child Prisoners Campaign in 2003.
DCI also testified before the UN Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices in the Occupied Arab Territories, where
DCI/PS presented a paper on human rights violations against children in the West Bank and OPT.
UN General Assembly Special Session in May 2002, New York (see box).

UNGASS MEETING
DCI/PS had previously participated in the preparatory sessions for the UNGASS meeting in which we organized panel
discussions and a demonstration in front of the UN building involving Palestinian and Arab NGOs. At the UNGASS session,
a DCI/PS representative presented a statement on behalf of approximately 270 NGOs and networks in the Middle East and
North Africa, focusing on the situation facing Palestinian children and the children of Iraq. As a member of the Palestinian
Child Rights Coalition, DCI/PS helped organize several side events during the UNGASS session including panel discussions,
a demonstration and the distribution of fact sheets about the situation
of Palestinian children. Four Palestinian children also participated in a
press conference at the UNGASS session. Due to the efforts of the
Palestinian delegation at the UNGASS session, the final outcome
document included a special section on children living under occupation.
Defence for Children International/Palestine Section is an independent,
Palestinian non-governmental organization, established in 1992 to
promote and protect the rights of Palestinian children as articulated in
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child as well as in other
international instruments. For more details see www.dci-pal.org
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