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About DCI/PS

Defence for Children International/| Convention on the Rights of the Child as wg
, as in other international human right
instruments - and to facilitating the creatic
Childrenof an environment which is aware of an
non-governmental respects children’s rights.

Palestine Section (DCI/PS)
established in 1992, is affiliated with th
Geneva-based Defence for
International, a
organization established in 1979, with
consultative status with the United Nations
Economic and Social Council, UNICE
UNESCO, and the Council of Europe.
Though affiliated with an international
network, DCI/PS is an independen
Palestinian non-governmental organization,
which develops its programs and acts
according to Palestinian children’s needs and
Palestinian priorities.

DCI/PS implements programs focusing on
legal aid, advocacy, and support for
Palestinian children whose rights are violated.
In striving to eradicate all such violation
DCI/PS facilitates comprehensive awareness
campaigns, in cooperation with local and
international community bodies an
educational institutions, in order to deepen
public understanding of children’s rights and
to strengthen the sense of collective
responsibility for promoting and safeguarding
these rights. DCI/PS is dedicated t
promoting and protecting the rights
Palestinian children in the West Bank and
Gaza- as articulated in the United Nations

. Institutional Objectives

To advocate respect for Palestini
children’s rights, and mobilize and equip
the local and international community
act in defence of those rights.

To serve as a legal reference through
providing protection and legal support to
Palestinian children.

To assist in developing legislation whi
protects children in accordance with the
UN Convention on the Rights of th
Child.

To act as a reliable resource center for
information concerned with Palestinian
children’s rights.

To play an effective role in monitoring th

Palestinian child rights and document
violations in a scientific way and to tak
the proper actions as needed.

To work with Palestinian children t
empower them and raise awareness of
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their rights at all levels, through child-
to-child methodology, as well as to
facilitate their effective participation in
defending their rights and their active
role in Palestinian society.

To create a strong network of grassroots,
local, and international organizations
acting in the best interest of Palestinian
children.

To relay to the local and international
community, effectively and efficiently,
the conditions in which Palestinian
children live and communicate the
importance of recognizing and defending
children’s rights.




Major accomplishments

_ Legal Aid and Representation: | Media coverage and Outreach:DCI/PS | been violated and has organized numerous
Since its founding, the backbone of regularly issues press releases and action alegslucational activities to increase children’s
the organization’s work has been legal aid fodetailing the status of children’s rights in thelife skills and promote their active participa-
Palestinian children. The Legal Aid ProgramOccupied Palestinian Territories and has actition in the community. In addition, DCI/PS
of DCI/PS has provided legal advice and repvated its website, making accessible to théas implemented awareness campaigns and
resentation to hundreds of Palestinian childocal and international community, a wealthtraining courses in the local community, in

dren. of information on the issue of Palestinianorder to deepen public understanding of
children’s rights and the conditions in whigh children’s rights, to strengthen the sense of

Documentation of Children’s Rights: | they live. collective responsibility for promoting and

DCI/PS is the only Palestin=mmmmes .~ w=w— safeguarding these rights.

ian NGO that SpecializehT_ Advocacy: DCI/PS has presente

in documenting violations... Es——— oral and/or written statements and

of Palestinian reports to the UN High Commis

children’s rights, both #-. sion on Human Rights, UN Spe-
individual & collective cial Rapporteur of the Commis-
violations. . sion on Human Rights, and the

[ B
UN High Commissioner for Hu-

Research: Over the a man Rights. DCI/PS has also en-
last five years, DCI/PS | gaged in a wide variety of advo-
has produced a yearly cacy efforts, mobilizing interna
violations report that S T i tional activists in support of Pal
documents & analyzes == estinian children’s rightsln Septem-
the situation of Pales- IS ber 2001, DCI/PS launched an interna
tinian children—the “ tional campaign, FREEDOM NOW
only local Palestinian organization to regu-Campaign to Free Palestinian Child Political
larly produce such a report. In 2001, a com+Prisoners (http://www.dci-pal.org/prisonwel/
prehensive 300-page report entitled A Genchildprisoners.html).
eration Denied, which deals with the impact

of Israel’s human rights violations during the Capacity-building and community work:
Palestinian Intifada on Palestinian children,The organization has offered an array of s
was published and widely circulated. vices to Palestinian children whose rights havé

—
r
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Introduction

When the first Palestinian Intifada
began in December 1987, the U

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
did not exist. When the Convention came intd
force in 1990, Palestinians working on
children’s issues hoped that this would b
powerful tool in building a better future fo
Palestinian children. However, whil
significant advancements have been mad
terms of awareness on the international leve
the status of Palestinian children’s rightsg
remains as jeopardized as ever.

In 1992, five years after the beginning of the| i N ; , g

first Intifada, DCI/PS was founded by a group LS, Y ) E =2 ==

of child rights activists with the aim of fulfilling| Ten years later, this reality is clearer than eveand security, health, education, freedom of
the vision of a better life for Palestinian DCI/PS’s work on all levels in the past 10 yeardiberty, and freedom of movement, among
children. The biggest obstacle DCI/PS had|tdas proven without a doubt that the Israeliothers. These violations not only impact the
overcome at the time was how to deal with theoccupation is the direct cause of the gravesthild’s day, they constitute a major obstacle to
effects of Israel's attempt to crush the firstviolations of children’s rights. The occupation the child’'s healthy development, and, thus,
Intifada. How could DCI/PS achieve a brighteris a system of control that governs all aspectsnpede the child’s prospects for a bright future.
reality and a healthy environment for of the lives of approximately three millio ) ) _
Palestinian children - respectful of their rights Palestinians residing in the occupied territori SAt the same time, DCI/PS's experience durlhg
and offering a future with the chance to lean53% of whom are children. The implementatigntis Intifada has shown that the understanding
play and grow? DCI/PS based its work on theof this system results in gross human rig tgf_the root causes of the confllct remain as
understanding that the end of the Israeliviolations and prevents the fulfillment of chilg Misunderstood as ever. While gross and
occupation is the critical step in fulfilling this rights embodied in the CRC. The dismal realitySyStematic violations of Palestinian children’s
vision: however, we also understood that effoftdor Palestinian children is that they live in an"ghts are well documented, reporting of the
had to be made in combating the direct effectenvironment where they suffer collective angSituation often fails both to reflect the extent of
of the occupation on children. The occupatiorsimultaneous violations of their rights at all child rights violations or to enumerate the causes
kills Palestinian children - mentally| times. In the course of one day, the averag@nd Perpetrators inaway thatis understandable
psychologically, socially and physically - and Palestinian child residing in the occupiedr the average, uninformed reader. Thus, the
it robs them of hope for a better future. territories faces violations of his/her right to life Myth of the conflict as one based on religiops




hatred or equal and competing claims
reinforced. Combined with this is a lack
concrete action on the part of the internatio
community to directly intervene to improve th
situation. Instead, the reality on the ground
obfuscated by repeated claims to 'end t
violence. DCI/PS believes strongly that th
situation will not improve until the root caug
is addressed, that is the occupation.

Itis within this context that DCI/PS undertog
its work in defence of Palestinian children
rights in the year 2001. Intensified restrictio
on freedom of movement, along with th
continued massive onslaught of child righ
violations, made the past year by far the m
difficult and challenging in DCI/PSistory.

Measures of collective punishment carried
by the Israeli military as well as direct attac
on children were the two main factors resulti
in gross violations of children’s rights in 200

Restrictions on freedom of movemen
including checkpoints, closures, and curfew
resulted in isolating Palestinian villages al
cities from one other, led to a further decli

ign the economic situation, and had a devastatin
of affect on Palestinian children in 2001.
naMovement restrictions prevented more th
e 13,000 Palestinian children from their right {o
isducation in the old city of Hebron for instance.
he&saining access to medical facilities and clinics
e was extremely difficult, if not impossible, an
e in nine reported cases in 2001, pregnant wome,
were forced to give birth on checkpoints
leading to the deaths of three newly born
'k children. During the year 2001, unemployment
Srose to 35% and the percentage of childre
Miving under the poverty line increased to over,
€50%. Workers in national and international
Shumanitarian agencies were targeted too
OS(ﬁecreasing their ability to provide essentialfive schools and turned them into military bases,
goods and services to Palestinian civilians.| after the students and faculty were forcefully
put evacuated. Eight schools were closed by
ksOther measures of collective punishment, suckyjlitary order, preventing students from
ngas home demolitions, led to the destruction| ohtending school for varied periods of time.
L. more than 478 houses, leaving homeless 1,812
Palestinian children. In addition, thousands|ofin 2001, the organization documented 98 cases
t’dwellings were damaged as a result of Israelpf child death as a direct result of Israeli
Sattacks on Palestinian residential areas in thenilitary and settler presence in the occupied
Ndwest Bank and Gaza Strip, depriving thousandggrritories, - including 12 children who were
'€of Palestinian children of their right to adequatekilled during Israeli assassination attempts
housing. Seventy-one Palestinian schools cam@gainst  Palestinian activists. Two
under Israeli attack either through tank shellingcharacteristics of the Israeli violence stand out
or rockets fired from helicopters. In some casesn @ comparison of child deaths and injuries
school students were present during thesbetween 2000 and 2001. Israeli forces killed
attacks. Some schools were partially destroyedsignificantly younger children in 2001 than
Remains of rocket missiles were located in somé comparison with the year 2000 and they
schools endangering the lives of students. Othelid so with a much higher level of force.
schools were bombarded during school hour®CI/PS research indicates that the percentage
such as Shahidayn Al Ibrahmiyyeh School |inof Palestinian children killed under the age of
Jenin, and the National School for the Blind finthirteen doubled from the year 2000 to the year
Al Bireh. DCI/PS documented 98 cases 0f2001. More than 1/3 of children killed in the
schools fired at by Israeli soldiers using liveyear 2001 were under the age of 12. The vast
ammunition, rubber-coated steel bullets or teamajority of Palestinian children were killed
gas. In some cases, school students were pres@gting about their daily lives in circumstances
during these attacks. The Israeli army took over
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In dealing with this situation, the organizatigonThe information that follows outlines the main
was challenged to be as flexible and creativevork of DCI/PS in 2001, implemented within
as possible in undertaking work in spite ofthe framework of three main programs. In
the objective obstacles repeatedly placed|oaddition, it highlights the cross-cutting
the ground as part of Israeli occupationresearch and advocacy work the organization
policy. Thus, one of the organization’s engaged in, discusses developments on the
foremost goals has been to raise awareneasiministrative level and elaborates on the
of the effects of Israeli policy through main obstacles encountered in the process of
disseminating information about the statusarrying out work in the past year and the ways
of children living under such conditions, in in which the organization overcame them.
addition to working with children directly t

alleviate the effects of the occupation, closur&hough 2001 has been an extremely trying
and curfews on them. one, DCI/PS believes that it has also taught
B ) o ) us valuable lessons that will assist in more
o As this report highlights, in 2001 DCI/PS efficiently and effectively working to promote
where they should have been completely saféontinued to provide hundreds of Palestiniany,q protect Palestinian children’s rights in an
from Israeli aggression. They were notchildren with legal aid services, documented,ironment of ongoing crisis.

presenting any threat to the lives of Israglthousands of violations of Palestinian

soldiers or settlers. There can be no moyathildren’s rights, conducted research and

justification for these deaths. They must bedisseminated volumes of information

unequivoca”y condemned and theregarding the circumstances in which ’ #
perpetrators brought to justice. Palestinian children live, and carried out .=

hundreds of activities for thousands
DCI/PS documented 3,750 cases of childrerf Palestinian children througho
injured by the Israeli army and settlers, whilethe occupied territories.
the Red Crescent Society estimates the total
number of injured children ranged between
6000 and 7000 children during the year 2001.
The sheer volume of child injury, along with
strict military closures and sieges of Palestinian
towns and villages often prevented field
researchers from reaching all injured children.

‘*J,i

Moreover, thousands of children lost a pareg
hundreds were arrested, tortured, & imprison@
and thousands traumatized. The cumulative:
psychological effects of the last two years
children have been immense. Air strikes,
shelling, missile attacks and forceful entry into
houses have traumatized children and will take
many years of intensive, serious work to treat.



Strategic Planning

The year 2001 marked the final year The Planning Process
of DCI/Palestine Section’s existin

action plan, for the years 1992001. As such, As part of this process, DCI/PS staff re-examined the vision o
beginning in April 2001, DCI/PS launched anways in which DCI/PS had worked in fulfillment of its manda
internal strategic planning process designed twas placed on determining DCI/PS’s value added as a child rights,
develop the organization’s plan of action fortion. The staff of the organization unanimously agreed that DCI/

the coming three year period, 2002004. This | in monitoring the status of child rights and advocating for their
process was influenced by a number of factgrshigh levels of children’s participation.

including the conclusion of the organization’s . . . o
previous three year plan as well as the chan eteps in the process included an initial organizational assessfesgnducted by a DCI/PS

on the ground resulting from the Intifada. volunteer in April- May 2001. The volunteer met with eacilg staff member and
discussed with them their program and the challenges pre 2d to them during the course
At the forefront of these discussions was theof that work. This step prompted staff to begin to intensiy, examine the work of the
ways in which the situation on the ground had
impacted the work of the organization and how
the work of the organization had impacted t
situation on the ground. Following th

e gan@ation and the
Considerable attention
child focused organiza-
PS’s main role should be
implementation, through

implementing a Crisis Intervention projec
which was carried out in two phases. Byt

continue working according to “emergenc
plans, but, instead, must determine how the
can work towards sustainable change in thg
midst of a very trying situation on the ground.
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organization, in direct relation to the situationintifada, with a gross increase in violations
on the ground, and determine the masPalestinian children’s rights and an increas
effective and efficient way of carrying-out the DCI/PS’s role on the international level, it was
action plan. clear that such work deserved and neede

) special cadre of staff devoted to developing|it
The peak of the planning process occurred

from 6 to 9 July 2001, when the entire DGI/The outcome of these considerations was a ne
PS staff engaged in four days of strategiorganizational structure, function-based anc
planning workshops designed to determine therganized in specialized units. Effective [1
vision and the plan for the organization forJanuary 2002, the organization implementediNique in that it carries out such work from a
the coming three year period. The workshpjits new structure, based on four complementarghild focused, child rights perspective; and,
resulted in a number of recommendationsinits, as follows: Legal Aid; Documentation; S€cond, the organization has accumulated many

affecting the work of the organization. Research and International Advocacy; and/éars of experience and is thus uniquely
Training and Social Mobilization. qualified to build the capacity of other local

groups. Another factor discussed was how to
maximize the impact of the organization’s work,
most effectively reaching the highest number
of beneficiaries, within the capacity of DCI/PS

In discussing the successful, efficient
implementation of the plan, much focus w SBuiIding Local Capacities-
placed on the structure of the organization. Since ) o
its establishment in 1992, the organization ag:hanges in Priorities
had a program based _orgamzatmnal §trgct "Rith reference to work in the field, DCI/PS stal as a small organization. A;such,the staff agreed
wherein projects were implemented within t € valuated the long period of experience t ethat DCI/PS should focus its efforts on sharing
framework of three main programs: Legal, o . . its experience with the local community through
. . . organization has gathered in this regard.|In~ """ . .
Education, and Social. The planning process ~ . . . uilding the capacity of local staff to deal with
. . . articular, given the need for increased loca
provided an opportunity for staff to discuss t

capacity in providing psycho-social services f rthe psycho-social needs of children.
efficacy of this structure and to what extent|it pacityinp gpsy
either assisted or impeded the successfu

hildren, discussion was focused on the wayg,c|/Ps believes strongly that the adjustments
implementation of the organization's work. | which the organization can contribute 10made hoth to the organizational structure and
fulfilling those needs. Staff members recallecks the content of the work itself, will enable the
The outcome of those discussions was a genef@t when the DCI/PS Counseling project wagyganization to more efficiently and effectively
consensus that the program-based structure g§tablished, it was the first of its kind in Hebronyori towards fulfilment of its mandate, that
longer made sense for the ways in which tharea. After many years of implementation, angyt promoting and protecting the rights of
organization's work had developed over theParticularly after the beginning of the Intifada, pajestinian children. Moreover, it believes it
years. For instance, key components of the wi ﬂhe"? were numerous prole_cts focus!ng Rill maximize the impact of DCI/PS’s role as
of the Educational and Social Programs o tﬁ’rOY'd_'”Q_ psycho-sougl services to chﬂQre ‘the only child rights organization operating in
overlapped, particularly in terms of capacity'While initially the organization had been uniquethe occupied territories, and minimize the
building and awareness raising activities for thdn providing such services, at the time of thechance for duplication of the work of other
local community. In addition, the old structu eplann.lng. sessions, _lt was one of ma Yorganizations or institutions operating locally.
lacked the necessary space for the fulprganizations working in this field. Finally, it believes that the new plan of action
development of t_he orgqnlzathns resear hl'urning to the question of what added value t esuccessfully factors in thg changes on the
work and the full integration of its advocagy ROV . ground and allows for the implementation of

N rganization’s work can provide, two factors < "~ . . .
work. As the situation on the ground chang (E e .. |. activities that will result in sustainable change.
: . C ecame apparent: first, the organization is

considerably following the beginning of th
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1. Legal Program

Long-Term Program Goal:
pation of

Specific Objectives:
a. , whose

rights of

The Legal Program works on a variety of I_e\( Is!ntifadfi. The I?ocumen_tation Officer’s wor
Chiens rghs, in paricular tirough 1604 volumieers i he various palesiman areas.  Welease All Palestinian
ayers cany cut th Iegalaid work ty Gven the angoing crisis suaten on e Chiildren Political

idi i i round, characterize widespre -
ferr?rvelgelzgitiocnhg(ejfr:rre] Isvrvallter:i rr:irlﬁaGry Iceoguar1 ’3iolations of children’s rigr):ts by Is?ael P"Iﬂ'nﬂﬂ

by petitioning the high court when necessa y,military forces and i_IIegaI Israeli settlgr_ ,
and by visiting children in detention cente gcombined with Israeli attacks on Palestinian

and jails to provide moral and material suppgrtcommunities that resulted in the failure of

many Palestinian Authority institutions
The second part of the Program is carried outo function appropriately, the
by the Documentation Officer at DCI/PS andbulk of the Legal Program’s wor
includes compiling a comprehensive databastcused on issues concerning thy
of violations against Palestinian children,Israeli occupation, except
including numbers and detailed informationwhere noted.
about children killed, injured, and affected due
to Israeli practices since the beginning of the



Israeli’s continued pattern of child arrest we
characterized in 2001 by the following:

Legal Aid

Mass and indiscriminate arrests
Palestinian children.

General Background:

Continued use of violent mistreatme
and torture, utilized to both pressur

Since 1967, the Israeli occupation
authorities have arrested, interrogated,

tortured and incarcerated Palestinian children
for their political activity.! Each year, DCI/
PS represents hundreds of these minors befor
the Israeli military courts and follows up their

children to confess and as punishme
in prison.
Increased restrictions on Palestinig
human rights lawyers access t

a

conditions of detention. prisoners.
o . . ) Increased sentence lengths for sa
The Israeli military forces intensified thei charges.

attacks against Palestinian children during the
past year in an unprecedented manner. Ninety-
eight children were killed in the year 200
thousands of children detained, alongside
thousands injured, including tens wit
permanent disabilities.

Virtually no family visits (also resulting
in lack of essential items for prisoner
such as warm clothes, changes
underclothes, etc.).

Continued dismal detention conditions

The arrests of 2001 are part of the ongoi

Arrest campaigns in 2001 included all . . X
. . . . arrest campaign undertaken against child
Palestinian areas, including checkpoints, border,

. o during the last four years. In the year 19
points or areas classified as B and C accordin, 9 y y

. r instance, DCI/PS legally represented
to Oslo agreements, (areas in the West Bank . L.
. ) children arrested by the Israeli military. Th
and Gaza Strip under partial and full Israel

“number rose to 202 in the year 1999 a

control-respec_tnv:lx). In addition, the I(:,raill eached 252 children in the year 2000. D
army reoccupie areas (areas under S followed up with the lawsuits of 18

Palestmlg n cor_1tro|) where they con_ducted m séhildren out of the total number of detaine
arrests, including the arrests of children.

in the year 2001. Though this number is |
During the year 2001, Israeli military forces than in previous years, DCI/PS does belie
arrested more than 650 Palestinian childrerfhat it does not indicate an improvement
50% of those arrested were from the Jerusalefii€ situation, but rather is due to restrictio
area. The children are initially detained in°n freedom of movement that intensified
Israeli interrogation centers and must stand001, decreasing the ability of families to se
trial in front of unjust and discriminatory DCI/PS's services. As in previous years, t
Israeli military courts. Throughout the ye r majority of children arrested and detained
2001, there were between 150 and 2 @ccused of throwing stones at Israeli soldi
Palestinian children regularly detained jnand settlers.

Israeli prisons.
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aslt is a universally accepted standard of
international law that the detention of a child
should be used only as a measure of last resort
bfand for the shortest appropriate period of time.
It has been DCI/PS’s repeated experience that
Ntthe Israeli policy towards Palestinian children
€is that detention is a measure of “first resort.
NBince its establishment, DCI/PS has not had
one case of a Palestinian child, between 14
AMand 17 years of age, who was found guilty of
Ocommitting an “offenceby an Israeli military
court, receiving a sentence of anything either
Mehan a prison sentence. In addition, our
experience in the last two years alone indicates
that instead of adhering to the principle of the
5,“shortest appropriate period of timehe
ofength of sentences issued to Palestinian
children is actually getting longer.

Cases Followed Up by the DCI/PS in the year
N@001:

Z?Due to the deteriorating situation on the
ground, the DCI/PS Legal Program was faced
ewith a number of obstacles, including internal
dsraeli imposed closures which restrict
|Palestinian movement within the occupied
territories, repeated military attacks on
;’alestinian communities, and increasing
sLestrictions imposed against Palestinian
chuman rights lawyers. In spite of this, the
nLegal Program succeeded in handling 183
Lases, 94 of which were closed before Israeli
nMilitary courts in 2001. The following tables
rovide additional details about the cases the
&’rogram handled, including type of case, the
r@ges of arrested children, lengths of sentences,
among othersp

r

* For more information on the situation of Palestinian child political prisoners, see the website for the Campaign to Free Palestinian Child Political Prisoners, http://www.dci-pal.org/english/

prisonweb/childprisoners.html, as well as DCI/PS Annual Reports 1999 and 2000, and “A Generation Denied; Israeli Violation’s of Palestinian Children’s Rgi{®3000ay 2001.



In 2001, there was an increased number
cases upheld in front of the Parole
Committee Though there was greater
success in bringing cases before the
Committee, the number of cases won
was less than the year 2000. The main
reason for this is a new policy applied
by these committees refusing to release
the detainees presented to them.

In addition, there was an increase in
the number of cases to transfer the
detainees from interrogation centers to
regular prisons that are more suitable
for children, in that they have relatively
better conditions of detention. There is
a clear and deliberate policy on the part
of the military authorities in delay the
transfer of Palestinian child detainees
to the prisons. Thus, children end up
spending longer periods in
interrogation centers.

A new phenomenon that emerged in the
year 2001 was that of administrative
detention; there were two cases in the
year 2001, whereas there were no cases
in the previous year. This is a clear
indication of the increase of brutality
practiced by the occupation authorities
against  Palestinian  children.
Administrative detention is a form of
arrest that consists of trial before a
military judge on the basis of “secret
evidence”. The detainee is not charged
with any offence but is detained for up
to 6 months. The administrative detention
order can be renewed repeatedly.*

Distribution of Cases according to Type of Case

TYPE OF CASE NUMBER PERCENTAGE

Military Court 115 62.84%
Parole Committee 29 15.85%
Transfer to Other Prison 21 11.48%
Military Appeals Court 5 2.73%
Compensation Cases 3 1.64%
Administrative Detention 2 1.09%
Others 8 4.37%
TOTAL 183 100%

*Distribution of Cases according to Geographic Region

REGION NUMBER PERCENTAGE

South 111 60.66%
Middle 53 28.96%
North 19 10.38%
TOTAL 183 100%

Distribution of Cases according to Age Group

AGE GROUP NUMBER PERCENTAGE

13 - 14 years 31 16.94%
15-16 years 79 43.17%
17-18 years 73 39.89%
TOTAL 183 100%

Distribution of closed cases according to Length of Sentence

LENGTH OF SENTENCE NUMBER PERCENTAGE

Less than one month 19 20.21%
1 month to 6 mos. 14 14.89%
6 mos- 1 year 46 48.94%
More than one year 15 15.96%
TOTAL 183 100%

2 Parole committees review the sentence of a prisoner after he/she has served two-thirds of their sentence.
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As mentioned previously, and as reflected in the/ear, and 6.88% received sentences of more tharoted that the charges for which Palestinian
comparative analysis below, the length of casesne year. In 2001, however, 48.94% of caseshildren are arrested and detained have
issued to Palestinian children is growing longerwere sentenced to between six months and orremained the same. The overwhelming majority
In 1999, 43.51% of the cases we representegear and 15.96% to more than one ykeother | of children are sentenced on the charge of stone
received a sentence of less than one month| kwords, there has been a 156% increase in cas#sowing. Punishment for throwing stones now
the year 2001, that percentage has decreasedrireiving sentences of between six months anstarts at a seven month prison sentence and a
20.21%. Conversely, in 1999 only 19.08% ofone year, and a 132% increase in cases receivifigancial fine starts with a thousand NIS to
cases received a sentence of six months to prsentences of more than one year. It should|bgeveral thousand.

A Comparative Analysis of DCI/PS Cases from 192901

1999 2000 2001

Age Group Cases/ Percentage

12 years 12 /5.94% -0- -0-

13-14 20/9.90% 55/21.83% 31/ 16.94%
15-16 87 /143.07% 118/ 46.83% 79/43.17%
17-18 83/41.09% 79/ 31.34% 73/39.89%
Total No. of Cases 202 252 183
Duration of Sentence Cases / Percentage

Less than 1 month 57 /43.51 22 /35.48% 19/20.21%
1 - 6 months 40 /3053% 9/145% 14/1489%
6 months - 1 year 25/19.08% 25/40.3% 46/48.94%
More than 1 year 9/6.88% 6/9.7% 15/15.96%
Total No. of Sentences 131 62 94

Prison and Detention Center

Visits:

During the year 2001, the Legal Programuacsiis No._of Visits
continued to arrange regular visits to Megiddo 13
interrogation centers in the occupie Telmond (Hasharon & Ofek) 18
territories and prisons inside Israel. The ai Ramle 12

of these visits is to monitor the circumstances  ashkelon
inside the prisons and to pressure the
administration to improve thes

circumstances. Atotal of 50 visits were carried
out in 2001, as follows:

Etzion Interrogation Center
Beit El Interrogation Center

N N RN

Moskabiyya




Detention Centers

Usually, arrested children spend the
initial period following their arrest in
Israeli interrogation centers, military
camps and settlements in the occupied
territories. The circumstances of
detention in these centers are very
difficult. After that, children are
transferred to detention facilities
according to their ages. Male children
below sixteen years old are transferred
to Telmond compound while male
children sixteen and over are
transferred to Megiddo military prison.
Female children are transferred to
Ramle (Neve Tertze) prison.

During the year 2001, the legal
program followed up 21 cases of
transferring  detainees  from

interrogation centers to prisons. The

interrogation centeradministration
continually delayed transferring
arrested children to prisons.
Consequently, some children spent
months in detention centers.

The main characteristics of the interrogation centers can be summarized as follows:

a- These centers are set up for temporary detention, where detainees are supposed to spend «
short identified period of time. However, in many cases, children are kept in these centers
until the investigation is finished. Sometimes the detention period is extended until the
procedures are completed. This period does not usually exceed two weeks, but it was
noticeable this year that children spent periods that reached several months in such facilities.
The situation required the Legal Program'’s intervention and we presented several complaints
to the Attorney General requesting the transfer of these children to prison. Cases that are
not followed adequately, unfortunately, usually result in children spending months in these
centers. An example of this situation is the child Shadi Abu Fkheida who spent four months
in Beit El military camp. As soon as his case was received by DCI/PS, the program presented
a request to transfer him to a suitable prison, something which his initial attorney had
failed to do.

b- These centers are administered by the Israeli army. Essential requirements for a long-term
stay are not available, such as books, clothes, and recreation opportunities. Increasing the
need for such basic necessities is that family visits are not permitted and there exist numerous
obstacles impeding the regular visits of attorneys.

c- Family members and lawyers trying to access these centers put themselves at risk, as the
trips can be life threatening because of settler attacks. The centers are located inside Israeli
military camps inside illegal Israeli settlements.

d- There is no privacy for children in these centers and there is no distinction between adult and
child prisoners. Children 16 and 17 years old are defined as adults in these centers. However,
there are no special procedures or considerations for children thigugffidefinition (under
16 years), with the occasional exception of putting them in separated rooms when available.

e- Throughout the year, these centers were continually over-crowded because of the ongoing
arrest campaigns. A large number of detainees were put in each room resulting in a shortage
of beds, clothes, and covers. Throughout the year 2001, the number of detainees in each
room was between 15-20 detained children.

f- Detainees are subjected to beatings and are tear-gassed inside the rooms, in spite of

international prohibitions on spraying tear-gas at detainees and in closed areas. DCI/PS
presented four complaints to the army prosecutor in the West Bank regarding the dismal
detention circumstances and inhumane treatment of detainees inside these centers. The
prosecutor promised to solve these problems.
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military prisons and central prisons:

Military Prisons: these prisons are ,ison administration for the mistreatment of- |

supervised by the army and administrated bitjigren in this prison, calling for the transfer
the military police. The only prison of this kin a
is Megiddo prison. Detainees sixteen years olg

and over are transferred to this prisonagministration promised to solve this proble
Pursuant to Military Order No. 132, children 54 some detainees were transferred fr

sixteen and over are considered adults. Thu%fek to Hasharon. However. the Palestini
there is no distinction between adult and ch Idchild political prisoners continue to b

prisoners detained in Megiddo. During theyansferred into Ofek, rather than Hasharon.
year 2001, the number of children in this

prison was generally between 60- 90.

Ramle Prison (Neve Tertze): This prison|is

) o . | designated for Israeli criminal femalesi...
Central Prisons: Administered by what is detainees. However, it has become regular _ _ _
called the Israel Prison Service these pris nBractice to detain female Palestinian prison ré’ndependent and impartial authority, and to a
are part of the Ministry of Public Security. both children and adults, in Raml ~prompt decision on any such action. Similarly,
These prisons are located inside Isra lThroughout 2001, the number of Palestini r{he UN Standard Minimum Rules for the
Palestinian children are imprisoned in t €emale child detainees ranged between th e,édministration of Juvenile Justice (Beijing
following facilities: to four detainees. Rules) note that “(t)hroughout the proceedings
the juvenile shall have the right to be
represented by a legal adviser or to apply for
free legal aid where there is provision for such
aid in the country(26.5). The Beijing Rules
also address the issue of family visits, placing
this right within the context of the “best
interests” of the child approach, stating that
“(Dn the interest and well-being of the
institutionalized juvenile, the parents or
guardians shall have a right of access.”

R

Telmond Prison: The Telmond compound
contains two facilities that detain PalestinianMain Issues Followed Up by the
child political prisoners, as follows: DCI/PS Legal Program

i. Hasharon: A prison for both children and Denial of Lawyer and Family Visits:
adults (Palestinian child political prisoners andThe right of detained children to lawyer and
Israeli adult prisoners). It includes two family visits is considered a basic right
sections, 7 and 8, designated for “securitjuveniles deprived of their liberty an
prisoners,i.e. Palestinian child politicall enshrined in international law. Article 37
prisoners. Throughout the year, the numbethe CRC outlines this right, stating that
of detained Palestinian children in this prisor(e)very child deprived of liberty...shall have There have been virtually no family visits for
ranged between 55- 80 children, aged betweethe right to maintain contact with his or herchildren from the West Bank since the
14-18 years old. family through correspondence and visits, savéveginning of the Intifada in September 2000,
. _ in exception circumstances,” and that “(e)verydue to the strict Israeliimposed closure on the
29 S;ethé)sggg: itSO\(Ijv:sr(ijgsn?;tin:olcg tcr:ﬁn)lln aEhild_deprived of his or her liberty shall have occupied territories. Families that managed to
Israeyli juvenile detainees. However, t elthe rlghF 0 prompt access to legal and.ot ereach prison facilities in_ spite of the closurc_e
facility also holds a number of Palestini napproprlate aSS|st§nce, as well as t_he right tavere refused entrance,_ informed f[hat they did
child political prisoners. Throughout the ye rchallen_ge the legality of the deprivation of hisnot POSSESS the required permits from .the
' "or her liberty before a court or other competent|sraeli military leader of the area. The majority




of children, some of whom served sentencesf the Israeli prison administration this
of over 10 months, are released before theipermission must clearly state that they have
families were able to visit them. been given permission because they are a
o lawyer. However, when the DCI/PS lawyer
From the beginning of the year 2001, theoqested such a permit he was told that this
Israeli authorities placed obstacles impedinga550n is not one of the categories given by
Palestinian lawyersvisits. Sometimes, he pistrict Coordinating Office when issuing
lawyers were denied permission to visit a dpermits (only businessman, VIP or
sometimes they were forced to wait for hours,  manitarian reasons are stated on the
at the entrances of prisons before they w "Bermits).

allowed to enter. Sometimes, the lawyers were

not allowed to visit the sentenced detainee:: Only visits to Palestinian detainees who
and were only allowed to visit interrogated have not been sentenced are permitted. This
detainees after presenting official means that approximately 40% of Palestinian
authorization and court protocol that includeschildren (those who have been sentenced) are
the lawyers name to prove that s/he represent®mpletely forbidden from lawyer visits.

the detainee.

The lawyer must prove that he/she is
During the year 2001, the Ministry of Public representing the child in court. In order to
Security issued new procedures effectingorove this, the child must sign a form,
Palestinian lawyersisits to child detainees, however, the Prison Administration will not
Consequently, Palestinian lawyers from theallow a lawyer to meet face-to-face with their
West Bank and Gaza Strip have beertlient. Instead, the lawyer must fax a form to
essentially prevented from visiting thejr the prison where the guards will ask a prisoner
clients in Israeli prisons since 5 July 2001, to sign it. In at least one case, the prison guards
have deceived the detainee into signing a
T_he n_ew procedurgs amount _to a flagr nEonfession along with the form. The form is
V|olat!on of legal rights and include th normally written in Hebrew, a language the
following: child does not understand.

Meetings between the lawyers and the The lawyer must send his ID card, proof
d;_tameeﬁ shouli bz a;t_ende: by adeI &t power of attorney and a permission to enter
0 'C?‘r who SF’e_a S Arabic and records t,elsrael as a lawyer to the prison 48 hours
details of the visit. Such procedures contra 'Cbefore the visit. This means that it is
a _bas'c rlghts of th detainee, thatis attorp impossible to visit the prison quickly in cases
client confidentiality, and they contradict of emergency.

Israeli law. '

Palestinian children from Jerusalem are
O orbidden from utilizing the services of
Israeli ml!ltary to Iea}ve the West Bgnk a dPalestinian lawyers from the West Bank or
Gaza Strip. According to the requireme tSGaza Strip. In many cases, children from the

Lawyers must have permission from t &
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West Bank who are arrested in Jerusalem arend immediate access to the prisons.
tried in Jerusalem courts and thus refused theanctity of the lawyer-client relationship i
services of a West Bank lawyer. broken without this type of access.

nyYPCATI), Hamoked and other Palestinian
organizations to present a petition to the
Supreme Court to cancel the new instructions.
N o ) ) o The court held several meetings to discuss the
These conditions do not apply to IsraeliThis situation constitutes a serious violation Ofrequest, but as of the end of 2001 no decision
lawyers, who only need to show their lawyerinternational law and places Palestinian, ;¢ yet been made.
ID at the gate of the prison in order to visit| children at the mercy of a dangerous and|i
N _ _ | some cases life-threatening prison system. ThisSNley s e s W e N = T A0 0 IR [ oo 1T
All of these conditions place serious barrierSsystem allows prison guards and t replied that visits were permitted provide
in front of Palestinian lawyers in the West Bankadministration to act towards child detainegs they complied with the procedure
and Gaza Strip. Given the almost total ban PRyithout any form of outside monitoring o outlined by the Prison Administration, a

family visits in pl ince th inning of ; :
amily Visits in place since the beginning 9f observation. outlined above. In response to the co
the Intifada in September 2000, lawyers are . :
. " . ) . decision on 19 February 2002, a meeti
often the only link a Palestinian child prisonerIn response to the new Israeli procedure :
of lawyers and concerned NGOs decid

has with the outside world. In the case pfdealing with lawyersvisits, DCI/PS worked o

. . - - . to place another petition before the Isras
repeated attacks on detainees by prison guardsssociation for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) S Eaui)
it is imperative that a lawyer has unimpededPublic Committee Against Torture in Israel g :

Right to Education: may require because of their age, sex, and
The UN Rules for the Protection of Juvenilespersonality and in the interest of their

Deprived of their Liberty, point 38 state thatwholesome development.”

“Every juvenile of compulsory school age has

the right to education suited to his or her needg November 1997, as a result of the efforts
and abilities and designed to prepare him|opf DCI/PS, DCl/Israel, and Advocate Tamar

her for return to society. Such educationPelleg, the Central Courtin Tel Aviv ruled that

should be provided outside the detentiordetained Palestinian children have the right
facility in community schools wherevef to education and that the education of
possible and, in any case, by qualified teacherealestinian children will be implemented

through programmes integrated with theaccording to the Palestinian curricula. This
education system of the country so that, aftegecision has never been fully implemented.
release, juveniles may continue thejr

education without difficulty. Special attention In Hasharon (in Telmond compound) priso
should be given by the administration of thepalestinian male child prisoners are detaine
detention facilities to the education dfin two sections, each of which receives
juveniles of foreign origin or with particular instruction for 2-3 hours day, 3 times per week.
cultural or ethnic needs..." The Beijing Rules, However, in contrast to the 1997 court

point 26.2 state that “Juveniles in institutionsdecision, they receive instruction in only 3

shall receive care, protection and all necessartibjects (Hebrew, Arabic, and Math), though
assistance - social, educational, vocationakhe Palestinian curriculum contains 8 subjects.
psychological, medical and physical - that theyin addition, students are not allowed to keep




school books or related material with themspecial educational needs of Palestini
and the assigned teachers are not qualified whildren who do not understand Hebre
teach the Palestinian syllabus. Consequentlfffectively, these children receive n
the education received by the detainees doeslucation while detained.

not compensate children for the education the

lost due to the detention and does not pre a}éem_ale detainees in Ramle prison do
them to resume their studies upon release, '€ceive any formal education. In addition, t
administration refuses to allow the lawye

In Ofek (in Telmond compound, wherg to bring in school books to the detainees. T|
Palestinian children are detained with Isragladministration argues that families a
juvenile criminal prisoners), they sit in on allowed to bring educational supplies to t
classes according to the Israeli curriculum,|irdetainees, but, as mentioned, families h

an
W.
0o

No formal education is provided to Palestinian
child political prisoners in Megiddo military
prison, as they are treated as adult prisoners.
They are only allowed to sit for the general

nasecondary matriculation exams (tawjihi).
h

e
rSChildren held in detention centers in the

h@ccupied territories also receive no
eeducational instruction. Thus, not only do

hechildren suffer from being imprisoned, their

varospects for a bright future are further

Hebrew, a language they do not understanchot been allowed to visit the detainees fofMPaired due to their inability to pursue their

The administration pays no attention to theover a year.

Detention with Israeli Juvenile Criminal Prisoners:

Placing Israeli juvenile criminal prisoners andreasons should be kept separately from pe
Palestinian child political prisoners togetherimprisoned for a criminal offense

was reintroduced by the Israeli Prisgn ) o
Authorities in the latter part of the year 2000!N SPité of these guidelines, the Isra
and is contrary to the United Nations Standard@Uthorities continue to detain Palestinian ch
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of PrisonersPolitical prisoners with Israeli juvenil
(Standard Minimum Rules) adopted by U criminal prisoners. DCI/PS has dqcume_nt
Economic and Social Council resolution 663cUmerous cases of Palestinian child polit
(XXIV), on July 31, 1957. This resolutio prisoners bging at.tacked. by juvenile crimi_
provides authoritative guidance in interpretingPrisoners, including being beaten, havi
principles laid out in documents such as the’™
Universal Declaration of Human Rights a ¢With razor blades, and sexually harassed.

the International Covenant on Civil and In November 2001, DCI/PS sent an urg
Palitical Rights. The Standard Minimum Rul S|etter to the Legal’ Advisor of the Israe

apply to all persons in dgtention, for whate ®prison Authority in regards to the situati
reason. Among other things, the rules note: of Palestinian two male child politic
different categories of prisoners shall b&, isoners who were incarcerated with Isra
kept in separate institutions (or parts of. iminal prisoners and were subject
institutions), taking account of their sex, a e’beatings and attacks from these prison
criminal record, the legal reason for th irincluding one of whom was attacked and
detention and the necessities of theilyin 4 razor. The Prison Authority refus
treatment; . | to look into the matter. The continue
people detained for civil or administrati € placement of Palestinian child politic

education.

plerisoners with Israeli criminal prisoners is
life threatening.

liThis practice effects two of the prisons in

ildvhich Palestinian child political prisoners are
detained, as follows:

d

alOfek Prison

al
Ofek prison consists of four sections.

regularly detained in Ofek and distributed
namong several rooms. During the year 2001,
li DCI/PS received several cases of detainees in
n Ofek who were attacked by criminal juvenile
| detainees. Sometimes the Palestinian children
livere beaten using knives or other implements
oand scalding water was poured on them. In
reddition, the clothes and private belongings
ubf Palestinian children detained were stolen
dby criminal juvenile detainees. Despite DCI/
d PS’s intervention, the prison administration
| did nothing to solve these problems, to punish
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the criminals, or to transfer the Palestinianin front of the Parole (Shlish) Committee, authorities when it came to Palestinian children
political detainees to other prisons or othemhich reviews the children’s sentences aftedetainees. The committee repeatedly refused
sections in the same facility. they serve 2/3 of their sentence. Thisto release Palestinian children detainees.
procedure had been previously denied |tdn Megiddo prison, the Parole Committee also
Palestinian children from the West Bank andefused to release any detained child, even if
Gaza Strip, while Israeli criminal juveniles only few days remained to complete the
X V€[€and detained Palestinian children withoriginal sentence. During the year 2001, DCI/
continually between ten to twelve Palestinian;ersalem 1Ds were allowed to stand befor®S represented 29 cases in front of this
female detainees detained in Ramle, includingnis committee. committee, but only five requests were
four girl children. The Palestinian detainees accepted. In order to raise awareness about this
in this prison are in the same sections as thim 2001, DCI/PS followed-up 29 cases befo 8ssue, we urged lawyers from the International
criminal detainees, but in separate rooms. Ththe Parole Committee. The Legal Program’scqmmission of Jursists Swedish Section to
Palestinian political detainees suffer continuakexperience in the past year indicated a conclietgang Committee sessions with the DCI/PS

attacks and harassment by the Israeli criminahift in the Parole Committee’s approach Oattorney in order to monitor the work of the
detainees. Palestinian child political prisoners. |

) committee. One jurist, the Past President of
Telmond compound, most of the children whog,yeqish Bar Association, attended a session
iewere presented to this committee in the yeagnq winessed how the Committee discussed
2000 were released. But in the year 2001, th e files of twelve children within one hour

Was blatant discrimination on part of the Isra liand refuses to release any of them.

Ramle Prison

Throughout the year 2001, there we

Cases Brought Before the Parole Committ
In 1996, DCI/PS managed to succeed
bringing cases of detained Palestinian child

I
&) s PHARMALY

[ i =




Treatment of Palestinian Child Another factor affecting conditions of
Political Prisoners by Prison detention is the interference of the prison
Administrations: administration in choosing the representative
Conditions of detention for Palestinian child of the Palestinian child political prisoners. For
political prisoners continued to deteriorate inexample, the administration continually
each of the facilities holding children. The refused to acknowledge the detainee Nasser
situation of Palestinian child prisoners inZeid, 17 years old, as representing the child
Telmond prison, as outlined below, is detainees, though they elected him. Because
representative of the types of mistreatment tof this, Nasser received severe mistreatment
which Palestinian children are regular|yin prison, beaten several times and repeatedly
subjected. placed in isolation. The same situation

] o | occurred with Abdul Jawwad Hmoud who was
Since the beginning of the year, detaineQected after Nasser Zeid was transferred to
children in this prison were attacked severahgxelon prison. Again, the administration
times by the prison staff with no apparent ef,sed to acknowledge him as representative.
reason. In one case, the Pprisonapqy| Jawwad was severely punished by
administration, supported by large numbers,eing placed in isolation for weeks on end.
of police officers armed with sticks and gasyye ywas deprived of family visits even though

masks, invaded the detaiHEES_C)mS- The| he comes from Jerusalem and thus his family
detainees were beaten and their rooms elfas able to arrive at the prison.

sprayed with teargas which resulted in the

injury of several children. Instead of Lack of appropriate supplies and services
transferring injured detainees for treatmentprovided to the prisoners by the administration
they were presented to interior administrativealso impacts conditions of detention. Lawyers
courts. Detainees were punished by beingnd human rights organizations that try to
deprived of family visits, especially provide much needed supplies are prevented
detainees from Jerusalem whose families|dérom doing so. For example, given the
not need permission to visit. Many detaineesnadequate supply of basic items such as
were placed in solitary confinement. Theunderclothes, DCI/PS, with the support of
following detainees were beaten: NasselUNICEF, purchased the required items and
Zeid, Abdul Jawwad Hmoud, Abdallah Atta, attempted to deliver them to the prison during
and Mahmoud Badran. During the visit of the Muslim feast marking the end of Ramadan
DCI/PS’s lawyer to the detainee Abdul (Eid al-Fitr). However, the Telmond
Jawwad Hmoud, 17 years old, he said: “Oradministration refused to allow the delivery
15/11, | was beaten all over my body by theof the items to the detainees, claiming that
prison guards and was put in a small celsuch items can be brought only by families,
with no water. When the administrator of thethough families are consistently prohibited
prison came, he threatened me that | wouldrom visiting.

be transferred to the isolation department of )
the Ramla prison Violent Mistreatment and Torture: The

prohibition against torture is absolute. No
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situation can justify its application and there are= 96% of detainees were handcuffed.
no exceptions. This position is enshrined in: 92% of them had their eyes blindfolded
several UN declarations and covenants, to which - and 15% had their heads put in dirty sacks
Israel is a signatory party, including article 37 509% had scars due to torture lasting for the
of the UN Convention on the Rights of th period of their interrogation an
Child, and the UN Convention Against Torture.  jmprisonment.

20% of them were imprisoned with criminal
prisoners.

Though the prohibition on torture is clear,
affidavits provided to DCI/PS by chil
political prisoners indicate that violent The following table, based on a sample of 15
mistreatment, often amounting to torture, is &ases of children dealt with by the Legal
systematic component of the arrest,program in 2001, indicate the types of abus

children detained by Israel. The subjected:

overwhelming majority of children with

whom the DCI/PS Legal and Social Progral

dealt with in 2000 and 2001 attested to having Sleep Deprivation

been subjected to one or more forms of gejting 21

_mlstreatme_nt during their penoc_i of arrestg d 21Position Abuse 24

interrogation, such as beatings, having i

. . Isolation 49
scalding and freezing water poured on them > e
alternatively, tied in painful positions for lon Blindfolding and Tying of Hands ~ 15C° names of other children who participated. The
periods of time, sexually harassed, and being confession is written in Hebrew, a language
subject to physical and psychological thre tén 2001, torture, both physical and most Palestinian children do not understand.
psychological, was used against childrenA rational evaluation of such a confession calls
during interrogation and other stages ofinto question its veracity. Yet little attention

DCI/PS experience makes clear that the violentletention. Methods of violent mistreatmentis paid to the truth of the confession, for its

mistreatment of Palestinian children is part andare often applied to children in order to obtainexistence serves as the needed justification to

parcel of the arrest process. According toa confession or for punishment. Throughgutsend the child to trial in the Israeli Military
interviews with 50 child ex-detainees agedthe process, children’s vulnerability is Court System, a system characterized by
between 10-17 who were arrested in the yeargrgeted, creating a situation wherein childrerdiscriminatory rules and regulations.

1999 and 2000, DCI/PS found that: are isolated, frightened for their lives and ) ) ) o
60% of them had been arrested in streptselieve no one else can intervene to end thelPC1/PS'S éxperience working with Palestinian
without prompt notification of their| misery. It becomes clear that the interrogatiorf Nild_Political prisoners indicates that
families. period, and consequently the abuse, will noferrorizing the child is the first form of mental
84% were exposed to aggression whileend until the child confesses. suffering inflicted. In addition to the physical

being arrested by soldiers who wete beatings, violent methods of arrest,
sometimes masked and disguised as Ar. bg’he end results are often illogical confessionsblindfolding, verbal threats, and sleep

Jor example, in 2001 DCI/PS dealt with o edeprivation are methods of coercion clearly
case wherein a detained child confessed thaiolating the international injunction against
he and his brother continually threw stonesruel and degrading treatment.

throughout the year, though his brother was
in prison at the time. Another example is when
a child confesses to throwing stones two
hundred times in the year. Other confessions
are filled with minute detail, such as the exact
number of times stones were thrown, and the

by Israeli interrogators.

100% were exposed to interrogation al
physical and psychological torture i
detention centers.

3Please note that Palestinian children are routinely subjected to more than one form of abuse during the arrest, interrogation, and incarceration process. Therefore, the total number resulting from this

table exceeds the total number of cases dealt with by the organization in 2001.



In discussing the above forms of abuse t(
which Palestinian child political detainees are
subjected, several issues must be considere]

a. That each individual act is but one part off
arrest and interrogation process that ig
designed to cripple and defeat the detaineg
Taken individually, particular acts may alone
not constitute torture. Considered as-a-whol
however, the combined abuse, which succeeq
in physically and psychologically exhausting
and terrifying the child, constitutes torture.
Prisoners are kept from sleeping for extende
periods, deprived of food, not given access tg
atoilet, nor a change of clothes. Quite rightly
prisoners interpret this treatment as utterly de
humanizing. In this vein, it is necessary to
consider the links between physical ang
psychological mistreatment, wherein the
former is applied in order to physically exhaust
the child, which subsequently effects the
psychological state of the child, thus
exacerbating the effects of both types o
mistreatment.

b. That such abuse takes place within thg
context of a 34 year long military occupation
of approximately three million civilians. An

occupation that has been characterized b
systematic violence against the child’s ethnic
religious, and national group, adding to the
fear in place in the child at the time of arres
and exacerbate the effects of the treatment.

c. Finally, one must continually consider that
the subjects of such abuse are children. Simil
methods applied to a 30-year-old adult ma:
not have the same consequences as they wo
on a child. However, for children, the entire
arrest process results not only in physica
injury, but in psychological terror.

Comment on the 1999 Israeli High Court Ruling Regarding the Use of Torture Against
Detainees

On 6 September, 1999, the Israeli High Court passed a ruling in response to a petition by that
made illegal several interrogation methods used by the General Security Services (GSS),
now known as the Israel Security Agency. Four of the methods banned were: violently shaking
a suspect, tying them in contorted positions to a small kindergarten chair, covering his/her
head with a sack, and sleep deprivation.

This ruling was widely interpreted by the international community to mean that Israel had
outlawed the practice of torture. In reality, this was absolutely not the case. It should be
noted that the 1999 Israeli High Court ruling referred only to the practices of the General
Security Services. DCI/PS experience indicates however, that the majority of torture of
children is not carried out by the ISA, but rather by Israeli police, soldiers and military
police in detention centers located in Israeli settlements and military camps. Palestinian
children are subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment by all three of the
above mentioned groups that were NOT included in the September 1999 ruling.

Initial reports suggested that the use of torture declined or stopped in the days immediately
after the September 6 High Court ruling. Subsequent reports, however, show that torture is
still used with just as much frequency, having become more intense since the Palestinian
Uprising (Intifada) began in September 2000. Children detainees have been no exception to
this disturbing trend.

Contrary to what many had hoped, visits by DCI/

PS attorneys to children in Israeli prisons indicate

that nothing has improved since the 1999 ruling;

they report that virtually every imprisoned child
testifies to some form of torture or other cruel, -
inhuman or degrading treatment. Moreover, thgyﬂr -
note that new, more insidious methods are being =
used more frequently, including more
psychologically focused techniques such as the uUse
of isolation, using Palestinian collaborators t
extract confessions, or pressuring children
collaborate with the Israeli military.

The September 1999 ruling regarding GS
interrogation practices succeeded in narrowing t' :
terms of discourse, by focusing on the practices o

the GSS (now ISA), while ignoring interrogatior
methods employed by other Israeli state secur
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bodies, including the police and military of the public discourse regarding torture inthrowing, makes patently clear the fact that
intelligence; by directing attention towards thelsrael. Given that the debate is frequentlytorture in Israel by Israeli state functionaries is
‘ticking bomb scenario at the same time asframed within the terms of 'ticking bomb| a strategic, political, and colonialist tactic that
ignoring the other widespread scenarios whereigcenarios (in which critical information to fits within an overall system of Israeli military
torture is regularly applied to Palestinianprevent an attack is perceived to be at stake inccupation.

political detainees; and by focusing considerablehe interrogation), the issue of torture in Israel ) ) ) )
attention on Israeli attempts not only to justi The ease with which torture against children

is repeatedly placed within a context of Israel’s A ’
the application of torture, but also to re-define“security, issue and threats to its existence12S beéen largely absent in discussions
torture as something other than that.

However, an examination of the widespre Jegarding the Israeli use of torture illustrates
Of particular concern to DCI/PS is the and systematic use of torture again

the need of a child-specific interpretation of
complete absence of any reference to tortir@alestinian child detainees, the majority of torture»

as well as the need for increased
against children in either the ruling or in muchwhom are arrested on the charge of ston&térnational action into the phenomena of
violence against children.

Other Legal Program Activities in 2001:

The Palestinian Level:
The DCI/PS Legal Program participated in several meetings and conferences in 2001, as

well as organized a variety of other activities, as noted below: Repeated Israeli attacks on

Palestinian communities,
1- Participated in the meetings of the Coordinating Committee of the Palestinian Child Rights = characterized by harsh

Coalition that were held at the office of the National Plan of Action for Palestinian Children. closures and sieges led to the
The committee includes several NGOs and other governmental organizations interested in  dysfunction of  the
working with children. Palestinian Authority in

2- Arranged and participated in several meetings for families of children killed by Israeli forces many ways, throughout the
and settlers. The meetings were held in order to establish a committee to follow up with ~ Palestinian territories. Thus,

unique situation of these families. the role of many Palestinian
3- Held several meetings with the International Committee of the Red Cross to discuss the facilities, particularly the
situation of detained Palestinian children. judiciary system were

4- Conducted several meetings with Amnesty International delegations visiting the area. In ~ severely impeded. All that
these meetings, Israeli violations against children, particularly child political detainees, were  reflected negatively on the

discussed. legal and legislative aspects
5- Participated in a conference in Jordan about the spread of light weapons in the Arab world  concerning the rights of the

and presented a working paper. child. The legislation that
6- Worked on establishing a pressure group consisting of several Israeli human ights  was applicable during the

organizations to lobby against Israel’'s policy of denying lawyers visitation rights. past periods of occupation

7- Prepared a report detailing the circumstances of detained Palestinian children to present at a still applies. The Palestinian
conference held in Belgium. When the Israeli occupation forces barred the DCI/PS  Legislative Council has still
representative from traveling, the report was faxed and was read at the conference which not passed any new
was attended by several Belgian organizations and people interested in Palestinian human legislation in regards to
rights. children’s rights.

8- Facilitated the visits of three groups of international jurists, from the International Comméssion
of Jurists- Sweden, to monitor military court and parole committee proceedings.
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the violations to which they are subjected. as possible concerning violations against
Following the outbreak of the Intifada i Palestinian children.

September 2000, DCI/PS further develope®. Developing a separate file documenting
its work in this regard, expanding its network each child killed or severely abused by the

Documentation

Genperal Background:

of volunteer fieldworkers and informatio Israeli soldiers or settlers;
sources and enhancing its accurate, objectiv&. Regularly updating the database to reflect

Violations of Palestinian children and efficient database of child rights the most current information.

rights stemming from the Israeli . . S . .
. : . - violations. Key activities involved in thi
occupation continued to increase in the year

R . . development, included:
2001. These violations occur in spite of the P f-I;)TI?)Wing
fact that the Israeli government ratified the1, Documenting all individual and collectiv: highlights the
Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991.  violations against Palestinian children main

Given these gross and systematic violations, through fieldwork carried out by DCI/P .

. . 4 ~achievements of
in 1996, DCI/PS began documenting volunteers and staff. Due to the increase in 4 4ocumentation
violations of Palestinian children’s rights that  the number of cases of violations against division during
occurred as a direct result of Israeli military  children, the documentation divisio the year

and settler presence in the occupied territories recruited a number of volunteers to conduict 2001

and the occupation policies applied to the research studies throughout the Palestinian

approximately 3 million Palestinian residents. areas in an attempt to obtain as much data

The occurrence of systematic violations isjof = -
grave concern, and requires constant follow '._x_'_
up by local and international agencies®
monitoring the situation of children’s rights, .
particularly the United Nation's Committe

Parties must submit regular reports to the ’
Committee regarding implementation. At the, *

[
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Israeli Violations of Palestinian Children’s Rights:

1- The Right to Life

Over the two years 2000 and 2001, DCI/PS field research recorded 203 deaths of children (under 18) killed as a result of the Israeli occupati
Israeli soldiers and settlers killed 105 children in 2000 and 98 2001. In addition, the division documented the killing of a fetus when a pregnat
woman was hit by shrapnel in an Israeli military attack on the Gaza Strip in 2001.

Two characteristics of the Israeli violence stand out in a comparison of child deaths and injuries between 2000 and 2001. Israeli forces Kille
significantly younger children in 2001 than in comparison with the year 2000 and they did so with a much higher level of force.

In terms of injury in the year 2001, DCI/PS collected information on 3,750 child injuries. The Palestinian Red Crescent estimates a total ¢
between 6000-7000 children were injured during the year 20@1he 3,750 injuries documented by DCI/PS, more than 1/5 were to the upper
part of the body (head, chest, eye, neck and back).

Children Killed

Of the 98 children killed in 2001, Israeli soldiers shot 95 children dead while Israeli settlers killed three children. The following tables provide
further information regarding children killed in 2001:

Clashes 42 42.86

Shelling/ Missile Attack 17 17.35

During assassination attempt 12 12.24

Attack 18 18.37

Closure 2 2.04

Mine/Explosive 7 7.14

Total 98 100%

Number Percentage Number Percentage

0-8 7 6.66 12 12.24
9-12 12 11.43 21 21.43%
13-15 36 34.29 31 31.63%
16-17 50 47.62 34 34.69%
Total 105 100 98 100%

4 See http://www.palestinercs.org, the website of the Palestinian Red Crescent for more information.
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Children Injured

DCI/PS documented 3,750 cases of childr
injured by the Israeli army and settlers, whi
the Red Crescent Society estimates the tg
number of injured children ranged betwee
6000 and 7000 children during the year 200
The sheer volume of child injury, along wit
strict military closures and sieges 0
Palestinian towns and villages prevent fie

Of the injured children, 780 were hit in th
upper parts of their bodies, 121 of whom we
directly shot in one of the eyes resulting in
children loosing one of their eyes. 35.84%
children were hit either in their upper bod
part or lower one.

1,490 or 39.7% of the documented cases w
of injured children under twelve years of ag

and 24.16% were shot with live ammunition.

Impact of Closure on Right to Life

e®CI/PS documentation recorded nine cas
eof babies delivered at Israeli military
talheckpoints that isolate Palestinian towns a
2rvillages. In these cases, Israel soldie
1deliberately delayed passage of pregna
h woman trying to reach hospitals. The resu
fare as follows:

d

transported to a medical facility;
Three babies were in critical condition whe
they reached medical facilities;

Three babies suffered from minor heal
problems.

Three babies died before they were
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2- The Right to Education

One of the gravest violations to which
€Palestinian children are subjected are
violations to the right to education. The right
Nth education is enshrined in international
"human rights and humanitarian law,
lrl;Sarticularly the UN Convention on the Rights
St the Child (CRC), which entered into force
in Israel on 2 November 1991. The CRC
. _outlines the basic right of children to receive
an unobstructed education that encourages
their development and learning. Article 28 of
the CRC outlines the recognition, by States
hParties, of the child’s right to education, and
the goal of compulsory, free, basic education.
It also requires States Parties “to take
measures to encourage regular attendance at
schools and the reduction of drop-out rates.

>

t

The Israeli occupation obstructs the education
of Palestinian children in a variety of ways:
by directly attacking schools; closing schools
by military order; through restrictions on
freedom of movement which prevent students
and teachers from arriving to schools; and
through the imposition of curfews which
prohibit residents from leaving their homes
for any reason, thereby resulting in
accumulated lost school days.

In 2001, DCI/PS documented 214 incidents
violating Palestinian children’s right to
education, as follows:

1. Attacks on schoolsDCI/PS documented
98 cases of schools fired at by Israeli
soldiers using live ammunition, rubber-
coated steel bullets or tear gas. In some
cases, school students were present during

these attacks. A number of schools were




attacked more than once such as Quirt
School and Alya’qobieh School in the o

city of Hebron.
2. Transforming schools into military bases:

ub@he most devastating attack followed-up bypeople; one was killed as a result of weapons

d DCI/PS in 2001 occurred at the Shahidayn|Aimisuse during a funeral procession; and one
Ibrahmiyyeh Basic Girls School in Jenin. Onwas killed as a result of weapons misuse
18 October 2001, 10-year old Riham Nabeetluring a march. In all cases, live ammunition

The Israeli army took over five schools apndWard was killed by live ammunition to the was used.

turned them into military bases, after thechest while attending school in the German ] o )
students and faculty were forcefully Area, Jenin. According to DCI/PS fieldwork, Networking and Coordination with Local
evacuated. Three schools in the old city|ofRiham and other students arrived for clasg iff9anizations:

Hebron were evacuated and occupied aftethe morning and found Israeli tanks a dIn 2001, DCI/PS documentation staff
September 2000, Alma’aref Elementarysoldiers positioned near the school followi gcooperated and coordinated with a number of
Boys School, Jawhar Elementary Girlsan Israeli incursion into the area the previ u%overnmental and non-governmental
School, and Usama Bin Mungeth night. Israeli soldiers opened fire while t eorganizations for the purpose of obtaining
Elementary Girls School. These schoolsstudents were attempting to take cover on hgccurate information from a variety of
served 1,920 students who were deprivedlioor of one of the classrooms. Riham died inresources. Coordination took place with the
of their right to education for an extendedher older sister’s arms while five oth I balestinian Ministries of Health, Local Affairs,
period. The students were eventually re-students and three teachers were also injure hd Education, in addition to the Union of

assigned to different area ;F:hools. Social Workers in the West Bank and Gaza
’ C_Iosure of schools by mllltar_x order: . : Strip, and the Land Research Center in
Eight sc.hoolswere closed by mllltary order, Jerusalem. In  addition. DCI/PS
preventing students from attending schoo} | o1 5cy/ps documented the demolitign/documentation staff provided information to
for varied periods of time. destruction of 478 houses, leaving homelestens of local organizations and institutions as
-Curfews: DCI/PS documented 32 cases of, g, "o ostinian children. This is [aDCI/PS documentation continues to be
S.ﬁIhOOI closures |n|d|f;elrent T.O\.an argconsiderame increase of the 120 casedtilized as a source of reliable information
A srs‘e\f‘er:ﬁrs]; o d;rtz?r'o;”lzgji;gdocumented in 2000. In addition, thousarjdgegarding violations against Palestinian
' f dwellings were damaged as a result|ofhildren’s rights.

their homes. Consequently, the educationa] : L . .
- sraeli attacks on Palestinian residential area
process is these areas was repeatedl

. . . - m the West Bank and Gaza Strip, depriving
interrupted for varied periods of time. thousands of Palestinian children of their right;
. Missile Attacks/Tank Shelling: 71 u

Palestinian schools came under Israeli attacll<O adequate housing.
either through tank shelling or rockets fired children Killed in Areas Under th
from helicopters. In some cases, schoohyrisdiction of the Palestinian Authority:

students were present during these attacks. !
Some schools were partially destroyed.DCI/PS recorded ten incidents of childrenfs
Remains of rocket missiles were located|inkilled as a result of Palestinian gunfire. Seve
some schools endangering the lives |ofchildren were shot by Palestinian secur|t
students. Other schools were bombardedorces during an exchange of fire betwe
during school hours such as Shahidayn|APalestinians during an attempted arrest of
Ibrahmiyyeh School in Jenin, and the Palestinian political leader; one was killed
National School for the Blind in Al Bireh.| masked men who opened fire on a grou

of




2. Educational Program

General Objectives:

In 2001, the Girl Child project was

of five schools: Qurtoba, Al-Ya'qubia, Al-
Yagatha, Abd al- Khaleq Yaghmour and A
Fawar Refugee Camp School for girls. Tk

thousands of children and their families.

Activities

e Training Courses
Training Course for Teachers and
Employees:15 participants, including 10
teachers, participating from 12 schools
the Hebron governorate, and fiv
employees from al-Amal TV station in
Hebron. The course’s duration was1
hours and addressed the CRC (Convent!
on the Rights of the Child).

total beneficiaries of the project were 4,600
including 35 teachers, 300 mothers, anc

implemented in Hebron with the participation g

Training Course for Girls on the CRC:

Developing the Palestinian Girl-Child

Palestinian girl children who ha
previously received training from th
project took the initiative to train 15 ne
girls, utilizing the child-to-child approach

The course targeted girls aged 10-13 years

who were divided into three groups, ea
group consisting of five girls. The duratio
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The DCI/PS Educational Program focused on two main projects during 2001: Developing the Palestinian Girl-Child Project in Hebron, and

the Landmine Awareness Project. The Educational Program epitomizes DCI/PS’s approach in working with children, which focuses on
empowering children and raising their awareness at all levels- through child-to-child methodology- to facilitate their effective participation in defending
their rights and their active role in Palestinian society and to treat children not as passive recipients of adult knowledge, but as key actors in their socie

easing

periences.

e Workshops
Awareness MeetingsDCI\PS organized
seven awareness meetings targeting
mothers from the Old City of Hebron and
Al-Fawwar refugee camp, with 20 mothers
participating in each meeting. These
meetings discussed topics related to
psychological and reproductive health, as
well as topics related to the legal rights of
the child and women'’s rights. Moreover,
DCI\PS organized two workshops to
introduce child-to-child methodology.

of the course was 12 continuous days wit/ s

an average of three hours per day. Th

course discussed the principles of the CRC_,'§




Painting Workshops: DCI\PS, held eight
painting workshops via local summe
camps. These workshops targeted child
between 8-14 years old. Approximately 3
children participated in each workshop.

e Lectures

Sixteen lectures, each with between 20-
participants, were given covering th
following topics:

Five lectures on the psychological issu
concerning children.
Three lectures on child legislation in th
world and in Palestine.

Three lectures on early marriage. communities. The schools were affected to
ri= Four lectures on psychological guidance. different degrees. For example, Qurtoba
e One lecture on child labor. school, Yacoubiyya school and Al Yagatha
Olnvited guests included decision maketsschool were more affected than Abd al-

ministers, members of the PalestinianKhaleq Yaghmour school because they are
Legislative Council, physicians, religious Situated relatively close away to confrontation
leaders and social experts. areas. In addition, a number of visits were

made to the schools in order to organize
e Focus groups groups to discuss the general situation and to

The project conducted monthly focus gro pplan a_ct_ivities to assist the girls in coping with
meetings in order to plan project activities a dIhe crisis on the ground.
discuss ongoing work and future plans.
Participating girl children conducted resear
on settlements in Hebron and took part i
program at Hebron Radio, in which they spoke
about children and their rights as well as thd
challenges and violations they face in thei
2glaily life and everyday lives in general.

© DCI\PS also worked with the Directorate of
Education and area schools to organiz
edestival on the Day of the Palestinian Child (5
April), in which the focus groups in th
eschools helped organize the activities of the
festival in a creative way. The festival was helc
at Yagoubiyya school.

e School visits
From the beginning of the academic year, th

project carried out regular visits (biweekl ). Children’s Festival
to the five participating schools t

examine the conditions of th
ﬁ students and staff resultin
from the ongoing

In preparation for the festival, participating girls
assisted effectively in planning festival
activities and organizing the program and

S speeches.
Israeli siege on
\P alestinian Around 400 children from the four project
o

schools in Hebron City attended the festival.
Invited guests include the Director of Education
as well as the teachers of the schools. The

-
H'\-\._



Director and participating girls delivere
speeches and girl children presented artisti

program, and one chosen as host.
program was broadcast weekly and focused

how to best respond to the situation. CR
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awareness messages were highlighted
repeatedly, and numerous local experts were
hosted on the show. During the call-in portion

of the program, numerous children and

families phoned in, requesting the assistance
of the experts featured on the show. In 2001,
production and broadcast of this program

included on a monthly basis.

e Workshop on Child-to-Child
Methodology

Organized by the Arab Resource Collective
in Cyprus in February 2001, this workshop
examined the participantexperiences and

wwork mechanisms regarding planning,
siexecution and evaluation. The Project
sCoordinator attended the workshop, which
pwas held with the participation of children and
dield workers from different Arab countries.




e Staff Training

The Girl-child project coordinator participate
in a workshop on “Early Marriagevhich was
organized by the Arab Resource Collective|in
Cyprus in April 2001, and included th
participation of numerous organizations that
deal with the problems of early marriage. The
experience of these organizations was
evaluated during the workshop. In additio
many cassettes, documentary films and

working papers were presented. The DCI/PS

Girl Child project presented a recorded
performance detailing the girfgoint of view
on early marriage and its negative effects.

Related Activities:
DCI/PS assisted in the production of an
educational, rights based booklet for
children, published by the Palestine Red
Crescent Society in Hebron. DCI/PS|s
acted in an advisorial capacity, providing
feedback on the content and revising dr.
of the booklet. Children’s input on th

Landmine Awareness Project

General Objectives

booklet was garnered through a workshop
with children, organized by DCI/PS. Afte
production of the booklet, DCI/PS used the
publication in various activities an
workshops.

The project carried out several visits to 14
year old Abeer Karameh, a student
Yagoubiyya school who was wounded in
her abdomen and hand during an attackjon
the Old City of Hebron. DCI\PS recorded
a detailed interview with her and included
her case in the DCI\PS publication
Generation Denied.

Project staff accompanied a group of
international reporters in their visits t
Hebron and Bethlehem to examine the
damage in the areas attacked apd
bombarded by Israel. Interviews were also
recorded with the families of two childre
from Arroub refugee camp who had been
killed by Israeli soldiers and the familie!
of released child prisoners.
The project participated in the open days
of schools in Hebron in response to the

invitation of the Director of Activities at
the Directorate of Education. DCI/PS
organized lectures and workshops to
discuss the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and to let the children express
their opinion about the issues affecting
them. The children expressed themselves
through discussion groups and drawing
activities concentrating on the current
situation, the cause of their fear, anxiety
and distraction.

Discussions were held regularly as a follow
up to the CRC training courses. These
discussions deliberated on issues related
to the CRC and the violations of the rights
of the child. As a result of these
discussions, the girls who participated in
the training took the initiative to conduct
research on related issues and disseminate
the findings in the school wall magazine,
via the schoolspublic announcement
system, and through DCI\PS publications
(The Little Hands).
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The Landmine Awareness Project incorporatesf awareness among the community in generalistribution of the colored, educational
arange of actions aimed at raising commurityvas increased with regard to the problem|obooklets for children between the ages of 12
awareness about the problem of landmines anéndmines and UXO in the Occupiedand 15, as well as the distribution of two types
unexploded ordnance (UXO). It incorporatesPalestinian Territories. Because it is difficult of mine awareness stickers and colored
child-to-child methodology and seeks toto reach high-risk areas under conditions|okchool agendas.

prevent the additional deaths and injuries|oflosure, we maintained our relations with the _ _ _
innocent people, especially children. volunteers and teachers whom we trained iflSo, the Project submitted the Palestine

the past, and they continued to conveyReport for the Landmine Monitor Report
Since the beginning of the Intifada, the scopewareness messages and conduct activities #/01. This report discusses the Palestinian and

of the problem of landmines and UXO high risk areas. During 2001 many minelsraeli positions regarding the Mine Ban
increased, spanning beyond the areas| afwareness activities were conducted in gradeFreaty, Humanitarian Mine Action, and Victim
minefields and military training zones, schools and summer camps. Among thes8&urvivor Assistance. It is worth noting that
reaching to the areas of confrontation betweeactivities were: lectures, drawings, bulletinthe report discusses at length the situation of
the Palestinians and Israeli soldiers, where thboards, morning announcements, in additionmine fields and military training zones within
military repeatedly left many UXO behind. to the integration of mine awareness educatiothe areas under Israeli control. The report also
Israel also deployed mines at blockades whijcln the curriculum. demonstrates how, contrary to Israeli claims
separate the Palestinian Governorates anlhe project also used the mass media tmade in international circles, the minefields
have planted anti-personnel landmines |irconvey awareness messages, utilizing thim the Occupied Palestinian Territories have
some inhabited buildings, claiming that armednewspapers, radio, and television stationsio value from a military point of view, as was
Palestinians shoot from these buildings. DCI/PS participated in programs aired onhighlighted in a 1999 audit by the Israeli State
) ] radio and television discussing the problenComptroller. The report also discusses a new
Since September 2000, considerable succeg§ mines and UXO in Palestine. In addition, trend in Israeli practices, which is the use of

has been achieved with the Landmingpg jssye of landmines and UXO was raisetandmines during the Al-Agsa Intifada.
Awareness project: the role of the project iNon a mass scale through the Proje
high-risk areas was strengthened, and the level




Activities
Achievements
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1. Educational Materials: During this | The following table illustrates the media coverage:

period a collection of educational materials ACTIVITY NUMBER OF TIMES

were distributed, including:

Radio interviews 12 times
Distributed an illustrated children’ Television interviews 5 times
educational bOOklet to Warning Of th Reports in the newspapers 3 times
dangers_ of Iandmlne_s and UX_O' The Newspaper Articles by Others Many times
booklet includes advice and guidance: - -
. . . . DCI/PS press releases in Arabic 2 press releases
During this period around 2,500 copies DCIPS P : r——— 5 :
were distributed in high-risk areas. For ress releases in Englis press releases
ages 12 15. Mine Awareness messages Many times through Al-Markazy, Farah, Al-Amal,
Distributed a children’s educational coloring and Al-Majd Television stations in Jenin and Hebron.

booklet to explain to children the dangers . L ) . ) . ) )
of landmines and UXO. During this perio 3. Coopergtlon and Coordlnatlpn with | Israeli army. This constltgtes an increase in
around 2,000 copies were distributed inthe Educational Directorate Offices:As | the both the number of chlldrep killed as well
high-risk areas. For ages-®. aresult of the Israeli imposed closure impeding_is the tota_l number of casualties documgnted
Distributed a children’s school agen amovement between Palestinian areas, it was the previous year. In 2000, four Palestinian
difficult for project personnel to personally children killed and two injured as a result of

containing information about min ) ) . .
awareness, and the role of the communjitpUPervise the performance of teachers|ifandmine/UXO explosions.

in integrating the handicapped. During thisCONVeYing mine awareness messagges

period around 3000 copies were distribut g herefore, the Educational Directorate Offic 55' Awareness Activities:increasing the
in high-risk areas.

fulfilled this function, and reported to us abo tgeneral level of awareness among the
Two kinds of stickers warning of the Progress in the schools. During this peri

dcommunity as a whole in high-risk areas
dangers of landmines and UXO. DurigMany mine awareness activities were'®9arding the dangers of landmines through
this period around 5000 stickers wefeconducted, including: lectures, drawings,

conducting mine awareness lectures and

S L . bulleti : - workshops in high-risk areas and distributing
distributed in high-risk areas. ulletin boards, morning announcements, |in
addition to the integration of mine awarenes

gnine awareness materials.
2. Media coverageThe project presented the €ducation in the curriculum.
issue of landmines and UXO in local and

6. Meetings: Attended the International

international media Moreover. local 4. Documentation:In coordination with the CamPa'gn to Ban Landm_lnes, Th_'rd General
. ' DCI/PS Documentation Officer, the proje tMeetlng, and the I__andm_me Monitor Report

newspapers and television stations reporte O cuments all landmine and UXO explosio JResearchers Meeting (Middle East and North

- actlvmes ofthe Palestinian cgmpalgn tor |sc|en the Palestinian Territories in 2001. In 2001 Africa Group), Washington, DC, 6-7 March
community awareness of landmines and UXOs

DCI/PS documented 10 explosions f2001'

Short reports and press releases on spegiflindmines and UXO, resulting in the deaths7 | andmine Monitor Report 2001: The
issues related to the problem of landmine£f seven children and the injury of 13 personsygiecte updated the Palestine Report on
were produced, in both Arabic and English,A total of six of the deaths occurred as a resuihgmines and UXO in the Palestinian Territories
as aresponse to Israel’'s new use of landmine¥ an explosive device (possible booby trap)¢qr the Landmine Monitor Report 2001, a
explosive devices. These reports were widely/hich the seventh death was the result of ang i ation of the International Campaign to Ban
circulated via e-mail, newspapers, and ragigXPloded UXO, found in a child's | 5hgmines. This is the third report that DCI/PS
and television stations. neighborhood after it had been shelled by the ;¢ presented to the Campaign.

(Please see annex following this section for details on
project activities and number of beneficiaries).



Networking and Coordination

In 2001, the project strengthened working relationships with a number of governmental and non-governmental organizations, both locally ar
internationally. All of these organizations have assisted in the implementation of the project’s activities. In addition to delegating some of thi
responsibilities to our partners, as a result of the situation, this practice also contributed to strengthening our relations with these organizatiot
Such coordination was primarily with members of the Mine Action Committee, a Committee set up following the initiation of the project in
1999. Members are the Palestine Red Crescent Society, Ministry of Education, Palestinian National Security Forces and DCI/PS.

ANNEX

Project Activities for the period 1 January 2001- 31 December 2001

1.1.01-15.6.01 Updating Palestine report for theN/a N/a N/a
Landmine Monitor Report 2001

8.3.01-9.3.01 Present draft of report and participate inN/a 2 days Washington USA
meeting of Landmine Monitor Report
researchers

18.1.01 Lecture 28 people representing 1.5 hours Tiaseer

farmers and Teachers, and .0
adults from Tiaseer village.

29.1.01 Lecture 32 adults 1 + hour Al- samou

14.2.01 Lecture 20 adults 1 hour Tobas

3.3.01 Lecture 23 adults and children 1.5 hour Jenin

26.3.01 Lecture 23 adults 1 hour Sorif

14.4.01 Lecture 15 adults 2 hours AL-Agrabaniah

01.01.01-31.12.01 Educational Awareness Activities. AboutOver 10,000 children from Varying lengths  Schools and summer camps in:
150 activities (producing children’s mirie high-risk schools in Jenin, Qabatia Muthalith al-Shuhadda,
awareness songs, drawings, wallToubas areas and Hebron. Al-Yamoon, Silat Aldthaher,
magazine, bulletin boards, morning Jenin,Toubas, Ya’bad, Arraba, Al-
announcements, & distributing mine Rama, Jilboun, Tamoon, Taiseer,
awareness materials etc.). Al-Joudeida, Nezd al-Zeid, Um

Rihan, Al-Zababdeh, Yatta, Al-
Dahreia, Al-Samoa, Sorif.
Summer camps in:
Tubas, Jenin, Qalkelia, Hebron
During the Coverage in the local media and
reporting period broadcasting mine awareness messages.
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1. Geographic Location and Target 2. Activities and Achievements:
Groups

_ _ E! Individual Counseling and Support
Geographic Location During 2001, individual counseling and support sessions were held with children victims of
Hebron Governorate (villages, refugee cal p@olitical violence, as indicated by the following tables:

and cities). Special emphasis placed on rem
and/or marginalized areas as well as area: letrlbutlon of Child Beneficiaries by Gender

direct confrontation (including the Old City FHe/AYI=€[0]53% FEMALES MALES TOTAL

of Hebron, Abu Sneineh Neighborhood, Released Child Prisoners

Arroub Rfugee Camp, Dura, and Yatta, among Families of Child Prisoners 15 30 45
others). Injured Children 3 2
Families and children whose homes 25 20

Target Groups and Beneficiaries
School children in target (above-mentione
areas.

Children exposed to psychological abu Distribution of Child Beneficiaries by Place of Residence

as a result of Israeli military and settler
CATEGORY CITY REFUGEE | VILLAGE TOTAL
CAMP

action.
Released Child Prisoners

) were attacked
Total 45 67 112

Palestinian families living in dangerou
marginalized areas.

Staff/Volunteers of child focuse Families of Child Prisoners 12 16 17 45
organizations (teachers, specialists, |njured Children 5 - - 5
women’s groups, and volunteers). Families and children 45 ) _ 45
Palestinian mothers in marginalized areas.

whose homes were attacked
Total 68 24 20 112

Forms of Abuse Suffered by Palestinian Child Political Prisoners

Palestinian child political prisoners are almost uniformly subjected to cruel, inhuman, and
degrading treatment and abuse throughout their detention. Forms of abuse, along with the
number of children exposed to such abuse and worked with by the Social Program, are included
below. These practices are carried out by Israeli soldiers, police and interrogators.

Beatings From the moment of arrest until entering prison,12
children are subjected to beating all over the bady,
in particular the head and genitals.

5The number represents the total number of people worked with coming from 15 families.




Position Abuse (shabeh)

Humiliating and
Degrading Treatment

Forced Labor

Isolation

Detention with Criminal
Prisoners

Beating and Cruel
Treatment During
Transportation to Court

Prohibition on Family
Visits

Tying of the hands and legs or both; placing the?
child on a chair or against a wall and forcing him/
her to stand on toes for extended periods of time.
In cases wherein detainees did not confess, they
are tied up to chairs or even to beds.

Demanding that the child curse God or hisl7
relatives; spitting on child prisoners.

Children are forced to work during detention. For10
example, in Al-Majnouneh detention center, 10
children were forced, under threat by soldiers, to
clean, clear garbage, paint walls, etc..

Children are placed in small prison cells that aré&
filthy, smelly and damp. Sunlight rarely reaches
them.

In Ofek, children were held with criminal 3

prisoners who frequently harassed and physically

abused them. On one occasion, knives and razor
blades were used against a child prisoner serving
a four month detention sentence.

While detainees are being transported to courtsl0
soldiers take turns beating them up and abusing
them, while the child’'s hands and feet are tied.

Since October 2000, Palestinian political 17
prisoners from the West Bank have been
repeatedly denied family visits. Consequently,
most children serve their entire visit without
receiving any visit from a family member.

DCI/PS
Annual Report 2001

Working with Child Victims of Political
Violence

In 2001, individual counseling and support
sessions were offered to 15 child victims of
Israeli military and settler violence in the Old
City of Hebron, and their families, for a total
of 45 individuals. In particular, the Program
worked with children living in the Hebron
neighborhoods of Abu Sneieneh, Alsheikh, Tel
Alrumeida, Jabal At-taweel, and Wadi
Alhirrieh who were traumatized and
developed psychological disorders as a result
of repeated Israeli military attacks on their
neighborhoods.

Visits to homes and neighborhood locations
that were shelled were visited in order to
assess the status of children’s psychological
health and to provide information to families
regarding how to deal with possible symptoms
their children may exhibit. In addition,
relevant publications and resource material
was distributed.

In the course of working with families,
beneficiaries conveyed feelings of sadness and
depression that altered their daily life and
functioning. The most frequently observed
symptoms among children of all ages were
involuntary urination, diminished academic
performance, and an increase in aggressive
behavior in the home. The latter was the
commonly followed-up symptom addressed
during individual counseling sessions.




CASE STUDY

11 year old Ahmad

Background of Ahmad’s Case

Ahmad’s family consists of 6 people. His father is a 36 year old blacksmith who is imprisoned in Askelon Prison. His mother is originally from
Jerusalem and is 32 years old. Ahmad, 11 years, is the oldest child and in the fifth grade. He has three younger siblings: two twin brothers
years old, and a 2 + year old sister. Ahmad’s mother suffers severe back and stomach pain and one of his brothers suffers asthma due tc
inhalation.

The family lives in a rented house for which they pay $300 a year. Their home consists of one damp room, a kitchen and an old bathroom tt
lacks sanitary conditions. To arrive to the home, the family must use an unsafe flight of stairs that may collapse at any time.

Financially, the family does not have income sufficient to satisfy its needs. They depend primarily on the father’'s income as well as som
assistance provided by the mother’s sister who lives in Jerusalem.

In early October 2000, while Ahmad was playing with his friend, Mu’ath, in their neighborhood, Israeli soldiers opened fire indiscriminately on
a group of Palestinian demonstrators. A shell was fired towards the two boys, instantly killing Mu’ath, who was hit directly in the head. Ahmac
was lightly wounded in the attack.

This incident had a grave impact on the psycho-social health of Ahmad. Ahmad began having difficulty sleeping well, plagued by restless slet
or sleep interrupted by nightmares. He also began suffering from involuntary urination. He completely isolated himself from his peers an
ceased leaving the house. Ahmad also became very moody, which was reflected in his behavior towards his family members.

Lack of financial resources, especially following his father’s detention, and imposed closures denying access to Jerusalem for work or to vis
relatives exacerbated his difficulties and made him feel alone with no one to turn to for help. A feeling that was intensified given his father
absence from the home and his mother’s extremely busy schedule caring for the three younger siblings. Ahmad’s situation deteriorated to 1
extent that he was unable to communicate in an effective or healthy manner with his family and his peers in the neighborhood.

His relationship with his mother developed into aggressive interactions, filled with verbal abuse. This pattern affected the entire family an
mutual aggression became the main characteristic governing family relationship. The relationship with the father’s extended family was constant
tense and withdrawn given that the latter had not accepted Ahmad'’s parents marriage in the first place.

Means of acquaintance between DCI/PS and the family was through a lecture attended by the mother at “Aljazat@n Bohaol deal with
children in times of crisis. The mother discussed the situation of her son, Ahmad, and revealed that their relationship is full of aggression. It w:
agreed with her to follow-up Ahmad’s case through individual and family counseling sessions.
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Positive and Negatives Aspects of Ahmad’s Life, as delineated by him

POSITIVES NEGATIVES

A family trip to the sea. His father’s imprisonment.

School enroliment The confiscation and destruction of his bicycle by the Israeli soldiers.
His friendship with his peers in the neighborhood. Physical assault by the Israeli settlers.

His family’s weekly trips to visit his uncles in Jerusalem. Being wounded while playing with his friend.

His participation in summer camps. The killing of his friend Mu’ath Abu Hadwan by Israeli soldiers.

His good health condition. Dwelling in an old unhealthy house.

Purchasing a bicycle. His prevention to visit his father in jail by the Israelis.

The birth of his younger twin brothers after six years as an only child.

Bio-Psycho-Social Assessment

Ahmad has lived in the love and care of his parents as the eldest child in the family. He traveled to Jerusalem a lot and enjoyed it because of
affection he received from his uncles there. He always felt special given that for many years he was the only child in the family. When he we
five, he was assaulted by Israeli settlers. He was later shot by a rubber bullet and was treated at Alia Hospital in Hebron. He lives in a house t
lies on the confrontation line between the H1 (Palestinian controlled) and H2 (Israeli controlled) areas of Hebron. As a result, his house has be
frequently been tear gassed and his with live ammunition.

Identification of the Problem

Ahmad suffers post trauma symptoms causing him to have trouble sleeping, characterized by disturbing dreams and nightmares. He is scare
leave home after dark and possesses feelings of guilt, believing that he is responsible for his friend Mua’'th’s death. He also suffers froi
involuntary urination, withdrawal and lack of concentration. Academically, his performance and concentration level has declined.

Short-term Objectives of the Intervention

To provide the beneficiary with the opportunity to express his feelings and painful experiences.

To involve the beneficiary in school, summer, expressive, and entertaining activities.

To enhance the channels of communication between the beneficiary and his mother.

To provide the mother with the opportunity to convey her feelings of deprivation, fears and concerns.
To incorporate the beneficiary in group counseling sessions.

To establish assistance and support channels to help the beneficiary at school.

Procedure

Work with the beneficiary was in two forms: 1. Counseling sessions on an individual basis; and 2. Sessions with members of the same neighborhc
within the group counseling and support groups. Different activities were carried out such as games, drawing, role-playing, and music. Also, tf
beneficiary participated in the Al-Arroub Awareness Festival and the Neighborhood Festival held in Abu Sneineh (see below), together with hi
mother, brothers and sister. In addition, six counseling sessions were held that included the beneficiary and his mother in order to improve th




relationship and the communication process between them. A counseling session was held with the mother to help her express her feelings
experiences. During the summer vacation, the beneficiary was enrolled in a summer camp in which he participated in a scout group, cultu
activities, and a folkloric dance group.

Evaluation

The beneficiary effectively discussed his feelings and the challenges facing him, particularly the loss of his friend and the resulting pain.
The mother was able to understand the change in her son’s behavior and realize that it was an effect of the trauma he experienced.
The activities the beneficiary participated in, such as the festivals and summer events, contributed a great deahssérigveeiéss. He

also became better able to explain the event that resulted his friend’s death and understood that he was not to blame.

His relationship with his mother and the rest of the family improved considerably.

Recommendations

The family is in need of further follow-up since the elements of tension are still existing in the sense that Israeli military attacks and harassme
still take place, including live gun fire and tear gas attacks. The family’s is still in need, financially and emotionally. Thus, the support of the
extended family, the local community and community based organizations are still required.

I Group Counseling

The Social Program worked with two groups of children through group counseling for the purpose of expressing painful feelings and sharin
experiences with each other in order to assist in coping with crisis. The groups were as follows:

1. A group of nine children, ranging in age from nine and eleven years, from Haret Asheikh neighborhood. Haret Asheikh is an area o
regular confrontation between Palestinians and Israeli soldiers in Hebron, as it is located in the area where the H1 (Palestinian contre
and H2 (Israeli control) areas meet. The homes of the children were subjected to regular shooting attacks and forced invasions by Isra
soldiers. The children in the group witnessed the killing of their friend Mu’ath Abu Hadwan, while they were playing with Mu’ath, in
October 2000.

Five meetings were held with the group, for one hour and fifteen minutes each meeting. The children participated in a television sho
for Swiss TV and participated in an art workshop with representatives of Doctors Without Borders.

2. A group consisting of eleven children from Tel Alrumeida and Bab Azawieh neighborhoods, ranging in age from 11 to 13. This group of
children also reside in areas of regular confrontation and were subject to assaults and attacks by Israeli military forces and force
invasions of their homes.

Five counseling sessions were held, during which members had the chance to discuss their feelings and experiences. Relaxation exercises
given to them and opportunities were provided to allow them to express themselves and ventilate their emotions regarding the difficult circumstanc
in which they live.

The group participated in a television program for a French television station. The children guided the television crew on a field trip around th
Tel Alrumeida neighborhood and accompanied them on visits to victimized children and families in the neighborhood.
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Cases Transferred to Other Institutions

In order to assist in meeting the needs of local residents, the Social Program facilitated the transfer of the following cases (some of the cases
of children DCI/PS has worked with, and some are referral cases only) to specialized institutions for follow-up:

1. Two cases were transferred to HAMOKED, The Center for the Defense of the Individual for legal follow-up.

2. Three cases were transferred to LAW, for follow-up regarding cases of land confiscation and home demolition warnings.
3. Six cases were transferred to the Palestinian Ministry of Social Affa@lksld Protection Program for in-kind assistance.

4. Four cases were transferred to Terre des Hommes for medical follow-up.

5. Ten cases were transferred to the Clinic of the Health Work Committees in Halhoul for medical follow-up.

6. Six cases were transferred to Az-zakat Committee for financial aid.

7. Two cases were referred to the Union of Palestinian Workers for financial aid.

8. Three children were transferred to the YMCA for disability rehabilitation.

9. Three children were transferred to the Palestinian Red Crescent Society- Dweirian Center for disability rehabilitation.
10. One case was referred to Caritas in Jerusalem. The child was assisted with an amount of 500 NIS.

11. Two cases were transferred to the Palestinian Red Crescent Society for physiotherapy.

12.Thee cases were transferred to the YMCA in Jericho for vocational training.

13.Two cases were transferred to the Women’s Center for Legal Aid and Counseling.

14.0ne case was transferred to the Palestinian Children’s Relief Fund for medical assistance.

El Awareness Raising Activities
1. Lectures

In Hebron, a number of lectures were coordinated with the Palestinian Ministry of Edigcatiordinator. The lectures concentrated on how

to deal with children and their reactions in times of crisis. Emphasis was placed on symptoms children may exhibit and effective, healthy way
in which adults can address these symptoms. The activities targeted kindergarten supervisors and mothers of children in various locations
addition, numerous lectures were given targeting children. These lectures addressed the topic of children’s rights and the effects of crises
children. The number of child beneficiaries was 372 students of both sexes.

Green Paradise Kindergarten Dealing with children in times of crisis7 Two hours 40 supervisors and mothers
Beit Awwa Society Kindergarten Dealing with children in times of crisis Two hours 20 supervisors and mothers
Yatta Kindergartens Dealing with children in times of crisis Two hours and a half 50 supervisors
SammouKindergartens Dealing with children in times of crisis Two hours 50 supervisors and mothers
Ath-thahrieh Kindergartens Dealing with children in times of crisis Two hours 40 supervisors

Bint lireef Kindergarten, Yatta Dealing with children in times of crisis Two hours and a half 50 supervisors and mothers




Ghassan Kanafani Kindergartens, IthnaDealing with children in times of crisis

Beit Aimagdes Kindergartens, Hebron Dealing with children in times of crisis

Alribat Kindergartens, Hebron
Alwuroud Kindergartens, Hebron

Alnour Kindergarten, Hebron

Dealing with children in times of crisis
Dealing with children in times of crisis

Dealing with children in times of crisis

The Red Crescent Kindergartens, Dealing with children in times of crisis

Hebron

Khalil Alrahman Kindergartens, Hebron Dealing with children in times of crisis

The Red Crescent Kindergartens, Dealing with children in times of crisis

Dweirian

Algwasmeh School
Aljaza’er School

Alfaiha School
Alyagatha School
Alnaser School
Alibrahimieh School

Im Ammar School
Parent-teacher Association,
Algwasmeh School

Dura Elementary School
Mennonite School
Algwasmeh School
Alfaiha School

Im Ammar School
Alibrahimieh School
Aljaza’er School
Alyagatha School
Alnaser School

Almuhamadieh School

“Concentration was on the apparent problems and effects on children in times of crisis (involuntary urination, sleeping hardships, fear,...etc.) and on directing parents on how to deal with children

who show these symptoms.

Dealing with children in times of crisis
Dealing with children in times of crisis
Dealing with children in times of crisis
Dealing with children in times of crisis
Dealing with children in times of crisis
Dealing with children in times of crisis
Dealing with children in times of crisis

Dealing with children in times of crisis

Children’s Rights

The effect of Crises on Children
The effect of Crises on Children
The effect of Crises on Children
The effect of Crises on Children
The effect of Crises on Children
The effect of Crises on Children
The effect of Crises on Children
The effect of Crises on Children

The effect of Crises on Children

Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours and a half

Two hours and a half

Two hours

Two hours

Two hours and a half
Two hours and a half
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours

Two hours

Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours

Two hours

35 supervisors and mothers
40 supervisors and mothers
35 supervisors and mothers
30 supervisors and mothers
40 supervisors and mothers

40 supervisors and mothers

45 supervisors and mothers

50 supervisors and mothers

50 teachers and mothers
25 mothers

35 teachers and mothers
25 teachers and mothers

25 teachers and mothers

40 female students and mothers

30 female students and mothers

30 teachers and fathers

40 male students
30 male students
35 female students
30 female students
32 female students
40 male students
70 male students
55 female students
55 female students

60 female students



Beit Awwa Charitable Society

Targoumia Women'’s Center

Palestinian Child Cultural center
Halhoul Women Charitable Society
Alshyoukh Women’s Center

Alburj Youth Sports Club

Al-Quds Open University

Children’s Psychological Health
Children’s Psychological Health

Children’s Psychological Health
Children’s Psychological Health
Children’s Psychological Health
Children’s Psychological Health
Children’s Psychological Health

Two hours

Two hours

Two hours
Two hours
Two hours
Two hours

Two hours
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32 mothers and social workers
50 mothers and the administrative
board

40 mothers

50 women

30 mothers

20 male students and fathers

25 students of both sexes




2. Workshops

The following six workshops were implemented:

1. In coordination with Ibda’ Center in Bethlehem, a workshop was implemented on children’s rights and family protection. The workshop

lasted for six hours and 18 teachers participated.

2. Aworkshop was conducted, at Halhoul Women’s Charitable Society, on violence against children. The workshop lasted for six hours and 4

mothers attended.

3. A workshop on the Convention on the Rights of the Child was held in coordination with the Ministry of Youth and Sports. The workshop

lasted for eight hours and was attended by 25 boy and girl scouts, ranging in age from 14 to 16.
4. A workshop with 40 male and female volunteers from the Red Crescent Society was held on the CRC.

5. A workshop was implemented, in coordination with the Young Women Leaders program of the Women'’s Affairs Technical Committee, i
which 22 female students from the Sociology Department of the University of Hebron attended. The workshop was on psychologica

debriefing nd lasted for five hours.

6. Aworkshop on how to deal with wounded children and their reactions was held in coordination with the Social Center for the Rehabilitatior
of the Handicapped in Al-Fawwar Refugee Camp. The workshop lasted for five hours and 15 mothers of wounded children participated.

3. Activities in Summer Camps

Children from seven summer camps were targeted to participate in activities concerning the UN Convention on the Righite OF iest@al
number of children beneficiaries was 250. Details on the activities follow:

1. Al-Arroub Women'’s Center summer camp: 30 children, ages 12-14, of both sexes participated in a two hour activity on the CRC.
2. The Progressive Youth Society’s summer canmgd-
Arroub Refugee Camp: 30 students, ages 10

participated in a 2 hour awareness activity. e ok RORINSON WE NEED INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
3. The Islamic Charitable SocietyAlshyoukh summe " : S i
camp: 40 girls, ages 10-12, participated in a 2 =B e L it gl s g0 Ll ity E'*

[l

awareness activity.
4.The Red Crescent Societygani Na'im summer camp
the activity included a group of young female sco
ages between 14 and 16 and a group of young
scouts of the same ages. Sixty children were the
beneficiaries.
5. The Red Crescent Society summer camtshyoukh:
30 children, ages 14-16 years, participated in a t
hour activity. j
6. Alshyoukh Boys School summer camp: 30 stud
participated in a two-hour activity. '
7. Al-Arroub Youth Club’s summer camp: 30 studer,
participated in a two-hour activity. —_
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B Training Courses

The Social Program implemented eight training courses in 2001, with a total of 543 participants. The training courses focused on the Unite
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and crisis intervention, as follows:

1. A 15-hour training course at Al-Arroub Women’s Center on crisis intervention with children. Twenty-five women from the Administrative
Board of the center as well as kindergarten supervisors attended the course.

2. A 12-hour training course at Al-Fawwar Women’s Center on crisis intervention with children. Twenty-five women from the Administrative
Board of the center and kindergarten supervisors attended the course.

3. A 15-hour training course at the Red Crescent Society on crisis intervention. Twenty-six people of both sexes, consisting of field volunteel
at PRCS, social workers and kindergarten supervisors attended the course.

4. A 36-hour training course on crisis intervention with children. Thirty-two employees of the Women’s Affairs Technical in the Hebron and
Bethlehem areas attended the course.

5. A 70-hour training course on women'’s rights, in the context of human and children’s rights, was implemented in coordination with Sanabe
Project- Campaigning with Rural Women, a project of the Women'’s Affairs Technical Committee. The course included 175 women leaders
from Sikkeh, Beit Elrush, Deir Samet, Tarqoumia, Yatta, Alsanaoal Beit Awwa with an average of 10 training hours in each village.

6.A 10-hour training course in coordination with the Women'’s Affairs Technical Committmeng Women Leaders Project on self assertiveness,
in which 22 female Social Studies students from Al-Quds Open University and Hebron University participated.

7. A 70-hour training course on community intervention techniques was conducted, in coordination with Sanabel@anjpaigning with
Rural Women, implemented by the Women'’s Affairs Technical Committee. It included 175 women leaders from Sikkeh, Deir Samet, Tarqoumia
Yatta, Alsamouy and Beit Awwa with an average of 10 training hours in each village.

8. A 12-hour training course on individual and community counseling skills and violence against children in which 30 educational advisers fromn
South Hebron Education Directorate participated.




Festivals, Marches, and Other Public Activities for Children

1. Al-Arroub Awareness Festival: The festival was a solidarity activity with the families of two children killed by Israeli military forces, 14 year
old Shawkat Alalami, and 13 year old Aldahfouth. 400 children from different kindergartens in Al-Arroub and Beit Ummar participated
in the event. A number of art workshops and performances (masks and hats, face paintings, balloons, magic act, and a clown’s act) w
conducted. At the end of the festival, presents were distributed to children.

2.Abu Sneineh Neighborhood Festival: The festival was carried out in Alnahda Basic School in Hebron after repeated attacks on the area by 1
Israeli military. 600 children attended the festival in which many art, health and awareness raising workshops were held (makeup and fa
paintings, drama, health, magic act, and clown performance).

3. March in Solidarity with Palestinian Child Political Prisoners:In accordance with the FREEDOM NOW! Campaign to Free Palestinian Child
Political Prisoners, a march was organized in which many public figures, organizafioesentatives, students and released child prisoners
and their families took part. The march was one of several activities during an Open Day in solidarity with detained children. The open da
included other activities such as an art workshop for children, a meeting with the parents of children detainees and an explanation of
campaign and its goal and objectives.
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Il Field Supervision of Students

Individual supervision of field training of students was carried out, including supervisioin of eleven students from Bethlehem University, four
students from Al-Quds University in Hebron, and two students from the Continuing Education Department of Hebron University. All of them
are social studies students.

Crisis Intervention Project

In 2001, a major focus of the work of the Social Program was implementing the DCI/PS Crisis Intervention Project (CIP). The past year witnesse
the second phase of the CIP, which began in 2000 as a response to increased levels of violence witnessed by children, following the beginnin
the Intifada. The CIP project was implemented in six areas of the West Bank: Ramallah, Hebron, Jenin, Tulkarm, Bethlehem, and Nablus.

The primary objective of the project was to reduce the short-term negative psycho-social affects on Palestinian children as a result of rece
experiences.

The goals of project activities were as follows:

a. To raise resident’s general level of awareness about the difficulties which children may face as a result of the current situation, and the
importance of understanding and supporting children.

b. To give children a chance to ventilate their feelings, help them express themselves and the difficulties they face, and listen to their
problems.

C. To provide psychological support for children, and enhance their abilities to deal with the emergency situation.

d. To provide entertainment to children to help ease their anxieties.

Preparatory Stage:
The first stage of the second phase was characterized by preparing for the project on the internal, organizational and social levels. Area coordina
were notified of the second stage of the project in early April, their contracts renewed and a number of new coordinators were contracted.

An announcement was placed in the local newspapers for the outset of the project activities in the West Bank, explaining the project at
announcing the possibility for other organizations and the local community to benefit from the services offered by the project, such as activitie
and instructive training to mitigate the suffering due to the current situation. In addition, letters were sent to various organizations including
universities, children’s organizations, clubs etc. to invite them to participate in the project activities and the associated training.

Prior to the outset of the project activities, DCI/PS contacted all the trainers to discuss the material to be utilized in the training, in order t
complement the first stage of the project, rather than duplicate it. The material emphasized planning, communication, leadership, working wi
a group and within a group, executing recreational supportive activities with children, in addition to psychodrama. The appropriate trainers fc
each area were nominated, the training material discussed and the training scheduled.




Documents prepared in the first stage of the project were revised, updated, and
improved. In addition, other information was attached to facilitate the coordinators
work in administrative and financial respects so as to ensure the efficiency and
facilitation of report writing, including narrative, financial and other relevant reports
on project implementation.

Prior to the outset of the project activities, a meeting with the coordinators in all the
areas was held to discuss the view, aims and the relevant activities of the project.
Participants discussed their work and roles, in addition to the manner of
communication. Moreover, all the material and documents relating to the project
were distributed and their content and mechanism were explained.

During the first month it was agreed to launch the activities, and a number of duties
were outlined, particularly concerning recruiting volunteers as well as preparing for
training in the various areas. Afterwards, monthly meetings with the coordinators
were held to deal with the progress of work and activities as well as field application
of the action plan.

The Outset of the Project Activities:
Recruitment of Volunteers: During the first week of the project, 25 volunteers
for each area were recruited. The volunteers were from the following groups:

Students of Palestinian universities and colleges who were studying social science,
psychology and education.

Unemployed graduates of the subjects mentioned above.

Workers in governmental and non-governmental organizations.

Active workers in local clubs, societies and organizations.

Volunteers from the first stage of the project who agreed to participate once again.

Training: A training program of 48 hours for each area was executed within 8
days. The content of the course concentrated on developing abilities in executing
social and public activities and promoting the volunteer’s performance and skill in
the following fields:

Communication, leadership, planning, and coordination among organizations.
Working with children’s groups and working within a group.

Conducting and executing recreational, relief and support workshops for children,
including utilizing balloons and make- up activities for emotional relief and
discussion.

Making dolls, make-up and performing simple plays.

Psychodrama (practical aspect).
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The Activities:

A variety of project activities were implemented from early April through the end of November 2001. Particular emphasis was placed or
children living in high risk areas, such as those repeatedly exposed to shelling and attacks. The activities covered tens of sites, schools
quarters including festivals with many activities such as magic shows, plays, cultural materials, different workshops, open days and recreatior
workshops (balloons, making up, painting). In addition, lectures and workshops were held.

Moreover, the project was able to convey the training experience to many people from the local community and its local institutions through 1€
hours of field training and through visits to local organizations. These visits succeeded in introducing the project and its activities as well as |
relaying methods of effectively communicating with children.

Project activities and outreach also placed emphasis on utilizing existing resources in the community in carrying out activities for children. A
the same time, project activities included assisting children in need of psycho-social services, particularly individual intervention, and thei
families.

A total of 70,108 people approximately 87% (61,351) of whom were children, benefited from the project activities. Direct activities with
children included the below. Detailed information on number of activities and beneficiaries follows in table format.
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The following table shows the total number of beneficiaries according to each type of activity. The main focus of activities with children was
providing safe, relaxing recreational experiences for children, wherein they can ventilate their emotions regarding the crisis situation on tt
ground. For adults, the activities focused on increasing awareness regarding the types of symptoms children victims of violence may experien
particularly in reference to the crisis situation on the ground. The activities provided information to parents regarding how to best deal with th
symptoms their children may exhibit.

Activity Number Adult Child Volunteers Total Benef.
Open Day 110 788 20356 539 21683
Lectures 106 2489 824 106 3419
Festivals 13 365 8495 146 9247
Visits to Injured Children 102 94 214 109 427
Art Workshops 175 447 9731 656 10799
Counseling (Individual and 157 740 963 96 1789
Group)
Theater Shows 59 591 12705 334 13628
Psycho-drama 29 180 767 60 957
Coordination Meetings 167
Training 19 245 34 451
Marches 10 170 4650 86 4909
Media 50
Health check-ups (only in 4 200 650 13 867
Hebron)
TOTAL 964 6628 61351 2202 7010
Publications

The project published the following materials:

A publication to identify trauma, how to recognize symptoms of trauma in children, and how can parents help them.

A publication to identify the current stage of the project, including its past work and current goals.

Educational awareness stickers for children, including excerpts from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

A school agenda that was distributed among children. The agenda contained information about children’s rights, a writing exercise, and w
designed to be a useful resource for children in their daily school life.
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Media Covering of the Project:

As mentioned, DCI/PS announced the activities of the project in the local newspapers and invited all organizations to benefit from the proje
activities. News of project activities was relayed through the coordinators who regularly sent updates to the newspapers after executing
number of activities. DCI/PS also issued monthly publications on the activities. In addition, DCI/PS participated in TV and radio interviews anc
seminars, concentrating on the project activities and on issues concerning children exposed to trauma.

Networking and Coordination:

The CIP depended heavily on institutional cooperation, especially in recruiting and training volunteers. Through them, the CIP succeeded
training other professionals. Also, the volunteers were important in coordinating and implementing activities. A strong emphasis on institutions
cooperation was also useful in referring clients to the appropriate institutions for service provision, when necessary.

The CIP utilized coordination as a tool in strengthening the network of professionals working with psycho-social effects of violence on children
Many of the project volunteers were chosen from organizations or institutions already providing psycho-social services to children, such as tl
Ministry of Health, Social Affairs, Al Quds Open University, etc. By participating in the DCI/PS CIP, these individuals were able to receive
additional specific training, which they will then be able to utilize in their work in their respective organizations. In addition, once the volunteers
received training from the project, they, in turn carried out training for other local professionals. For example, in the Jenin area, another 1
individuals received 16 hours of training in 2 days by project volunteers.

During the course of the project, DCI/PS cooperated with the following organizations and institutions in all phases of the project:

A. Governmental Organizations
. Ministry of Social Affairs

2. Ministry of NGOs

3. Ministry of Culture

4. Ministry of Education

5. Ministry of Youth and Sports

I

B. Non-Governmental Organizations

. YMCA

. PRCS

. Health Work Committees

. Sharek Project (UNDP)

. Popular Art Center

. Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees
. IbdaaCultural Center

. Universities (Al-Najah, Al Quds Open, American University-Jenin. Al-Quds, Birzeit and He
Universities)

0O~NOO O~ WNERE

C. Other
1. Municipalities
2. Local Councils, Community Centers, Youth Clubs, Women’s Groups, Kindergartens




Lessons Learned:

1. Our work in the project areas highlighted that there is an intense need for qualified professionals capable of dealing with the psycho-soc
needs of children. In many areas of the West Bank, often those that are severely effected by the current violence, there simply are no professio
to refer children and their families too. Our experience also highlighted that many of the social workers, who had graduated already frol
university, were in need of additional training. Moreover, our experience highlighted the discrepancy in the skill level of various graduates
Simply put, not all universities graduate qualified professionals, so there is also a need for better training withiy.universit

2. In general, we found that while we were able to work with thousands of children and implement hundreds of activities, the project period we
too short to lead to any concrete change. This fact points to the great need for similar activities and projects on a longer term basis. Wh
unlikely in the immediate future, even if the situation on the ground should improve, the effects of the last year of violence will be evident for
years to come. Itis imperative that the psycho-social effects on children be addressed if these children are to be able to develop in a healthy
normal manner.

3. Overcoming the obstacles on the ground highlighted to us two issues: a. That creativity and flexibility in planning and implementation ar
absolutely necessary. One must accustom oneself to devising solutions for overcoming obstacles that sporadically appear; and b) That eve
the most difficult situations, if one uses creativity and flexibility, project activities can proceed.

4. There is a need to focus more on neglected or marginalized areas or groups of children in the West Bank. Often times we found that in cert
of these areas, there was a serious lack of activities for children, even though there was a great need. More emphasis needs to be place
ensuring that children in remote areas have as great access to activities as those in more urban areas.




4. Research and International Advocacy

Despite the difficult circumstances @
the ground in the year 2001, DCI/F

has been particularly active on an internationpal

level in regards to advocacy for child rights.

DCI/PS has supported this advocacy wg
through a research program aimed
producing a comprehensive picture of th
situation of Palestinian children supported
detailed documentation and analysis.

Both these areas of work are prioritized
DCI/PS as a cross-cutting component of

oy
all

sectors of our intervention around Palestinian

child rights. Thus material for research
collected through DCI/PS’s Documentatic

is
n
and Legal Aid work, and our advocacy work

has been supported through visits to the
Educational and Social Program in Hebrpn

and other cities.

Advocacy Activities
Redesigning and launching of the DCI/P

website at http://www.dci-pal.org . The

website contains all DCI/PS press releas
downloadable versions of DCI/PS repo
including “A Generation Deniedand
annual reports, suggestions fo
campaigning and advocacy and regular
updated statistics on Palestinian childre
Launched an Arabic version of the DCI/F
website with all of the above materi

available in the Arabic language. T

S

In August 2001, two representatives of Dil/
the

PS traveled to Jordan to testify to
United Nations Special Committee t
Investigate Israeli Practices in the We
Bank and Gaza Strip. The representatiy
gave a detailed discussion on the situat
of Palestinian children with specic
reference to child prisoners.
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In September 2001, DCI/PS launched a
major international campaign entitled
Campaign to Free Palestinian Child
Political Prisoners. The campaign aims to
work towards the release of all Palestinian
child detainees and involves extensive
efforts at raising awareness of the issue on
the international level through:




e Establishing links with organizations in other Rights of the Child. Activities included Facilitating field visits with Palestinian
countries who will conduct advocacy work march in Ramallah & a petition delivered to children and their families for members of
amongst their own communities. the UN High Commissioner for Human the local and international media and foreign
e Producing a series of eight high quality factRights. delegations.

sheets and a poster on the theme of Palestini
Child Prisoners in Israeli jails ) o Participation in the “Jerusalem Day
e Launching a special website devoted to thé\gainst Torture Conference held in Finland ¢, \¢oence in Jordan on the realities
issue of Palestinian child political prisonefsin November. DCI/PS was one of the nine o octinian children living in Jerusalem face
(http://www.dci-pal.org/english/prisonweb) Intermnational members of the Drafting and e\ the |sraeli Authorities. An oral testimony
which contains case studies and backgroungt€€ring Committee for the conference. In,\ . o esented by a mother of a martyr and a
information on the issue of child political @ddition, DCI/PS produced a working pap " report about youth under occupation prepared
prisoners. for the conference concerning the internatio

e Producing five Child Prisoner Briefings i

Attendance at the World Organization

han invitation by the ISPCAN. . M
International Commission of Jurists were™ Thirty-one press releases were produ eﬂ' gt
and meet with ex-child detainees.
e Organizing delegations from the against Palestinian children from a righ

international community to visit ex-chil
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Research Work

In 2001, DCI/PS undertook two major research projects. In April, we published a comprehensive 300-pag
entitied A Generation Denied, which deals with the impact of Israel’s human rights violations during the Pal
Intifada on Palestinian children. The report is unique in its scope and detail, based on DCI/PS research and
as well as thorough analysis into other existing documentation.

Secondly, DCI/PS has coordinated the production of a research study covering Israeli violations of Palestinian
rights since 1992. The research work was carried out by a team of researchers from various Palestinian org
including DCI/PS. DCI/PS supervised the research work and has organized the editing and translation of thg
This material formed the basis of an Alternative Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, w
be examined as part of the Committee’s discussion on Israel’s report on the implementation of the CRC.

In addition to these two major research projects, DCI/PS has produced many smaller publications and submissions to UN and other hum
rights organizations, including meeting on two occasions with the UN Special Rapporteur on the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

Other research work included a report on landmines and UXO in the West Bank and Gaza Strip for submission to the International Campaign
Ban Landminesannual publication, the Landmine Monitor Report. DCI/PS staff attended a meeting for ICBL researchers in Washington, DC.

ez, FREEDUMN NOW \ o
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Obstacles Encountered
and Strategies for
Overcoming Them




Obstacles Encountered
and Strategies for Overcoming Them

The year 2001 witnessed a furthen trying to reach their places of work. Staff to increase, the ability of DCI/PS to document
deterioration in the situation on the members were often unable to reach théhese cases was impeded due to mobility

ground and an unprecedented military siegevorkplace on time as a result of being chasedestrictions imposed by the Israeli closures and
on the occupied territories. A gross increasdy soldiers, shot at, or having tear gas fired asieges of Palestinian areas. Field workers,
in child rights violations combined with Israeli them. In addition, the DCI/PS office in researchers and volunteers were hampered in
imposed restrictions on freedom of movementiebron sustained damage during an Israetheir quest to collect information. In addition,
for Palestinian residents of the occupiedmilitary attack in 2001. On 29 August 2001, the scale of the violations, reaching into the
territories challenged the organizatignshelling in the neighborhood of the office thousands, extended beyond the current capacity
consistently throughout the year. resulted in the destruction of the doors anaf DCI/PS. In spite of these obstacles, DCI/PS
o ) windows of the office. The closure of the Old managed to document over 4,000 violations of
Restrictions on movement made it extremelycity, of Hebron for a period of 193 days in tHePalestinian children’s rights in 2001.

difficult, if notimpossible at times, to properly year 2001, also prevented staff members from o
plan and implement activities in the field Sreaching targeted families. A major problem was thus a logistical one

scheduled. At the same time, these restrictions resulting from the closures of the Palestinian
frequently impeded the ability of staff living Thus, for significant portions of time, the in- areas and the separation of the Palestinian
outside of Ramallah from reaching the DCI/office capacity of DCI/PS was severely Governorates. Good relations with our
PS main office in the city. Out of ten staff diminished. Also, the restrictions have partners, helped us in overcoming these
members working in the Ramallah office, five lengthened the amount of time and energyroblems. For example, working with the
live outside of the Ramallah area. Staffnecessary to complete simple work tasks,|aEducational Directorate Offices in order to
members regularly spent several hours eachvery other office/organization in the occupiedsupervise Mine Awareness volunteers in areas
day on the road, attempting to enter Ramallaterritories is suffering the same situation.which DCI/PS was unable to reach. Moreover,
or reach their homes at the end of the workvioreover, DCI/PS staff members worked |nwe succeeded in converting some of these
day. an environment of constant stress andgroblems into opportunities such as utilizing
) o insecurity in 2001 as a result of the objectivemass media as a tool for conveying awareness
With respect to the DCI/PS office in Hebron, t51ors on the ground, as described above, messages. But at the same time some of our

the frequent complete closure of Hebron led _ activities had to be postpones or re-scheduled
to great difficulties in reaching the city and Among the main problems faced by DCI/BSpacause volunteers were barred from entering

surrounding villages. Oftentimes, the staffstaff during the year 2001 was an increasel if\15 certain areas because of the checkpoints.
members had to go through bypass and rougéolume of work juxtaposed with diminishe
roads to arrive to the office or to activities. human resources due to factors mentione®ne strategy utilized by DCI/PS was to
Movement restrictions in the Hebron area (inabove. This lead to an increase in the workloadarefully select qualified professionals from
2001 were also accompanied by repeatednd pressure on staff. For example, though tha variety of geographical locations, such as
attacks on and harassment of Palestiniansumber of violations of child rights continued cities, villages and refugee camps, so that they
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would be able to carry out projects within their placed on the ground as part of Israeli
areas, rather than having to travel throughl "€se factors combined impacted the work, . nation policy. Though 2001 has been an
checkpoints, which are often closed. Alsp,0f the organization and challenged DCI/PS|tqyremely trying one, we believe it has also
DCI/PS provided the project team wit be creative and flexible in undertaking ,ght us valuable lessons that will assist us
training enabling them to implement activitigs 2Ctivities in fulfillment of our action plan in i, more efficiently and effectively working to

for children with little or no resources oy SPité of the objective obstacles repeatedly,.smote and protect Palestinian children’s
resources easily available to them.

In other instances, restrictions on freedom o
movement were overcome with adequat
planning. For instance, in the Jenin ar
which was often difficult to access from other
areas of the West Bank, performers were s
to the area for extended periods of time (i.el
- 7 days) wherein they would implement |a
range of activities for children. This approach
was implemented, rather than utilizing these
performers one day here and one day there
so that there would be a greater probabil t)

once, than it is that they would be able to
SO seven separate time).

Crisis Intervention project, in that there are y
great number of children in need of psych 15-{'
saocial services, but there is a lack of qualifi c“ﬁ"

professionals able to offer such services in E.' v
the project areas. Though from the beginning’

!1- -t

interventions, when project staff or voluntee
came upon such children, a number

:;} i

children’s symptoms. This latter approach fell
within a larger goal of the project to increa
the capacity of professionals whose wo
deals with children as well as parents.







On the
Administrative Level




On the Administrative Level

riahts in an environment of ongoing crisis.

On Friday, 16 November 2001, th
DCI/PS General Assembly met i

Ramallah. During the meeting, DCI/PS|s

annual narrative and financial reports for 2000
were discussed, as well as the work of the
organization since the beginning of the

Intifada. The General Assembly viewe
positively the work and agreed that the
implemented projects and programs fell
within the mandate of DCI/PS. Moreove
they noted a positive development in the
quantity and the quality of DCI/PS’s wor
during the past 3 years, the period of the last
action plan. The group also approved the new
DCI/PS action plan, covering the years 2002-
2004.

At the end of the meeting, the General
Assembly held elections for the ne
Administrative Committee of DCI/PS. Afte
seven years as Chairman of DCI/PS and due
to his recent election as Chairman of another
organization, Dr. Elias Rishmawi resigned as
the head of the DCI/PS Board. Dr. Elias played
a key role in guiding and supporting the work
of DCI/PS and the organization looks forward
to his continued participation as a member|of
the General Assembly.

The following individuals were elected by th
General Assembly to serve two year terms on
the DCI/PS Administrative Committee:

DCI/PS Administrative Committee

Chairman

Rifat Kassis
founder of DCI/PS

Members of the Administrative Committee

May Shaheen
Nidal Abu Zulof
Iman Hammouri

Nader Abu Amsha
Ibrahim Al-Masri
Hussam Sababa

In addition

the General Assembly elected an advisory Committee,

consisting of the following individuals

Zakaria Odeh
Naim Abu Teir

Sahar Francis
Suleima Abu Al-Haj
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Each of the members brings with themactivating and expanding the support thenearly 10 years since the establishment of
specialized knowledge and expertise in fieldsGeneral Assembly provides to theDCI/PS. In this vein, he discussed the ways
that will not only support the work of the organization. He highlighted the positive rolein which DCI/PS can take a pioneering and
organization, but will assist also DCI/PS inof having a base of specialists activelyactive role in the international child rights
continually challenging ourselves to utilize theinvolved in the work of the organization, both movement, particularly the importance of
most creative, effective and efficient meansn terms of specific DCI/PS projects andbeing an efficient and effective member of the
in the advancement of our mandate. programs and of child rights work in general.DCI movement internationally.

Following the elections, the new ChairmanSecond, he emphasized the difficult situatiorFinally, he noted the importance of continually
made a short statement, which focused on thimat Palestinian children are living under andutilizing creative and flexible means to ensure
evolution of DCI/PS, since its establishmentthe importance of being creative and stronghildren’s participation in the work and
in 1992 to the present. He noted the manwydvocates for the rights of Palestinianstructure of DCI/PS. He stressed the
positive developments in the work of thiechildren, locally and internationally. His third importance of remembering that we are not
organization and highlighted that the primarypoint called upon the new Administrative only working for children, but with children,
factor effecting DCI/PS's success has been|it€ommittee to undertake a comprehensiveén fulfillment of our vision of empowering and
dedicated staff and volunteers. review of the work of the organization and todeveloping the role of children within

) take an active role in developing the vision pfPalestinian society.
The Chairman’s statement also focused on thg, o organization, viewing DCI/PS both as

n
main challenges facing DCI/PS, offering ways, ~tive member of the Palestinian communtyDC”PS welcomes the new and positive
of confronting and overcoming thos flevelopments resulting from the General

: ' and as an organization that is part of ) s g
challenges in fulfillment of our mandat Assembly meeting and is confident that they

" international movement advocating for the

First, he noted the importance of expandinge,jization of children’s rights. This point, h will assist in furthering and supporting the
the organizations volunteer base, in particulagiressed. is imperative given that it has b work of DCI/PS.
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