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Keep me away from the
wisdom which does not cry,
the philosophy which does
not laugh and the greatness
which does not bow before
children.
Khalil Gibran
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ABOUT

EDCI/PS
Since its founding in 1992,
DCI/PS has worked diligently
not only to raise awareness
concerning the rights of
Palestinian children, but also
to defend these rights. The
realization of DCI/PS‘s mission
is governed by the following
institutional objectives:

Defence for Children
Inter national/Palestine
Section (DCI/PS), established in 1992,
endeavors to promote and protect Palestinian
children‘s rights as articulated in the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) as well
as in international human rights instruments. DCI/PS is
affiliated with the Geneva-based Defence for Children
International, a non-governmental organization established
in 1979, with consultative status with the United Nations
Economic and Social Council, UNICEF, UNESCO, and
the Council of Europe. Though affiliated with an
international network, DCI/PS is an independent,
Palestinian, non-governmental organization that
develops its programs and acts according
to Palestinian children’s needs and
Palestinian priorities.

a

To provide free legal representation to Palestinian minors, from the Occupied Palestinian
Territories, including Jerusalem, brought before Israeli Courts and Palestinian Courts as well
as to provide free legal services and consultations to families whose children need protection.

b

To assist in developing legislation to protect children in accordance with the CRC and other
international conventions which govern the protection of children’s rights.

c

To provide counseling services and referral services for rehabilitation to children in difficult
social circumstances and victims of violence.

d

To work with children to raise awareness of their rights at all levels, through child-to-child
methodology, as well as to empower them and develop their life skills and capacities in order
that they will assume an active role in Palestinian society.

e

To conduct awareness-raising campaigns which target both children and adults and use various
publications, workshops, and social situations in order to communicate the importance of
recognizing and defending children’s rights.

c Laura Junka
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f

To monitor and document the status of Palestinian children’s rights.

g To advocate on behalf of children, both locally and internationally.
The broad scope encompassed by DCI/PS’s goals requires an integrated work plan
utilizing the following strategies:
a

The development of a solid administrative base from which all programs can be implemented,
supervised, and evaluated

b

A competent team committed to the mission and goals of DCI/PS

c

The development of coherent and reliable data collection methods, statistical procedures,
and interpretation methods

d

The development of effective methods of information dissemination concerning rights violations

e

The development of effective legal aid structures

f

The development of short- and long-term public awareness strategies

g

The development of social assistance programs

h

The development of strong local and international networks of communication and cooperation
with relevant individuals, institutions and organizations

c Laura Junka
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Introduction
The year 2000 witnessed a number of
distinct changes that will have a deep and
lasting impact on the lives of the
Palestinian people. Children in particular
have been the most effected as they are
particularly vulnerable victims of
aggressive Israeli measures stemming
from the 33 year long military occupation
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. These
brutal practices have had and continue
to have a profound effect on the
development and growth of children as
well as harm their physical and mental
health. Their occurrence constitutes one
of the main challenges facing DCI/PS and
we continue to seek innovative and
effective means to mitigate the negative
effects such violence will have on
Palestinian children over the long-term.

c Laura Junka

Since its establishment in 1992, the
foundation of DCI/PS’s work has been
legal support for Palestinian children
whose rights have been violated. Over
the years, DCI/PS has initiated new
concepts and projects in order to
comprehensively promote and protect
Palestinian children’s rights in fulfillment
of its mandate. It is important to note that
the work of DCI/PS takes place within the
context of a military occupation on one
hand and the attempts of a non-state
entity to emerge into a sovereign,
independent state on the other. These
factors place Palestinian human rights
advocates in an unique situation, working
on two fronts: the first, to respond to,

follow-up, and ameliorate to the greatest
extent possible the effect of Israeli human
rights violations; and the second, to work
to establish sound civil society structures,
based on respect for human rights and
the rule of law in the areas under
Palestinian jurisdiction. Such efforts must
be complemented by awareness raising
activities that will facilitate popular
support for the implementation of
mechanisms that will guarantee respect
for human rights.
As we entered the new millennium, DCI/
PS began to refine its understanding
regarding what were the most prominent
challenges both the organization and
Palestinian society as-a-whole would be
facing in the near future, and our vision
for work in 2000 was influenced by these
discussions. At the beginning of the year,
DCI/PS organized a series of workshops
internal to the organization. The goal of
these workshops was to develop a plan
for sustaining and enhancing the most
significant accomplishments achieved in
1999, as well as to evaluate the obstacles
that stood in our way, in order to develop
the necessary mechanisms for
overcoming them. In addition to this,
detailed work plans were geared towards
achieving the most important, practical,
and valuable results. These work plans
were based on DCI/PS’s strategic vision
and took into consideration the major
recommendations that arose out of the
annual meeting of the Board of Trustees.

c Laura Junka
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It became clear that work in the following four basic arenas should take
precedence:
First: To broaden the scope of the organization’s activities in Palestinian society, to broaden the
geographic scope of its services to children in need throughout the West Bank, including
Jerusalem, as well as the Gaza Strip.
Second: To develop the organization’s staff, strengthening their qualifications and professional
abilities, with the goal of raising the quality of the general performance of the organization.

Third: Given the fundamental importance of cooperation between DCI/PS and local social
organizations, DCI/PS should seek to widen the scope of those cooperative relationships, and to
intensify the level of cooperation between DCI/PS and organizations in villages, refugee camps, and
cities. Nurturing, lasting organizational relationships will enhance the overall social framework that
can promote effective work with children.

Fourth: To widen and develop the network of volunteers, as the volunteers working with DCI/PS
strengthen the organization’s effectiveness in Palestinian society.
These four principle foci took shape in accordance with the philosophy of the organization, its mission
and goals. Considering DCI/PS’s most notable activities, such as the social and solidarity activities
discussed in this report, it is clear that DCI/PS made significant progress in this direction in 2000.
These four basic axes will continue to constitute the main parameters of our work in the coming
period. It is our hope that this framework will enhance the organization‘s achievements, help it to
develop, and provide a firm foundation for the realization of more successful work for and with
Palestinian children.
Included in our strategic planning for 2000 was the possibility of escalated hostilities stemming from
the stagnant Oslo process. The outbreak of the Intifada in late September 2000, the subsequent
8

Israeli siege on Palestinian areas, and
the intensity with which Palestinian
children were deprived of their most
fundamental rights, pushed us to
further reevaluate our vision, to
reassess our priorities, and to redesign
our work in order to adapt to these
violent changes. Thus, the main focus
of our work is to provide protection for
Palestinian children, and to advocate
for an end to the numerous kinds of
violations to which they are exposed.
Moreover, the dire need for mitigating
the effects that the military occupation
is having on Palestinian children has
become increasingly clear.
In addition to a gross escalation in the
volume of child rights violations, the
Israeli siege on Palestinian areas in the
last quarter of the year posed a
significant challenge to the ability of
DCI/PS staff to implement its program
plans in 2000. Tightened restrictions
on freedom of movement imposed
immediately following the outbreak of
the Intifada made difficult, and
frequently impossible, travel between
Palestinian areas and forbade entry
into Jerusalem or Israel. The end result
was that plans for training sessions,
workshops, activities and legal aid

services, had to be re-planned and restructured with creative thinking and
flexibility. In some areas, particularly
in the Legal Program, the organization
was forced to employ additional staff
on a contractual basis in order to try
and meet the basic needs of
Palestinian children.
In 2000, DCI/PS worked within its
capacity to meet the urgent needs of
the Palestinian community as they
emerged. While the organization
prides itself on its quick and effective
response to the crisis situation, there
remains much work to be done, and
DCI/PS finds itself continuing to work
under emergency conditions. The year
2001 is the final year for the strategic
plan developed in 1998. Consequently,
the organization will embark on a series
of internal workshops and strategic
planning sessions for the coming three
to five year period. As part of this
process, DCI/PS staff, Board of
Trustees and other partners will
undertake an in-depth assessment of
the organization’s mission, its role in
Palestinian society, and the way in
which DCI/PS can best meet the needs
of Palestinian children.
This report seeks to highlight the major
activities of the organization in 2000,
along with the successes achieved and
the obstacles encountered. Moreover,
it attempts to provide additional context
and analysis for understanding the
current situation effecting Palestinian
children’s rights in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories.

c Laura Junka
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I.

DCI/PS PROGRAMS IN

2000

Without a doubt, the main event impacting the work of DCI/PS in the year 2000 was the outbreak of
the latest Intifada. In late September 2000, frustrations over continued denial of the most basic
Palestinian human rights erupted in violent confrontations between Palestinian civilians and Israeli
military forces. While the initial spark of the uprising was the provocative 28 September visit of then
opposition leader Arial Sharon to the Al-Aqsa compound, its continuation stems from ongoing frustration
and disillusionment with a supposed peace process that failed to bring any qualitative improvements
to the lives of approximately three million Palestinian residents of the occupied territories.
In response to the crowds of Palestinian demonstrators protesting the 33 year long occupation of
their land and denial of their most basic human rights, the Israeli military‘s use of force has been
excessive and disproportionate. Among other methods, the Israeli military has used live ammunition,
deployed snipers, helicopter gunships, and tanks, as well as fired missiles into residential areas, in
their attack against Palestinian civilians. Particularly disturbing have been the repeated attacks on
numerous Palestinian cities, villages, and refugee camps, characterized by heavy tank shelling and
missiles fired from the ground and air. The disproportionate and excessive use of force by the Israeli
military has been noted by numerous international organizations and entities, including the UN Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Security Council and General Assembly, Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch, and Physicians for Human Rights US.
c Laura Junka
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Any analysis of the events since 28 September is incomplete without the basic recognition that the
violations suffered by Palestinian children in that period are only an intensification of violations of
children’s rights carried out by the Israeli occupation authorities. The primary cause of the Intifada is
the basic denial of Palestinian human rights resulting from the Israeli occupation. These ongoing,
systematic, and institutionalized violations affect every sphere of daily life for Palestinian residents of
the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT). With particular reference to children, indicators of the
present situation were easily identified within the last year, and were highlighted by previous DCI/PS
reports and publications. A primary manifestation of the intensified child rights violations was the reimplementation in 1999 of Israeli Military Order 132, which allows for the arrest, detention, and
imprisonment of children between the ages of 12 and 14, and the initiation of “mass arrests“ of
Palestinian children. With reference to the work of the Legal Program, the effects of this intensification
were evident in the significant increase in the number of cases with which the program dealt in 1999,
as compared with 1998. In 1998 the Legal Program followed up 89 cases of minors arrested by the
Israeli occupation authorities. In 1999 that number jumped to 202. By the end of 2000, DCI/PS had
received the cases of 252 juveniles arrested by the Israeli occupation authorities. DCI/PS
documentation indicates that around 250 juveniles were arrested in the period following the outbreak
of the Intifada alone.

Similarly, in a report the Legal Program produced following the series of demonstrations held
between 11 and 28 May 2000, DCI/PS noted that the Israeli military utilized live bullets, rubber
coated steel bullets, explosive bullets and tear gas to disperse protestors. Of particular relevance
to the current situation was the assessment that Israeli soldiers appeared to be implementing a
policy of shoot to kill or seriously injure. According to DCI/PS documentation during this period,
four Palestinian children were martyred and 163 injured. In an analysis of 136 cases of injury,
over 50% of the injuries (77 out of 136) were sustained to the upper parts of the body, including
30 shot in the head, 44 in the chest and 43 in the lower part of the body. Of the injured children, 93
were between the ages of 15-18, 39 between 10-14, and 4 between 5-9 years old.
It is within this context that DCI/PS undertook its work in 2000. As in the past, DCI/PS activities
were implemented within the framework of three main programs, as outlined below. In addition,
DCI/PS continued its tradition of conducting research and engaging in advocacy and networking
efforts, both locally and internationally, as well as working on the community level to encourage
local participation in and commitment to all DCI/PS activities.
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II.

Legal Program (LP)

Long-Term Program Goal:
To protect the legal rights of Palestinian children in the West Bank, including Jerusalem, and Gaza
Strip and to facilitate the creation of an environment which is aware of and respects children‘s rights.

Specific Objectives:
a

To decrease the suffering of Palestinian children and families, by providing free legal advice
and representation to children, whose rights have been violated.

b

To strengthen local capacity by facilitating information exchange among human rights
organizations and other groups working with children, enhancing networking and coordination
and initiating preparatory work for the reform of Palestinian laws related to children.

c

To raise the awareness of children, parents, and the community at large, both locally and
internationally, regarding the legal rights of Palestinian children.

Introduction
Since the beginning of the Israeli occupation, Palestinian children have been the primary victims of
brutal occupation policies. In the past 33 years, hundreds were martyred, thousands were injured and
thousands more imprisoned. The period since the signing of the Oslo Accords witnessed a number of
changes on the ground in the occupied territories. Foremost among these was the emergence of the
Palestinian Authority and the assumption of civil and security control over the main cities of the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip. Although it was hoped that these developments would result in a concrete
improvement in the situation on the ground, the opposite proved to be true. On the contrary, during the
last five years, Israeli violations of Palestinian human rights, in particular children‘s rights, continued.
As a result, tens of additional children were martyred, and thousands injured and imprisoned, in addition
to thousands of victims of a wide array of Israeli measures of collective punishment.
The year 2000 witnessed an intensification in violations of Palestinian children‘s rights to levels
unprecedented in recent years. This year of intensification was ushered in on 1 January 2000 with the
arrest of tens of Palestinian minors and their subsequent imprisonment, an omen for the rapid
deterioration in an already dismal human rights situation. In May 2000, demonstrations commemorating
Al-Nakbe and in solidarity with striking political prisoners resulted in the martyrdom of 4 Palestinian
children, the injury of 163 and the imprisonment of tens of other children. Then, in late September
2000, frustration over the continuing denial of Palestinian human rights was inflamed by the visit of
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Israeli opposition leader Ariel Sharon to the Al-Aqsa compound on the 28th of the month. The
ensuing demonstrations by Palestinian civilians were met with excessive and brutal force by the
Israeli occupation forces. Such methods included the use of live ammunition to disperse Palestinian
protestors, attacks on Palestinian residential and commercial areas by helicopter gunships and
tanks, and a strict, Israeli imposed closure on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. At the end of 2000,
105 Palestinian children had been killed, 5 additional children declared clinically dead,
approximately 3,000 injured, and around 250 arrested, as a direct result of Israeli military and
settler presence in the occupied territories.
Within the Palestinian areas, the ongoing presence of political instability, characterized by a
situation of neither peace nor war, and the lack of increased powers by the Palestinian Authority,
resulted in numerous obstacles facing Palestinian organizations and institutions whose work
deals with Palestinian children. Consequently, whether directly or indirectly, this situation reflected
negatively on the rights of Palestinian children. Despite considerable efforts exerted by
governmental and non-governmental organizations in 2000, there failed to be any positive
developments regarding legislation related to children. Moreover, there was a lack of improvement
in the functioning of the judicial system.
In the recent period, the Legal Program has worked within its capacity to meet the needs of the
Palestinian community as they emerge from the current situation. The main challenge encountered,
however, concerned the fact that DCI/PS found itself working under emergency conditions with
the same staff size as existed prior to the Intifada. This posed a challenge to the LP in reference
to the documentation of child rights violations. DCI/PS is the only Palestinian NGO that specializes
in documenting violations of Palestinian children‘s rights, both individual and collective violations.
In 1999, the Legal Program documented 4 cases of Palestinian children martyrs and 102 cases
of individual injuries. Since the outbreak of the Intifada alone, we documented the cases of 94
children martyrs and over 2,200 injuries. While the number of injuries documented is significant,
DCI/PS estimates that the actual number of children injured until the end of 2000 was around
3,000.
With reference to providing legal representation for Palestinian minors deprived of their liberty,
the organization faced a similar problem. Not only was the number of children arrested in the
recent period significant, restrictions of freedom of movement imposed by the Israeli occupation
authorities made it impossible for the DCI/PS attorney, who possesses a West Bank identity
card, to visit any of the prisons inside Israel proper. Moreover, the military courts in the West
Bank were closed for around 2 months in the last quarter of the year. Once opened, the prospect
of traveling to the courts outside the Ramallah area proved impossible for the LP attorney.
Consequently, the LP was forced to contract a number of other lawyers to handle cases in the
various locales.
In spite of the obstacles confronting the Legal Program in 2000, the program achieved a number of
the goals it had set in fulfillment of its mandate. This report seeks to provide a summary of the main
areas of work of the LP in the past period as well as to highlight the manner in which the current
crisis effected not only the status of Palestinian children‘s rights, but also the work of the LP.
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A On the Israeli Level

1

LP Cases in 2000:

The year 2000 witnessed a dramatic increase in the number of Palestinian minors arrested by the Israeli
military authorities, a trend that began in 1999 and continues to the present. As highlighted in the 1999
Annual Report, the Israeli military authorities launched a campaign of arrests against Palestinian children
in the summer of 1999. This campaign was characterized by the initiation of mass arrests and the reimplementation of Israeli military order no. 132, which allows for the arrest and imprisonment of Palestinian
children between the ages of 12 and 14. The overwhelming number of arrested youth were incarcerated
for stone-throwing activities targeted at the Israeli occupation army and illegal Israeli settlers. During the
first half of 2000, Israeli occupation forces arrested approximately 80 Palestinian children. During the
period of the Intifada, the campaign of arrests further intensified with over 250 additional children arrested.
The LP documented the arrests of 110 children from the Jerusalem area alone. In addition, DCI/PS
documented the arrests of over 35 children from Hussan village near Bethlehem, 60 from the Hebron area,
and around 50 from other areas.
In 2000, the LP received 252 cases, an increase of the 202 received in 1999, and a dramatic increase of
the 89 received in 1998. By the end of the past year, the LP had followed-up and closed 104 cases. In
addition are the 148 files that were opened after the outbreak of the Intifada and are currently being brought
before the military courts. Regarding the cases which were closed, 62 were before military courts, 15
parole cases, 8 requesting transfers to other prisons, 10 cases before the military appeals court, three
regarding permission for family visits, and another 6 various cases.

Distribution of closed cases in 2000:
TYPE OF CASE

NUMBER

PERCENTAGE

62
15

64.5%

Transfer to Other Prison

8

8.3%

Military Appeals Court

10

10.4%

Family Visits

3

3.1%

Military Court
Parole Committee

Miscellaneous
TOTAL

10.5%

6

6.2%

104

100%

In addition to the gross increase in the number of juveniles arrested, the other change compared to past
years was the decrease in the number of cases concerning transfers of prisoners. In 1999, the LP handled
15 cases of prison transfers.1 In 2000, that number dropped to 8. The LP views this decrease as a positive
achievement as it is the result of consistent follow-up and intervention of this issue over several years.
1
DCI/PS regularly handles cases of transferring detained children from detention centers to regular prisons due to the
poor conditions of the detention centers.
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Distribution of closed cases according to Geographical Region:
As the table below reflects, an ongoing challenge facing the LP has been the lack of cases received from
the northern West Bank. In 1999, we received 4 out of 202 cases (1.98%); in 2000 we succeeded in
increasing the percentage of cases received to 7.6%, or 8 of the total 104 cases closed. The primary factor
impeding the LP‘s work in this regard has been the lack of a DCI/PS office or fieldworker in the northern
area of the West Bank, as we have in the middle and southern regions. Given this ongoing situation and
the high number of child rights violations stemming from the outbreak of the Intifada, the LP decided in
2000 to contract a fieldworker in the area as the first step in extending the scope of our work to this area.

REGION

NUMBER

PERCENTAGE
35.8%

Middle

37
59

North

8

7.6%

104

100%

South

TOTAL

56.6%

Distribution of all cases according to Age Group:
In 2000, Israeli arrests and imprisonment of Palestinian youth concentrated on the age group between 1516 years, with an increased percentage in the number of juveniles between the ages of 13 and 14 arrested
and a decrease in the number of children between 17-18 arrested. In 1999, the first group consisted of
approximately 42% of the children arrested, the second constituted 9.90%, and the third, around 40%. In
2000, however, children between the ages of 15-16 only slightly increased to 46.83% of the total, but the
second group (13-14 years) nearly doubled, representing 21.83% of the total (55 / 252 cases). In addition,
the percentage of children aged 17-18 arrested decreased to 31.34%. The only positive change in 2000 is
that there were no arrests of children aged 12 and under. This increase in arrests of children between the
ages of 13 and 14 can be partially attributed to the overall deterioration in the child rights situation in the
OPT; however, without a doubt, the main factor causing this trend was the 1999 re-implementation of
Israeli military order no. 132.

AGE GROUP

NUMBER

PERCENTAGE
21.83%

15-16 years

55
118

17-18 years

79

31.34%

TOTAL

252

100%

13-14 years

46.83%

Distribution of cases according to Length of Sentence:
There is a marked increase in the length of sentences issued to Palestinian children in 2000. Of the 62
cases of children who were sentenced by the end of the year, 40.3% received between six months to one
year. In contrast, in 1999, 43.51% of the cases sentenced received less than one month, and only 19.08%
received sentences between 6 months to 1 year. In 1998, only 9% of the cases received between 6 months
to 1 year, whereas 21.40% received between one to six months. There has also been a steady increase in
the number of children who received sentences of one year or more. In 1998, 1.12% (1/89 cases) received
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a sentence of over one year. In 1999, 6.88% (9/131) of the children arrested received such sentences. In
2000, that percentage continued to grow, reaching 9.7% (6/62 cases closed). These figures provide concrete
evidence of an intensified campaign against Palestinian children, on various levels, including increased
numbers of arrests and increased length of sentences.
LENGTH OF SENTENCE

NUMBER

PERCENTAGE

22
9

35.5%

One year or less

25

40.3%

More than one year

6

9.7%

TOTAL

62

100%

Less than one month
Six months or less

14.5%

Increases in the number of juveniles detained and the length of their sentences, is part of a worsening child
rights situation, indicators of which have been visible in previous years. By comparing the statistics of the
last two years alone, this trend becomes painfully evident.

BREAKDOWN

1999

Age Group

16

2000
Cases / Percentage

12 years

12 / 5.94%

-0-

13-14

20 / 9.90%

55 / 21.83%

15-16

87 /43.07%

118 / 46.83%

17-18
Total No. of Cases

83 / 41.09%

79 / 31.34%

202

252

Duration of Sentence

Cases / Percentage
22 / 35.48%

Less than 1 month

57 / 43.51%

1 - 6 months

40 / 30.53%

9 / 14.5%

6 months - 1 year

25 / 19.08%

25 / 40.3%

More than 1 year

9 / 6.88%

6 / 9.7%

131

62

Total No. of Sentences

2

Prison Visits

As in past years, the LP continued to carry-out regular visits to Israeli detention centers in the West Bank
and prisons located in Israel, in order to monitor the conditions of detention for Palestinian children and to
intervene where necessary for improved conditions. Upon arrest, Palestinian children arrested in the West
Bank are detained in detention centers located in Israeli military camps throughout the West Bank, foremost
among which are Gush Etzion and Beit El detention centers. Generally, children are transferred from the
detention center to a regular prison anywhere between two weeks and one month after their arrest, though
the LP followed-up 8 cases in 2000 concerning children detained for extensive periods of time in detention
centers. Palestinian children are detained in three main prisons in Israel; one of which, Megiddo prison, is
under the administration of the Israeli military; the Israeli Prison Authority controls the other two (Telmond
and Ramle prisons).
Palestinian boy children who have reached the age of 16 at the time of their arrest are detained in Megiddo
prison and are detained as adults pursuant to Israeli military orders that violate international standards
regarding the definition of a “child.” Currently, there are approximately 100 Palestinian minors detained in
Megiddo prison. Palestinian boy children who are below the age of 16 at the time of their arrest are
detained in Telmond prison. There
are currently around 95 children
detained within 3 sections of
Telmond. Some of the prisoners
are as young as 14 years old.
Palestinian girl-children are
detained in Ramle (Neve Tertze)
prison, as is the case with 17 year
old Su‘ad Ghazal, detained in
Ramle prison since shortly after
her December 1998 arrest.
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In 2000, the LP undertook 46 visits to the following Israeli prisons and detention
centers:
Prison

Number of Visits

Megiddo

7

Telmond

12

Al-Ramle (Neve Tertze)

7

Askelon

3

Gush Etzion Detention Center

4

Beit El Detention Center

9

Al-Moskobiya Detention Center (Jerusalem)

4

TOTAL

46

The following constitutes an overview of the
most common problems monitored and
followed-up by the LP in 2000:
a

Lawyers and family visits: This problem manifests itself
each time the Israeli occupation authorities impose a tightened closure
or curfew on the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Since the 1993
closure of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, Palestinian residents of
these areas must obtain permits to enter Israel. In the period since
then, during periods of increased political tension and confrontations
between Palestinian protestors and Israeli occupation forces, the
occupying power has routinely imposed tightened closures as a
measure of collective punishment, penalizing the entire population of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. During times of tightened closure,
the Israeli occupation authority revokes all permits and refuses to
issue new ones, effectively prohibiting any Palestinian holding a West
Bank or Gaza identity card from visiting prisons inside Israel. In 2000,
the first time this posed a problem was in May when clashes between
demonstrations took place throughout the OPT in solidarity with striking
Palestinian political prisoners and in commemoration of the 1948 AlNakbe, when around 750,000 Palestinians were displaced from their
homes. Later, a severe closure of the OPT was imposed immediately
following the outbreak of the Intifada in September. This closure
continues to the present.
These measures severely effect detained juveniles as they are
deprived of visits with their families. In addition to the deleterious
effects of being denied contact with their family, prisoners also suffer
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as they are no longer able to receive the clothes and
additional items that families bring to their children
during visits, including money. These items alleviate
the suffering of the prisoners as they compensate for
the lack of services provided to Palestinian political
prisoners by the Israeli prison administration.
Another serious factor jeopardizing the well-being of
children detainees and depriving them of their
legitimate rights is that during such periods, attorneys
from the West Bank and Gaza Strip are also barred
from entering Israel to visit prisoners. Consequently,
lawyers who routinely monitor conditions of detention
and follow-up the situation of political prisoners are
unable to do so. In 2000, this situation has constituted
a major problem and impeded the work not only of DCI/PS, but of every attorney in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip whose work involves representing Palestinians arrested and detained by the Israeli occupation
authority.
Given the extended length of the most recent closure, this situation constitutes a grave violation of
Palestinian children‘s rights. At the end of the year, three months had passed wherein Palestinian
children detainees, some as young as 14 years old, were denied family visits. For DCI/PS, the situation
constitutes a major impediment to our ability to fulfill our mandate of promoting and protecting children‘s
rights. Whereas in the past the DCI/PS attorney carried-out prison visits on a regular basis, he was
unable to visit any prisoner for the last quarter of the year. In order to alleviate this problem, the LP
contracted a lawyer possessing an Israeli identity card to visit the prisoners, monitor the conditions of
their detention, and follow-up with the relevant authorities. This approach, however, falls far short of a
durable solution to the problem, as the visiting attorney is unfamiliar with each child, with the history of
his/her case and detention. In the process of representing children detainees from the moment of their
arrest, through trial, and during their imprisonment, close bonds are formed between attorney and
client. Moreover, the families of children detainees turn to the DCI/PS attorney, not only for legal
advice, but for information about the child‘s well-being, particularly in those situations where family
members are prevented from visiting the child themselves.

b Education: Prior to 1997, Palestinian juvenile prisoners were denied the right to pursue their education
by the prison authority, as opposed to Israeli juvenile criminal prisoners who were able to continue their
education. In November 1997, as a result of the efforts of DCI/PS, DCI/Israel, and Advocate Tamar
Pelleg, the Central Court in Tel Aviv ruled that detained Palestinian children have the right to education
and that the education of Palestinian children will be implemented according to the Palestinian curricula.
In spite of this ruling, the occupying power has failed to implement it in a satisfactory way. Moreover,
while the ruling applies to juveniles detained in Telmond prison, it has yet to be expanded to include
prisoners detained in other prisons, such as Ramle (Neve Tertze) and Megiddo. Though the LP pursued
this issue in 2000, the Israeli occupying power refused to implement any improvements in this regard.
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c Detaining criminal and political prisoners together: In October and November
2000, instances of detaining criminal prisoners with political prisoners prevailed. A similar situation
emerged in 1999 for a short period, but after the intervention of the LP the occupying power agreed to
separate criminal and political prisoners. However, following the outbreak of the Intifada and the ensuing
arrests of hundreds of Palestinian children, Israeli prison officials once again began detaining the two
groups together, a deviation from Israeli practice throughout the period of the occupation. Detaining
criminal and political prisoners constitutes a threat to the safety, dignity, and stability of the detainees.
Oftentimes, it proves life-threatening as on numerous occasions Israeli criminal prisoners have attacked
and/or sexually assaulted Palestinian political detainees. In the past year, DCI/PS has pursued this
issue; however, in spite of the LP‘s follow-up, the prison administrations have failed to respond. As
such, the LP is pursuing the issue in the Israeli legal system.

d Parole cases: In 1996, the LP succeeded in introducing in Telmond prison the parole procedure,
whereby prisoners who have served 2/3 of their sentence are eligible for release if agreed to by the
parole court. Prior to this, early release on parole was not offered to prisoners from the West Bank,
excluding Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. Rather, it was offered only to Israeli criminal prisoners and
Palestinians possessing Jerusalem identity cards. Initially, only approximately 15% of the cases that
appeared before the parole court were actually released. In the past two years, however, that percentage
has increased to between 80%-90%. In 1999, the LP followed-up 27 parole cases; in 2000, we handled
15 cases.

In the latter half of 2000, after numerous interventions by DCI/PS through Israeli attorney Tamar
Pelleg, we succeeded in introducing this procedure for political prisoners in Megiddo prison. The
LP began taking parole cases from Megiddo in October 2000; however, the number of juvenile
detainees who have been released following parole court remains small. This is due primarily to
the fact that the practice applies to all Palestinian prisoners. Once implementation began, the
parole court began hearing cases of prisoners who had reached the 2/3 point in their sentence
several years ago. The LP submitted a request that the cases of children detainees be given
priority, and we have received some positive response in this regard.

e

Physical abuse of Palestinian juvenile detainees by the prison
administration: The most significant occurrence in this regard took place in Telmond prison in
June 2000. During that month, the prison administration erected a wall within the room designated for
educational purposes for Palestinian juvenile prisoners, significantly decreasing the space allowed for
studying. The construction of this wall provoked an already tense situation with the prisoners, stemming
from the harassment of prisoners‘ families during their visits. Frustrated by the ongoing mistreatment of
prisoners and the lack of response from the prison administration, juvenile detainees tore down the new
wall dividing the educational room. The prison administration responded by physically abusing the
children, placing six of them in isolation cells, expropriating their personal property, and depriving them
of their rights, including their daily time in the outside yard. The LP‘s intervention into the matter received
a positive response from the prison administration and succeeded in securing the removal of the six
prisoners placed in isolation, the return of the children‘s personal property, and the re-institution of their
rights. Gradually, conditions in the prison returned as they were prior to the protest, though the prison
administration refused to accept any responsibility for the incident.
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The other major situation involving direct abuse of juvenile
detainees was a case of torture that took place following the
outbreak of the Intifada. On 21 December, a staff member at
Telmond prison attacked a 17-year-old prisoner and placed him
in isolation for 8 days, tying his hands and legs and removing
his clothes. The isolation cell was 2 meters square, with an
open toilet. Prison officials only untied his arms and legs when
he ate and when he used the restroom. He was forced to sleep
with his hands and legs tied together and was, in addition, tied
to the bed. The LP is currently pursuing this case with the relevant
Israeli authorities.
Unfortunately, this case of torture is not isolated. The LP‘s past
and current work reflects a situation wherein virtually every
arrested Palestinian child is tortured, as well as children who
live in areas with dense army and settler presence. Given the
seriousness of the situation, the LP believes that it merits
additional detail and explanation regarding the definition of torture
and to what types are children exposed.
Article 1 of the UN Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), which
was passed by the UN General Assembly on 10 December 1984
and entered into force on 26 June 1987 defines torture as:
any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental,
is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining
from him or a third person information or a confession, punishing
him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of
having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person,
or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such
pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the
consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting
in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising
only from, inherent in or incidental to lawful sanctions.

The work of the LP, both in documenting violations of children‘s rights and in representing children brought
before Israeli military courts, indicates that the torture, as defined by the CAT, is systematically practiced by
Israeli occupation forces. This is particularly true for children who undergo Israeli interrogation and for children
living in the Old City of Hebron, in close proximity to illegal Israeli settlements. The use of torture is further
disturbing taking into consideration the September 1999 Israeli Supreme Court ruling that prohibits the use of
torture. It is important to note, however, that this decision makes reference only to the use of torture by
members of the Israeli General Security Services (shabak), and does not prohibit the use of torture by members
of the police or the military, the latter of whom regularly interrogate and torture Palestinian children.
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Since the beginning of the Intifada and the wide-spread arrests of Palestinian youth, the use of torture
has been systematic and has been employed via a wide array of methods. In some cases documented
by the LP, the instances of abuse were so severe that hospitalization of the child was necessary.
These cases have occurred during interrogation and were directly related to the practices of Israeli
interrogators attempting to extract confessions from Palestinian children.
During the course of working with Palestinian children, the LP has delineated two primary groups of
children that are routinely subjected to torture, both of which will be treated separately below:

a
b

f

children who are arrested and interrogated by Israeli occupation forces
children who live in close proximity to illegal Israeli settlements, such as the case in the
Old City of Hebron.

Torture of Children
Children Tortured During Interrogation
The majority of child prisoners with which the LP works are subjected
to various forms of torture from the moment of their arrest throughout
their interrogation. The process begins with the manner in which the
children are taken from their homes. Generally, large numbers of
Israeli military surround the child‘s home in the middle of the night,
break into the home, terrorize the family, and forcibly remove the child, blindfolding him/her and tying
his/her hands from behind. Next, the child is immediately taken to interrogation and exposed to
various forms of torture, ranging from sleep deprivation and threatening language to beatings with
sticks, hands, and legs and position abuse (shabeh). The following is a list of the most common forms
of torture to which Palestinian children under interrogation suffer:

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Beatings with hands, legs, and/or sticks.
Position abuse
Sleep deprivation
Deprivation of food and drink
Threatening language, including threats on his/her life or that of family members
Prohibited from using the toilet
Placed in isolation

The overwhelming majority of children with whom the Legal Program has worked have been exposed
to this process during interrogation. Some of these children are as young as 14 years old. The
following sample of 90 cases with which the LP worked in 2000 illustrates clearly that not only is the
use of torture systematic, but that each child is often subjected to more than one form of abuse:
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Form of Torture

2

Number of Cases Out of 90 Total2

Sleep Deprivation

24

Beating

44

Position Abuse (shabeh)

20

Isolation

24

Tying hands and blindfolding

90

Children are often subjected to more than one form of torture. As such, the total number does not correspond with the number of cases.

The above forms result not only in physical injury, but in psychological terror. The child
is repeatedly placed in frightening situations, designed to increase feelings of loneliness
and isolation from the outside world, and led to believe that no one can help the child
unless he/she confesses. Moreover, it becomes clear that the interrogation period, and
consequently the abuse, will not end until the child confesses. When discussing such
an approach, it is important to remember that some of the children tortured are as
young as 14 years old. Similar methods applied to a 30-year-old adult may not have
the same consequences as they would on a child. In employing such an approach,
Israeli interrogators are targeting children‘s vulnerability, creating a situation wherein
children are frightened for their lives and believe no one else can intervene to end their
misery. Israeli interrogators psychologically torture the child in order to obtain a confession
as quickly as possible. When psychological pressure alone fails to produce any results,
they gradually shift to more violent forms and obtain the confession by force. The end
results are absurd and completely nonsensical confessions signed by Palestinian
children, wherein they confess to throwing stones 100 times or 150 times and recall the
names of 30 or so of their peers who threw stones with them. A rational and logical
evaluation of such a confession makes evident the utter impossibility of the child
remembering the exact number of stones thrown, casting serious doubt on the veracity
of such a confession. The absurdity of the confession, including such minute details
and the fact that its contents are unknown to the child as it is in Hebrew, is metonymic
for the Israeli military court system as-a-whole: a perverted “justice“ system based on
discrimination, where absurd rules and regulations permeate every aspect of daily life
for Palestinian civilians. Though defence attorneys, prosecutors and judges are present,
the military courts in practice contravene the principles and ideals of international
humanitarian and human rights law and consequently constitute the antithesis of a
justice system.
In 2000, one of the most disturbing cases with which the LP followed-up was that of
16 year old Rami Zoul, from Hussan village in the Bethlehem area. Rami was a
student in 11th grade at the time of his arrest on 29 October 2000. At 1 AM, a large
number of Israeli soldiers, border guards, and shabak raided his home, after it had
been surrounded by soldiers. The group forcibly entered the home, breaking down
the door in the process, took the child from his bed, searched the
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house and threatened various members of the family. Rami‘s hands were tied behind his back, he was
placed in a military vehicle, and taken to Gush Etzion detention center, located to the south of Hussan
village. Immediately upon arrival, at approximately 2 AM, his interrogation began, during which he was
tortured relentlessly. Among the methods used were severe beating with hands and legs all over Rami‘s
body, sleep deprivation, tying him to a chair and placing ice cubes all over his body, and then pouring hot
water on him. The end result was that he lost consciousness and only regained it after he had been
admitted to Hadassah Ein Karem hospital for treatment. He stayed there for one day, after which he was
returned directly to Gush Etzion to continue the interrogation. Again, he was severely beaten all over his
body, especially his head. Finally, the interrogators forced Rami to sign a written confession in Hebrew, a
language which he does not understand. During his trial, several days after the interrogation, the marks
of torture on his body were still evident and he showed them to the judge. By the end of 2000, Rami
remained in prison without sentence. But Rami‘s story did not end here: Hadassah hospital contacted his
family and demanded that they pay for the medical treatment Rami received after being tortured by Israeli
interrogators. The LP is currently following-up this issue with the relevant authorities.

Palestinian Children Tortured By Israeli Settlers and Soldiers
The cases of Palestinian children tortured by Israeli settlers and soldiers are numerous. Such abuse
occurs primarily in two instances: the first, during raids on civilian homes by Israeli soldiers; the second,
during attacks on Palestinian civilians by Israeli settlers, frequently acting with the knowledge and under
the protection of Israeli soldiers. The former is characterized by a process in which Palestinian residents
are terrified, particularly children, threatened by the soldiers, forced from their homes, and frequently
beaten. The most serious case documented by the LP in 2000 was that of the 27 August attack on Assira
Ashemaliya village in the Nablus area. During the raid, Israeli soldiers forcibly entered the home of Ghazi
‘Abd al-Hakim Sawalha, forced the inhabitants, including the children, outside of the home, where they
were then forced to strip naked and were beaten. As a result of the beating, Ghazi‘s wife, who was
pregnant at the time, miscarried. The humiliation and suffering experienced by the Sawalha family is not
unique: it is the common thread that joins their story with those of others whose homes and bodies have
been violated by Israeli occupation forces.
Turning to cases of Palestinian children tortured and persecuted by Israeli settlers, the highest rate of
occurrence is in the Old City of Hebron, where heavily armed settlers act with impunity, protected by the
large Israeli military presence in the area. Repeatedly, Israeli settlers have attacked Palestinian residents,
including children, and their property, while Israeli soldiers stand nearby and fail to intervene. In other
cases, Israeli soldiers themselves participate in the attack, often beating Palestinian civilians and arresting
them afterwards. The most infamous case dealt with by the LP is that of the Al-Muhtasib family, which
lives in the middle of the Old City, in an area known as Hosh Shaheen. The Al-Muhtasib family has
repeatedly been the target of violent attacks by both Israeli settlers and soldiers. On 5 August 2000, at
around 6pm, 13 year old Lu‘ai Al-Muhtasib and his youngest brother were selling sweets in front of their
home when a group of soldiers and settlers approached them, destroying the boys‘ sweets and trying to
attack them. The two children escaped into the inner streets of the neighborhood, but were followed by
the soldiers and settlers and beaten. Moreover, the perpetrators entered the boys‘ home and attacked
Ziad and Aboud Al-Muhtasib, ages 16 and 17 respectively, who were sitting in the courtyard of their home
at the time of the incident. Afterwards, Israeli soldiers arrested Ziad and Aboud on the charge that they
had attacked the group of soldiers and settlers. Ziad was sentenced at the Hebron military court to 2 1/2
months in prison, while Aboud received 5 months and an additional probation period.
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B On the Palestinian Level
The year 2000 saw the first intense work conducted in this regard by the DCI/PS Legal Program. Initially,
the LP concentrated on strengthening and developing existing contacts and initiating new relationships
with Palestinian governmental and non-governmental organizations and institutions whose work deals with
children, as well as following-up and documenting violations of children‘s rights in the areas under the
jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority. Particular emphasis was developed on the LP‘s relationship with
the Ministry of Social Affairs, which administers the juvenile homes in the OPT, and with police officers who
deal with juveniles who come into conflict with the law. In addition, the LP participated in a number of
workshops that were convened with legal organizations in order to examine legislation to be discussed by
the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC). Moreover, the LP initiated and developed strong relations with
the Legal Department of the PLC. Program activities concentrated on the following areas in 2000:

1

Following-up 14 cases of child rights violations in the PA areas, including 7 cases from reform schools
and 7 cases of violence against children.

2

Conducting regular visits with the Ministry of Social Affairs in order to increase cooperation and
coordination.

3

Conducting weekly visits to local reform schools.

4

Conducting a 12-hour training course for 13 staff members in the reform school about national legislation
and international agreements that affect children‘s rights.

5

Convened several meetings with police officers in Ramallah, Bethlehem, and Hebron to arrange for a
training course about working with children and to raise awareness about children‘s rights according
to national legislation and international standards.

6

Distributing the juvenile justice study, produced in 1999, Juvenile Justice in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip: Laws and Legislation.

7

Organizing and holding the juvenile justice conference, in coordination with Al-Haq Institute.

Towards a Unified Juvenile Justice System Guaranteeing the Rights of the Child
23-24 August 2000
As the LP’s work in the area of legislation evolved, DCI/PS decided to undertake, with Al-Haq, the
organization of the first national conference on juvenile justice in Palestine, held in August 2000. DCI/PS
viewed the conference a considerable success and believes the initiative to be the necessary first step
in establishing a unified juvenile justice system that guarantees the legal rights of Palestinian children.
The two day event, “Towards a Unified Juvenile Justice System Guaranteeing the Rights of the Child,”
sought to establish a national forum for the discussion and promulgation of legislation which bears in
mind the best interests of the child.
Speakers introducing the conference highlighted the importance and need of this initiative, citing the
negative impact the Israeli occupation has had on the development of the Palestinian legal system, and
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called on conference participants to work together to ensure that the legal rights of Palestinian children
are protected. According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Palestinian children constitute
53% of the Palestinian population in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and statistics show that the number
of Palestinian children in conflict with the law is dramatically increasing. Following the first Israeli redeployment in 1994, Palestinian society witnessed a rapid increase in the number of juveniles who
come into conflict with the law. According to DCI/PS field research, between January and August 1996,
some 400 children under the age of 18 appeared in criminal courts in the West Bank. Eighty-six of these
children were sentenced to periods of detention in reformatory schools. Statistics from 1999 constituted
a dangerous indicator of the manner in which the situation is developing. Social workers with the Ministry
of Social Affairs followed-up 1,404 cases with Palestinian children from the West Bank and Gaza in
1999. Of those, 587 were sent to reform schools following court decisions. This is a drastic increase
compared with the 86 between January and August 1996.
The more than 200 participants in the two-day event included judges, lawyers, members of the Palestinian
Legislative Council, social workers, human rights activists and other professionals whose work involves
children. Conference panels examined a variety of specific issues, including existing legislation affecting
juveniles in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and Jerusalem, its practical application, international standards
concerning juvenile justice, and the treatment of Palestinian children in Israeli military courts. In addition,
topics such as prevention, rehabilitation, and protection for at-risk children were discussed.
Speakers repeatedly highlighted the problematic nature of the current legal system, which is an
amalgamation of at least five different legal systems and not only lacks in unity and falls short of
international standards, but also seriously fails to act in the best interests of the child. In particular,
speakers cited the importance of noting that existing legislation is based on the legal systems of foreign
occupiers whose foremost concern was preserving their position of power, rather than concern for the
rights of the Palestinian people. Moreover, since the election of the Palestinian Legislative Council in
1996, no new legislation has been promulgated addressing the juvenile justice system. These factors
threaten the judicial system as a whole and its ability to maintain the rule of law in the territories under
the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority. The drastic rise in the number of children who come into
conflict with the law accentuates existing problems and necessitates cooperation and the concentration
of efforts to tackle these issues. This conference represented the first step towards this end and sought
to launch a widespread, national effort to address these complicated and serious issues.
Throughout the conference, speakers and participants examined the ways in which the various legislations
applicable in the West Bank and Gaza Strip compare to regional and international standards, in particular,
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Moreover, it was noted that, while the Palestinian
Authority is unable to sign and ratify international conventions, given its status as a non-state entity, a
positive step had taken place with President Yasser Arafat's endorsement of the CRC in 1995.
After two days of intensive panels and discussions, participants met in working groups in order to discuss
the conference proceedings and to formulate conclusions and recommendations for future work. Following
the conference, a committee for the conference, composed of participants from both Gaza and the West
Bank, was established in order to ensure that the recommendations of the conference would be followedup. A three month plan was developed during which conference participants would meet in a number of
workshops designed to culminate in a unified juvenile justice legislation to be presented to the PLC on
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the Day of the Palestinian Child, 5 April 2001. Unfortunately, however, the outbreak of the Intifada brought
work in this regard to a virtual standstill as the Israeli imposed closure made it impossible to ensure the
truly universal participation necessary for the project to succeed. Moreover, the serious escalation in
gross human rights violations forced all parties to shift their energies to dealing with the emergency
situation in whatever ways possible. Though the conference follow-up has been delayed, it has not
been forgotten. DCI/PS, along with its partners in the endeavor, intend to turn once again to this issue
when the situation on the ground allows them to do so.

C Documentation
The legal program continued its efforts to expand its network of relations and coordination with numerous governmental and
non-governmental organizations, in order to enhance the organization's system of monitoring, documenting, and followingup the violations that Palestinian children suffer. As a result of the intensified campaign against Palestinian children in the
second half of the year, a number of field workers and volunteers in all areas of the West Bank and Gaza Strip were
contracted in order to reach and document cases of children who were exposed to attacks from the Israeli occupation
forces. The following provides an overview of the types and volume of cases documented in 2000:

1

Israeli Violations of Palestinian Children's Rights

I. Children Killed
In 2000, the DCI/PS Legal Program documented the deaths of 105 Palestinian children at the hands of Israeli military forces
and settlers, compared with 4 cases documented in 1999. Ninety-four of these deaths occurred during the period of the
Intifada alone. These deaths constitute gross and blatant violations of the Palestinian child's right to life; a right guaranteed
by international law, in particular article 3 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and article 6 of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

II. Injuries
In 2000, the LP documented 2,250 cases of children who sustained injuries as a direct result of Israeli military and settler
presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It is important to note, however, that the Israeli imposed closure on
Palestinian areas, barring movement from one area to the next, prevented fieldworkers and volunteers from documenting
each and every case of injury. As such, this figure reflects only those cases that DCI/PS documented, and is not a
comprehensive figure for the number of Palestinian children injured in the past year.

III. Right to Education
The right to education constitutes one of the fundamental, universal rights guaranteed to children, enshrined primarily in
article 26 of the UDHR, and article 28 and 29 of the CRC. Irrespective of these conventions, the Israeli occupying power
continues to implement oppressive policies that impede and prohibit Palestinian children's right to education. The following
provides an overview of the variety of ways in which Israeli practice in the OPT violates children's right to education:
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Inability to reach school as a result of the Israeli imposed closure: The strict closure that has been imposed on the
occupied territories since the early days of the Intifada has resulted in the loss of numerous academic days for Palestinian
students. While it is difficult to ascertain the exact number of these days, the Palestinian Ministry of Education (MoE) reports
that in the Hebron governorate alone, more than 460 teachers were unable to reach their schools for 18 days. Also, the MoE
estimates that between 10%-90% of teachers were unable to travel to their schools during the last two months of 2000. The
absence of significant numbers of Palestinian teachers effectively results in an abrupt halt to the educational process,
effecting thousands of Palestinian children throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Schools closed during curfew: Since the beginning of the Intifada, the right to education has been severely and consistently
impeded in Palestinian areas under Israeli imposed curfew, which prevents Palestinian residents from leaving their homes for
any reason. The most seriously effected site was the Old City of Hebron, which was placed under curfew for more than 70
consecutive days. As a result, approximately 13,000 students from 28 schools were deprived of their right to education during
this period. In addition, according to the MoE, a total of 17 schools located in areas surrounding Joseph's Tomb in Nablus and
in Huwarra village were closed due to curfews for periods in excess of 30 days. A number of other schools in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip were closed sporadically because of Israeli imposed curfews during the last three months of 2000.
Attacks on schools by soldiers and settlers: In the period following the outbreak of the Intifada, Israeli soldiers and
settlers have intensified the volume of attacks carried-out against Palestinian schools, particularly in areas B and C. According
to the Palestinian MoE, Israeli soldiers and settlers attacked more than 50 schools in 2000. Perhaps the most seriously
effected has been the Silat Al-Thaher school in the Jenin area, which was attacked more than five times in the last two
months of 2000 alone. The perpetrators of these attacks employ a variety of means, including opening gunfire on the
schools, dispersing teargas on the school grounds (both in the recreation yards and inside classrooms), and destroying
school property. These attacks have resulted in tens of children and teachers suffering from gunshot wounds, asphyxiation
and trauma. Perhaps most disturbing, however, is that these attacks have transformed Palestinian schools from safe and
nurturing environments into places of terror, a fact which effects the educational performance of children long after the actual
attack has ended.
Arrests of students and teachers: While the arrest and imprisonment of Palestinian students and teachers has long
been a factor impeding Palestinian children's right to education, the rate of its occurrence has dramatically increased in the
period since the outbreak of the Intifada. According to information gathered by the LP, we estimate that more than 250
Palestinian children were arrested in the last three months of 2000. In Hussan village in the Bethlehem area alone, more
than 35 students were arrested at one time. In addition, the MoE estimates that five Palestinian teachers have been
arrested since the beginning of the Intifada.
Schools closed by Israeli military order: Among the most profane measures utilized by the Israeli occupation authority
in 2000 was the closure of 4 Palestinian schools by military order in Al-Khader village in the Bethlehem area. These school
closures deprived 2,500 students from the village and its surrounding areas from their right to education.
Schools transformed into military installations: Following the outbreak of the Intifada, Israeli military forces occupied
four schools in the Old City of Hebron and transformed them into military installations, as follows:
Osaama Ibn Al-Munkith School, 584 students, 13 teachers
Al-Ma'arif Boys School, 871 students, 30 teachers
Johar Girls School, 380 students, 13 teachers
Al-Okhwa School

28

During the process of occupying these schools, Israeli forces destroyed the assets of the schools, transformed the
school playgrounds into military areas and the garages into storage facilities for tanks and artillery. These new
military posts have since been used to launch attacks on Palestinian residential areas in the Old City, resulting not
only in violations of the right to education for Palestinian children, but also in their exposure to life-threatening situations.

IV. Attacking Inhabited Areas and Demolishing Houses
Since the beginning of the Intifada, the DCI/PS Legal Program documented numerous cases of Palestinian homes
and buildings, throughout the OPT, which were exposed to Israeli missile attacks and artillery fire. Foremost among
these were Palestinian residences and property located in the areas of Beit Jala, Beit Sahour, the Old City of
Hebron, and Aida Refugee Camp in Bethlehem. DCI/PS documentation indicates that literally every inhabited
area adjacent to Israeli military camps or settlements were exposed to attacks from a variety of heavy artillery,
including 250, 500, 800, 1,000, 1,200 ammunition, and missiles fired from helicopter gunships and tanks, which
surrounded Palestinian cities.
With reference to the number of houses demolished, it is estimated that the number exceeds 120, including the
“Tower Building” near Netzarim Junction in the Gaza Strip, which contained 40 apartments. In addition, hundreds
of houses and buildings sustained damage as a result of random and intense attacks by the Israeli military. The
end result is that hundreds of Palestinian families have been displaced and literally thousands of children adversely
effected from residing in areas under constant threat of attack.

2

Violations in the Palestinian Authority Areas

Documenting violations in the areas under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority continued to be a challenge
in 2000. A primary obstacle impeding the documentation of such violations is the lack of public information about
infractions on children's rights, particularly the prohibition on publishing any information about such violations in the
local media. Other factors making such work difficult are parents' reticence to follow-up violations suffered by their
children, and the lack of DCI/PS fieldworkers in all areas of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Moreover, the outbreak
of the Intifada and the ensuing gross violations of children's rights, as well as the limited number of DCI/PS
fieldworkers necessitated prioritizing the documentation of violations by Israeli military forces.
In spite of these challenges, the LP documented approximately 40 cases involving violations of children's rights in
the areas under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority in 2000. For the above-mentioned reasons, it is important
to note that the following overview of documentation is not comprehensive and does not represent the status of
children's rights in the Palestinian areas.
I. Injured Children: The LP documented the cases of 8 children injured as a result of weapons misuse or negligence
in the Palestinian territories.
II. Teachers' Strike: The LP documented the effects of the Palestinian teachers' strike on Palestinian children,
including depriving approximately 10,000 children of their right to education over a two month period and documenting
the cases of 5 children attacked by Palestinian security forces while undertaking solidarity actions with striking
teachers.
III. Medical Negligence: The LP documented three cases concerning children who developed serious health
problems as a result of medical negligence.
IV. Contamination: The LP documented 24 cases of children poisoned after consuming expired food products or
drinking contaminated water.
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D

Work of the Legal Program
during the Intifada:

In order to meet the immediate needs of the community as a result of the deteriorating situation on the
ground following the outbreak of the Intifada, the LP implemented and worked under an emergency plan in
the last quarter of the year. The following priorities were established in order to guide the work:
Monitoring and documenting all the violations to which children are exposed
as a result of the Israeli occupation.
Following-up all violations that are reported in the media and issue locally
and internationally press releases and reports that highlight these violations.
Following-up violations of children's rights with the relevant parties and
pressure them to open investigations of various cases.
Following-up the cases of children arrested by the Israeli occupation forces.

During the LP's work to fulfill these goals, the major obstacle encountered was the siege imposed on the
OPT, particularly the strict closure imposed on Palestinian areas, as mentioned previously in this report.
This closure not only impeded movement from areas within the OPT, it also forbade entry into Israel.
Consequently, the LP attorney was prevented from carrying-out visits to Israeli prisons in the last quarter of
the year. Moreover, as the Israeli military courts in the West Bank essentially ceased functioning from late
September to early December, the attorney was unable to close any of the cases of juveniles arrested after
the beginning of the Intifada, or to follow-up those arrested prior to that point, but who had not yet been
sentenced.
As mentioned previously in this report, the LP worked to overcome these obstacles by contracting additional
fieldworkers and attorneys to supplement the work of the existing LP staff. In terms of documentation, the
volume of child rights violations and the closure made it necessary to contract fieldworkers in all areas of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip in order to document as many violations of children's rights as possible. As
such, 9 fieldworkers focused on documenting cases of children killed and injured by Israeli occupation
forces, attacks on schools and residential areas, as well as a wide array of other violations.
In terms of legal representation, the situation necessitated the contracting of 4 additional attorneys to
follow-up cases of children arrested and detained by the Israeli authorities. Factors leading to this decision
included impediments such as restrictions on freedom of movement and the lapse in functioning of the
military courts, as well as the dramatic increase in numbers of cases received. In the period following the
outbreak of the Intifada, the LP received over 140 new cases. The four attorneys, who were contracted on
a case by case basis, now supplement the work of the LP by representing arrested juveniles in the northern
and southern regions of the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip. An attorney with an Israeli identity card has
been contracted for representing cases of arrested children from Jerusalem, as well as to carry-out prison
visits. The regular LP attorney handles cases in the middle region of the West Bank.
With respect to prison visits during this period, the LP arranged for weekly visits to the detention centers
where children prisoners are held, including Al-Moskobiyya Center in Jerusalem (Russian Compound) and
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Beit El, Gush Etzion, and Jalameh detention centers. Given the refusal of the Israeli authorities to issue
permits to enter Israel to Palestinian residents of the OPT, and the subsequent inability of families to visit
their children in prison, the LP arranged for twice monthly visits to Telmond and Megiddo prisons in order to
follow-up and monitor the conditions of detained children. Such follow-up included providing information to
the prisoners' families about the well-being of their children, providing children detainees with additional
clothes in light of the colder, winter weather, and following-up difficulties faced by detained children with the
relevant authorities. With reference to the latter, we followed up three primary issues: 1) detaining criminal
and political prisoners; 2) the prohibition of family visits; and 3) cases of juvenile detainees brought before
the Parole Court. With respect to the first issue, we followed up the matter through interventions with the
prison administrations, but had not received any response at the end of the year. The LP is now pursuing
this case with the Israeli Supreme Court. With regard to the denial of family visits, the LP continued to
monitor the situation and at the end of the year was investigating the possibility of bringing a case before
the Israeli Supreme Court.
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III.
A
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Educational
Program (EP)

Introduction
During the year 2000, the Educational Program (EP) succeeded in conveying a variety of awareness
messages to Palestinian children as well as the community at large. These messages focused on
highlighting the rights enshrined in the CRC in an attempt to enhance awareness and protection of
children's rights within Palestinian society. A fundamental principle in all EP projects is the inclusion of
children's participation in all aspects of project implementation, including planning, implementing, followingup, and evaluating project activities. As such, the program seeks creative tools for increasing children's
participation at the same time as working to effectively raise awareness. Such an approach not only
seeks to empower Palestinian children, but also to encourage their role as active, capable, and important
actors in Palestinian society, a concept that is often denied.
The Educational Program endeavors to translate the elements of the CRC into concrete concepts that
are relevant and applicable to Palestinian daily life as well as to highlight the success children can
achieve when they are given the opportunity. The participation of children and their subsequent
achievements have repeatedly demonstrated the valuable abilities children possess and can utilize
once allowed to do so. While this strategy has not changed Palestinian society as-a-whole, it is a
necessary first step to affect positive change in the community and will be continued through mobilizing,
training, and introducing the CRC on the grassroots level.
This report will present the EP and its activities in 2000, focusing on the period from the beginning of the
year until September, as a number of incidents barred us from continuing our projects according to what
was planned after the outbreak of the Intifada.

B

PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
General Activities
1. Children's Festival
On the occasion of the Day of the Palestinian Child, 5 April, and in coordination with the Directorate of
Education in Hebron, the EP organized a festival for girl-children focussing on the importance of maintaining
the rights of girl-children in Palestinian society. The festival utilized children's songs, theater productions,
speeches and slogans to reinforce this concept. 600 girl children from Al-Yakatha, Qortoba, Ya'coubia,
and Abd al-Khaled Yaghmour schools participated in this festival, which was held under the auspices of
the Director of the Hebron Directorate of Education and other organizations, among them Radda Barnen.
The DCI/PS Social Program also participated in and contributed to the success of the event.

32

2. Exhibit on Children's Rights
Also on the occasion of the Day of the Palestinian Child, an exhibition of 150 drawings by the
girls from Al-Yakatha, Qortoba, Ya'coubia, and Abd al-Khaled Yaghmour schools were displayed.
These canvases focused on the problems faced by Palestinian children, in particular, those
faced by girl children, such as early marriage, violence, school dropout, and child labor.

3. Training Course on the CRC
A five-day, 25-hour training course was held in cooperation with the Palestinian Red Crescent
Society for fifteen volunteers from the Department of Youth and Volunteers. The training course
introduced the CRC to the volunteers, and discussed how it can be implemented at the Palestinian
level, through examples and scenarios from daily life.

4. Workshops on Child-to-Child (c-t-c) Methodology
Four workshops on c-t-c methodology were conducted for mothers in Tarkumia village and
Bethlehem, in which 115 mothers participated. The workshops provided information about c-tc methodology and its importance in improving the abilities of children in transferring information
amongst each other and problem solving.

5. Workshop about Child Abuse
A workshop was conducted in coordination with the Palestinian Red Crescent Society in Jenin
for 35 individuals from governmental and non-governmental organizations. During this workshop,
various types of child abuse and their effects on children were addressed and examples from
the Palestinian reality were discussed.

6. Remembering the Innocents
The DCI/PS EP, in coordination with Holy Land Trust, organized on 28 December 2000 an
exhibition in memory of children martyrs of the Al-Aqsa Intifada. The exhibition, which was
located in Manger Square in Bethlehem and was the first of its kind, served as a memorial to the
children killed, not as names and numbers, but as individual children whose life was extinguished
as a result of the Israeli occupation. Palestinian children in the Bethlehem area produced
everything exhibited at the event.
The exhibition featured 54 stone replicas displaying pictures of martyrs under 16 years old.
From each stone replica emerged a styrofoam replica of the shiqai'iq al-no'maan flower. The
exhibition also included drawings by children on cloth, displayed on the walls of the Peace
Center. In addition, a cassette was created for this occasion that listed the names of the children
martyrs and also slogans highlighting children's right to life. DCI/PS publications and awareness
material was distributed during the event that drew around 1,000 adults.
The exhibition was preceded by four drawing workshops for children, through cooperation with
Adnan Zbeidi, a Palestinian artist. The workshops were held in Dheisheh Refugee Camp, AlKhader village, Beit Sahour, and Beit Jala. Another workshop was held in Al-Azza Refugee
Camp in order to make the flowers.
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7. Discussion Days about the CRC
Under the auspices of the Children's Secretariat, a number of discussion workshops were conducted in
order to formulate new activities related to the CRC, which would result in a Palestinian Training manual
on the CRC. A draft of the manual was the outcome of these discussion days.

8. Haqi Ana, (My Right), Television Program

c Laura Junka

This program, which was implemented through cooperation between DCI/PS and Al-Amal television
station in Hebron, aimed to raise the awareness of children's rights. Participants in the Girl-Child project
managed and supervised the program, in cooperation with the television station. The host of the program
is a participant in the girl-child project, who participated in a training of trainers course and training on the
CRC. Fifteen episodes aired, concentrating on the problems and needs of children in the Palestinian
community. Each particular issue was highlighted through the program by specialists, professionals
and relevant organizations, and through interviews with children and adults on the issues that were
discussed in each episode. Among the issues that were addressed were child abuse, disabled children,
early marriage, the CRC, and social and psychological counseling. The program was well received by
the community.

9. Cooperation between the Social Program and the Educational Program
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C

After the outbreak of the Intifada, a number of the activities of the EP were carried out in conjunction with
the DCI/PS Crisis Intervention Project (CIP). This was a necessary result of the situation on the ground,
including numerous school closures and the internal closure imposed on the OPT, which often impeded
the ability of DCI/PS staff to reach many project areas. For more details, see CIP report.

PROJECTS OF THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
1. Developing the Palestinian Girl-Child
Project Location: Hebron Governorate
Participating Schools: Al-Yakatha, Qortoba, Ya'coubia, Abd al-Khaled Yaghmour and Al-Fawwar Refugee
Camp school for girls.
Project Beneficiaries: A total of 3,000 persons: 500 direct, 2,500 indirect, including 20 teachers, 25 family
members, 30 mothers, and hundreds of families through the Haqi Ana television program.
General Objectives:
a. To protect the rights of the Palestinian girl child and to promote the development of Palestinian girl children,
through increasing community and family awareness of the rights of girl children and developing an environment
supportive of these rights.
b. To develop the abilities and talents of girl children, to build their self esteem, and encourage them to express
their needs and experiences.
c. To encourage legislation protecting children's rights, their development, and their participation in social life,
including matters affecting their communities and families.
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Introduction
Established in 1998, the Girl-Child project is part of DCI/PS's larger vision aiming to enhance and develop the
abilities of children in the Palestinian community, especially girls. Since its early beginning in Hebron, the project
concentrated on designing a project that fulfilled the needs of adolescent girls in the Hebron district as well as
provided them the opportunity to participate is the community and express themselves.
The success of the project in the first 2 years and the high level of community participation have resulted in its
strong reputation in and support from the local community. The Ministry of Education, in particular, has played an
important role, opening MoE schools for the project and facilitating activities. A major development in the project in
the past year was expanding the scope of the project and providing the services to new groups in need of such
activities, through initiating work in UNRWA schools, especially Al-Fawwar Basic School for Girls. Another
development was the expansion of the project activities and the response of the community to the project activities,
through increased interaction with the local community and the establishment of Mothers' Councils.

Workshops:
1. The project implemented 5 workshops, in cooperation with the Women's Center for Legal Aid and Counseling
(WCLAC). These workshops, in which 150 mothers and teachers from the Hebron area participated, discussed
a variety of subjects, among them, the social and legal rights of women and girls and also domestic violence.
2. In coordination with a legal expert and rehabilitation specialist, the project implemented a workshop on drugs
and their various effects. 20 mothers, teachers, and social workers from Hebron schools attended the workshop.
3. Eight drawing workshops were implemented with over 200 children in Hebron and Bethlehem schools. The
aim of these workshops was to provide children the opportunity to express the difficulties they face and ventilate
their feelings. The workshops were carried out in coordination with the Crisis Intervention project.
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Training Courses:
1. Training course for mothers and teachers about the CRC: 20 mothers and teachers from Hebron participated in
this 24 hour training course. The course introduced the CRC and provided concrete examples from daily life to
make it applicable to Palestinian society. The course also addressed community violence and gender issues.
2. Training course for girls about the CRC: This 30 hour training course aimed to introduce the CRC to girl children.
The children learned the principles of the Convention and its articles, highlighted through activities, exercises, field
activities and research. During this training course, the possibilities and challenges of implementing the Convention
were discussed. In addition, the girls were given the opportunity to express their opinions regarding the applicability
of the CRC to Palestinian society and mobilization strategies to be used in the local community and schools in
order to achieve support for the Convention. Seventeen girl children from participating project schools attended
the course.
3. Training course on the CRC for Al-Fawwar school. This 15 hour training course focused on introducing the
principles of the CRC and its articles to 12 participating girl children.
4. Yemen visit. From 3 May to 8 May 2000, two child trainers from the project, the counselor from Al-Yakatha
school, the principal of Ya'acoubia school and the Coordinator of the project traveled to Yemen to visit the Child-toChild committee in Yemen, see their activities and learn of their five year experience using child-to-child methodology.
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Focus Groups:
The Girl Child (GC) project, in coordination with four project schools (Al-Yakatha, Qortoba, Ya'coubia, and
Abd al-Khaled Yaghmour), facilitates four focus groups for girls, in which 15 girls participate. The groups,
focusing on media, environment, folklore, and child rights, aim to improve children's participation in these
fields and encourage them to identify, search, collect and publish information that relates to the subject and
the child. DCI/PS facilitates the work of the groups in a variety of ways: through offering a venue for
meetings, providing material support, in the form of video tapes, cameras, etc., and providing children
access to computers and other equipment. Moreover, the project coordinator arranges meetings with relevant
organizations and officials, during which participants conduct interviews and gather necessary information.
The project follows-up the groups through regular, monthly meetings in order to discuss the plans, activities
and obstacles of each group.

Mothers' Councils:
After receiving approval from the Directorate of Education, the project
succeeded in establishing two Mothers' Councils in Qortoba and Yakatha
schools. Efforts to establish councils in the other project schools were
delayed following the outbreak of the Intifada. As an introduction to the
formation of these councils, the project provided the 30 participating
mothers with a training course, workshops, meetings, and activities that
concentrated on the situation of Palestinian girl children at all levels. In
addition, the activities addressed the problems and challenges facing girl
children and facilitated the participation of the Mothers' Councils in the
activities of the girls.

Needs Assessment for Al-Fawwar School:
The needs assessment was completed through eight workshops, with approximately 500 girls from the
participating school. During these workshops, the most pressing problems facing the girls were discussed
as well as the needs of the girls, their desires and the accepted activities and priorities of these activities.
c Laura Junka

Graduation Ceremony for Training Courses:
A Graduation Ceremony was held for the mothers, girls, and teachers, who participated in the training
courses. The ceremony was designed to reinforce the concept of children's rights, in particular girls' rights,
and succeeded in mobilizing and activating the participants. The ceremony featured a theater production
about early marriage and exhibition of girls' drawings. In addition, a speech, written by the girls and
discussing the needs and challenges of girl children, was presented. Prominent members of the community
attended the event, including PLC members, the Governor of Hebron, the Mufti of Hebron, the Director of
the Education Directorate, and other governorate officials. In addition, around 250 family members of the
teachers and the girls attended the event. In addition to reinforcing the achievements of the training
course participants, the ceremony succeeded in introducing the project to the community, highlighting its
activities and the abilities of the girls.
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Theater Production about Early Marriage:
A theater production presenting the dangers of early marriage was produced by participating girls and
presented during the above mentioned training courses. The production was also broadcast on a local
television station and performed as part of the graduation ceremony. The girls produced all aspects of the
show, including formulating the idea, writing the script, and preparing the costumes and scenery.

Other Activities:
The project participated in a variety of other activities in the past period, among them:
Participated in three training days, organized by the Directorate of Education in Hebron, for children in local schools.
The training days focused on children's rights and child-to-child methodology.
Participated in the Open Day organized by UNIFEM through an exhibition of drawings by participants in the project.
Participated in a television program on Palestine Television about the CRC during the Intifada.
Organized a Health Day for children in Ya'coubia school, during which dental check-ups were provided and toothbrushes
and paste distributed.
Participated in training courses conducted by DCI/PS in Bethlehem, Nablus, and Hebron about Child-to-Child methodology.

2. Mine Awareness in the Palestinian Territories
General Objectives
a- Reducing the number of casualties by awareness raising among people at risk.
b- Increasing local and international awareness regarding the problem of landmines and UXO in the OPT and preventive
measures.

c- Lobbying with Palestinian, international and other interested organizations to raise the issue of landmines and
survivors on the political agenda of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, in order to identify responsibilities related to
landmine and UXO clearance, as well as to pressure Israel to take immediate actions aimed at minimizing landmine
explosions, such as fencing minefields and placing clear warning signs.

d- To increase and improve the quality of support to victims of landmines and UXO.
e- To increase and improve the quality and quantity of information related to the landmine/UXO problem in the OPT.
f- To enhance the capacity and strengthen the role of existing project volunteers, including landmine/UXO survivors,
and to mobilize and train new volunteers, to raise awareness in the community.

Introduction
Prior to the outbreak of clashes in late September 2000, the Mine Awareness Project was proceeding at a systematic pace,
with a steady balance between Product (achieving the program goals) and Product Capability (relations with partners).
Knowledge of and support for the project continued to increase at a steady pace, as did the volume of activities implemented
by project volunteers within high-risk schools. Given the success of the first year of the project, plans were made to expand
the project to cover all high-risk areas in the West Bank, during the second and third years of the project. Events since the
outbreak of clashes resulted in a re-evaluation of planned activities and altering the project to fit the situation on the ground.
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Repeated attacks against the Palestinian civilian population and the concurrent internal closure of the
West Bank after the outbreak of the Intifada made it impossible to implement activities in the manner
originally envisioned. Moreover, communication with a number of schools and/or project volunteers
implementing project activities were severed as the majority of the project activities focused on high-risk
areas located in area C, under Israeli security control. In addition to the inability of project staff to reach
project areas, given the closure, the problem was further compounded as many of these schools are
located in rural areas and have no phones. Consequently, communication with them has been extremely
limited, if present at all.
In light of this situation, in the last quarter of the year, the project focused on raising awareness on the
community level through broadcasting mine awareness messages via local television. Moreover, the project
continued to be active in documenting casualties resulting from explosions of landmines or UXO, and in
continuing its work in terms of advocacy, both locally and internationally. In this vein, the project continues
to be active in the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and will update the Palestine Report for the
Landmine Monitor Report 2001.

Project Implementation Progress for the Year 2000:

c Laura Junka

Considerable success was achieved in the project in the year 2000. The role of the
project in the high-risk areas was strengthened and the level of awareness among
the community as-a-whole was increased regarding the problem of landmines and
UXOs in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. In keeping with the project's goal of
raising awareness among the Palestinian community of the landmine/UXO problem,
the project increased the number of activities it implemented in the high-risk areas.
In addition, the issue of landmines and UXOs was raised on a mass scale through its distribution of the
colored, educational booklet for children between 12 and 15, and distributing two types of mine awareness
stickers and a colored school agenda. Also, the project continued its efforts to strengthen the capacity of
project volunteers and to maintain the role of the Mine Action Committee in organizing, implementing and
following-up project activities in high-risk areas. As part of this, the project organized a follow-up workshop
and an evaluation workshop for project volunteers in the Jenin area in May. All of the activities have
assisted in strengthening the project, raising awareness of the issue, and assisted in ensuring the
sustainability of the project, through the strong participation of the local community.
Of particular importance is the high volume of project activities implemented in high-risk areas in the past
period. During this period we tried to modify our program to face the situation in the field. As such, in our
mine awareness education activities, we focused our efforts on discussing with children the dangerous
effects, in all its aspects, of landmines and UXO, rather than simply relaying the message 'do not enter
minefields.’ Project volunteers implemented over 70 activities in over 20 villages and cities in the West
Bank, reaching around 15,000 school children in high-risk areas. These activities took place mainly in
schools as well as summer camps and varied in form, including lectures, production of mine awareness
songs and theater productions, announcements over school loud speakers, and wall magazines, among
others. Most project events were covered in the local media, thereby reaching an audience greater than
those who directly participated in the event itself. Through these activities, the importance of mobilizing
children as resources rather than as merely passive recipients of knowledge became apparent.
Furthermore, the project strengthened its working relations with local, regional and international organizations,
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institutions, and activists. On the local level, activities took the form of lectures organized in conjunction
with local community groups. On the regional and international level, the project established new relations
and solidified existing ones through its participation in meetings of the International Campaign to Ban
Landmines, in particular, the Second Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Treaty and the parallel meetings
organized by the ICBL in Geneva, as well as by participating in the Landmine Monitor researchers meeting.
In addition, the project conducted a tour of local minefields and military training areas, attended by DCI/PS
and War on Want.
Also during the past period, the project renewed its contract with the Landmine Monitor Report, to update
the Palestine Report for the Landmine Monitor Report 2001. This report reflects the Palestinian and the
Israeli position regarding the Mine Ban Treaty, Humanitarian Mine Action, and Victim/Survivor Assistance.
One of the significant consequences of project activities has been the high level of cross-cultural exchange
experienced, primarily through regional and international meetings and workshops. Each of these activities
provided the opportunity for DCI/PS staff to gain insight and understanding of the challenges facing other
countries, both Arab and others, where landmines and UXO are present. In particular, through discussing the
strengths and weaknesses as well as the risks and obstacles with which other countries deal, DCI/PS staff
had the opportunity to learn from the experience of others. In addition, they were able to raise the awareness
of organizations/activists from other countries of the problem of landmines in the Palestinian Territories.
Of particular importance, and towards fulfillment of the project's goal to protect Palestinian civilians from
the danger of landmines and UXO, the project fenced and signed the portion of Qabatia minefield which
lies in zone A, in coordination with the Palestinian National Security Forces, and with the support of Canada
Fund. The fencing project came as a response to the need of tangible services for residents in high risk
areas. In conjunction with the fencing, the project organized a celebration to mark the end of the fencing
project. The event was attended by the Canadian representative to the Palestinian Authority, project
volunteers, members of the National Security Forces, local community organizations, and legal and policy
advisors to the Palestinian Negotiating Team. The event was covered in the local media. The project also
continued to offer legal assistant to the survivors and the victim's families through referral services.
Other achievements of the project include issuing the second edition of “Horizon“ (Ofuq) newsletter, which
covers the activities of the Palestinian Campaign to Ban landmines, and the activities of the International
Campaign to Ban Landmines, as well as articles about child-to-child methodology and its implementation
in mine awareness education. Moreover, the newsletter highlighted the Israeli state comptroller's report
regarding the issue of landmines and military training bases within the areas under Israeli control.
In 2000, the project was also active in working to raise awareness of the issue within the local media. Such
activities included coverage of project activities in the local print and visual media, as well as broadcasting
awareness messages on local Palestinian television. Awareness was also raised through the production
and distribution of mine awareness materials and the dissemination of press releases regarding UXO
explosions in 2000. The project also maintained its database of landmine and UXO casualties in the past
year. Finally, a 21-minute documentary film on the landmine/UXO issue in the Occupied Palestinian Territories
was completed, in coordination with DAR Productions. This film will be used as a tool for advocacy efforts.

c Laura Junka

Two primary lessons were learned in the recent period. The first is the importance of combining mine
awareness activities with humanitarian mine action that provides concrete results for the local community.

39

An ongoing request from affected communities was the need for tangible results stemming from the efforts
of the project, particularly given the fact that attempts to change levels of community awareness often take
years before the community can actually witness noticeable changes. Through the project fencing Qabatia
minefield, the project witnessed first hand that conducting such activities not only decreases the likelihood
of landmine casualties, but also significantly increased community support for the project because it was
responding and fulfilling a very real need of the community.
c Laura Junka

The second major lesson learned is the importance of flexibility in project planning and responding to the
needs of the community while one is working within a political situation over which DCI/PS has no control.
Particularly, the outbreak of the Intifada in late September and the consequent re-examination of the role
the project should play and the role the project can feasibly play, reinforced and brought home the importance
of constant re-evaluation of projects and programs. Moreover, it taught us the importance of the various
tools that can and should be used for implementing projects and how those tools may change depending
on the situation on the ground and the needs of the local community.

Conducted Mine Awareness Educational Activities for children. Project volunteers implemented over 70 activities in over 20
villages and cities in the West Bank, reaching an estimated 15,000 or more children.
Fenced and signed the portion of Qabatia minefield falling under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority, in coordination with
the Palestinian National Security Forces.
Participation in a week long, extra-curricular festival for students, sponsored by the Directorate of Education in Qabatia district.
The project's participation took the form of a 'Landmine Awareness Corner,’ and involved distribution of awareness materials,
lectures, exhibition of landmine and UXO replicas (from wood) and awareness materials produced by children.
The project participated in 7 summer camps, in 7 towns located in high-risk areas of the northern West Bank. The mine
awareness activities included theater performances, songs, and workshops, reaching approximately 1,000 children.
Special event in Qabatia village. The event featured an exhibition of children's products, mine awareness songs and theater
production by children as well as speeches given by various individuals involved in project implementation. The event was
open to the public and attracted an audience of around 500 children from high-risk schools and approximately 50 adults.
Training workshop for 25 boy scouts from Al- Akrabniya school. This workshop was necessitated following the Israeli redeployment from the Ansariya military training area in January. The training area is located adjacent to Al-Akrabaniya. Following
the re-deployment, the Ministry of Education requested that the Project conduct a training for the local
boy scouts so that they could launch an awareness campaign in the area. The training provided a brief
overview of the historical context to the issue, information about landmines and UXOs and how to cope
with the problem, and child-to-child methodology. Also, because the trainees will be involved in
implementing awareness activities, the training focused on how to plan, organize and implement mine
awareness activities.
Conducted 6 lectures and workshops for children, youth, their parents, and the local community, in the
West Bank, primarily from the Jenin and Toubas areas, on the dangers of landmines and ways to deal
with the problem.
Designed a colored, educational booklet for children ages 6-9 on the dangers of landmines and UXO and
how to cope with this problem. It provides information on the problem and gives the children space to
offer solutions.
Printed and distributed an educational colored booklet for children ages 12-15.
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Produced and distributed educational, mine awareness materials, including colored school agenda
and 2 types of mine awareness stickers.
Produced and distributed the second edition of 'Ofuq', the project's newsletter.
Prepared and submitted the updated version of the Palestine Report for the Landmine Monitor
Report 2000, participating in the Landmine Monitor Report researcher meetings in Brussels in
January, in Cairo in April, and in the Netherlands in May.
Participation in the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, primarily through participating in the
Meeting of Non-State Actors to the Ottawa Treaty in Geneva, in March; the Regional Conference
on Landmines, held under the auspices of the Arab League, in April, and in the Second Meeting of
States Parties to the Ottawa Treaty, in Geneva, in September, as well as Landmine Monitor Report
activities.
Completed production of documentary film, Jamal: A Story of Courage. In 1999, the project produced
a 7 minute promotional film regarding the problem of landmines and UXO in the OPT. The project
continued work in this regard and expanded the 7-minute promotional film into a 21 minute
documentary, in coordination with DAR Productions, a Ramallah based production company.
Maintained relations with legal advisors to the Palestinian negotiating team, by providing them with
relevant information and inviting them to attend the event marking the completion of the Qabatia
fencing project.
Issued 6 press releases regarding the landmine and UXO problem in the Palestinian territories, as
well as 1 fact sheet.
Documented cases of casualties resulting from UXO explosions in the Palestinian Territories.
Strengthened role of landmine survivors and children from high-risk areas in assisting in raising
awareness of landmines and UXO dangers, through workshops, lectures, festivals, training, etc.
Strengthened the capacity of project volunteers, through workshops.
Developed and strengthened working relations with local organizations and institutions, through
workshops, lectures, meetings and information exchanges.
Maintained the role of the Mine Action Committee in planning, following-up, and evaluating project
activities.
Conducted an internal evaluation of the first year of project implementation, with the participation of
project partners and volunteers.
Developed draft plan of action for the 2nd and 3rd years of project implementation and discussed
them with local partners.
Covered the activities of the campaign in the local media (television and print).

The only major change in the project in 2000 came as a result of the beginning of the Intifada. As explained above, the
internal closure has prohibited communication with and travel to the areas of project implementation. As a result, project
staff was unable to implement a number of activities planned for the last quarter of the year. Given the current situation
wherein Palestinian civilians continue to face ongoing attacks on their communities, and restrictions of freedom of movement
remain in place, the project is focusing its efforts on disseminating mine awareness messages via television and radio, as
this is the only avenue open for reaching the population.
Whereas the situation after 29 September resulted in our inability to implement specific activities planned for 2000, a
number of other activities were implemented throughout the year, such as participation in

41

international meetings and local events. These activities, while not originally planned, have assisted in
strengthening the content and awareness of the project as a whole.
In addition to the outbreak of the Intifada, a number of minor challenges presented themselves throughout
the year, resulting in slight modifications to specific project activities. The primary obstacle we faced concerns
the sporadic teachers' strike that occurred in May. The locations of the strike varied from day to day and
school to school. Given that the majority of awareness activities implemented with children occur through
schools, the strike delayed the implementation of several of these activities. The project was able to overcome
related obstacles in project implementation by being very flexible and using creativity to adjust to the situation.

Following the end of the first-year project
period and the subsequent evaluation, DCI/PS planned to
expand the project in the coming period to all high-risk areas of the West
Bank. This decision was governed by the extreme success of the first year of the
project, both in terms of local community participation and in terms of an increase in mine
awareness witnessed in the high-risk areas in which the project was implemented.
The year 2000 saw the development of the project in terms of increased capacity of project volunteers, increased
interest by the local community, and increased volume of activities implemented in project areas. Throughout the
year, project participants have repeatedly demonstrated support for the activities and expressed the need for similar
activities in other high-risk areas. Also, awareness of the community-at-large has increased. An indication of this is the
community's reaction to and participation in project activities. People in project locations are aware of the project and it has
succeeded in establishing a positive reputation. The increased enthusiasm among the community was exhibited by the large
audience, which attended the Special Event in Qabatia, and the efforts put forth in producing the mine awareness songs and theater
production. In addition, the project has received overwhelmingly positive responses to the publications, which the project has produced.
Such responses indicated that teachers and students alike find the awareness materials useful, educational, and relevant.

While difficult to ascertain any link, the project notes that not a single mine or UXO related accident has been reported in any of
the project areas since the beginning of project implementation. It is worth noting that the project areas were determined based
on the fact that DCI/PS research conducted on the issue indicated that the northern West Bank was the site of the majority of
mine and UXO related casualties.
Given the importance of continued work on the landmine/UXO issue, particularly due to the fact that since the outbreak of the
Intifada there have been additional cases of Palestinian casualties arising from munitions remnants existing in areas of direct
confrontation, residential areas which have been subjected to military attacks, and cases of anti-personnel mines being
layed in barricades erected by the Israeli army, DCI/PS is committed to continuing its work in this regard. However,
given restrictions on freedom of movement resulting from the internal closure of the occupied territories by the Israeli
authorities, implementing the project according to the plan of action has proved difficult. Accordingly, the project
has decided to focus its attention on disseminating wide-spread awareness messages to the local
communities through the use of the mass media. In addition, we will continue to be active in lobbying
locally and internationally, through our participation in the International Campaign to Ban
Landmines.
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Days of

HAPPINESS FESTIVAL

On 1 June, the International Day of the Child, DCI/PS, in cooperation with the Health Work Committees
and the Union of Palestinian Women's Committees organized a recreational and cultural festival for
children in Beit Sahour. The festival included a number of activities designed to raise awareness
and provide children the opportunity to express their opinions and ventilate their feelings. The activity
was the first of its kind for DCI/PS in the Bethlehem area and succeeded in relaying a positive
impression about the organization, its mission and objectives.
Seven hundred children from Beit Sahour participated in the festival, which began with a children's
march where children raised banners and shouted slogans asserting children's rights and calling for
a brighter future for Palestinian children. The banners highlighted the right of children to live in peace
and security and called for the release of children detained in Israeli prisons and detention centers.
A variety of community organizations participated in this festival in addition to more than 30 student
volunteers from local universities. The activities of the festival included drawing, balloons, make-up
workshops, in addition to a theater performance by Nakhla Shiber and a magic show.
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IV.

SOCIAL
PROGRAM (SP)

Overall Objective:
The overall objective of the program is to provide children victims of political and social violence with comprehensive
services, enhancing their reintegration with their families and in their communities, at the same time as encouraging the
protection of their rights.

Specific Objectives:
a. To raise community awareness regarding the effects of violence on children through a well coordinated awareness
raising campaign.
b. To contribute to the capacity building process of local organizations which deal with children victims of violence
through staff training and follow up.
c. To upgrade the skills of children victims of violence and involve them in the rehabilitation of their peers and in the
community education process.
d. To expand the use of group therapy techniques and community oriented and based interventions.
e. To strengthen networking, cooperation and coordination with other organizations, expand the number of
collaborating partners, and improve the quality of services provided to children victims of violence.

A

Introduction
The Social Program emerged following the 1994 Ibrahimi mosque massacre in Hebron and the extreme
violence to which Palestinian children and their families were exposed. The project, which offers social
and psychological counseling to children was the first of its kind in Hebron. The project seeks to respond
to the needs of children and their families, especially those living in the H2 area which is under complete
Israeli control. These children in particular suffer daily from the presence of Israeli soldiers and hostile
Israeli settlers.
The social and economic suffering of the people in this community impacts their relations and the
communication models within their families. As a result, the main challenges children suffer from are
political and social violence as well as lack of opportunities for recreation and participation in community
life. The situation is similar for children living in the areas surrounding Hebron, such as rural areas and
refugee camps. In fact, the majority of children from this region who are arrested by the Israeli occupation
authority are from the camps.
In 1999, DCI/PS carried out an evaluation of the Social Program, in cooperation with the YMCA
Rehabilitation Program in Beit Sahour. Both social workers and project clients participated in the
evaluation, which offered a number of recommendations designed to increase the effectiveness and
sustainability of the project. Of foremost importance was the recommendation of placing more efforts on
working with the local community, including adults, organizations, and decision-makers, in order to place
the best interests of the child as a Palestinian priority. In the year 2000, the Social Program worked to
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further the recommendations of the evaluation by placing increased importance on raising the awareness
of the community. The program also continued to work with children and their families to raise awareness
of their rights, as well as working with them to positively enhance their psycho-social and cognitive
development in order that they become productive, effective, members in their society.
Following the outbreak of the Intifada in late September 2000 and as a result of extreme levels of violence
to which children were exposed on a daily basis, the Social Program launched the Crisis Intervention
Project with the goal of mitigating the negative psycho-social effects such violence will have on Palestinian
children. Part of the project work entailed providing supportive and empathetic environments in which
children feel safe and comfortable expressing their feelings about the recent events. Moreover, the project
works with families and professionals whose work involves children in order to further popular understanding
of the effects of violence on children and to raise awareness regarding symptoms children may experience.

B

Obstacles Encountered
The main obstacle encountered in 2000 was directly related to the political situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories,
in particular, restrictions on freedom of movement resulting from Israeli imposed closures and curfews. These restrictions
had a disastrous impact on the ability of organizations to carry out their work, particularly those organizations that work in the
field. In terms of the work of the DCI/PS Social Program, the numerous Israeli checkpoints, closures, and curfews imposed
on the residents of Hebron frequently impeded our ability to not only to reach project locations, but also often prevented DCI/
PS staff from reaching our Hebron office. This was particularly true for our work in the H2 area of the city where Palestinian
residents were subjected to more than 72 days of curfew in the last quarter of the year. For example, while implementing the
Crisis Intervention Project, Israeli checkpoints prevented theater groups from reaching scheduled activities as well as prevented
project volunteers from reaching the location and participating in the activities.
In spite of these significant obstacles, the SP managed to reach children and implement a number of activities during the
past period. A key factor enabling us to do so was by coordinating work with organizations/institutions who work within the
Old City, in particular the Hebron Municipality and the Hebron Rehabilitation Committee. The former of which employs a
number of individuals who are authorized to enter and exit the H2 area, particularly in urgent situations. The latter of which
provided the SP with facilities within the Old City in which to hold workshops and other activities for children. Both groups
assisted DCI/PS in reaching children and implementing activities, such as drawing and painting workshops, story circles, as
well as facilitated the provision of individual, group, and family counseling.

C

Counseling Activities
1. Individual Counseling
a. Counseling for Children Victims of Political Violence and Their Families
TYPE OF CASE

NUMBER

Released Prisoners

22

Prisoners' Families

55

Children Victims of Soldier Attacks

24

Injured Children

8

TOTAL

109
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b. Children Victims of Social Violence
TYPE

NUMBER

Victims of Domestic Violence

45

TOTAL

45

c. Distribution of Cases According to Geographic Region
TYPE
Released Prisoners

Families of Prisoners

Injured Children

Victims of Domestic Violence

Children Victims of Soldier Attacks

TOTAL

LOCATION

NUMBER

Camp

14

City

6

Village

2

Camp

20

City

15

Village

20

Camp

2

City

5

Village

1

Camp

25

City

15

Village

5

Camp

2

Camp

22

Camp

-

Camp

154

d. Forms of Abuse During Interrogation, Dealt with by the Social Program
METHOD
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DETAILS

No. of Cases

Beating

From the moment of arrest until entering prison, children are
subjected to beating all over the body, in particular the head
and genitals.

22

Shaking

A process of vigorous body shaking by carrying the child
and shaking him repeatedly. Children who undergo this
experience usually lose consciousness.

11

Position Abuse (shabeh)

Tying of the hands and legs or both, placing the child on a
chair or against the wall and forcing him to stand on his toes,
for extended periods of time.

22

Exposure to Humiliation
and Degrading Situations

Demanding that the child curse God or his relatives;
spitting on child prisoners, forcing the child to exert himself
physically.

22

Cold and Hot Water

Depending on the whims of the interrogators, children are often doused
with extremely hot and/or cold water during interrogation. The choice
of hot or cold water is dependent on the season (i.e. in Winter, cold
water is used; in Summer, hot water).

15

Shame Rooms

In order to extract more information or a confession, children
are sent to the “shame room,” typically a room in which
Palestinian collaborators exist.

7

Sleep Deprivation

During interrogation, in order to exert pressure on children and
to make them anxious, children are not allowed to sleep.

14

Threatening

Children are faced with threats of long prison terms,
imprisonment of family members, demolition of family home,
and/or the rape of female members of the family.

19

Deprivation from Food and
Drink

In order to exhaust the prisoner and to exert psychological pressure
on the detainee, children are deprived of food and drink.

5

Prevented from Using the
Bathroom

Frequently, prisoners are not allowed to use the toilet and are
forced to relieve themselves while fully clothed in the presence
of others.

3

Deprivation of Family and
Attorney Visits

Employed in order to exert psychological pressure on the child
and to increase the detainees feeling of aloneness.

24

Isolation

Children are often placed for long periods of time (from 1-3 days),
in isolation cells approximately 2mX2m in size, with small windows,
and a toilet. Given the open toilet, the room is permeated with an
overwhelming stench and, once inside, the child is unable to
communicate with anyone else.

7

Pressuring Child Detainees to
Collaborate with the Isr aeli
Security Services

Often attempted through threatening the child with other punitive
measures.

13

Forced Signing of Confessions

Numerous children are arrested on the basis of confessions signed
by other children, in which case, the child is not taken to interrogation,
especially if they are arrested with a large group of children.
Frequently, children are forced to sign confessions printed in Hebrew,
which the children do not understand, by placing their fingerprints
on the paper.

17

Collective Interrogation

Process by which more than one interrogator participates in
interrogating the child.

3

2. CASE STUDY: Ahmad's Story
Fourteen year old Ahmad is the 10th child in his 14 member family. Originally from Beit Jabreen village in the Hebron area,
Ahmad was born and raised in Al-Arroub Refugee Camp, outside of Hebron. Ahmad's family is like others in the camp, a
large, low-income family living in a space of around 150m square, with 3 bedrooms and a salon. At first, the dynamics inside
the family appear to be good; however, upon learning more about the internal living situation and upon noticing the roles and
boundaries of the group, it becomes clear that the situation is unhealthy. One of the main factors effecting the internal family
structure is the extreme violence perpetrated by the father against other members of the household. The level of violence
from the father to which other family members are subjected, leads to a situation wherein children of the family have
expressed hopes that their father dies.
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The tense situation at home is further exacerbated by the difficult economic situation facing the family. The
elder children in the family work irregularly, leading to a further deteriorating of the economic situation,
increased pressure inside the family, and thereby increased levels of violence inside the home. The father
relayed to the SP that he is currently receiving treatment at a mental hospital, but, nevertheless, believes
that he has lost understanding with the family and that no one supports or stands beside him.
On 27 July 1999, the Israeli occupation authorities arrested Ahmad and his brother. Though initially arrested
together, the two boys were not detained in the same cell. Though the process of being arrested at the
same time as his brother was a source of some comfort for Ahmad, their later separation impacted him
greatly.

When asked to delineate the positive and negative aspects of his life, Ahmad produced the following:
Positive

Negative

Good health

Living in a refugee camp

Attending school

Lack of organizations in the camp

Release from prison on 14 October 1999

Being arrested on 27 July 1999

Returning to school

Being exposed to violent interrogation

Getting his imprisonment allowances,
from Prisoners Rehabilitation Center

Being separated from his brother in prison

Imprisoned at the same time as his brother

Losing one academic year

Brutal treatment from his father

Meeting the social worker
Participating in volunteer work
Assisting the families of prisoners

BIO-PSYCHO-SOCIAL ASSESSMENT:
Ahmad was born healthy and without disease. However, given his position as one of many children, he
does not feel that he is distinguished or receives special attention. Moreover, he feels that he has lost his
love for his father because of the brutal treatment to which his father subjects him and other members of
the family. The experience of arrest and imprisonment has also had a severe impact on his psycho-social
health, as during his 11 day interrogation, Ahmad was subjected to various forms of violence and terror by
Israeli interrogators. As a result of these experiences, Ahmad became withdrawn from his peers, increasingly
anxious, ceased to participate in social occasions, including visiting relatives, and his academic performance
decreased.

OBJECTIVES SET TO WORK WITH THE CLIENT AND HIS FAMILY:
1. Individual work with the client, including providing him the opportunity to discuss his painful experience.
2. Working with the family in order to identify the roles and responsibilities of the different family members.
3. Giving the family the opportunity to express its experience and painful memories, in particular those related to
their relationship with the father.
4. Facilitating the provision of rehabilitation services for the child through coordination with other organizations
interested in prisoners' and vocational rehabilitation.
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STRATEGIES EMPLOYED IN THE COUNSELING:
1. Working with the child through individual sessions and counseling, focusing on enabling the child to
ventilate his feelings regarding his experiences in prison.
2. Employing free association strategies with Ahmed about himself and his experience of being separated
from his brother in prison. As mentioned, Ahmad and his brother were arrested on the same night. His
brother is 3 years older than him and being arrested with him provided Ahmed a feeling of safety at the
beginning of his arrest. However, their eventual separation in prison was an extremely painful event for
Ahmad, perhaps more distressing than the actual arrest itself.
3. Including Ahmad in DCI/PS activities and encouraging his participation in summer camps.
4. Facilitating his participation in activities related to Palestinian political prisoners, such as giving interviews
with local television stations on the subject and participating in solidarity activities with prisoners who are
on hunger strike.
5. Providing the opportunity for Ahmad to confront his issues by encouraging the child to express his
feelings in front of his father in an appropriate manner.
6. Raising the awareness of the family about the importance of abiding by the defined rules and
responsibilities of each family member. In addition, encouraging Ahmad to participate as often as possible
in family activities at the same time as clarifying to the family the importance of his participation.
7. Providing the client with skills in ventilation, relaxation and channeling his emotions in a healthy manner.

EVALUATION
From the initial encounter, Ahmad was cooperative and able to express
his painful feelings. Moreover, during his work with the SP, he managed
to convey his feelings to his family in a positive manner, a process
that assisted the family in understanding the motives behind the brutal
way the father deals with the family. As a result of the counseling,
Ahmad's social relations with his friends at the school and others have
improved. The educational counselor in the UNRWA school pays
special attention to the child and his experiences and has encouraged
him to participate in numerous activities. These activities have assisted
Ahmed in engaging positively with his peers and in expressing himself
and his feelings. Moreover, the interest from the school counselor
reflected positively on the educational level of the child, and his
academic achievements improved.

c Laura Junka

Ahmad's story is like that of many of his peers. Despite efforts exerted by Palestinian children, their families
and the DCI/PS Social Program, to deal with the issues adversely effecting the psycho-social health of
Palestinian children, the situation on the ground often impedes the ability to do so. The ongoing military
occupation, the discriminatory and harsh policies associated with it, and the ensuing lack of control over
daily life frequently result in an environment of ongoing and systematic violence, to which Palestinian
children are exposed. In Ahmad's case, his efforts to deal with the obstacles preventing his healthy
participation in home and family life came to an abrupt halt on 7 December 2000, when the Israeli occupation
authorities again arrested him. The pretext for his arrest was the contention that this 15-year-old boy posed
a “threat to the security of the state.”
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3. Group Counseling
During the past period, the SP worked with 5 groups of children through group counseling and activities, as
follows:

1 1. Nine juveniles released from Megiddo prison: The group of children, who come from the Old City of
Hebron and Al-Arroub Refugee Camp, had been arrested in the same period and were sentenced to between
six and 12 months in prison. Five sessions were held with the group, on average one time each month. In
addition, the group participated in a variety of activities concerning their own experiences in prison and in
solidarity with other Palestinian political prisoners. The children participated in the march organized by
Nadi Al-Asir (Prisoners' Club) on the day of the Palestinian prisoner. Also, the group gave three television
and radio interviews, during which they spoke about the conditions for juvenile detainees in Israeli prisons.
Moreover, they conducted a number of visits and meetings with non-governmental and governmental
organizations and institutes, including Nadi Al-Asir, the Prisoners' Rehabilitation Program, the Palestinian
Legislative Council, and the Directorate of Education in Hebron. The goal of these visits was to bring to the
attention of these entities the problems faced by juvenile detainees and to discuss the extent to which the
organizations can assist in alleviating the problems.

2 2. Eleven children attacked by Israeli soldiers: This group consists of boys and girls living in Beit Awwa
village, in the Hebron area. The children range in age from 6 years to 13 and underwent monthly counseling
sessions. In addition, the group participated in a variety of other activities, including giving television
interviews and participating in activities relating to Palestinian Prisoners' Day, the latter of which was especially
important as the majority of the children in the group are children of Palestinian political prisoners.

3 3. Six children living in Al-Arroub Refugee Camp: This group of children from a refugee camp in the
Hebron area share common experiences: 4 of them are former prisoners, and 2 were victims of political
violence. Five sessions were held with the group, one each month. In addition, the group participated in a
variety of other activities, including meeting with a foreign delegation, assisting DCI/PS in inviting prisoners'
families to the Prisoners' Day march, and giving an interview on Al-Majd television to discuss the suffering
of Palestinian political prisoners.

4 4. Nine child victims of collective violence: This group consists of children from the Old City of Hebron
who suffered adverse psychological effects as a result of collective violence. The SP worked with the
group through a number of activities, including art, play, and music therapy. The primary goal of these
activities was to provide a venue through which the children could express their painful feelings

5 5. Twelve children from Al-Ja'abari neighborhood in Hebron: The homes of the children in this group
were attacked and came under intensive, heavy gunfire. Many psycho-social symptoms appeared among
the children as a result of these attacks. The SP worked with the children in four sessions, during which
play and art therapy was utilized in order to provide children the opportunity to express themselves and
ventilate their emotions. The children's families participated in these activities.
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Referrals
The Social Program referred the following cases to other organizations in 2000 for appropriate services:
1. Addameer, eight cases were referred for legal follow-up.
2. Ministry of Social Affairs, five cases were referred to receive treatment and assistance.
3. Arab Rehabilitation Society, one girl-child was referred for diagnosis and rehabilitation.
4. S.O.S. Children's Village, one mother was referred to S.O.S to work as a 'mother'.
5. LAW, four cases were referred of families whose homes were threatened with demolition.
6. HAMOKED, 10 cases were referred for legal follow-up.
7. Al-Ahli Hospital, two cases of released children were referred for necessary medical check-ups.
8. Prisoners' Rehabilitation Program, 55 released children and families of prisoners were referred
in order to receive their allowances and rehabilitation services.
9. YMCA-Jericho, two cases were referred for vocational rehabilitation.
10. Halhoul Medical Clinic, three cases were referred to receive health services.
11. Zakaat Committee, 10 cases were referred for relevant services.
12. Palestine Counseling Center, three cases referred for counseling services.
13. Terre des Hommes, 2 cases referred for health assistance.

E

General Activities
Training Courses
During the last period eight training courses, concerning children's rights and violence against children, were implemented,
as follows:
1. Training course for Tarkumia Women's Center, consisting of 25 training hours, with 22 participating mothers.
2. Training course for Beit Ula Women's Center, consisting of 30 training hours, with 17 mothers participating.
3. Training course for Dura Basic School, in cooperation with 'Ibdaa Center, consisting of 29 training hours, with 28 students
participating.
4. Training course for the Palestinian Red Crescent Society in Nablus, consisting of 20 training hours, with 13 participants
from the PRCS Department of Youth and Volunteers.
5. Training course for 20 mothers and teachers in Hebron schools, consisting of 16 training hours over 4 days. Organized in
coordination with the DCI/PS Girl-Child project.
6. Training course for children about child rights at the S.O.S Children's Village, consisting of 30 training hours over 5 days,
25 children participating.
7. 16-hour training course for General Union of Palestinian Workers in Nablus about child labor. The course lasted for 2
days and had 22 participants.
8. Training course for children in Al-Fawwar refugee camp about children's rights. The course, which was carried out in
coordination with ARCS, lasted 4 days and 30 children participated.
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Workshops
Eight workshops were implemented, as follows:
1. Workshop on violence against children, conducted through coordination between the SP and the PRCS
for 33 persons from governmental and non-governmental organizations in the Jenin area.
2. Workshop for children on violence against children, carried out in coordination with the Beit Ula Cultural
Center, with 20 children participating.
3. Workshop for teachers about inappropriate teaching methods, in coordination with the Hebron Municipality,
with 20 teachers participating.
4. Workshop for social workers in Dar Al-Amal Reform School on counseling and strategies to be employed
in counseling juveniles. Seven social workers participated.
5. Four workshops for mothers and educators in S.O.S. Children's Village, about children's rights and
inappropriate teaching methods, with16 mothers and educators participating.

Lectures
During the last year the SP conducted the following lectures:
PLACE
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TOPIC

LENGTH

PARTICIPANTS

Sa'ir Charitable Society

Inappropriate
Educational
Methodologies

2 hours

20 mothers

Kharas Women's Center

Inappropriate
Educational
Methodologies

2 hours

20 parents and children

'Ibdaa Cultural Center

Children's Right to
Education

2 hours

20 teachers

Hebron Municipality
Library

Violence Against
Children

2 hours

25 parents

Dura Ahli Club, in
coordination with 'Ibdaa
Cultural Center

The CRC and Its Practical
Implementation

2 hours

28 students

Clients of the Social
Program

The Effects of Painful
Experiences on the PsychoSocial and Educational Levels

2 hours

17 released and injured
children

Lectures for Children
during Tawjihi Siyaasi

Children's Rights

2 hours

120 students

Summer Camps
The Social Program participated in 11 summer camps, during which the CRC was introduced to children,
as follows:
SUMMER CAMP LOCATION

PARTICIPATING CHILDREN

Al-Zahra School Camp

30

Al-Aroub Youth Club Camp

25

Tarkumia Islamic Association Camp

40

Abu Dubaat Girls School Camp

25

Kharas Women's Club Camp

20

Imreish Women's Club Camp

20

Children's Library Network Camp

35

Beit Omar School Camp

30

Al-Arroub Faculty Camp

20

Halhoul School Camp

25

Halhoul Basic Girls School Camp

30

Group Activities for the Social Program
1. Drawing workshop for children and released and injured juveniles, through cooperation with Artists
House in Hebron, in which 13 SP clients participated. Their drawings concentrated on their experiences
inside prison or the incidents that lead to their injury.
2. Drawing and social games workshop, in coordination with Beit Ula Women's Center, in which 50 children
participated. Social games were played, video films were presented, and prizes were distributed to
participating children at the end of the event.
3. Organized a Medical Day, in coordination with the Health Work Committees (HWC) and the Women's
Center in Beit Ula. 150 people received health services and medicine was distributed during the day.
4. Children's Festival organized for the International Day of the Child (1 June), in coordination with the
Palestinian Women's Committee and the HWC. The Festival featured rights awareness activities, children's
entertainment and theater productions. Approximately 700 children participated in the event.
5. Participated in the march for Palestinian Prisoners Day: In coordination with Nadi Al-Asir, DCI/PS
encouraged and facilitated the participation in the march of 20 released children from the Old City of
Hebron and Al-Arroub Refugee Camp and 40 children whose family members are imprisoned.
6. Participated in Al-Quds Children's Festival, in coordination with HWC.
7. Five released child prisoners participated in a summer camp for children for one week in Gaza City,
which was arranged through cooperation with the Culture and Free Thought Association in the Gaza Strip.
Other Activities
1. Arranged a lecture for the DCI/PS Mine Awareness project, in coordination with the Dura Ahli club.
2. Assisted in the preparation of a paper about political violence, presented at the conference “Towards a
Unified Juvenile Justice System Guaranteeing the Rights of the Child,” organized by the DCI/PS Legal
Program, in coordination with Al-Haq, Law in the Service of Man.
3. Participated in a 2-hour television interview on the CRC and violations of Palestinian children's rights,
broadcast on the Haqi Ana program, organized by the DCI/PS Girl Child project.
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The Crisis Intervention Project: The Role of the Social
Program During the Intifada
1- Introduction
Recognizing the severe and negative effects the Israeli siege would have on Palestinian children's psychosocial health, DCI/PS launched a crisis intervention project immediately following the outbreak of the Intifada.
Harsh Israeli practices characterized by the unprecedented excessive use of force and measures of collective
punishment against Palestinians has had serious consequences on the mental and physical health of
Palestinian children, who constitute 53% of the Palestinian population of the OPT. These effects manifest
in fear and tension among children and have caused significant changes to the psychological, behavioral
and social stability of Palestinian children. They have been placed in a state of confusion, alienation, and
trauma, and distinct changes to their sleeping and eating habits have been witnessed. Though some
children appear to behave normally, having been able to suppress their feelings of fear and concern, other
Palestinian children have shown distinct signs of trauma. The effects of the Israeli siege have been
exacerbated by the uncontrolled reactions of various community groups, including families, schools and
the media, the latter of which has repeatedly disseminated images of violent confrontations, bodies of the
dead and wounded, damaged and bombed out houses and other violent scenes. The totality of these
responses to the Israeli bombardment has been increased fear and tension, particularly among children.
Without a doubt, Palestinian children have suffered the most from brutal occupation policies. In addition to
94 children killed in the last quarter of 2000, and approximately 3,000 injured, around 250 minors were
arrested and thousands others terrorized as their homes and communities were attacked and their family
members and peers killed or injured. The crisis situation, the high level of violence, and the consequent
threats posed to children's mental health, made necessary activities designed to provide children the
opportunity to express and ventilate their feelings and to equip families and schools to better deal with
children in this situation.
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General Objective:
To reduce the negative psycho-social effects exposure to extreme violence will have on Palestinian children, through
implementing a program of social and educational activities that support Palestinian children who were victims of
Israeli violence during the Intifada. The Program is intended to cover physical, mental, behavioral, and academic
aspects by supporting children and developing their skills and capabilities.

Specific Objectives:
To form a network of trained professionals to deal with the negative impact of the events on
children, and build the capacity of social consultants who work with children victims of violence.
To raise community awareness with respect to available services and preventive measures
that can be taken in dealing with negative effects of violent events on children; thus, to
promote the awareness of the society as a whole.
To provide comprehensive services for children who are badly affected by Israeli practices,
including distributing material assistance and educational supplies.

2. Project Activities
a.

Training

1. Initially, 240 volunteers were distributed in the nine project areas: 25-30 trained psychologists and social
workers were recruited to volunteer in each area.
2. A large number of local community institutions (governmental and NGOs) were contacted to work with
the project and unify efforts.
3. 72 hour training programs over 12 working days were organized for each project area. Each area
received three days of intensive training prior to the start of the project. Later, one day of training was
implemented each week during the project period.
4. A team of trained professionals was formed and training material was prepared to meet the needs of the
project.

b.

Community Work and Awareness Raising

(b.1) Community Work:
1. Educational seminars for pre-school and all government, private and UNRWA school teachers were
offered to provide them with skills that enable them to better deal with children effected by violent
events.
2. Workshops were conducted for mothers in order to provide them with skills and preliminary instructions
that enable them to recognize the changes in their children's behavior and help them deal with these
changes. Also, the workshops provided women with names of institutions that deal with children in need
of intensive intervention.
3. Numerous “open day“ activities were held to provide support to groups of 200 -300 children. This kind of
activity aimed to provide a secure atmosphere, to reinforce and encourage a feeling of pleasure in life and
the need to continue, to emphasize children's right to play and enjoy childhood despite hard living conditions.
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Such activities included dialogue workshops, psychodrama and other group games in addition to theatre
shows and plays.
4. Children's marches were organized in order to provide children an opportunity to express their opinions and
feelings regarding the current events in a positive, productive manner in an environment that is supportive
and safe. A variety of such marches were carried out in the center of Palestinian cities and villages and
away from clash points.
5. A series of educational and entertaining activities with different youth groups and leaders affiliated with the
Ministry of Youth and Sports were held. These activities were designed to activate the role of youth in
dealing with the younger generation and help them express their feelings.
6. Social visits to families of detained and injured children in homes and hospitals were carried out. Many
families of children killed were also visited.
7. Home counseling and follow up or referral was provided where necessary.
8. 1000 case forms were completed in order to examine the impact of events on children from various aspects.
9. Theatre groups were contracted to assist in conveying counseling messages and support during performances
for children. Such groups included Nakhleh Shiber, Alwan, Roni Rock and Inad theater group. These
groups were provided with basic skills on how to deal with children. In addition, they received material
explaining possible symptoms children may be suffering. As a result, during the shows, children were able
to express their feelings in a positive, supportive environment and were provided with some coping skills.
10. Considerable quantities of stationery, gifts and educational games for children were distributed.
11. A series of health activities were conducted with the support of medical committees, during which free
medicine was distributed and first-aid techniques provided.
In our community work, we focused on areas that had been most severely effected by nightly shelling,
constant siege or curfew. These areas include the Old City of Hebron, Jabal al- Tawil and Balou' areas in
Al- Bireh, Betounia village near Ramallah, Shu'fat refugee camp and Hizma in Jerusalem, Jericho, Rafah
and Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip, Beit Jala, Beit Sahour, al- Khader and Taqou' villages near Bethlehem.

The following table shows the number of beneficiaries of the project's
activities:
District
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No. of Adults

Jenin & Toubas

1,080

Nablus

No. of Children

Total

5,454

6,534

2,402

4,027

6,429

Tulkarem & Qalqilya

540

4,855

5,395

Ramallah, Jerusalem,
Jericho

403

5,434

5,837

Bethlehem

789

5,991

6,780

Hebron

965

7,995

8,960

Gaza Strip

26,179

25,995

52,174

Total

32,358

59,751

92,109

Crisis Intervention Program Activities Schedule
Oct. 12, 2000 - Jan. 15, 2001

Nablus

Art Workshop

Festival

Region

Drawing Workshop

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

2

-

1200

11

8

-

157

15

11

1

219

27

-

49

297

2225

79

71

18

0

781

38

Jenin and Tubas

2

-

Tulkaram and Qalqiliya

35

72

120
1158

Ramallah, Jerus., Jericho

Bethlehem

3

-

775

55

Hebron

1

-

1000

15

Gaza

Total
Region

6

-

2975

81

Workshop/ Lecture

2

4

165

6

21

105

2156

117

3

30

302

19

22

75

414

-

140

480

6258

137

70

177

2151

105

241

887

11804

404

Theater Performance

Photo Exhibition/ March

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

A

B

Nablus

65

1458

624

183

2

-

75

8

1

35

Jenin and Tubas

46

759

434

53

1

-

600

-

Tulkaram and Qalqiliya

34

112

1314

67

Ramallah, Jerus., Jericho

14

207

383

38

1

-

300

10

Bethlehem

8

164

505

7

3

20

290

6

Hebron

10

267

35

36

3

30

1080

24

3

35

900

11

Gaza

474

25181 11158

Total

351

28148 14453 1189

-

1700

15

16

-

7300

-

33

50

10445
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Open Day

Group Counseling

Region
Nablus

805

9

1

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

18

201

108

39

36

320

1177

109

15

58

131

30

2

27

0

6

2

110

50

8

19

195

181

44

3

-

90

-

5

-

1850

49

Tulkaram and Qalqiliya

11

77

216

21

8

0

1185

36

Ramallah, Jerus., Jericho

1

60

-

6

12

0

2836

118

Bethlehem

1

0

80

0

8

500

2158

63

Hebron

17

262

3938

148

11

262

3424

117

1

150

70

105

Gaza

A: number of activities
B: number of adult participants

D

Coordination Meeting

Jenin and Tubas

Total

C

51

600

4432

214

81

1232 12727

597

C: number of children beneficiaries
D: number of volunteer participants
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(b.2) Awareness Raising:
Throughout the project, emphasis was placed on the significance of raising community awareness of the
negative psycho-social effects children may experience as a result of exposure to constant and extreme
violence. In this vein, the project implemented the following awareness activities:
1. Four episodes of a live, call-in television program was broadcast on Palestine Satellite Channel. The
episodes provided instructions for families on the impact of events on children and how to help them
reduce pressures imposed on children. The program invited a variety of local professionals to discuss
this issue as well as hosted children effected by the situation.
2. Initial instructions on working with children were published in the audio-visual media in addition to written
materials directed at teachers and families.
3. Posters that help children understand and learn their rights were distributed.
4. A series of educational brochures providing instructions on how to deal with children were distributed to
families and pre-school and school teachers. In particular, the project brochure delineates the
psychological effects of the events on children and provides tips on how to mitigate these effects.

C.

Counseling

Our experience in this regard indicated that it would prove
very difficult to offer counseling to individual cases due to
the huge number of children negatively effected by current
violence, primarily the harsh Israeli measures of collective
punishment imposed on the Palestinian civilian population.
Consequently, counseling activities were undertaken
based on the following guidelines:
1. Individual counseling. In those instances, where there
are children in need of special or intensive mental and
social support, cases were transferred to psychiatrists or
counseling centers who had previously indicated to the
project their ability and willingness to accept such cases.
2. Group counseling, was implemented by working on the
community level, through concentrating our work with
children, families, schools, youth centers, kindergartens,
and community-based organizations. The project
provided individuals and institutions with a variety of
information about the new situation and how they can
better deal with children.
3. Short-term cases were taken by the project in areas
where there are counselors who are working with the
project as volunteers and who are capable of providing
individual and family counseling to slight cases. Cases
that needed prolonged intervention were transferred to
specialists in other institutions.
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d.

Coordinating and Networking with the Local Community

Given the pervasive nature of the Israeli siege and its effect on literally every sector of Palestinian society, local
community institutions unified their efforts in dealing with the crisis, each according to their area of specialization.
DCI made positive efforts to network with the various governmental and non-governmental organizations of the
local community. Over 320 institutions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip were contacted including:

Ministries: Ministry of Social Affairs, Youth and Sports, Education, NGOs Affairs, Information and
Culture, and Health.
Health Institutions: Health Work Committees, Palestinian Medical Relief Committees.
Women Institutions: Women's Technical Affairs Committee, Working Woman's Association, Women's
Center for Legal Aid and Counseling, Palestinian Women Committees Federation, Beit 'Omar Women's
Society, Women's Work Center, Family Rehabilitation Society, Women Studies Center, Palestinian
Women's Club, Family Protection and Organization Society, Women's Social Work Committee, Women's
Union Association, Family Defense Society and Mother Care and Instructing Society.
Cultural Centers and Clubs: Popular Arts Center, Baladna Cultural Center, Population Interaction
Center, Al- Bireh Youth Institution, “Sharek“ (Join) Program, Al- Amal Center for the Deaf, Dar al- Yateem
al- Arabi (Arab Orphanage Home) Society, Arab Association for Rehabilitation, Holy Land Trust, SOS
Children's Village, Palestinian Child House Club, Hebron Child House Club, Catholic Services Club, AlAwda (Return) Club, Bir Zeit Club, Al-Bireh Youth Institution, Qalandia Refugee Camp Club, Al- Jalazoun
Youth Center, Al - Am'ari Youth Center, Jabal An-Nar Scouts Club, Palestinian Women's Club, Palestinian
Prisoners' Club, Nablus Center for Childhood Happiness, Population Interaction Center, Little Hands
Association and others.
International Institutions: UNRWA, Save the Children, UNICEF, UNDP, Doctors Without Borders.
Counseling Institutions: Tamer Institute for Community Learning, Palestinian Counseling Center,
Mental Illnesses Hospital, Federation of Counselors and Social and Mental Workers, YMCA, Mount of
Olives Development Society, Ma'an Developmental Work Center, Local Committee for Rehabilitation of
the Handicapped, The Palestinian Red Crescent Society.
Universities: Al Najah University, Al-Quds Open University
In addition to several village and municipal councils, private schools, nurseries and kindergartens.

3. Major Obstacles
a. Restrictions on freedom of movement due to the constant closure and siege of Palestinian areas impeded
contact between the various project areas, as well as resulted in increased project costs. The latter of
which was caused due to increased transportation costs and difficulties in implementing specific activities
as planned. For example, on several occasions the project was forced to pay costs for training sessions
even though they were not carried out on that day because either trainers or staff could not arrive to the
destination. Also, transportation costs between cities increased because of the closure and difficult routes.
However, the creativity and flexibility exhibited by project coordinators contributed significantly to alleviating
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technical problems caused by the closure, particularly in terms of flexibility in organizing and planning and
willingness and ability to conduct training themselves where necessary. In reference to project implementation
in Gaza, the closure and subsequent inability of project staff to enter the area made monitoring and evaluating
project activities very difficult.
b. The bureaucracy of some institutions dealing with the emergency situation sometimes complicated the
work. This was overcome through extensive, centralized coordination with several ministries and local
community institutions.

4. Evaluation
At the end of the three-month project period, the nine area coordinators organized workshops with volunteers in
their areas with the participation of a variety of local institutions. The workshops covered issues such as the
project's accomplishments, obstacles and disadvantages that accompanied the work, and made attempts to
assess the extent of the project's ability to achieve its goals.

It should be noted that the short duration of the project and the nature of current conditions have lessened the
possibility of conducting an external assessment of the project's impact on children. However, the significant
number of project beneficiaries, particularly children, and the wide variety of participating institutions indicated
clearly the overwhelmingly positive response by the local community. Moreover, the community's strong
support of the project's activities indicated the strong and urgent need that exists for such a project. These
factors combined influenced strongly DCI/PS's observation that the project played a positive role in providing
support to children victims of extreme violence, including Israeli state terror and assisted in mitigating the
negative effects of such violence on children.
DCI/PS also made an internal review of the project activities at the same time, during which DCI/PS staff
examined the assessment reports provided by the area coordinators and volunteers. Following are the major
recommendations that emerged from the review:
1. To extend the project: Coordinators, volunteers and institutions that contributed to the work agreed that the
project should be extended for numerous reasons, primarily, the ongoing deteriorating of the political situation,
its effects on daily life, and its wide impact on children.
2. To develop an intensive training program for volunteers and local community institutions in order to provide
them with more effective communication, work, community intervention and psychodrama skills.
3. To continue central and regional coordination with institutions that have various branches in the OPT,
particularly the Palestinian ministries.
4. To build and promote the capacity of local institutions and to provide proper qualifications for work with
children victims of violence.
5. To complete a study on the effects of recent events on children in order to determine the long-term effects
on children and future approaches to work.
6. To work towards building a project that is sustainable and not a temporary reaction to an emergency
situation.
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V.

DCI/PS SOCIAL
MOBILIZATION AND
ADVOCACY

In 2000, DCI/PS continued and increased its work in the fields of social mobilization and advocacy.
Advocacy and Social Mobilization is a cross-cutting element of all DCI/PS programs and projects and
draws its strength from the combined documentation, research, and field experience of the organization
as a whole. Our work in this regard is a coordinated effort of the DCI/PS staff, its projects and programs
and emphasizes the organization's comprehensive approach to protecting and promoting the rights of
the Palestinian child. DCI/PS advocacy and social mobilization seeks to raise the awareness of the
public, both locally and internationally, regarding children's rights, as articulated in the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child, and to advocate for the protection of those rights.
In this vein, DCI/PS met with numerous international organizations, delegations and fact-finding missions
over the course of the year as well as produced several reports and presented a number of conference
papers. In addition, DCI/PS continued to be active on the local, regional, and international levels both
in terms of information dissemination and awareness raising, and in networking and coordinating work
with relevant organizations and institutions.
Of particular importance in 2000 was DCI/PS's increased utilization of the internet as a tool for
disseminating information and mobilizing the international community to act in solidarity with Palestinian
children. A key component of this approach was the launching of the DCI/PS website devoted entirely
to the effect of Israeli violence on Palestinian children, posted following the outbreak of the Intifada.
Also, the organization devoted a special section of the website to resources, speaking points, and ideas
for advocacy efforts abroad.

The following presents an overview of DCI/PS's advocacy and social mobilization activities in 2000:
Reports and Publications Issued

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
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Issued over 40 press releases and action alerts detailing the status of children's rights in the OPT.
Published DCI/PS's annual violations report, The Rights of Palestinian Children: The Status of
Palestinian Children's Rights in the West Bank and Gaza, 1999.
Submitted an article, An Environment of Terror for Palestinian Children, to the Panorama
Newsletter.
Published article, Do Palestinian Parents Send Their Children to Die? in the 31 October edition
of The Jerusalem Post.
Issued report on the conditions for juvenile detainees in Telmond prison.
Published and distributed an awareness poster and a variety of awareness stickers highlighting
children's rights.

International Advocacy and Networking

♦
♦

♦
♦
♦

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Presented oral and written statements to the 56th session of the UN High Commission on Human
Rights, in Geneva, under item 8, the question of the violation of human rights in the occupied
Arab territories, including Palestine.
Presented testimony at the First Hearings of the Second Cycle of the International Tribunal for
Children's Rights, held at the University of Essex, from 3-6 April 2000. DCI/PS presented a paper
on Children in Armed Conflict, as part of the Hearings on the Protection of War-Affected Children;
Securing Children's Rights in the Context of Armed Conflict.
Presented testimony before the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and other Arabs of the Occupied Territories, on 23 May
2000, in Amman, Jordan.
Participated in meeting with and submitted report to Mr. Giorgio Giacomelli, UN Special Rapporteur
of the Commission on Human Rights.
Participated in the meeting between Palestinian human rights organizations and Mrs. Mary Robinson,
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, during which DCI/PS submitted a report on Israeli
violations of Palestinian children's rights following the outbreak of the Intifada. DCI/PS also
contributed to the report submitted to Mrs. Robinson by the Human Rights sub-committee of PNGO.
Sent numerous letters requesting international intervention to international officials and
organizations, such as the Office of the UN Secretary General and the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights.
Presented a paper on the situation of Palestinian children during the Italian Week in Palestine,
held in June.
Presented a paper at the conference of the International Society for the Protection of Human
Rights, held in Alberta, Canada, in May.
Actively participated in activities of the Arab Resource Collective, in particular the May evaluation
workshop and the December planning workshop, both held in Cyprus.
Continued active membership in a number of local and international networks, including the
Palestinian NGO Network, International Campaign to Ban Landmines, the Palestinian Human
Rights Council, and the Children's Rights Information Network.
Established the Campaign to Protect the Rights of Palestinian Children.

Via the Internet

♦

Launched a special section of the DCI/PS website devoted to the Intifada, featuring updated
statistics regarding children killed and injured, photos of the situation on the ground, relevant
analysis and articles, and DCI/PS press releases.
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♦
♦

Launched a special section of the DCI/PS website devoted to the Campaign to Protect the Rights
of Palestinian Children, featuring ideas for advocacy, speaking points, relevant analysis and articles,
over 80 links, and messages from Palestinian children.
Established listserve (palchildren@egroups.com) for international activists interested in engaging
in advocacy efforts in solidarity with Palestinian children.

Media Activities:
In 2000, DCI/PS made a number of advancements in its work on the media level. There was considerable
coverage for the work of DCI/PS in the local media (radio, television, print), both concerning the status of
children's rights and on DCI/PS work in general. In addition, our work in issuing press releases, reports,
and updated statistics resulted in increased requests from the local and international community for additional
information and DCI/PS analysis of the current situation.
The efforts of DCI/PS to increase its work in this regard were particularly evident after the outbreak of the
Intifada when tens of interviews were conducted with local and international radio, television, satellite and
newspapers. The organization's media work also included providing information to and facilitating
opportunities for local and international journalists. A number of interviews with Palestinian children and
their families were arranged as well as opportunities for journalists to deepen their understanding of the
situation on the ground for Palestinian children. A key component of DCI/PS's media work involved
countering the wealth of misinformation prominent in mainstream media coverage of the current situation.
In particular, the organization focused considerable energy on debunking populars myths regarding the
role of Palestinian children in the Initifada.

During the past period, DCI/PS conducted
interviews and provided information to tens of
local and international journalists, including the
following:

Radio Capetown
Radio Canada
Dutch Radio
KPFA Radio, Berkeley, California
Palestine Radio

Radio

Radio Israel
Radio Ajyal
Radio Amwaj
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Print Media

Television

Newsweek magazine

BBC

The Boston Globe newspaper

MBC Satellite Channel

The Washington Post newspaper

Al-Majd television

Time magazine

Al-Nawrus television

Ha'aretz newspaper

Watan TV

Holland Media Group

Palestine TV

Algemeen Dagblad

Al-Quds Educational Television

El Pais newspaper

Bethlehem Television

Al-Ayyam newspaper

Peace Television

Kul Ha'ir newspaper

Local stations in Bethlehem,

Al-Hayaat newspaper

Nablus, Tulkarem, and Qalqiliya

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN CHILD
On the occasion of the 52nd anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, DCI/PS launched
the Campaign to Protect the Rights of Palestinian Children on 10 December 2000.
The Campaign was launched in order to increase international awareness regarding the conditions in
which Palestinian children live. It seeks to mobilize international support for the protection of Palestinian
children. Moreover, it strives to counter misinformation, both about the current crisis and its affects on
children, that permeates mainstream media in the West. Above all, it seeks to remind the international
community that Palestinian children are more than names and numbers: they are like children everywhere.
They are sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews. They have names and birthdays
and favorite toys, and they, like children all over the world, dream of a bright future.

Given the ongoing, gross, and systematic violations of Palestinian children's rights, and the deteriorating
overall human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, DCI/PS urges international activists,
organizations, and institutions to join them in promoting and protecting the rights of the Palestinian
child. In conjunction with the Campaign, DCI/PS posted a new section of its website, which features
messages from Palestinian children, suggestions for international advocacy, and relevant resources
for concerned individuals abroad. Please see: http://www.dci-pal.org/campaign2.html.
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VI.
A

ON THE
ADMINISTRATIVE
LEVEL

Capacity Building
Since its establishment in 1992, DCI/PS has placed strong emphasis on internal staff development and
capacity building for the DCI/PS team. The organization takes every effort to encourage staff members
to develop their skills, either through special training courses, locally and internationally, or through
participation in conferences and workshops organized by DCI/PS or partner organizations. The
participation of DCI/PS staff in such activities not only provides them with additional skills and knowledge
for their work, it introduces innovative approaches to work and builds on the experience of other child
rights activists, both locally and internationally. In the past year, DCI/PS staff members continued this
tradition by participating in the following capacity building activities in 2000:
The Legal Program fieldworker completed a special diploma in counseling, offered by Doctors
Without Borders.
The Legal Program fieldworker completed a course in administration.
The Legal Program assistant completed a course in statistics analysis using the SPSS program.
The Coordinator of the Legal Aid Project in the Palestinian Territories completed a course in web
design.
The Public Relations Officer completed a training course in web design.

B

Board of Trustees
During the past year two meetings of the Board of Trustees were held with the participation of the entire
General Assembly. The first took place at the beginning of the year, and the second happened in the
middle of the year. In addition, meetings of the Administrative Committee of the Board of Trustees met
approximately once a month.
In 2000, the Board of Trustees stressed that it was necessary for the organization to follow particular
recommendations which had been made in 1999. One of the most important of these recommendations
was to continue developing the Legal Program, given that it is the central pillar of the organization. It
was also suggested that attention should be given to the development of the system of documentation
and information gathering, such that the organization could become a central source for information on
the rights of children. Other recommendations stressed the importance of: strengthening the mechanisms
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also emphasized, in accordance with the organization's general developments and goals.In view of the ev
nts of Nakba Day and the Prisoner's Intifada in May 2000, the Board of Trustees decided to evaluate the ext
nt to which the organization was able to deal with crises. The Board paid particular attention to this issu
because of the general expectation that something drastic could happen in the near future. It was clearly
necessary for the organization to be ready to deal with an emergency situation. In order to plan for this,
internal workshops were held in order to discuss the possibility of new crises, what were the potential
scenarios that might arise, and how to organize our work in a way that we could meet the possible challenges
from all sides.
Soon after the Intifada began, a series of work plans were prepared. Because of the emergency situation,
it was also announced that all employee vacations and weekly breaks would be put on hold. A division of
labor was introduced and a work scheme was developed in response to the situation. The Board of Trustees
convened an emergency meeting in order to assess the developing events and take the necessary measures
to support the organization's activities and staff. The Board also evaluated the special performance of the
staff, how they worked under these unique and difficult circumstances. They found that DCI/PS staff responded
with dedication and fulfilled their duties with a great sense of responsibility. The Board encouraged quick
action and positive initiatives to support Palestinian children's rights, especially victims of Israeli violence.
On the administrative level, the Board of Trustees was also occupied in 2000 with registering DCI/PS in
accordance with the new Palestinian NGO law. It is important to mention that the organization was registered
in Jerusalem in accordance with the Israeli law, but after the establishment of the Palestinian Authority and
the moving of our central office to Ramallah, it was necessary to renew the organization's registration in
accordance with Palestinian law. The re-registration required a special meeting with the General Assembly,
who decided how to modify the basic organization of DCI/PS, the staff structure, and the organization's
financial system in order to comply with Palestinian law. This took place before the end of the year.
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VII.

INTEGRATION
WITH THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY

As we have noted, volunteers have formed an essential element of the organization's work. Encouraging
the work of volunteers is considered to be one of the basic principles and guiding forces of our work,
and we have accomplished a great deal in this regard. The distinguished role which the volunteers
have played in the organization has been of an inestimable value.
In the year 2000, there were more than 400 volunteers working with DCI/PS across most regions of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Through their special efforts and contributions, volunteers form a supportive
social framework for the organization's activities. Because of their work for Palestinian children's rights,
the organization has been able improve the quality of its activities and enabled us to reach a larger
sector of Palestinian society. Here we should especially mention the volunteers from the following
organizations: The Palestinian Red Crescent (Youth and Volunteer Group—northern West Bank);
Palestinian women's groups and societies; civic centers and clubs; The Psychologists' and Social
Workers' Syndicate (especially the Nablus and Bethlehem branches); psychology and social work
students from Birzeit University, Bethlehem University, Al Najah University, Gaza University, and AlQuds Open University; school counselors with governmental and private universities from various regions;
parents' councils in schools in the southern regions, women's centers in Hebron, and many other local
social organizations. All of these groups have increased our volunteer force, contributing to a wide
array of DCI/PS's work in various fields.
In 2000, DCI/PS was also able to continue its work with volunteer children, increasing their number to
forty children in the southern West Bank. They contribute to a wide variety of activities, working on the
children's rights magazine, environmental activities, as well as media and folklore activities. These
children participated in organizing a number of social activities and have played an important role in
DCI/PS's overall work. It is worth pointing out that all of these children are the victims of Israeli violence
and suffer from the difficult conditions that envelop Palestinian society. Many ex-detainees released
from Israeli prisons have also become volunteers.
All of the volunteers who registered with DCI/PS went through 30-70 training hours focusing on different
fields, depending on the nature of their volunteer activities. They also received certificates of thanks for
their distinguished service on behalf of Palestinian children's rights.
The cadre of DCI/PS volunteers now constitutes a social reality in Palestinian society. Their role is one
of faithful defenders of Palestinian children's rights, and they carry an important humanitarian message.
Thus, they constitute a very significant means for raising social awareness of children's rights as well
as assist in the sustainability of child rights work in Palestine. Through their work they increase society's
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