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Around 2:30 a.m. on November 5, 2017, Israeli 
forces arrested Ahmad A., 14, from his home in the 
occupied West Bank village of Beit Ummar, located 
near Hebron. 

Israeli soldiers bound Ahmad’s hands from the front 
with three plastic cords, forced him to walk with 
them to the town center, and then blindfolded him.

Israeli forces transferred Ahmad to the Israeli 
settlement of Karmei Tzur, north of Hebron, where 
he stayed for a few hours, and then to Etzion inter-
rogation and detention center. When he reached 
Etzion, he sat in the outside yard for about two 
hours bound and blindfolded.

Ahmad was interrogated by three different 

interrogators. All three accused him of throwing 
stones. 

He did not confess and maintained his innocence 
despite physical assaults, shouting and intimidation 
that took place during the interrogations.

Ahmad received legal counsel over the phone 
prior to the third interrogation. Interrogators pro-
vided him with a pile of papers to sign, but he only 
signed the one paper in Arabic. He refused to 
sign the others in Hebrew—a language he doesn’t 
understand.

Ahmad was then transferred to Israel’s Ofer mili-
tary prison, near Ramallah, where he stayed until 
his release. Defense for Children International 
– Palestine’s attorney represented him in military 
court and secured his release on November 15, 
2017, on NIS 1,200 ($341) bail.

“I was thinking about my family, friends and school. 
I was very happy when I was released,” Ahmad told 
DCIP.

CASE STUDY
AHMAD (14)

Ahmad helps out his mother in the kitchen as she prepares lunch in Beit Ummar 
on November 22, 2017 (DCIP/ Yumna Patel & Akram al-Wa’ra).
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Around 1 a.m. on May 9, 2017, Amer S., 16, was ar-
rested from his home in the occupied West Bank 
village of Jayyous, located near Qalqilya. Israeli sol-
diers did not allow his family members to approach 
him or tell him goodbye as he was being detained.

Israeli soldiers bound Amer’s hands behind his 
back, blindfolded him and forced him to sit on the 
metal floor of the military jeep as he was trans-
ferred to the Israeli settlement of Tzufin and then to 
a police station located in the Israeli settlement of 
Ariel.

At Ariel police station, Amer was interrogated 
for about two hours. He did not have a parent or 
lawyer present during interrogation, but he was 

allowed to speak with a lawyer by phone prior to 
the interrogation. Amer told DCIP that he didn’t 
understand what the lawyer told him over the 
phone and did not benefit from the brief phone 
consultation.

The interrogator accused Amer of throwing stones 
and burning a tire. Throughout the two-hour ques-
tioning, the interrogator yelled at Amer and pound-
ed on the table.

“I did not confess at first, but he kept shouting and 
saying I threw stones, so I gave up and confessed 
to throwing stones, even though I did not,” Amer 
told Defense for Children International – Palestine.

Amer was then transferred to Megiddo prison. He 
stayed behind bars during his trials as bail is rarely 
granted by military courts.

Amer was sentenced with six months and one day 
in prison and a fine of NIS 3000 ($837). He was 
released in November 2017.

CASE STUDY
AMER (16)

Amer sits outside in the courtyard of his family’s home in the village of Jayyous on November 11, 2017,  
just feet away from where he was arrested by Israeli soldiers (DCIP/Yumna Patel & Akram al-Wa’ra).
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At approximately 2 a.m. on September 25, 2017 in 
Al-Aroub refugee camp near the occupied West 
Bank city of Hebron, an Israeli soldier entered the 
bedroom of Mohammad B., 14 at the time, and 
woke him up. 

The soldier confirmed Mohammad’s name, told his 
father he would detain him, and forced him to walk 
an hour to a military vehicle with his hands tied 
behind his back.

Mohammad B. was blindfolded and transferred to 
the Israeli settlement of Karmi Tzur where he was 
forced to sit on the ground in cold weather until 8 
a.m. under the guard of three soldiers. He was then 
transferred to an unknown location and asked gen-
eral questions about his health before being taken 
to Etzion detention center for interrogation.

Two interrogators took Mohammad to a kitchen 
where they interrogated him bound and blind-
folded without the presence of a family member 

or lawyer. The interrogators did not inform him of 
his rights or allow him access to legal counsel prior 
interrogation.

The interrogators slapped, punched, and kicked 
Mohammad repeatedly across his body when 
he refused to confess that he threw stones and 
Molotov cocktails. An interrogator also banged 
Mohammad’s head against a wall, choked him, 
stuck his finger in his eye, and verbally insulted him 
and his family.

A third interrogator took Mohammad to another 
room and called his father to inquire if he wanted 
to hire a lawyer. The interrogator threatened to 
beat him if he did not confess and took him to a 
room with an audio recorder where he confessed. 
He then was forced to sign a Hebrew statement.

Mohammad was then forced to sit outside for two 
hours before he was transferred to Ofer detention 
center handcuffed and shackled where he was 
strip searched again and detained.

Mohammad was sentenced with two months in 
prison and a fine of NIS 4,000 ($1,116). He was re-
leased in November 2017.

CASE STUDY
MOHAMMAD (14)

Mohammad was released from prison just one week before this photo was taken in the al-Arroub 
refugee camp near Hebron on November 20, 2017 (DCIP/Yumna Patel & Akram al-Wa’ra).
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Mahmoud Q., 13, from the West Bank village of 
Jayyous, near Qalqilya, went from a bystander at 
a protest to a multiple gunshot victim to an intelli-
gence recruit over the course of four days.

Mahmoud told Defense for Children International 
– Palestine that on the afternoon of July 23, 2017, 
he had spotted children burning a tire near Israel’s 
separation barrier while out on his family’s land. 
He stepped back, certain their actions would invite 
trouble. Shortly after, Israeli paramilitary border 
police arrived on the other side of the separation 
barrier and the children fled.

“I stayed because I did not do anything,” Mahmoud 
told DCIP. “One of the border police officers saw 
me and ordered me to stop, so I stopped and did 
not move at all. I was a short distance from them, 
but one of them shot me in the right leg with a live 
bullet.”

“I tried to run, but I could not because of the injury. 
He shot me again, but this time in my left leg. I fell 
to the ground, and he fired another bullet, but it hit 
the ground and scattered into fragments. One of 
the pieces hit my right leg, and another one hit my 
shoulder.”

While Israeli forces were detaining Mahmoud, his 
parents arrived, but were told to leave at gunpoint. 
Border police crossed the barrier and wrapped his 
legs, but he continued to bleed profusely. The offi-
cers placed him on a stretcher in a military vehicle 
and transferred him to an ambulance. He arrived at 
Meir Hospital inside Israel around 45 minutes after 
he being shot. 

Admitted in critical condition due to severe blood 
loss, Mahmoud woke up the following day in the 
hospital’s intensive care unit and under the guard 
of two Israeli police officers who verbally abused 
him and denied him family visitation. He remained 
under guard until July 31.

Around 8 a.m. on July 27, while still hospitalized be-
tween surgeries, Mahmoud told DCIP that a police 
investigator questioned him while he was still in his 
hospital bed. The interrogator did not inform him 
of his rights, and no lawyer or family member was 
allowed to be present. He accused Mahmoud of 
throwing stones and shouted at him, calling him a 
liar. Mahmoud denied all accusations, but signed a 
statement in Hebrew without understanding it.

The interrogator then offered him NIS 200 ($56) 
and a mobile phone, Mahmoud said, and asked 
him to report information on children who throw 
stones in his village. Mahmoud refused.

“ ‘This phone is yours. The money too. But when 
you go home, I want you to stand for a while with 
the children who throw stones and breach security 
and public order, then call and tell us about them, 
so we could have them arrested,’ he [the interroga-
tor] said,” Mahmoud told DCIP.

The same day, Israeli police asked Salem military 
court to extend Mahmoud’s detention in absentia. 
DCIP successful argued against the motion and 
secured his release on NIS 4,000 ($1,115) bail and 
NIS 5,000 ($1,395) third-party guarantee. He was 
released on July 27, 2017.

CASE STUDY
MAHMOUD (13)

Mahmoud in Meir Hospital after DCIP’s attorneys secured his release on bail (Sevan Karakashian).




