Rabbis Support
$15 & FAIRNESS

The Jewish community is
currently preparing to
celebrate Sukkot - our
Thanksgiving Festival.
This holiday connects us with
both the abundance and the
precariousness of a successful
harvest, reminding us that the
ability to feed ourselves is
never entirely in our own
hands and that in ancient
times our economic situation
was always insecure. This
awareness calls on us to
empathize with the plight of
the hundreds of thousands in
Ontario today who work in
precarious jobs.
During Sukkot, as we eat our
meals in the sukkah, a
temporary hut with a leafy
roof, vulnerable to the
elements and open to the sky,
we are stirred to grow more
sensitive and responsive to
those who are not able to
secure a solid roof over their
heads.

Our tradition, like the best of
Canadian values, asserts that
we are all responsible for the
common good and we are
called to act on behalf of
people who are vulnerable.
We therefore are calling on
the Provincial Government to
fulfill its pledge to be a
government for the people,
and especially for those who
most need government
support.

Specifically we call upon the
Government to:
reverse its decisions to cut
the level of social assistance,
halt retrogressive changes
to social assistance, and
instead make it easier for
recipients to stay on their feet
by keeping their retirement
savings and returning to work,
refrain from prematurely
canceling the Basic Income
Pilot project. Social assis-

tance is not a hand out but a
hand up. The Basic Income
project is collecting data that
will allow the public to
determine how income
supports impact other
government expenditures such
as health costs and whether it
improves attachment to the
labour force.
Finally we call upon the
Government not to reverse
the recent changes to
employment laws. Many
people on social assistance are
already working but do not
have the hourly pay and work
hours to be self-sufficient.
Many others are working
without receiving social
assistance but their earnings
fall far below any meaningful
poverty line.
The recent changes, including
the coming minimum wage
increase to $15 an hour, are
enabling many workers to lift
themselves out of poverty, to
develop their self-respect and
to better support their
families and be active in their
community.
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