The Record - 02/16/2020

LOCAL, 1L

Could be Reversed
Naturally
(201) 266-5000

Page : A01

New Same Day On Site Testing
Most insurance plans accepted

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2020

*Consultation will be performed by a non-me

death in Paterson
fire, 10
others
hurt
Copy Reduced
to 66%
from original
to fit letter page

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

9/11

In search for truth about attacks,
victims fighting the CIA and FBI
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Church
remains
silent on
abuse case
Newark Archdiocese
won’t reveal trial verdict
Abbott Koloff

NorthJersey.com
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

A Catholic Church tribunal has arrived at a long-awaited decision in the
case of Monsignor George Trabold —
more than five years after he stepped
down as pastor of a Millburn parish
amid allegations of child sex abuse
from decades earlier during his time at
a parish in Bergen County.
But the Newark Archdiocese declined last week to reveal the verdict in
the internal canonical trial.
The archdiocesan response underscored what victims’ advocates said
has been a continuation of secretive
policies even as Cardinal Joseph W.
Tobin, the leader of the Newark Archdiocese, has promised to be more open
generally and about sex abuse cases in
particular.
See CARDINAL, Page 6A

Mike Kelly Columnist
NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

A

hardy group of advocates behind a landmark court case to
prove that Saudi Arabian spies secretly supported the 9/11
attacks has a new enemy in its quest for the truth. ❚ It’s
America’s own spy community. ❚ A recent court filing in

Manhattan, in a federal lawsuit by thousands of relatives and victims of
America’s deadliest terrorist attack, revealed that the acting Director of
National Intelligence has now joined the FBI in trying to block access to
files on a possible Saudi connection to 9/11. See KELLY, Page 4A
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Civil War
statue swap
Terrence T. McDonald NorthJersey.com
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

The potential relocation of a statue
of a Civil War hero has ignited a battle
between the town of Kearny and the
state of New Jersey.
Trenton lawmakers want to gift a
statue of Alice Paul, a women’s rights
champion born in Mount Laurel, to the
U.S. Capitol’s National Statuary Hall
Collection. The plan would see Paul’s
statue replace one of Philip Kearny, a
general who died fighting for the Union
at the Second Battle of Bull Run.
Kearny Mayor Al Santos, whose
Hudson County town was named after
See STATUE, Page 8A
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The allegations against Saudi Arabia range from
cash payments to help in finding lodging — including a
motel in South Hackensack — for the al-Qaeda terror
operatives who hijacked four commercial jetliners on
Sept. 11, 2001 and crashed them into Manhattan’s
World Trade Center, the Pentagon and a farm field in
southwestern Pennsylvania.
In practical terms, the fresh attempt to block access
to files means the lawsuit’s resolution — now nearly
two decades in the making — will likely be postponed
again. Not surprisingly, survivors and relatives of the
nearly 3,000 people who perished in the attacks are
furious.
“It’s nauseating,” said Tim Frolich, 56, a former Little Falls resident, whose left leg was crushed by debris
after he escaped from the 80th floor of the World Trade
Center’s South Tower in lower Manhattan. “It’s one
thing to fight Saudi Arabia. But now we’re fighting our
government.”
The latest dispute stems from a two-page letter,
dated Feb. 7, from Geoffrey S. Berman, the U.S. Attorney for New York’s Southern District, to a federal magistrate judge in Manhattan.
Berman, writing to U.S. Magistrate Judge Sarah
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“It’s nauseating. It’s one thing to fight
Saudi Arabia. But now we’re fighting
our government.”
Tim Frolich, escaped from the 80th floor
of the World Trade Center’s South Tower

Netburn, asked for a five-week extension ending
March 18 to turn over FBI files that may help 9/11 survivors and victims document their allegations of Saudi
links to the attacks. The additional time, Berman
wrote, “is necessary to allow the FBI and other government agencies to complete their review and evaluation
of the complex and sensitive issues presented by the
large volume of classified information at issue.”

Routine delays
Berman’s request was not a surprise. Over the
years, Federal attorneys and officials in New York and
Washington have routinely asked for delays in the lawsuit by 9/11 survivors and victims as they reviewed
thousands of pages of secret files.
But in his Feb. 7 letter, Berman hinted at even more
delays, noting that America’s intelligence agencies
would join him in trying to block the release of secret
files to be used in the lawsuit.
“The documents at issue here also involve the equities of the United States intelligence community
which has required a high level of coordination,” Berman wrote.
He added that he expects the “Acting Director of National Intelligence,” who coordinates activities by the
Central Intelligence Agency and 15 other intelligence
organizations, to join him “in support of other withholdings” in what Berman described as “disputed documents.”
A crucial factor that Berman did not mention in his
letter — and which could add even more to the lawsuit’s delays — is that the current Acting Director of
National Intelligence, James Maguire is about to leave
his post.
Maguire, a former U.S. Navy admiral and SEAL
commander who runs the National Counterterrorism
Center, had been filling in as acting director of national
intelligence since last August when Dan Coats, a former Republican senator from Indiana and ambassador
to Germany, abruptly quit the job after a dispute with
President Donald Trump.
Now Maguire is moving on, too — next month — because federal law limits the length of time an acting
official can serve in a cabinet-level post. Trump has
not named a replacement. And it’s also unclear whether the new director will go along with Berman’s attempt to block the release of additional documents.

What next?
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What this means for the federal lawsuit by 9/11 survivors and relatives is hard to say.

Maguire’s office, in Virginia, did not respond to a request for comment. And, in Manhattan, Berman’s
spokesman, Nicholas Biase, declined to answer questions about the case or the new delay.
“We’ll let our future court filings speak for themselves,” Biase said.
The accusation about a Saudi link to the 9/11 attacks
is explosive – and that’s an understatement.
If true, a Saudi connection to 9/11 would have immense diplomatic and economic implications for one
of America’s closest allies in the volatile Middle East.
From a legal standpoint, it could also lead to billions of
dollars in penalties to Saudi Arabia.
“It’s the biggest case ever,” said James Kreindler,
whose Manhattan-based law firm represents nearly
half of the 3,000 survivors and relatives of victims
who joined the lawsuit, plus another 15,000 who were
injured and nearly 3,000 more who have died from respiratory ailments and other 9/11-related health problems.
Kreindler, whose firm negotiated a multi-billiondollar settlement with Libya in the Pan Am 103 terror
bombing case, said potential payments from Saudi
Arabia could easily exceed the record $70 billion in settlements after the Deepwater Horizon oil spill the Gulf
of Mexico in April 2010.

High stakes, frustrations
It’s not surprising that Saudi Arabia has hired a
squadron of high-powered attorneys to oppose Kreindler and other lawyers. But what bothers many 9/11
survivors and victims is that the U.S. government, dating back to the Bush and Obama administrations, has
continually fought them, too.
In 2016, after U.S. intelligence and law enforcement
officials tried to block the lawsuit, Congress passed a
special provision — the Justice Against Sponsors of
Terrorism Act — that allowed survivors and victims to
target Saudi Arabia. President Barack Obama vetoed
the law, known as JASTA, in the waning months of his
presidency. But Congress overrode his Obama’s veto.
The Trump administration, after initially pledging
more transparency and help, has since imposed rigid
secrecy rules on release of files that may reveal Saudi
links to the 9/11 attacks.

Longstanding allegations
The accusations against Saudi Arabia date back to
the immediate aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. With
smoke still rising from the rubble of the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon, U.S. investigators wondered
how 19 hijackers — 15 of them Saudi citizens — could
have mounted such a complex operation. Most of the
hijackers did not speak English. Most had never visited the United States before. Some needed to learn
how to fly a jetliner.
The FBI learned the hijackers not only traveled
around America easily, but knew where to find motels
and restaurants. They also managed to set up bank acSee KELLY, Page 6A
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What the FBI did not know was that
al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi were wellknown followers of Osama bin Laden’s
al-Qaeda terrorist network. Both had
obtained visas and traveled to the United States in early 2000 without the FBI
knowing it.
The FBI also did not know that the
CIA had tracked al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi from the Middle East through Malaysia and Thailand and finally to Los Angeles. But when al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi landed at Los Angeles International
Airport, the CIA did not tell the FBI that
two al-Qaeda terrorists were now on
American soil and should have been
monitored.
Under federal law, the CIA tracks terrorists on foreign soil; the FBI tracks
them in the United States. But before
the 9/11 attacks, the nation’s prime
counter-terror agencies did not always
work well together.
The CIA did not come clean with the
FBI until a month before the 9/11 attacks
about the presence of al-Mihdhar and
al-Hazmi on U.S. soil. The FBI kicked off
a national manhunt. But agents could
not find the al-Qaeda operatives in time
to stop the 9/11 attacks.
The National Commission on Terrorist Attacks on the United States — the
so-called 9/11 Commission chaired by

resents survivors and victims.
The news that the CIA — along with
the FBI — is trying to block access to
documents that may fill in details about
possible Saudi involvement with the 9/
11 hijackers is especially hurtful to survivors and victims.
“It’s adding insult to injury,” said
Brett Eagleson, 34, of Middletown, Connecticut, who lost his father in the collapse of the twin towers. “The CIA has
never helped us.”
“It’s a delay tactic,” added Sharon
Premoli, a former Jersey City resident
and vice president of a financial services firm who escaped from the 80th
floor of the North Tower. “This is a systemic cover-up. Americans are not safe
because of this.”
Kristen Breitweiser, formerly of Middletown, who joined with three other local mothers who lost husbands at the
trade center to campaign as the “Jersey
Girls” for a transparent investigation of
the 9/11 attacks, now says CIA should be
named as a co-defendant with Saudi
Arabia in the lawsuit.
“The CIA has covered up,” said Breitweiser. “The CIA has got a lot of nerve to
say it need to review documents. Really? It’s been nearly 19 years.”
Email:
kellym@northjersey.com
Twitter: @mikekellycolumn
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counts and post office boxes — including several in northern New Jersey. In
several cases, they took flying lessons in
preparation for their hijacking of the
four jetliners.
How did they do that?
Soon after the attacks, signs pointed
to Saudi Arabia. One of the most intriguing involved a report that two of the hijackers checked into the Congress Inn
on Route 46 in South Hackensack a
month before the 9/11 attacks.
While performing a routine patrol of
the Congress Inn and other motels on
Route 46, a police officer from South
Hackensack happened to notice a car
with California plates. The officer contacted the FBI’s National Crime Information Center to check whether the car
had been stolen.
It wasn’t. It turns out that the car had
been rented by one of two hijackers —
Khalid al-Mihdhar and Nawaf al-Hazmi
— who had checked into a $19-a-night
room at the Congress Inn. But the FBI’s
computer records found nothing suspicious about al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi.
So the officer left them alone.
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former New Jersey Gov. Tom Kean — later determined that al-Mihdhar and alHazmi were welcomed to Los Angeles
and San Diego by a variety of people
linked to Saudi Arabia’s intelligence services. The commission stopped short of
pointing a finger of blame at the Saudi
government, however.
Additional investigations have since
determined that several Saudi officials
in California with ties to Saudi intelligence services played a direct role in
helping al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi. But
it’s still not clear how al-Mihdhar and
al-Hazmi were able to make their way
across the United States and find a motel in South Hackensack. The lawsuit by
9/11 survivors and victims aims to determine that.
One theory is that the CIA did not tell
the FBI about al-Mihdhar’s and al-Hazmi’s arrival in California because with
the help of Saudi spies, the CIA was trying to recruit them as double agents to
infiltrate al-Qaeda. But al-Mihdhar and
al-Hazmi — also with the help of Saudi
intelligence operatives working against
the U.S. — escaped and disappeared
into America’s heartland to link up with
the other hijackers.
“It’s everybody’s worst conspiracy
nightmare,” said Andrew Maloney, a
former federal prosecutor who also rep-
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