
Bell Curves and Scores 
 
Understanding Bell Curves  
A bell curve is a visual representation of where your child’s performances fall in comparison 
to those of their age matched peers. Understanding how to read a bell curve allows you to 
better understand your child’s scores. When looking at the bell curve the center of the curve is 
the average or mean. The scores that fall to the left and right of the curve determine whether the 
score is above or below average. Scores to the far right would be the highest scores. The 
scores to the farthest left are the lowest scores. 
 
The curve is typically broken down into sections. The descriptors (average, high average, etc.) 
and their percentile ranges could vary by test. Each section represents one standard deviation 
from the majority score. The largest section in the middle is immediately to the left and right of 
the center of the curve and represents +/- 1 standard deviation. This is where the largest portion 
of scores will fall (68%) and is typically considered the average range. All the sections added 
together will equal 100%. Each side of the curve will have 50% of the scores. Once you know 
your child’s scores you will be able to determine percentile and compare to their peers. 
 
Understanding Evaluation Scores  
Scores may be presented in a variety of ways including percentiles, t-scores, scaled scores, and 
standard scores. T-scores are often used in behavior rating scales, they have standard 
deviations of 10 and the mean is 50. A child with a t-score of 40 is 1 standard deviation below 
the mean and a student with a t-score of 60 is one standard deviation above. Similarly, scaled 
scores have a mean of 10 and a standard deviation of 3 and standard scores have a mean of 
100 and standard deviation of 15. Scaled Scores typically tells us how well a child did on a sub-
test, and a standard score typically tells us how well a child did on a broad domain (which can 
often be made of sub-tests). Scaled scores are used to account for differences in difficulty 
across different test sections. The image below will help to show how scores compare to one 
another. It depends on the individual tests as to what’s considered average, low, or high, etc. 
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The information provided does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal advice. All information, 
content, and materials, including third-party, are for general informational purposes only. You 
should contact your attorney to obtain advice with respect to any particular legal matter.  


