
SMART Goals 
 

When developing an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) it is important to insist that your district 
use SMART goals. SMART goals are goals that are Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Results-
orientated, and Time-bound. SMART goals allow for both the parents and teachers to clearly 
know what the child’s educational expectations are for the current year and they allow for 
accurate progress monitoring. SMART goals should be realistic goals that your child will be able 
to achieve and help narrow the gap between your child and their same age peers. These goals 
may also be called annual goals. Regardless of the name, all goals should be SMART goals. 
Below is a chart with examples of smart goals and goals that do not meet this standard.  
 

SMART 
STANDARD 

Definition  Example of  
non-Smart  

Example of 
SMART Goal  

Specific  The goal specifically 
names the targeted skill 
or area of concern and 
what the expected results 
will be. This is very 
detailed.  

Sam will read faster
 by the end of 
second grade than 
he did in the fall.  

Sam's reading rate will 
improve from 35 wpm in 
the fall of 2nd grade to 
55 wpm by the spring of 
2nd grade.  

Measurable
  

The goal will give specific 
standards that can be me
asured. This could be don
e through standardized te
sts, screenings, or curricul
um measurements.  

Sam will write at 
grade level.  

Sam will be able to write 
3 paragraphs, using 
proper punctuation, with 
less than 5 errors by 
spring of 2021.  

Attainable  The goals set by the IEP 
team are attainabled and 
realistic for your child 
while still making 
adequate progress.  

Sam will master his 
addition, 
subtraction, 
multiplication, and 
division facts.  

Sam will be able 
to multiply digits 
1 through 10, with 90% 
accuracy, by spring of 
2022.   

Results  
Orientated  

The goal gives clear 
expectations of what your 
child is expected to 
accomplish during the 
school year. 

Sam will engage in 
conversation with 
peers.  

Sam will engage in 3 
minutes of dialogue with 
his peers, 4 times a 
week by March of 
2021.   

Time-
bound  

There are specific time 
requirements for each 
goal to be met. The goal 
will also list when and 
how often progress 
monitoring is to be done.  

Sam will be able to 
read his sight 
words with 85% 
accuracy on 9 of 
10 assessments.  

Sam will be able to read 
grade level sight words, 
with 85% accuracy, on 9 
of 10 literacy 
assessments, by May of 
2023.  
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For more information visit https://www.decodingdyslexiamn.org/binders 
 
The information provided does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal advice. All information, 
content, and materials, including third-party, are for general informational purposes only. You 
should contact your attorney to obtain advice with respect to any particular legal matter.  


