
September 27, 2017 
 
 
Honourable George Heyman 
BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
 
Honourable Doug Donaldson 
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development 
 
Honourable Lana Popham 
BC Minister of Agriculture 
 
Honourable Dominic LeBlanc 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
 
 
Re: Significant & Permanent Ecological & Economic Damage to the ‘Heart of the Fraser’ River 
Ecosystem 
 
Dear Ministers, 
 
Summary: 
 
We are writing you with a time sensitive and urgent request involving an application to the Provincial 
Government to construct two bridges on the Fraser River that are likely to have vast ecosystem 
implications and the potential to cause significant long term damage to the portion of the Fraser known 
as the Heart of the Fraser (from Mission to Hope), and is considered to be one of the most ecological and 
economically productive stretches of river in the world. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
We are asking you to intervene and conduct a full and comprehensive review of these applications prior 
to any decision being made. The review should be subject to the British Columbia Water Sustainability 
Act and the federal Navigable Waters Protection Act and Fisheries Act. 
 
Background:  
 
It is our understanding that Kruger Pulp and Paper recently sold its private land tree farm holdings of two 
large islands in the Fraser River between Chilliwack and Hope. The properties of concern are collectively 
known as Carey Island and Herrling Island. 
 
Along with other critical environmental attributes, these islands and their back-channels comprise the 
most important White Sturgeon spawning habitats in British Columbia. White Sturgeon in the lower Fraser 
River are recognized as threatened under Canada’s Species at Risk Act.  Further, these habitats are home 
to BC’s largest pink salmon population and support all juvenile salmon emigrating from the interior Fraser 
watershed; plus these islands are critical habitat for the culturally important Eulachon that has been 
utilized by BC First Nations for centuries. 
 



Because of their extreme ecological value, and the last remaining ecosystem types of their kind in the 
Heart of the Fraser, environmental groups were negotiating with Kruger Pulp and Paper to purchase the 
lands for conservation purposes. These negotiations fell through and private interests purchased the land. 
 
Subsequently, while Kruger’s land use designation was for the growing of softwood, the Agricultural Land 
Commission (ALC) apparently re-assigned the designation of the properties from tree farm license to 
agriculture once the land was sold to private interests. Given that such a change in zoning now enables 
large scale removal of vegetation, it appears that the landowners are now rapidly clearing the land, in 
some cases including the sensitive riparian areas adjacent to known Sturgeon spawning areas, and starting 
to cultivate crops. 
 
Our understanding is that the intention is to convert these islands into intensive agriculture. The inevitable 
end point of this activity will be diking, loss of riparian or streamside habitat, changes to flow regimes, 
changes to channel sediments. This will, in all probability, cause significant damage to lower the Fraser 
River and the fishery values noted above. Indeed, Herrling Island channel is the most important spawning 
area for White Sturgeon in all of the lower Fraser River. But of broader concern, a geo-morphologist 
summarized the risk as: “if development is to be extended onto the major islands, there goes the last best 
part of the 'lateral exchange' of nutrients and organisms that is supposed to occur between a river and its 
floodplain, and which is an important aspect of the productivity of the gravel reach.” 
 
In order to facilitate the development of this property, the owners have applied to have large bridges 
constructed from the mainland across to both Carey and Herrling Islands. While historically the islands 
have only been accessible for eight months of the year due to the normal spring freshet flooding in the 
back-channels, the applicants want access to these properties for 365 days a year. This could further erode 
the ecosystem attributes of the islands due to the intensive development that would likely follow. 
 
These bridge applications should be subject to the British Columbia Water Sustainability Act and the 
federal Navigable Waters Protection Act and Fisheries Act. However, we are not aware of any significant 
environmental review or assessments, or public input, to any of these actions or applications. 
 
In the context of the extraordinary damage that this change in land use could well cause, and the 
facilitation of these impacts by both the construction (footprint effects) of the bridge and the longer term 
development of the island enabled via access, we are asking you to intervene and delay any decision on 
the bridges until a comprehensive inventory, assessment and review can be conducted. The ecological 
role of these islands simply must be considered given the breadth of effect at risk. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Mark Angelo; CM; OBC, DSc(hc) Dr. Brian E. Riddell, Ph.D. 
Rivers Chair, Outdoor Recreation Council President & CEO, Pacific Salmon Foundation 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Marvin L. Rosenau 
Fisheries Instructor, BCIT – Fish, Wildlife and Recreation Program 



cc Honourable Catherine McKenna 
 Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 
 
 Mr. Terry Beech, MP 
 Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard 
 
 Mr. Fin Donnelly, MP 
 Port Moody-Coquitlam 
 
 Mr. Jim Hudson 
 Chairman, Pacific Salmon Foundation 
 
 Mr. Rick Hansen 
 Rick Hansen Foundation 
 
 Mr. Karl English 
 Fraser River Sturgeon Conservation Society 
 
 Mr. Harvey Andrusak, Acting President 
 BC Wildlife Federation 
 
 Mr. Murray Ned, Executive Director 
 Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance 
 
 Mr. Colin Hansen 
 Fraser Basin Council 
 
 Dr. Jasper Lament 
 The Nature Trust of British Columbia 
 
 Mr. Willy Hall, Executive Director 
 Sto:lo Nation 
 
 Tribal Chief Doug Kelly, President 
 Sto:lo Tribal Council 


