
 
 
       August 30, 2018  
 
 To: Hon. Doug Donaldson – Minister (FLNRORD)  
 
Dear: - Minister Donaldson: 
 

Re: “Heart of the Fraser” – Habitat loss – Herrling, Carey Islands and 
(Strawberry Island) 

 
BCFFF is writing today to share our concerns about the future of the region 
known as the Heart of the Fraser, which lies between Hope and Mission. We 
care very much about maintaining the health, integrity, and vitality of this 
precious part of the Fraser River. As such, we strongly believe that no more 
development should be allowed in the active floodplain of the Fraser River, 
especially in this region. Furthermore, a long-term management plan must 
be implemented to protect and restore the intact floodplain habitats that 
remain. 
 
The Heart of the Fraser is the thriving network of river channels, wetlands, 
and forested islands in the Fraser Valley between Mission and Hope. It is a 
nursery for billions of baby salmon every year, and prime spawning habitat 
for their parents, as well as for the rare and endangered white sturgeon. This 
region is vital to the cultural and economic well-being of local First Nations 
and an important area for fishing. It is also an outdoor recreation area for 
tens of thousands of people. 
 
We are concerned about plans to develop two ecologically important islands 
in this region – Herrling, Carey and Strawberry. The planned bridges to the 
first two of these islands are the first step towards the destruction of this 
vital habitat and the beginning of the end to effectively protecting the Heart 
of the Fraser. 
 
There are only 5 large complex floodplain islands left in the Heart of the 
Fraser including the two mentioned above. In order to develop these islands, 
they will need to be drained, ditched and diked because these islands are 
prone to flooding during spring freshets. Any plans to intensively farm these 
islands add a number of issues such as leaching of fertilizers, manure, and 
toxins which means the contamination of highly sensitive side channels of the 
Fraser River. Surprisingly, these islands are also zoned for subdivision! 
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Approving the bridges could also pave the way for large housing 
developments in this sensitive wild fish habitat.  
 
Whatever development occurs on the islands as a result of bridge access will 
certainly require that the island perimeters be hardened (diked). This will 
affect river hydrology and morphology in adjacent, upstream, and 
downstream locations to the islands. 
 
Minister Donaldson, we urge you to deny the bridge permits for Herrling and 
Carey Islands, and protect the Heart of the Fraser in collaboration with local 
First Nations, communities, and stakeholders. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
    
Respectfully - 
 
Peter Caverhill, BCFFF Board Member 

 
On behalf of BCFFF President and the BCFFF Board 
 
Port Moody, BC 
604-461-4503 
 
Cc. BCFFF Board 
Ted White, Comptroller of Water 
Tim Sheldon, Deputy Minister FLNRORD 
Honourable George Heyman; BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy  
Honourable Lana Popham; BC Minister of Agriculture  
Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson; Fisheries and Oceans Canada  
Alan Johnsrude, Executive Director, FLNRORD  
Sandra Jensen, Authorizations Specialist, Water Authorization, FLNRORD  
Ms. Catherine McKenna, Environment Canada 
Cheryl Webb, RDG Habitat, DFO 
FRSCS Board of Directors 
Mr. Rick Hansen, FRSCS Honourary Chair 
Mr. Ken Malloway, Co‐Executive Director, Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance 
Mr. Murray Ned, Co‐Executive Director, Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance 
Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance, Board of Directors 
Fraser Valley Angling Guides Association 
Mr. Harvey Andrusak, President, BC Wildlife Federation 
Mr. Cornelius Visser, BC Nature, Federation of BC Naturalists 
Dr. Mark Angelo, Rivers Chair, Outdoor Recreational Council 
Mr. Stephen Cornish, CEO David Suzuki Foundation 



Ms. Karen C. Wristen, Executive Director, Living Oceans 
Ms. Lina Azeez, Watershed Watch Salmon Society 
Ian Stephen, The Water Wealth Project 
 
 
BC Federation of Fly Fishers is a registered society that began in 1971. We are the umbrella organization for our 700 plus 
members in 2018 (15 fly fishing clubs plus direct members located throughout BC). We are a totally volunteer 
organization. 
 
Our vision, and reason for being, is perhaps best expressed in our 1997 BCFFF Annual Report:  
 
The BC Federation of Fly Fishers (BCFFF) is a registered, non-profit Society whose main objective is to promote the 
conservation of the fishing environment in BC. By networking with similarly like-minded clubs, organizations, businesses 
and individuals, the BCFFF provides a voice that reflects it’s’ members and the publics’ concern for the future of BC’s 
natural resources. 
 
Our organization believes that concern for the future of our province’s environment is not just the exclusive domain of fly 
fishers, or other recreation groups, but should be the concern of all citizens. Consequently, it is with this broader 
population in mind that we strive to protect and promote our natural resources for the benefit of present and future 
generations to respect and enjoy. 


