
Draft submission on the Electoral (Entrenchment of Maori Seats) Amendment Bill 

To the Maori Affairs Select Committee 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Bill.   

I OPPOSE the Electoral (Entrenchment of Maori Seats) Amendment Bill. I do not believe the 
threshold for removing the Maori seats should be lifted to a 75% majority in Parliament. By doing so, 
we are ‘voting’ yes to the continuation of these seats in perpetuity, by default and without proper 
debate.  That would be a travesty. 

The original purpose of the seats in 1867 – to provide non-property owning Maori men the chance 
to vote and to stand for election – no longer exists.   Thus, we need to leave ourselves open to the 
possibility of scrapping them. 

The implication of the Bill is that people of Maori descent somehow need separate representation.  
If they were otherwise excluded from the normal process of standing for and voting in triennial 
elections, there would a case.  But, on the contrary, Parliament currently has 29 MPs with Maori 
ancestry, proving they are not necessary.  Indeed, the leadership of all our major Parliamentary 
Parties is well represented by those with Maori ancestry. 

You could even argue that people of Maori ancestry, as a percentage, are over-represented in 
Parliament.  However, for most of us, that is irrelevant. What we are looking for, in an MP, is 
someone who will represent ALL constituents, regardless of ethnicity. It is not constructive that an 
exclusive group of MPs should advance their own values and causes ahead of those of all others. 

The Royal Commission on the Electoral System acknowledged this when it recommended in 1986 
that the Maori seats be abandoned if New Zealand adopted MMP. 

To be socially cohesive, I believe a community needs to treat everyone equally without resort to 
race-based policy.  Not only do I see no merit in separate Maori seats, I consider them to be divisive.   

Therefore, entrenching them without considering whether they should even exist, does not seem 
wise or right. 

 


