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The coronavirus pandemic, the deepening economic crash, dangerously divisive

political responses, and exploding social tensions have thrown an already declining

American capitalist system into a tailspin. The consequences of these mounting and

intertwined crises will shape our future. In this unique collection of essays, "The

Sickness is the System: When Capitalism Fails to Save Us from Pandemics or Itself,"

Richard D. Wolff argues clearly that "returning to normal" no longer responds

adequately to the accumulated problems of US capitalism. What is necessary, instead,

is transition toward a new economic system that works for all of us.
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“A blueprint for how we got here, and a plan for how we will rescue ourselves.”

Chris Hedges

WHEN CAPITALISM FAILS TO SAVE US FROM PANDEMICS OR ITSELF

“A magnificent source of hope and insight.”

Yanis Varoufakis

“In this compelling set of essays, and with his signature clarity, intensity, accessibility and deference to historical and present

perspective, Wolff has issued not just a stark warning, but concrete reasoning, as to why this time really should be different.”

Nomi Prins

“One of the most powerful and incisive voices in America. As an economist he

transcends that “dismal science”, he is a tribune of Main St, a voice of the people.”

George Galloway

“Wolff clearly explains the ways that capitalism exacerbates unemployment, inequality, racism, and patriarchy; and threatens

the health and safety of workers and communities - i.e., most of us.”

Jessica Gordon-Nembhard, Ph.D

“If you care about deeper measures of social health as Americans suffer the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression,

you will find here a wealth of insight, statistics, and other ammunition that we all need in the fight for a more just society.”

Adam Hochschild

“The current failed system has a noose around all of our necks. Richard Wolff offers an economic vision that gets our society

off the gallows.”

Jimmy Dore
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Exposing Economic Myths: A Low Unemployment Rate, a Fair Minimum Wage

and Hourly Pay, and the Greatness of the Market

The Price Gouging of Face Masks

US Health System Colludes with Pandemic

Coronavirus: A Capitalist Crisis

Capitalism is too Inefficient to Handle Coronavirus Pandemic

COVID-19 Was a Trigger, But Capitalism Caused the Economic Crash

Before COVID-19, We Were Already Due for a Crash

Those Who Say They Know When the Crisis Will End Are Pulling Your Leg

Dark Times, Hard Truths

Part I - Capitalism Crashes Again: 

COVID-19 Was Just a Trigger

Part II - Capitalism versus Covid-19: 

Failures to Prepare, Contain, or Both

How US Politics Sustains US Capitalism

Neither Democrats Nor Republicans Will Admit the Problem Is Capitalism Itself

Capitalism’s Political Servants: Trump and Johnson

The Stimulus Package – Too Little, Too Late

Sticking Your Head in the Sand: The Stimulus Bill & Mortgage Securities

COVID-19 and the Failures of Capitalism

Unemployment: Cruel, Wasteful, Unnecessary

Mass Unemployment is a Policy Choice

Why the Neoliberal Agenda Is a Failure at Fighting Coronavirus

US Prepares for War, Not for COVID-19

Why Government Mostly Helps People Who Need It the Least—Even During a

Crisis

How the Fed Serves Capitalism

Capitalist Reality vs Conservative Ideology

Part III - Capitalism and Pandemic: 

Social Illnesses that Affect Us All

How Capitalism and Racism Support Each Other

The Capitalism/Racism Partnership

How Capitalism Has Screwed Women Over

Government Debts as Class Swindles

The Rush to Get Americans Back to Unsafe Workplaces

Mass Unemployment Is a Failure of Capitalism

US Capitalism's Forced Labor

Cops, Protests, Class War and Capitalism

How Racism Is an Essential Tool for Maintaining the Capitalist Order

Brick and mortar, crumbling: The COVID pandemic has cemented Amazon’s

dominant position. What now?

Profiting off the Suffering of Millions

The Consequences of Inequality Can Be Fatal

Part IV - Capitalism and Reform: 

Resist, Evade, Weaken, Repeal

Capitalism Is the Reason Your Employer Is Screwing You Over

Pandemic Response Reflects the Priorities of US Capitalism

Fix Capitalism (yet again) or Do Better?

The Meaning of a Booming Stock Market During a Pandemic

Mass Unemployment Amid the Pandemic Is an Indictment of Capitalism

Capitalism vs Safety, Health: An Old Story Again

What Happens When You Try to Save Capitalism?

Is a Change in Consciousness Inevitable?

There’s a Crisis in U.S. Capitalism

Europe Fights COVID-19 Better than US

The Pandemic’s Lesson About Capitalism

Part V - System Change is Underway: 

Which Side are You On?

Beyond the Minimum Wage Debate: Let’s Move Toward a System That

Works for All

Republicans and Democrats Are Wedded to Capitalism. Americans Deserve

Better

#MeToo & Coronavirus: System is Key

Capitalism and COVID-19 Parallels Feudalism and the Black Death

Why We Need Economic Democracy

Socialism vs COVID-19: A Very Different Story

How Workers Can Win the Class War Being Waged Upon Them
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The blend of formal and colloquial styles that

characterizes this collection of over 50 essays

is intended to provide a relatable and useful

read for anyone interested in understanding

the current crisis of US capitalism.
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