
 

 

Southern Italy Chapter Candidates: 

Chapter Chair:  Rebecca Spitzmiller   

Chapter Vice-Chair: 
 - Helenka Kinnan 
 - Alessandro Marra 
 
Chapter Treasurer: Angelica "Angel" Hudgins  

Chapter Secretary: Daniela Salvioni 

 

 
  



 

 
 

 

Name: Rebecca Spitzmiller 

 

Position running for: Chair of the 
Rome Chapter 

 

Region/City:  Rome Italy 

 

Briefly explain why you have decided to run for the selected office, what you plan to contribute during your 
term and how your leadership will benefit Democrats Abroad Italy. 
(200 words maximum)  

Democracy is at a watershed; our actions now will determine our country’s – indeed the world’s – future. 
Extremists threaten our values, requiring each of us to step up to secure our integrity, through our 
example, conversations and actions.  

The incredible privileges I’ve enjoyed as an American compel me to work towards strengthening our 
nation’s core values: the rule of law, justice, equality and accountability. To avert the dangers we face, we 
must acknowledge our democracy’s fragility and rebuild it with our own voices and actions. We must 
empower ourselves and others.  

I pledge to do so, by being honest, tolerant and determined as I seek to reinvigorate cherished American 
values such as fair play, curiosity and loyalty. We need to create an America that works for everyone. 
Unity can only be attained by sharing our deepest convictions with fellow citizens, at home and abroad, 
about social and racial justice, environmental and climate protection, health care, economic stability and 
equal opportunity. In Italy, we must seek out other Americans and engage them in these conversations 
and activities, and lead them to do the same. Above all, we need them to vote, to restore these democratic 
ideals in US domestic and foreign policy.      

 

  



 

Name: Helenka Kinnan 

 

Position running for: Southern Italy 
Chapter Vice-Chair * 

 

Region/City: Rome 

* Also running for Italy Voting Representative 

 

I am dedicated to making our democracy work and to promoting the activities of Democrats 
Abroad. I will do everything I can to make that happen. Being Vice-Chair of the Southern Italy 
Chapter I can help Americans living in our area get their votes counted and voices heard. 

 

 

 

Name: Alessandro Marra 

Position running for: Southern Italy 

Chapter Vice Chair * 

Region/City: Rome 

* Also running for Italy Voting Representative 

 

 
I have recently relocated back to Italy after spending almost half of my life in the US, where I earned a 
Master Degree in International Business, and pursued a career as an IT management consultant. In 
addition to Italy and the US I have lived and worked in Paris, France, and Brussels, Belgium. 

I have decided to run for this office to spread the democratic values represented by Democrats Abroad; 
to contribute to the best of my abilities to make a difference within the local US community; to give back 
as a way to demonstrate gratitude to a country which has allowed me to pursue an education and a 
rewarding career; and to engage in positive change after events that have occurred in US politics that 
have damaged its reputation. 

My intentions are to provide my available time and energy for this cause. I am confident that my 
international background, management work experience, organizational skills, and positive attitude can 
be a valuable asset. 

 

 

  



 

Name: Angelica "Angel" Hudgins 

 

Position running for: Treasurer Southern 
Italy Chapter 

 

Region/City: Rome  

 

We share common ideals and goals, and I'm willing to help out for the benefit of democracy and 
progressive values in America and the world 

 

 

Name: Daniela Salvioni 

 

Position running for: Secretary Southern 
Italy Chapter 

 

Region/City: Rome  

 

I am running for Secretary of Democrats Abroad to help ensure a democratic win in the 2022 state 
elections so that the Biden administration can continue moving America forward economically, socially 
and health-wise.  
 
I believe the anti-Democracy, anti-US Constitution credo taking over the Republican party, its willingness 
to do anything to gain power, is an autocratic that push needs to be contrasted through civic education, 
the enforcement of the laws, raising awareness and the ballot box.  
The last time I was involved in politics was as a graduate student at Columbia University, when I was 
active in the Anti-Apartheid Movement, which leveraged corporate divestment to help South Africans end 
Apartheid.  
 
I’m a first generation native New Yorker living in Rome, and I’ve also lived in Florence and San Francisco. 
I’m writing my first book in Italian - Dall’A alla Z: l’Italia Vista dall’America - which is a departure of me 
because my work has always been as a consultant, critic and curator in contemporary art. I am vice 
president of the board of trustees of St. Stephen’s School in Rome, a member of Free Exchangers and of 
AICR.  

 

 


