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Introduction
The purpose of this report is to provide readers with sufficient information to make
informed decisions about which Democratic Senate candidates to support, either
financially or otherwise.
Pages 6 – 18 discuss individual races, and the five appendices provide insight into
how assessment and recommendations are made.
This report is produced and distributed free of charge. Please feel free to forward it
far and wide.
If you would like a copy delivered directly to you, please send an email to:
DownBallot2020@gmail.com
If you have suggestions to improve content or the presentation, feel free to send
them to the same address.
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Executive Summary
• There is reason to be mildly optimistic that Democrats can win the Senate this
year.
• Although Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s tragic death and the Republican
Party’s recent embrace of COVID have added new dynamics to the national
American political scene, at this point the dynamics appear to be mainly
beneficial to Democrats.
• Based on current polls, the most likely November scenario is that Joe Biden
wins the White House and Senator Doug Jones (D) loses Alabama. In this case
Democrats will need a net gain four seats to win the Senate.
• If both Joe Biden and Doug Jones lose, Democrats will need five seats. Hence,
the target should be five seats.
• Of the six competitive Republican seats:
o Arizona and Colorado are very competitive at this point
o Maine is moderately competitive
o North Carolina has been moderately competitive, although recent events

involving personal behavior may change that
o Iowa and Montana are borderline competitive (but moving in the right
direction)
• There are additional GOP seats that bear watching: Alaska, two Georgia races,
Kansas, and South Carolina. These states may come into play and are currently
on the Watch List.
• There is a potential dark cloud for Democrats in Michigan, and that state has
been place on a Watch List.
• Again, there is reason to be optimistic, but it’s not a given.

There is much to be done between now and November.
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Recommendations for Donations and Support
Flip a Seat
Iowa
Mitch McConnell and Chuck Schumer arguably see
this as their #1 race to win. Democratic challenger
Theresa Greenfield is polling competitively with
incumbent Senator Joni Ernst (R) and has a serious
shot at winning. But she needs help. See page 8 and
appendix C for more details.

North Carolina
Republican and Democratic leadership see this as
their #2 race. Democratic challenger Cal
Cunningham has been is polling ahead of
incumbent Senator Thom Tillis (R) and has been
favored to win, although he recently hit some shoal
waters. But he can still do it. See page 11 and
appendix C for more details.

Montana
The #3 race in the eyes of Senate leadership.
Democratic challenger Steve Bullock is a popular
two-term Governor fighting some headwinds in a
deep red state. But he definitely has a shot at
winning and needs help. See page 10 and appendix
C for more details.
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Red Seat Competitive States
Arizona
Candidates
Dem Challenger: Mark Kelly - Former Naval aviator, with combat
experience in the first Gulf War. Retired as a Captain (0-6). Former
astronaut. Married to former-U.S. Representative Gabby Giffords. No
political experience.
Website: https://markkelly.com/
Wikipedia Page: Mark Kelly
GOP Incumbent: Martha McSally - Former U.S. Air Force officer. Flew
combat missions and commanded a fighter squadron. Retired as a Colonel
(0-6). Served as U.S. representative from 2015 – 2019. Ran for Senate and
lost. Was appointed to this seat when John McCain died.
Assessment and Commentary
•
•

•
•
•
•

Arizona is closer to being in the bag than any of the other competitive states.
It is among the most heavily-polled states, and all of the polls since earlysummer show Mark Kelly (D) significantly ahead of incumbent Martha
McSally (R). There have been seven new polls in October, all very much in
favor of Mark Kelly (D).
An analysis of outside funding suggests that Senate leaders Chuck Schumer
and Mitch McConnell both think this seat is going to flip.
The last credible reports of individual fundraising indicated McSally was
severely lagging, while Kelly’s fundraising has been extremely good.
All of the pundits rate this better than a Toss Up for Dems.
Arizona has slowly been turning bluer as retirees from blue states move
there, and there is a general expectation that this seat will flip along with
some critical seats in the state legislature.
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Colorado
Candidates
Dem Challenger: John Hickenlooper - Former Colorado Governor (2011 –
2019), geologist, and business owner. Entered 2020 Democratic Presidential
primaries, but dropped out.
Website: https://hickenlooper.com/
Wikipedia Page: John Hickenlooper
GOP Incumbent: Cory Gardner – First-term Senator. Member of Colorado
House of Representatives (2005 – 2011) and then U.S. Representative (2011
– 2015).
Assessment and Commentary
•
•

•
•
•
•

After Arizona, Colorado is closer to being in the bag than any of the other
competitive states.
Although polling has been sparse, what there has been has consistently
shown former Governor John Hickenlooper (D) comfortably ahead of
incumbent Cory Gardner (R). A poll this past week was very favorable for
Hickenlooper.
An analysis of outside funding suggests that Senate leaders Chuck Schumer
and Mitch McConnell both think this seat is going to flip.
Hickenlooper reported raising $22.6 million in Q3, with no numbers for
Gardner yet.
All of the pundits rate this better than a Toss Up for Dems.
This is a very blue state at every level.
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Iowa
Candidates
Dem Challenger: Teresa Greenfield - President of a Des Moines-based
commercial real-estate firm. Ran for Iowa 3rd Congressional district in 2018,
but was disqualified before the primary for not having a sufficient number of
signatures on the ballot petition.
Website: https://greenfieldforiowa.com/
Wikipedia Page: None
GOP Incumbent: Joni Ernst – First-term Senator. Served in Iowa National
Guard (1993 – 2015), and retired at a Lieutenant Colonel (0-5). Served in
Iowa State Senate from 2011 – 2014.
Assessment and Commentary
•
•

•
•
•
•

Iowa is a true battleground state for the Senate.
The polls have shown Theresa Greenfield (D) consistently ahead of
incumbent Joni Ernst (R), and getting slightly better over time, but the lead
is still uncomfortably small. One new poll this week was favorable for
Greenfield.
An analysis of outside spending indicates that Senate leaders Schumer and
McConnell consider this the most important seat.
Greenfield reported raising $28.7 million in Q3, with no numbers for Ernst
yet.
All of the pundits rate this race a Toss Up.
Iowa has a history of a strong Democratic electorate. That was upset during
the red wave of 2010, and for the past 10 years the state has had a definite
red tinge. A lot has been going on below the surface, however, and many
expect a definite change of political orientation this cycle.
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Maine
Candidates
Dem Challenger: Sara Gideon - State of Maine Speaker of the House. First
elected in 2012 to represent Maine’s District 48. Elected Speaker of the
House in 2018.
Website: https://saragideon.com/
Wikipedia Page: Sarah Gideon
GOP Incumbent: Susan Collins – Four-term incumbent. First elected to
Senate in 1996.
Assessment and Commentary
•
•

•

•
•
•

Maine is slightly bluer than a Toss Up, and moving in the blue direction.
Polling has been moderate, but Sara Gideon (D) has shown a consistent
meaningful lead on incumbent Senator Susan Collins (R). One poll this past
week was slightly in favor of Gideon.
An analysis of outside spending suggests that although Senate leaders Schumer
and McConnell view this race as important, neither one has it in the middle of
their crosshairs.
Initial informal looks at Q3 fundraising suggest that Gideon is crushing Collins.
The general opinion of the pundits favors Dems, with all but one rating Maine
better than a Toss Up.
Recent court rulings allowing ranked choice voting (RCV) are seen as favorable
to Dems.
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Montana
Candidates
Dem Challenger: Steve Bullock - Currently serving second term as
Governor, but is term-limited. Former state Attorney General. Chaired the
National Governor’s Association.
Website: https://stevebullock.com/
Wikipedia Page: Steve Bullock
GOP Incumbent: Steve Daines – First-term Senator. U.S. Representative
for one term.
Assessment and Commentary:
•
•

•
•
•
•

Montana, from an objective point of view, is slightly below Toss Up status.
There are qualitative factors, however, that make it competitive.
Polling has been incredibly sparse, and what little there has been shows Gov.
Steve Bullock (D) slightly lagging incumbent Sen. Steve Daines (R). There
have been two very recent polls, showing mixed results for Bullock.
An analysis of outside funding indicates the two Senate leaders consider this
race to be among the top three in importance.
Q3 fundraising is not available, although anecdotal evidence suggests it will be
competitive between the two candidates when it gets reported and posted.
Only two of the pundits rate this race as good as a Toss Up.
Of note: Steve Bullock is a popular two-term Governor who has the state’s
bully pulpit. Furthermore, Montana has a rich history of electing Democratic
Senators while it continues to support Republican Presidents. These factors may
help overcome the slightly grim story told by the numbers.
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North Carolina
Candidates
Dem Challenger: Cal Cunningham - Army Reserve JAG officer (Bronze
Star recipient). North Carolina State Senator from the 23rd district from
2001 to 2003. Ran for U.S. Senate seat in 2010 but was defeated in a runoff.
Website: https://www.calfornc.com/
Wikipedia Page: Cal Cunningham
GOP Incumbent: Thom Tillis – First-term Senator. Served in the North
Carolina House of Representatives from 2006 – 2104. Was elected Speaker
in 2011.
Assessment and Commentary
•
•

•
•
•
•

North Carolina was on a definite track to be competitive before revelations of
Cal Cunningham’s (D) extramarital dalliances.
In general the polls through the end of September were favorable to
Cunningham, with a fairly consistent 5% - 6% lead. The first set of polls
following the extramarital revelations indicated little or no impact. This week
there is news about possible additional extramarital activities. This has yet to be
processed by the electorate and made known in polls.
An analysis of outside spending suggests that Senate leaders Schumer and
McConnell consider this race second in importance, after Iowa.
The Cunningham campaign has reported raising a record-breaking $28.3
million in Q3, although numbers on Sen. Thom Tillis (R) are still unknown.
The pundits are generally favoring Dems, and on the optimistic side, 538 has
maintained a steady forecast of 65% through all the extramarital drama.
The Army Reserve is investigating Cunningham’s behavior, and it’s findings
may have an impact.
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Blue Seat Watch States
Michigan
Candidates
Dem Incumbent: Gary Peters – First-term Senator – Former U.S.
Representative (2009 – 2013) – 10 years as Naval Reserve officer – 22 years
as an investment adviser.
Campaign website:
Wikipedia Page:

https://petersformichigan.com/
Gary Peters

GOP Challenger: John James – West Point graduate – Eight years of Army
service – Businessman – no prior political experience, but considered a
rising Republican star.
Assessment and Commentary
•
•
•

•
•
•

Michigan should, in theory, stay blue, but GOP challenger John James (R) saw
a surge in polling last month that caused angst as the spread narrowed.
Six new polls in October show Gary Peters (D) has regained his lead, with a
weighted average of 6.7% over James.
An analysis of outside spending suggests that although Senate leaders Schumer
and McConnell view this race as important, neither one has it in the middle of
their crosshairs.
Initial indications regarding individual fundraising indicate Peters is doing quite
well comparatively.
The pundits are favoring Dems.
Michigan bears watching, although it seems relatively safe at this point.
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Red Seat Watch States
Alaska
Candidates
Independent Challenger: Al Gross – Orthopedic surgeon and commercial
fisherman – Native-born Alaskan – First-time politician.
Website: https://dralgrossak.com
Wikipedia Page: None
GOP Incumbent: Dan Sullivan – Native of Ohio – First-term Senator.
Served as Alaska Attorney General for several years.
Assessment and Commentary
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

Alaska is notoriously difficult to poll due to the vast distances and dispersed
population. With only three electoral votes, the state is not being followed too
closely in general, and the Senate race even less so.
The anecdotal evidence suggests that Al Gross (I) is generating enthusiasm and
is a contender.
Gross reported raising over $9 million in Q3, which for Alaska is huge. As
someone said, that’s enough to register every salmon to vote.
An analysis of outside spending indicates neither Chuck Schumer nor Mitch
McConnell are giving this race much priority, although other outside groups are
pouring money in.
The pundits all – to various degrees – look at Alaska as going red.
Global warming is starting to take a toll in Alaska, and the environment is of
particular concern. A recently-revealed secret recording of mining executives
discussing complicity with Senator Dan Sullivan (R) is apparently causing
significant ripples.
Alaskans take pride in being independent, and Al Gross could just pull this off.
Stranger things have happened.
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Georgia
Georgia is a difficult race to track because there are actually two elections, and one
will almost certainly influence the other. Georgia’s peculiar election process makes
this even more difficult to track.
Georgia’s election process stipulates that if no candidate wins more than 50% of
the vote on election day, the top two candidates will have a runoff in January. This
is particularly important in the special election.
Georgia Regular
This is a regular election between Democratic challenger Jon Ossoff and one-term
Republican incumbent David Perdue.
The polls have been more or less competitive, although on balance Ossoff has been
slightly trailing. Georgia is relatively red, and under normal circumstances Perdue
might have relatively strong odds of winning. What can help Ossoff is a strong
Democratic voter turnout, and that points to the second election, the special
election.
Georgia Special
The special election is to fill the seat of Johnny Isakson (R), who retired in
January. The Governor appointed business woman Kelly Loeffler to fill the seat in
the interim, and now a real election must occur.
The problem is there are 21 candidates running, eight of them Democrats. The
strong Democrat is the Reverend Raphael Warnock, who occupies the Reverend
Martin Luther King’s former position at Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church. He is
extremely popular and well-known, and in theory should energize the black vote in
Georgia. Warnock is currently polling upward to 49% when matched against
specific GOP candidates.
Unfortunately Matt Lieberman (D) – son of former Senator Joe Lieberman – is
running, along with former U.S. attorney Ed Tarvar. Lieberman is pulling 5% - 8%
in polling, and Tarver is pulling 2% - 4%.
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On the Republican side, there are two strong Republicans: incumbent Kelly
Loeffler and Tea Party candidate Doug Collins. Loeffler and Collins are polling on
average between 15% and 25%.
If Democrats could consolidate around Warnock, he could conceivably win in
November. But neither Liberman nor Tarver are publicly entertaining the idea of
dropping out and putting their support behind Warnock.
And if Lieberman and Tarver were to fall in behind Warnock, it is also conceivable
the black community turnout would be high, and enough to push Ossoff over the
edge in the regular election.
In any case, this is a challenging set of races to track, and the two both bear
watching.
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Kansas
Candidates
Democratic Candidate: Barbara Bollier – Surgeon – Former Republican –
Kansas state politician
Website: https://bollierforkansas.com
Wikipedia Page: Barbara Bollier
GOP Candidate: Roger Marshall – Obstetrician – U.S. representative (one
term)
Assessment and Commentary
•
•
•

•

•
•

There are a lot of headlines about this race, but few hard numbers.
Polling has been sparse, but six polls since early September show the candidates
more or less tied.
An analysis of outside spending suggests Chuck Schumer and Mitch
McConnell are not terribly concerned, although the GOP did send $5 million to
help.
Based on available numbers, Bollier appears to be doing much better in
fundraising than Marshall. In Q2, she raised more money than any candidate for
any federal, state, or local office has ever raised in any quarter in the entire
history of Kansas.
The pundits are calling this for the GOP right now, although only slightly.
On the surface, Dems face a challenge in that Kansas has not elected a
Democratic Senator in almost 100 years. But the recent behavior of the
Republican Party has caused something of a backlash in Kansas. The
Democratic nominee, Barbara Bollier, is a former Republican who switched
parties several years ago. She could appeal to the enough disenchanted
Republicans to pull this off.
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South Carolina
Candidates
Democratic Challenger: Jaime Harrison – South Carolina politician
Website: https://jaimeharrison.com/
Wikipedia Page: Jaime Harrison
GOP Incumbent: Lindsey Graham – Three-term Senator – Chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Committee.
Assessment and Commentary
•

•
•

•

•

•

Perhaps the most interesting race of 2020. In theory Sen. Lindsey Graham
should be breezing towards re-election in deep red South Carolina, but he is not.
Democratic challenger Jaime Harrison is a charismatic newcomer who has
captured the imagination of the state and the nation.
Seven polls since early September have shown the two candidates to be tied.
An analysis of outside spending suggests neither Schumer nor McConnell are
putting too much emphasis on this race, although one of the GOP organizations
sent Graham $10 million.
Q3 fundraising numbers are not officially posted yet, but Harrison reported
raising $57 million, the largest fundraising haul in Senate history. Graham,
meanwhile, has been begging for money on Fox News.
Although the pundits general rate this race slightly reddish, the ratings have
slowly been changing from deep red to pink. Cook just changed the race from
Lean Red to a Toss Up. That’s huge.
Harrison has some structural obstacles to overcome in the race in terms of
political demographics in South Carolina. But he is holding his own – and then
some – in all aspects, and this could be the political upset of the century.
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Appendix A: Assessment Criteria
Polling
Polling is the single most important assessment criterion. That said, no
single poll is taken too seriously. Rather, polls are grouped with other polls
taken during a relatively similar time period, and weighted averages are
computed using Nate Silver’s 538 poll rating system. Typically current
weighted averages are compared to weighted averages from previous time
periods to try to infer trends.
Outside Spending
The outside spending considered here is funding from the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee, the Senate Majority PAC, the National
Republican Senatorial Committee, and the Senate Leadership Fund PAC.
These organizations are either tied directly to Senate leadership – i.e., Chuck
Schumer and Mitch McConnell – or else have very close associations. It is
assumed these people have access to data and information not available to
the average person or news organizations, and in analyzing what races these
four organization are supporting – and to what relative level – some insight
is can be inferred regarding what priority Schumer and McConnell are
placing on various races.
Individual Fundraising
Individual fundraising is viewed asymmetrically. Much of the individual
donations in this election cycle are coming from out of state. The fact that a
candidate raises a lot of money does not necessarily mean that the candidate
can translate that into votes. Amy McGrath, in Kentucky, is a perfect
example of someone who has raised very large amounts of money, yet
seriously lags in the polls. On the other hand, if a candidate cannot raise
money competitively, that is viewed as an indicator of an underlying lack of
support. Martha McSally, in Arizona, is an example of this.
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Pundit Forecasts
The four pundits used are the Cook Political Report, Larry Sabato’s Crystal
Ball, Inside Elections with Nathan Gonzales, and Nate Silver’s 538. None is
taken for gospel; they all seem overly cautious as a result of the perceived
2016 election forecast debacles. Nonetheless, they provide a good sanity
check to the various headlines.
Miscellaneous
There are a number of miscellaneous factors that go into various
assessments. For example, the fact that Democratic candidate Steve Bullock,
in Montana, is a current popular two-term Governor, and that Montana has a
rich history of sending Democratic Senators to Washington DC along with
Republican Presidents. Or that South Carolina has had an historic 44%
ceiling on Democratic votes that would seem to work against Jaime
Harrison, regardless of polling or fundraising.
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Appendix B: 538 Poll Rating and Weighted Averages
This section describes how Nate Silver’s poll ratings are used to compute weighted
averages.
Nate Silver is a fairly highly-regarded data analytics person, and he maintains a
website called 538.
538 has a wealth of data and analysis on politics (as well as sports and a few other
topics). Among other things, 538 keep a running track of Senate polls. Here is a
link to the Arizona Senate polls:
538 Arizona Senate Polls
For each poll, 538 lists the dates of the poll, the pollster, and the type of polls (e.g.,
registered voters (RV) vs likely voters (LV)). It also assigns a letter grade ranging
from A+ at the upper end to D- at the lower end.
Seven recent Arizona polls look like this:
Dates
15-22 Sep
17-19 Sep
18-20 Sep
15-20 Sep
15-20 Sep
11-17 Sep
11-20 Sep
14-16 Sep

Grade
BB/C
CA+
A+
BB/C

Pollster
Data for Progress
Hart Research
Change Research
ABC News/WaPo
ABC News/WaPo
Ipsos
Morning Consult
Fabrizio, Lee & Assoc.

Size
481
400
262
579
701
565
907
800

Type
LV
LV
LV
LV
RV
LV
LV
LV

Kelly
47
55
51
49
50
50
49
48

McSally
38
43
43
48
45
41
40
46

To compute weighted averages, college-type grade numbers are assigned to the
various letter grades to get weights:
A+
4.25

A
4.00

A3.75

A/B
3.50

B+
3.25

B
3.00

B2.75

B/C
2.50

C+
2.25

C
2.00

C1.75

C/D
1.50

D+
1.25

Notice that in the case of no letter grade, a 0.00 weight is given.
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D
1.00

D0.75

0.00

1. The list is reduced to just likely voters, and then each poll result (gray columns)
is multiplied by its associated poll weight (blue column) to get weighted products
(yellow columns):
Dates
15-22 Sep
17-19 Sep
18-20 Sep
15-20 Sep
11-17 Sep
11-20 Sep
14-16 Sep

Grade
BB/C
CA+
BB/C

Weight
2.75
2.50
1.75
4.25
2.75
2.50
0.00

Pollster
Data for Progress
Hart Research
Change Research
ABC News/WaPo
Ipsos
Morning Consult
Fabrizio, Lee & Assoc.

Size
481
400
262
579
565
907
800

Type
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV

47
55
51
49
50
49
48

Kelly
129.25
137.50
89.25
208.25
137.50
122.50
0.00

McSally
38
104.50
43
107.50
43
75.25
48
204.00
41
112.75
40
100.00
46
0.00

2. The weights and the weighted products are added (sums in blue and yellow,
respectively):
Dates
15-22 Sep
17-19 Sep
18-20 Sep
15-20 Sep
11-17 Sep
11-20 Sep
14-16 Sep

Grade
BB/C
CA+
BB/C

Weight
2.75
2.50
1.75
4.25
2.75
2.50
0.00
16.5

Pollster
Data for Progress
Hart Research
Change Research
ABC News/WaPo
Ipsos
Morning Consult
Fabrizio, Lee & Assoc.

Size
481
400
262
579
565
907
800

Type
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV

47
55
51
49
50
49
48

Kelly
129.25
137.50
89.25
208.25
137.50
122.50
0.00
824.25

McSally
38
104.50
43
107.50
43
75.25
48
204.00
41
112.75
40
100.00
46
0.00
704.00

3. The sums of the weighted products are divided by the sum of the weights to get
the weighted averages (in green):
Dates
15-22 Sep
17-19 Sep
18-20 Sep
15-20 Sep
11-17 Sep
11-20 Sep
14-16 Sep

Grade
BB/C
CA+
BB/C

Weight
2.75
2.50
1.75
4.25
2.75
2.50
0.00
16.5

Pollster
Data for Progress
Hart Research
Change Research
ABC News/WaPo
Ipsos
Morning Consult
Fabrizio, Lee & Assoc.

Size
481
400
262
579
565
907
800

21

Type
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV
LV

47
55
51
49
50
49
48

Kelly
129.25
137.50
89.25
208.25
137.50
122.50
0.00
824.25
49.9

McSally
38
104.50
43
107.50
43
75.25
48
204.00
41
112.75
40
100.00
46
0.00
704.00
42.7

As you can see, the poll of 14-16 September has no bearing on the weighted
averages because 538 did not rate the poll.
So the weighted averages of the these six 538-rated polls in Arizona are:
•
•

Kelly:
McCally:

49.9
42.7
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Appendix C: Outside Spending Results
An analysis of outside spending by the Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee, the (Democratic) Senate Majority PAC, the National Republican
Senatorial Committee, and the (Republican) Senate Leadership Fund PAC offers
some insight into which races are considered important. This is done by comparing
the aggregate amounts spent on each race to the overall total being spent. A higher
ratio implies higher importance.
The following is the currently inferred levels of importance Democratic and
Republican leadership are putting on the Senate races:

State

Rank

Iowa
North Carolina
Montana
GA-R
Maine
Arizona
Colorado
Michigan

23

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Appendix D: Pundit Backgrounds and Descriptions
This information was mainly pulled from the organizations’ web sites and
Wikipedia.
Cook Political Report
The Cook Political Report is a Washington DC-based political newsletter
founded by Charlie Cook in 1984. The publication is billed as "an
independent, nonpartisan newsletter that analyzes elections and campaigns
for the US House of Representatives, US Senate, Governors and President as
well as American political trends."
According to The Cook Political Report's website, subscribers include
"lobbyists, trade associations, corporations, labor unions, Members of
Congress, political action committees and interest groups across the political
spectrum." The newsletter also provides a limited amount of free
information on its website for non-subscribers.
All Senate contests are rated, regardless of competitiveness on a seven-point
scale; Solid Democrat, Likely Democrat, Lean Democrat, Toss-Up,
Lean Republican, Likely Republican, and Solid Republican.
Larry Sabato’s Crystal Ball
Sabato’s Crystal Ball is a Charlottesville-based political newsletter run by
the University of Virginia Center for Politics. The publication describes
itself as "a comprehensive, nonpartisan political analysis and handicapping
newsletter" that reports on presidential elections and every congressional
and gubernatorial election. The Crystal Ball's race ratings are based on
electoral history, polling, candidate quality, modeling, and reporting.
Sabato’s Crystal Ball was established in 2002. Larry J. Sabato is the
founder and director of the University of Virginia Center for Politics. He has
been a guest on TV programs on Fox, CNN, and MSNBC, among others. He
is the author and editor of over 24 books on U.S. politics.
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Nathan Gonzales – Inside Elections
Inside Elections is a Washington DC-based political newsletter. The
publication describes itself as providing "nonpartisan analysis of campaigns
for Senate, House, governor and president" using quantitative and qualitative
data and without endorsing candidates.
Nathan Gonzales is Editor & Publisher of Inside Elections, which provides
nonpartisan analysis of campaigns for Senate, House, governor and
president. He was an editor, analyst, and writer for The Rothenberg Political
Report for more than 13 years before taking over the company in 2015.
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Appendix E: Ranked Choice Voting Primer
Ballotpedia describes rank choice voting as follows:
1. Voters rank the candidates for a given office by preference on their ballots.
2. If a candidate wins an outright majority of first-preference votes (i.e., 50
percent plus one), he or she will be declared the winner.
3. If, on the other hand, no candidates win an outright majority of first-preference
votes, the candidate with the fewest first-preference votes is eliminated.
4. All first-preference votes for the failed candidate are eliminated, lifting the
second-preference choices indicated on those ballots.
5. A new tally is conducted to determine whether any candidate has won an
outright majority of the adjusted voters.
6. The process is repeated until a candidate wins a majority of votes cast.
Imagine that five ballots were cast for three parties: Democrats, Republicans, and
Greens.
Rank
Ballot 1
1
Democrat
2
Republican
3
Green

Ballot 2
Democrat
Green
Republican

Ballot 3
Republican
Green
Democrat

Ballot 4
Republican
Green
Democrat

Ballot 5
Green
Democrat
Republican

In the first round, Democrats and Republicans are tied with two first-preference
votes each, and the Green Party has the fewest – i.e., one – first preference votes.
So it is eliminated, and the second-preference vote on that ballot moves up.
Rank
Ballot 1
1
Democrat
2
Republican
3
Green

Ballot 2
Democrat
Green
Republican

Ballot 3
Republican
Green
Democrat
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Ballot 4
Republican
Green
Democrat

Ballot 5
Democrat
Republican

Now the Democratic candidate has three votes, and the Republican candidate has
two votes. So the Democratic candidate wins.
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Closing Thoughts

The country is breaking,
and I – alone – can’t fix it…

Theresa Greenfield
Iowa

Gov. Steve Bullock
Montana

…I need a Democratic
Senate to help me.
Please support a swing
state Senate candidate.
This graphic was not approved by Joe Biden or the Biden campaign
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