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Candidate Statement:  
 
I'm Jesse Alama, candidate for chair of the Wiesbaden/Mainz chapter. 
 
I was born and raised in rural western Minnesota. I've lived in Germany since 2012 (initially Stuttgart, 
Mainz since 2015). I'm married to a German woman and together we have two little girls. I've been voting 
for Democrats since 2000, first in Minnesota but now in California, where I lived for several years doing 
my PhD in philosophy of mathematics. 
 
Like many of you, the unexpected election of Trump triggered me to be more active in politics. I didn't 
know what to do except obvious things like donating money. I found the answer in 2019 in the form of the 
Wiesbaden/Mainz chapter of Democrats Abroad. 
 
In 2020, I did phonebanking for DA and was involved in various GOTV efforts, both local voter registration 
tables in Mainz and Germany-wide reaching American academics working in Germany. I got to see what 
kind of impact one can have here, even from abroad. The tight margins we see in some elections should 
make it very clear that our efforts do make a difference! 
 
As chapter chair I want to help us to contribute to GOTV. I'd also like our chapter to continue to be a place 
for Democrats to socialize with fellow Americans. I'd also like to grow the chapter membership and help 
us to find new avenues for GOTV so that we can ensure that the next Congress has as many (good) 
Democrats as possible. 
 
Though Trump may be gone, the next couple of years are going to be critical for Democrats. Indeed, I see 
the next couple of years as no less critical than the last two. I think we can agree that the rise of Trump 
has taken the masks off the wider Republican Party and accelerated their anti-democratic tendencies to a 
level that, even for a cynic, was probably inconceivable. It's critical that Democrats not just win in the 
narrow sense of getting elected, but win in the wider sense as the party of American democracy 
generally, and being perceived as such. Let's do it! 
 
Endorsed by: 



Endorsement 1: Beverly Seebach – DAG Press Coordinator, former DAG Vice Chair 
 
I am pleased to endorse Jesse Alama for the position of Wiesbaden-Mainz Chapter Chair. 
 
My first contact with Jesse was in the summer of 2020 where we both were exchanged in exchanging 
information in GOTV coordination emails for the Wiesbaden-Mainz Chapter. At the time I was DAG Press 
Coordinator, but was supporting the GOTV efforts as a former Wiesbaden-Mainz Chapter Chair and a 
former DAG GOTV Coordinator. 
 
Jesse had taken on the responsibility to support student outreach in Germany, covering Rheinland-Pfalz, 
Saarland and Sachsen-Anhalt. His task was to contact all universities, colleges and research institutes to 
mobilize students to request their overseas absentee ballot and to return their ballot before the deadline 
of their state and federal elections. This was quite challenging due to the COVID-19 contact restrictions! 
 
In addition, during the presidential election year, Jesse was happy to help with our GOTV tabling efforts in 
Mainz and engage with the potential voters. His experience with student outreach and his knowledge of 
the complexity of voting for overseas citizens was very helpful. In addition, Jesse understands that 
Democrats Abroad plays a significant role to ensure that Americans living abroad participate in the 
democratic process. 
 
Based on my various positive GOTV experiences with Jesse and his willingness to be engaged with the 
German press, I highly recommend him for the position of Wiesbaden-Mainz Chapter Chair. 


