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Candidate Statement:  
 
Hi all! I am Aileen Dinin, the current Düsseldorf-Ruhr chapter chair, and I am running for re-election. After 
voting in the 2016 Global Presidential Primary (my first Dems Abroad event), I became the Ruhr precinct 
captain in the former NRW Chapter in 2017. When the NRW Chapter was split up, I was then promoted to 
chapter chair of the new Düsseldorf-Ruhr chapter in 2018 and elected in our first Chapter Annual General 
Meeting in 2019. 

When we formed the chapter, we had approximately 350 members. I am pleased to report that our 
membership has roughly doubled, to our current total of 684 members. We had three Global Presidential 
Primary sites in 2020, allowing 92 Democrats Abroad members to vote in person and also providing an 
excellent opportunity for us to showcase our work to the German media. The incredible Global 
Presidential Primary turnout that we had here overall in Germany also gave me the opportunity to be an 
elector and help choose our Democrats Abroad delegates for the 2020 Democratic National Convention. 

After the onset of the COVID pandemic, we shifted our work online, and had successful phonebanking, 
organizational outreach, and postcarding campaigns. Additionally, in the run-up to the November election, 
a number of our members appeared in print, radio, television and online media to promote our 
organization. I was proud to represent us on WDR (both radio and tv), and also to appear in WAZ - my 
colleagues are still asking me about this! I was involved in planning and execution of our election Zoom 
marathon, waking up at 5 am on November 4th to watch the election returns come in with Democrats 
Abroad members across Germany. I also helped plan and execute online events in response to the 
Capitol Riots on Jan 6. 

On a personal level, I have lived in Essen since 2015 with my husband (also a Dems Abroad member) 
and cat (a frequent participant in our Dems Abroad online meetings). I am a project manager at Aldi Nord, 
where I use my online meeting skills honed at Dems Abroad to manage online trainings. 

 
 


